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Students rallied-
”That’s not enough” ´ 2007 The Board of Visitors of Virginia 

apologized for Slavery 
´ They formed a student led group, 

Memorial to Enslaved Laborers (MEL) 
Committee, which engaged in 
awareness- raising programs that 
culminated in a 2010 memorial design 
competition. (can hold up to 4,000 
enslaved laborers names)

´ Partly in response to the student activism, 
President Teresa A. Sullivan created in 
2013 the President’s Commission on 
Slavery and the University (PCSU). 

´ https://www2.virginia.edu/slaverymemori
al/

https://uvamagazine.org/articles/unearthing_slavery_at_the_university_of_virginia



What I know:
´ Local area-Historical Homes, etc.
´ Have a passion to see the 

records and hear the stories
´ Wealth of resources and support 

in the area-Historical Societies & 
Libraries

´ The local community: CVHR, 
CVGA, BBS AAHGS, Area 
Historical Societies, UVA Special 
Collections, Getting Word, 
Descendant & Descendant 
groups,  individuals and families, 
etc.

´ There will be lessons learned-
there will be some that will not 
be found

´ Understand there will be many 
emotional times
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Basic understanding of 
African American 
Genealogical Research

´ Slavery=Economics 
$$

´ People were 
property

´ Buying, Selling, 
Renting

´ Sold to the Deep 
South=Gone

´ Free People of Color

5 1819-06-23; Paper: Farmers Repository, Newsbank



African American Genealogy Research 
Research for African-American ancestors begins just like any other search 
for ancestors; you begin with what you know, then think about what you 
don’t know, and then ask yourself who or what would know? 

Stop jumping outside of the box. You need to stay inside the box and 
begin deeper research and analysis. 

Remember every Record should create another Record

Challenges: Expect them, Embrace them and Expand your research skills
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Dealing with the 
African American Research Challenges

� Records not recorded 
or destroyed

� Denial-don’t want to 
know, it’s in the past

� Knows the info, but 
won’t share-its going 
to the grave with them

� Online research, 
hmmm

� Spelling of names, 
don’t count

� Received information that 
is not reliable-
questionable-Oral History

� Families stories & 
expectations vs. the 
research

� Someone born early 1800s 
might not make it to the 
1860s or 1870s, 

� Analysis not done on the 
records

� Emotional aspects 
� 21st century thinking 
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Strategy #1

´Listen and Ask Questions
´Stay “LOCAL” due to 
timeframe

´Learn the Slave Holders, 
some were TJ’s friends, UVA 
Professors and more
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´Census-(1950 release-April 1, 2022)
´Google-is my friend
´Need to Seek out Descendants
´Need Descendants will find me
´Will use Online databases: Ancestry.com 

& Familysearch.org, newspapers, military, 
and much more
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Strategy #2: Reverse Genealogy-
aka “back and forth”

´ From the list I have, dates, names(first name only, not the 
same as slave owner); slave owner, status: enslaved and/or 
free, occupations and notes from the financial ledgers.  

´ No location!
Genealogy is about time, place and asking questions: 
´ What do I know?
´ What do I need to know?
´ Who or what would know the information I am missing?
´ Plan the research for resources & seek out what I need
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Strategy #3 Slave Era Research and Questions
´Review the law during the research era!
´Finding Emancipation or Manumission papers
´Slave narratives, family genealogy records
´Bill of Sales, Plantation records: Inventories
´City & County directories, Public notices or records, local 

courthouse records (wills, probates), city halls & more!
´Find resources where Slave research has been 

successful…keeping in touch with the local genealogy 
groups, libraries, and historical societies-local

´Sharing, sharing, sharing
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Strategy #4 Following the rules to find 
descendants & slaveholders: 

Murphy’s rule: Follow the …
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Money Land Water 

Community, 
& the 

Faith of the 
People
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If individuals had ancestors who 
lived in the central Virginia 
counties of Albemarle, 
Buckingham, Greene, Fluvanna, 
Louisa, Nelson, Orange areas, etc., 
including the city of Charlottesville.

Map retrieved from Pam Dent, Realtor https://homescharlottesvillevirginia.com/search-central-virginia-by-county

Strategy #5 Research always needs 
a MAP-Determine my research area



Strategy #6 Know the Records/Resources 
for the Enslaved and Free Individuals

´Slave Narratives
´Co-habitation records
´Military files
´Court cases
´University Records-Special Collections, JUEL site, public 

libraries
´Oral Histories
´Freedman’s Bureau Records (Rations, labor contracts, etc.)
´Books, books and more books
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Fed 
Census

Labor Contracts

Co-habitations Records

Obits, books, libraries, 
societies, etc. 

Newspapers, articles, online databases



Locating Records & Resources

� House Repositories
� Recorded property records-inventories, tax records-

Courthouses
� Historical societies, libraries, & archives
� Look for the plantation owners-who were the neighbors? Use 

the FAN principle (E. Shown Mills)
� Plantation owners-find out if there is any information 

regarding the plantation in local city or county records, 
historical society. Keep Jean Cooper’s book and the Slave Birth 
Index close  

� Staying close to my local friends in CVHR & BBS and more
� Look for plantation owner descendants-maybe they are 

looking-build ancestry trees, books, etc.
� Google “surnames”and properties, look for historical events.
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Register of Colored Persons, Cohabiting. Records at 
the Library of Virginia, etc. 17



Albemarle 
County, VA. John 
Craven’s 1841Will
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Strategy #7 Getting the    
word out
´Use Social Media 
´Facebook: 

https://www.facebook
.com/Finding-the-
Enslaved-Laborers-at-
UVA-960038024340461 
and

´Twitter: @seeking_uva 
) 



Example: Solomon & Salmon/Community Assistance
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Social Media -Twitter
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Strategy #8 Part of the Plan
´ Review the spreadsheet & JUEL site, 

books, other resources
´ Have individuals fill out a form or 

send a link
´ Gathering information
´ Meeting with possible descendants
´ Build from the Descendants info
´ Build searchable Ancestry Trees
´ Communication-be out there for 

them to find me
´ Google docs
´ Work with DEC at UVA-They should 

complete an Intake 
form: https://forms.gle/7WsWetQ
XsFMBsACy7 if any questions, they 
can simply email 
enslavedlaborersuva@gmail.com

To date: over 110 trees, close to 
working with 100+ people-all at various 
stages. 55+ descendants identified.
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https://forms.gle/7WsWetQXsFMBsACy7


Strategy #9 
Building Trees
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Strategy #10 Record Group 105

´ The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (also 
referred to as the Freedmen’s Bureau) 

´ Federal Record-under the military
´ Created March 3,1865 at the end of the Civil War to supervise the relief 

efforts including education, health care, food and clothing, refugee 
camps, legalizing of marriages, employment, and labor contracts

´ The collection covers the years 1865 to 1872. Pre-Bureau Records-1863 
Mississippi

´ Various records, Marriage, Destitute, Ration, Transportation and much 
more
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Who’s who in the Bureau?

The Bureau is full of “Federal 
Records”

WAR IS OVER!
´ Refugees: Poor White
´ Freedmen: Formerly Enslaved
´ Abandoned Lands: returning 

land to former landowners, 
etc.
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The Gems of Information in the Bureau

´ Marriages
´ Letters, Complaints, Reports
´ Transportation 
´ Rations
´ Labor Contracts
´ Teachers reports, Education
´ Applications for Land
´ Miscellaneous, and much more
´ Medical conditions
´ Former location before the Civil War
´ Military information 
´ Relationships, and more
´ Includes time, place and locations

´ Event dates
´ Ages 
´ Race
´ Occupations 
´ Residence/Locations
´ Birth dates
´ Marriages, also former marriages and 

children
´ Death dates
´ Former slave owners
´ Other family members
´ Records after the Civil War
´ Names & Ages before 1870 Federal 

Population Census
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The Enslaved Laborers-”the list”
´ Received a list of names and dates (abt. 2000+ entries, from 1817-1867) which some enslaved 

individuals with a first name only, a few had surnames, some had slave owners, and the duties the 
enslaved conducted

´ There is “no location” as to where the slave owner and enslaved individuals lived. Some of the duties 
the enslaved conducted included: brickmaking, carpentry, etc. and so the research begins.

http://juel.iath.virginia.edu/people
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Louisa Courthouse Field Office





Virginia Field Offices



Louisa Courthouse 
(assisted Subassistant commissioner)



Louisa 
County FB 
Marriages 
186633



Strategy #11 Research everyone in the family



Finding Nelson Price-He had a surname, know the name of slave owner, checked 1870, followed Obits, 
Death notices, etc. 



Going Forward36

´ A private & public virtual event 
happened in April 2021

´ Continue to work with Descendant 
Enslaved Communities, a  nonprofit-
& helps locate more descendants, 
etc. 
(https://www.descendantsuva.org)

´ Continue to seek Slave owners and 
Enslaved Descendants


