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USING ARKIVDIGITAL TO UNLOCK YOUR 
SWEDISH FAMILY HISTORY 

Kathy.meade@arkivigital.com 

INTRODUCTION 
ArkivDigital is an online subscription service that provides access to Swedish 
historical records. Today (December 2021), there are more than 90 million newly 
photographed color images or 180 million pages of Swedish historical records, 
more than 216 million searchable name posts, and a family tree where you can 
document your research findings. The English public website is 
https://www.arkivdigital.net/. You can access the application by going to the 
URL: https://app.arkivdigital.se/.  
 
ARCHIVE SEARCH 
ArkivDigital has more than 100 archive types, and many are very specialized. You find 
the archives in the application by clicking on, Archive Search. If you know the name of 
the archive, you can enter the name in the box, archive holder, and click search. You then 
open the archive, and a volume list will appear. 

You can also search by archive type and country. The default country is Sweden, and you 
can further limit your search by county and province. You can search by state for records 
in the United States.  

COMMONLY USED ARCHIVES 
Archive Name Description 

Barnhus Orphanage 
Chamber National tax register collection 

City Court City court records and estate inventories 
Country Office County tax registers 
Court Registrar Land registration records 
District Court District court records and estate inventories 

District Register District tax registers 
Flygbilder Aerial Photographs 
Military Military records 

Parish/Congregation Parish church book archives 
Police archives Passenger ship manifests 
Prison archives Prison records 

Printed Literature Tryckt litteratur or published literature and Grill 
Registers Name and Emigration Registers 

https://www.arkivdigital.net/
https://app.arkivdigital.se/
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INDEX SEARCH 
ArkivDigital regularly adds new indexes to aid the researcher. There are two types of 
indexes: name searchable indexes and search tools. With name searchable indexes, one 
can search by name within collections such as the Swedish church books, estate 
inventories, military records, and other historical documents. Search tools make it easier 
to search tax records, general muster rolls, and the SCB extracts of birth, marriage, and 
death records for the years 1925 to 1947 for all of Sweden except for Stockholm city. The 
years for Stockholm city are 1930 to 1947. 

NAME SEARCHABLE INDEXES 
Index Name Category 

BiS (Population of Sweden) 1820-1947 Church Books 
Births (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 

Marriages (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 
Deaths (Parts of Sweden) Church Books 

Population of Sweden 1940,1950,1960,1975, 1985 Population Records/Census 
Population of Stockholm 1945 Population Records/Census 

Estate inventories Estate Inventories 
Swedes in US 1940 U.S. Census 

Emigrants Emigrants 
Military Service Cards (1902-1950) Military 

Boatswain active list Military 
Portrait Collection Stockholm Portraits 

Agriculture Statistics 1944 Agriculture 
Employees at Papyrus Employee Records 

Riddarhuset, collection of photographs Nobility 
Land registrations of Northern Gotland Real Estate Records 

FAMILY TREE 
You can document your research in ArkivDigital’s family tree, and you can link 
photographed images and index entries to your tree. You can manually create a tree or 
import a GEDCOM file from another family tree program.  
You can create up to 10 different family trees with ArkivDigital, and this is very handy if 
you wish to make a tree for your ancestors and a separate one for your spouse’s 
ancestors. If you do genealogy research for people other than yourself, you may also wish 
to create several different family trees to separate the families. 
You can search in the index directly from the family tree and even add sources to the tree 
with a simple mouse click. Having the sources integrated into the family tree makes it 
easier for you to organize your information, and you can quickly check your sources by 
clicking on a link. 

SWEDISH-AMERICAN CHURCH BOOKS 
ArkivDigital's online library includes many Swedish-American church books from 
Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, and Minnesota. A lesser number are from Illinois, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. You can find these books by going 
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to archive search and selecting the country, United States. You can further limit the 
search by state, and then a list of congregations for that state will appear. For more 
information about Swedish American church, books go to: 
http://blog.arkivdigital.net/swedish-american-church-book-record-types/  

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
Within ArkivDigital, you have access to millions of aerial photos showing buildings in all 
parts of Sweden: houses, farms, gasoline stations, country stores, factories, and city views 
mostly taken from the 1960s to the 1990s. There are also some pictures taken in the 21st 

century. You can search for aerial photos by using ArkivDigital’s interactive map feature. 
For more information, go to: http://blog.arkivdigital.net/search-for-aerial-photographs-
using-an-interactive-map/  

DISCOVER YOUR SWEDISH FAMILY HISTORY 
The first set of Swedish records one usually looks at when jumping the pond are the 
Swedish church books. Before one can effectively research in the church books, one must 
know one's ancestor's Swedish name, significant date such as a birth date, and a parish of 
origin. To learn more, go to this link: http://blog.arkivdigital.net/research-tips/. With 
some of the new index features within ArkivDigital, one can find one’s Swedish family 
even though one might not have the exact Swedish name, birth date, and parish of origin.  

CASE STUDY – UNLOCK ANDREW FREDRICK HANE’S SWEDISH FAMILY 
HISTORY 
STARTING POINT – SWEDISH AMERICAN CHURCH BOOK COLLECTION 
Swedish-American church books are one source that can identify an ancestor's place of 
origin in Sweden. In this case, we find information about Andrew Fredrick Hane in a 
church anniversary booklet for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bucklin, Missouri1. 

The booklet states that he was born on June 23, 1828, in Östergötland, Sweden, and 
immigrated to Bucklin in 1880 with his wife and four children. We have a birth date, 
birth county, and an American name plus the names of family members.  

SEARCH FOR THE BIRTH RECORD USING INDEX SEARCH IN ARKIVDIGITAL 
• Go to Index search. 
• Under Index source, select the index, Births, parts of Sweden. 
• You can do a simple or advanced search. 
• Using simple search, enter the following criteria: exact birth date, county name, 

and a partial first name using the wild card feature. 
o 18280623 Östergötland And* 
o Note – Andrew is not a common Swedish name, most likely an 

Americanized version of Anders. 
• Click search and you get eight matches. 

 
1 Bucklin Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, Missouri, USA (MO) Vol:1 (1870-1970) Image 13 / Page 13 
(AID: v811754.b13.s13) 

http://blog.arkivdigital.net/swedish-american-church-book-record-types/
http://blog.arkivdigital.net/search-for-aerial-photographs-using-an-interactive-map/
http://blog.arkivdigital.net/search-for-aerial-photographs-using-an-interactive-map/
http://blog.arkivdigital.net/research-tips/
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• Narrow the match list more and add Hane to the search criteria. 
• Now, there is one match. 
• Open the index record. 
• Review the index record and click on the source to review the original birth 

record. 
• Anders Fredric was born on June 23, 1828 in Häfla Bruk in Skedevi parish in 

Östergötland county. His parents were Jonas Hane and Anna Hellgren. 

Now, since we have found this candidate, we can search for the household records for 
this person from birth to emigration or death using the index, BiS (Population of Sweden) 
1820-1947. The search indexes in ArkivDigital make Swedish research easier, especially 
for those who may not have all the exact details about their Swedish ancestor. 

SEARCH FOR HOUSEHOLD RECORDS USING INDEX SEARCH IN ARKIVDIGITAL 
• Go to Index search. 
• Under Index source, select the index, BiS (Population of Sweden) 1820-1947. 
• You can do a simple or advanced search. 
• You may want to play around with the search. Depending upon the search criteria, 

you may not receive all the household records in one search because each record 
may include different information such as abbreviations of names. 

• In this example, enter the following in the simple search box A* 18280623 Sked* 
• The example is using the wild card for the first name, the wild card for the birth 

parish, and the exact birth date. 
• There are 16 matches and, in this case, all the matches do belong to this person. 
• You can start reviewing the household records. The household records will show 

members of the household, moving information, marriage date, children’s birth 
dates, and additional information. 

SEARCH FOR BIRTH, MARRIAGE, AND DEATH RECORDS USING THE ARCHIVE SEARCH 
ArkivDigital is in the process of indexing by name births, marriage, and death records. 
Not all have been indexed. If these records have not been indexed, you can find these 
records by doing the following: 

• Go to Archive Search. 
• Enter the parish name in the Archive holder box. 
• Click Search. 
• Search in the volume list for the type of book: birth, marriage, or death. 
• Then search for the book e.g., birth book, that includes the year that you are 

searching. 
• The birth, marriage, and death books are usually organized chronologically. 
• Search for the year and the record. 
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SEARCH FOR ESTATE INVENTORIES USING THE INDEX SEARCH 
• Go to Index search. 
• Under Index source, select Estate inventories. 
• You can search using Simple search or advanced search. 
• You may want to search by a span of years because the estate inventory may have 

been filed with the court in a later year after the death. 
• In this case example, we used the wife’s surname, Askling, and death year, 1859, 

in the simple search field. 
• Once you select a match, the index record will open. 
• The index record usually includes the deceased’s name, name of the court where 

estate inventory was filed, the place where inventory was performed, and year. 
Sometimes, extra information will be shown, e.g., such as a spouse’s name. 

SEARCH FOR PASSENGER SHIP MANIFESTS USING INDEX SEARCH 
• Go to Index search. 
• Under Index source, select Emigrants. 
• You can search using Simple search or advanced search. 
• In this case, I entered the name, Anders Hane, in the simple search field. 
• Once you select a match, the index record will appear. 
• The index record includes the person’s name, calculated birth year, departure 

date, departure age, port, vessel, and a link to the source. 
• The source often contains additional information. In this case, the source notes the 

final destination as Bucklin. 

SEARCH FOR SWEDISH-AMERICAN CHURCH BOOKS USING ARCHIVE SEARCH 
• Go to Archive Search. 
• Select country, United States. 
• You can further limit your search by state. In this case, select Missouri. 
• Select the archive for the Bucklin Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Missouri, USA. 
• Open the volume, Printed documents. 

THE BOOK – EXPLORE YOUR SWEDISH HERITAGE 
To learn more about ArkivDigital and Swedish genealogy and how to unlock your 
Swedish family history, ArkivDigital has published the book, Explore Your Swedish 
Heritage by Håkan Skogsjö. You can find more information about the book at the 
following link: https://www.arkivdigital.net/book  

 

https://www.arkivdigital.net/book
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