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 can find valuable data including in excess of 1.9 million genealogical   
 records which are increased regularly.
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l Capability to view or download from our website the latest issue of the   
 H�������� and copies of publications issued by other family history societies.

l Access to an archive with a selection of back numbers of the H��������.
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 their own Surnames Interests online.
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Contributors are requested to limit their articles to 2000 words, other than by prior 
agreement with the Editor. Contributions should be sent in Microsoft Word format or 
plain text files (Microsoft Notepad) Graphics/photos preferably as separate JPEG 
files. 
Alternatively written or typed articles with photographs can be sent directly to the 
Editor at the address above.  Photographs will be returned.
Contributors should make every effort to trace and acknowledge ownership of all 
copyright material and secure permissions.  The Editor needs to be aware of any 
problems with contributors acquiring copyright.
Contributors should include their ESFH membership number.  The use of material 
is at the discretion of the Editorial team and may be used in any print and electronic 
media relevant to ESFH.

CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE NOTE

PUBLICATION DEADLINES
Copy deadline 31st December 2021 for material for consideration in the March or 

subsequent issues.

The editions of the H�������� each year come out at the beginning of 
March, August and December

Editor: Colleen Devenish

Ladybrook Main Road Woodham Ferrers Essex CM3 8RW

Tel: 01245 429112  

Email: editor@esfh.org.uk
Advertisers offering professional or commercial services to members are accepted. 
Advertising costs for Black and White insertions are whole page £45, half page £35, 
quarter page £25.  Colour costs available on request.  All advertising subject to 
availability of space.  The Society undertakes no responsibility for quality of services 
offered and members respond to these advertisements at their own risk.

I  I  I

For Your Information

The Geographical Area covered by ESFH
The area covered by ESFH is that of the old Essex county with the exception 
of ‘London Boroughs’ which are considered to be in the area of East of 
London FHS and Waltham Forest which is in the area of Waltham Forest FHS.

I  I  I
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C������ D�������

From the Editor
It has been very pleasing to see so many of you online 
at our meetings. 

In this issue we say goodbye to the series Recollections 
of Joan Mary Young and her thoughts about her life in 
20th century Colchester.  However we say hello and 
welcome to Stephen Norris, a guest writer, regarding 
the first of six articles discussing agrarian Essex 
when Chelmsford was key to the farming community.  
Ultimately Chelmsford, the former county town now 
a city, employed many of your Essex ancestors from the surrounding countryside 
as they were drawn to work in factories in the town.  Our thanks goes to him for 
allowing his work to be published in the ESFH magazine.

The other guest writer in this edition is Simon Polley where he tells us about the 
babies born during World War 2 in Danbury Palace when it became a maternity unit 
and the attempts to trace those people today.  I know at least one of our members 
was born there, maybe you know others!

Our American/UK historical connection in this issue is written by the recipient of our 
ESFH award for the second time, PhD student Julie Miller.  Several members have 
appeared in print for the first time including Paul Robbins with the mystery of a nurse 
solved by DNA and other long standing members have contributed harrowing tales 
including Mike and Lesley Furlong with Part 1 of their research into Victorian child 
cruelty.

Thank you to all that have contributed to this edition.

My thanks also goes to those of you who filled in the magazine section of the 
survey we sent out earlier in the year.  It was very interesting to read your general 
comments and ideas for subjects to be covered.  I shall certainly be considering 
using some of the suggestions for topics in future editions.

As the year draws to an end I have a practical Christmas present suggestion for you 
on page 27 maybe as a treat for yourself or a loved one.

So looking forward to next year why not make familiarisation with family history and 
genealogy sites on social media your goal.  Qualified genealogist and member Katie 
Sansom has written an article on page 59 which explains the different platforms that 
are very helpful for family historians and genealogists.  Increase your family history 
knowledge by using today’s technology to find out more from others thus widening 
your perspective and giving you fresh insight on your family history research going 
forward in 2022.

Merry Xmas and Happy Researching
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Notice Board

Please keep in touch with your Society by one or all of the 
following facilities:-

n Our website – where news is put up on the front page
n “Like” our Facebook page for regular announcements
n Send us an email using the ‘Contact us’ tab on our 

website
n Telephone or write to key members of the Executive 

Committee whose details are shown on the inside back 
cover

Any member is welcome to join our regular presentations 
via Zoom, the cloud based conferencing tool.  Details of 
the forthcoming presentations are on page 19.

The Church of England issued a press release in late summer 
that their nationwide digital churchyard mapping has begun.  
This is great news for family historians.  There are about 19,000 
Anglican burial grounds in England and the ambitious scheme 
will aim to digitally survey the majority over the coming seven 
years including mapping churchyards and photographing all 
visible headstones.  A new website will go online next year giving 
free access to the map which is expected to be of special interest 
to those researching family history.

As a result of the article from the Director of The War Memorials 
Trust in the August 2021 issue the Executive Committee of ESFH 
voted unanimously to give a donation of £150 towards their work 
of restoring memorials. 

There was great news in the last few months about the progress 
of the 1921 transcription census.  It was stated in the press that 
it will be released on 6th January 2022.  The 1921 census for 
Scotland in going to be released in the latter half of 2022.
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Introduction by Colleen, Editor
I am delighted to be able to bring to readers the first of a series of articles 
written by the Essex historian Stephen Norris detailing agrarian Chelmsford 
when the former county town, now a city, was key to the local farming and later 
manufacturing industries.
For those of you who are not aware of Stephen’s work in 2014 he published 
a book with the title ‘From A Borough to A City – A History of Chelmsford 
1888-2012’ which is now a standard reference on the City and still available on 
www.amazon.co.uk
He is currently researching another book which I await with great anticipation.

Part One

The next six articles are not just concerned with agriculture in the rural area around 
Chelmsford and the market which so long served as a focal point for its farmers; 
they also look at the profound changes that have come about in the rural community 
over the course of more than a century.  At the end of the nineteenth and into the 
twentieth century Chelmsford’s rapidly expanding new firms were able to use surplus 
farming labour from the surrounding area that was no longer needed.  The Mid Essex 
area had played its part in Essex’s leading role in the period of ‘High Farming’ which 
characterized the county’s agriculture up to 1873. After this the area was deeply 
affected by the agricultural depression which was well under way by 1880.  This was 
instigated by the high imports of food, particularly from North America.  Not all farmers 
in the Chelmsford rural district reacted in the same way; they were affected by their 
particular soil and access to transport facilities.  The last one hundred and thirty years 
have seen a great reduction in the amount of employment connected with agriculture 
in the Mid Essex region.  This does not mean however that agriculture was adversely 
affected throughout the twentieth century.  Indeed agriculture is only judged to have 
had 30 ‘bad years’ in the last century, whereas the nineteenth century only had 35 
‘good ones’.  The reduction in agricultural employment in Mid Essex was primarily 
caused by the relentless march of mechanisation; by the late twentieth century the 
large farm with one and a half workers was the norm.  This first article looks at the 
effect of the Great Agricultural Depression on the area.

In terms of its physical features the Mid Essex area is made up of a trough from 
the north east of Brentwood, following the valley of the Wid until “it merges with the 
depression at the foot of the gently tilted boulder clay and Tiptree Heath”.  The area 
is also dominated by a wide west to east valley of the River Chelmer leading to the 
Blackwater valley.  In terms of soil there are two types of boulder clay in the region; 
one to the west of the Chelmer where gravel is mixed with the clay and one to the 
east where it is “heavier and more impermeable”.  The post glacial drift deposits are 
small but have been important to farming in the area.  Alluvial deposits in the wide 

Agriculture in the Chelmsford Area
 by Stephen Norris

www.amazon.co.uk
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flood plain of the Chelmer and its tributaries have produced fertile soil suitable for 
market gardening.  The soils are mainly loam.  “Where the loam is free from any drift 
covering, the soil is very heavy, sticky and brownish in colour, very difficult to work in 
wet weather”.  Whilst the Mid Essex region, like much of the Eastern counties, has a 
generally dry climate there is the danger of thunderstorms at harvest time.

By 1880 the agricultural depression had already been 
affecting the area for seven years.  1873 was the start of 
twenty years of falling wheat prices and falling rents for 
landowners.  In 1880 the Chelmsford Poor Law Union 
guardians were complaining about the depressed state 
of agriculture.  Farmers felt the burden of the Poor Law 
rate and church tithes even more than usual.  Four 
years later the Essex Chamber of Commerce met at 
the Shire Hall to discuss ‘The agricultural crisis and 
remedial action’.  A motion on the imposition of imported 
corn was discussed.  Major Carne Rasch was one who 
sided with free trade.  Another said “free trade was 
taxing ourselves and letting the foreigner go free”.  The 
trade of the United States had increased by 80% in the 
previous twenty years but that of Great Britain only 20%.  
Another speaker bemoaned the burden of the tithe 
on tenant farmers.  Chamber of Agriculture meetings 
repeatedly asked for this burden to be lifted.  Another 
said “Farmers could not afford to farm high” (i.e. invest 
in fertilisers and mechanisation).  One factor which often 
added to the problems of the local agriculture was animal 
disease.  There was a prevalence of sheep rot in 1880.  
Three years later foot and mouth was widespread amongst cattle; Chelmsford market 
was blamed.  The newly formed Essex Agricultural Labourers Union blamed bad 
farming for the depression.  Even in 1894 wheat prices were continuing to fall.  In the 
Chelmsford Corn Exchange English wheat could be bought for 24 to 26 shillings a 
quarter, when foreign wheat could be obtained for 19 shillings a quarter.  In the same 
year there were 36 petitions by farmers in the Chelmsford Bankruptcy Court.  During 
1891 the area was visited by a Commissioner investigating the depression.  The 
Essex Chronicle thought that the amount of uncultivated land was very small but that 
many people had left the rural districts because of the increased use of agricultural 
machinery. 

Although there was a marked shift in the area from wheat growing to pasture during 
the depression this was by no means uniform.  The effect of the depression depended 

M���� C���� R���� �� 
�������� �� V����� F��� 

�������� �� 1896*

* Source of image wikipedia. Of Danish descent, Rasch was elected Member of Parliament for 
Essex South-East in 1886, a seat he held until 1900 and then represented Chelmsford until 1908.  
In 1903 he was created a Baronet, of Woodhill in Danbury.  He had a military career before he 
went into politics being Captain and Honorary Major of the 4th Battalion of the Essex Regiment.  
He was a J.P., a Deputy Lieutenant and county alderman for Essex.  He died in 1914.

A���������� �� ��� C��������� A���
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on the types of soil mentioned earlier.  In the Chelmsford area the parishes of the 
North West, the Chignalls, Good Easter, Pleshey and Great Waltham tended to have 
chalky clay.  The parishes with mixed soils covered those of the Chelmer valley 
including Broomfield, Springfield, Little Waltham and Great Waltham.  Danbury, 
the Baddows and the Leighs could also be included.  Heavy clay soils were found 
in the South East of the area including the Hanningfields, Rettendon, Runwell and 
Woodham Ferrers.  In the Mid Essex area the three types of farming were arable, 
dairying and livestock farming, and horticulture.  Arable farming included the growing 
of wheat, barley, bare or fallow, and fodder crops.  Livestock included horses for 
agricultural purposes, permanent pasture and cows for milk.  Horticulture included 
nursery and market gardening, orchards and soft fruit.  In 1874 25% of land in the 
whole area was under wheat production, by 1901 this was down to 15%.  There was 
a similar decline in barley production.  Farmers in parishes in the north west of the 
area with lighter soil persevered with wheat even though the price had fallen.  In 
parishes like Pleshey there was a lack of good transport for the new alternative cash 
crops so farmers stayed with wheat and barley. In Runwell, Rettendon, and Woodham 
Ferrers the heavy clay required labour intensive farming and as a consequence wheat 
production halved during the years of the agricultural depression.  Similarly barley 
production was less than 5% of total production in these three south eastern parishes 
by 1901.  Putting land down to permanent pasture or letting it become fallow cut costs 
for the beleaguered farmer.  Farmers in the area could only respond to the pull of the 
huge London market for cash crops if they had access to railways.  Great Eastern 
Railways were often criticised for not helping such farmers.  Crops such as peas, soft 
fruit, and of course milk were transported on the railway at their own risk.  The growth 
of Chelmsford by the turn of the century also produced a small but significant market 
for such crops.

Farmers turned to dairying only where they could get their milk and butter to the 
market.  Beef prices remained low and did not encourage the switch to pasture, 

and sheep farming 
declined steeply.  Again 
dairy farmers depended 
on the nearness to a 
railway station.  There 
was a lot of support, 
including from Major 
Carne Rasch, for a light 
railway from Chelmsford 
to Epping, which would 
have benefited the 
farmers of Broomfield, 
the Walthams and Great 
Leighs. 

Good transport did 
not always ensure the 
success of the market 

A ��� ����� ���� ������� � ������ �� ��� ���������� 
�������.

A���������� �� ��� C��������� A���
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gardeners.  In 1890 the mid Essex cucumber crop failed.  The Weekly News reported 
“The large market gardeners of mid Essex have sustained a heavy loss by the bulk 
of their cucumber plants dying off just at the time when they should have been 
coming into full bearing”.  By this time the Great Eastern Railway (G.E.R.) were 
becoming more efficient in helping the producers of products like peas.  The G.E.R. 
“have recently shown remarkable powers of dispatch”.  “The green pea traffic, now 
practically concluded, has displayed remarkable activity this season, the growers 
whose districts converge at the stations of Kelvedon, Witham and Chelmsford”.  One 
weekend saw the stations between Colchester and Chelmsford deliver 732 tons of 
peas to London.  This involved 237 trucks and eight heavily laden trains. 

By the end of the Great Depression the local 
papers were bemoaning “the process of trans-
forming Essex from a wheat growing to a grazing 
and milk producing county”.  In 1892 the agri-
cultural returns showed a loss of 3,376 acres of 
wheat production in the county.  This was dwarfed 
by a loss of more than 23 thousand acres the 
following year.  Meetings on the depressed state 
of agriculture continued at Chelmsford.  Carne 
Rasch noted that farmers and their landlords were 
always represented, but not the farm labourer 
even though they had been equally badly affected 
and now had the vote.  Wages were often dropping 
as low as nine shillings a week in the area and 
in 1894 a large number of local farm labourers 
were unemployed.  By the mid 1890s alternative 
occupations were beginning to appear for the local 
agricultural labourer in Chelmsford itself.  “Besides 
the prospect of earning from ten to twelve shillings 
a week and ending up in the workhouse is not par-
ticularly exhilarating”.  Meanwhile the local papers 
continued to criticise the endless stream of inves-

tigations and reports both nationally and locally which did nothing to ease the pain of 
landowners and farmers.

One of the most interesting aspects of the agricultural depression was that it marked 
the beginning of the influx into the county, and Mid Essex in particular, of Scottish 
farmers.  They were attracted by the availability of farms and the fact that they were 
cheap.  The drier weather was more attractive than the inclement weather in their 
homeland.  By the third decade of the new century they were still arriving in the 
area and joining several generations of such farmers.  The original Scottish arrivals 
put their survival down to the fact that they were prepared to work twice as hard as 
their fellow farmers in the county.  It was a common occurrence for these farmers to 
work alongside the labourers they had hired and look little different from them in their 
clothes when working in the fields. 
Part two of this article will appear in the March 2022 edition.

A V�������� F��� ������.  M��� 
������� ����� ���� ������.

A���������� �� ��� C��������� A���
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Cranleigh is a large village just below 
the Surrey Hills, between Guildford and 
Horsham.  Yet it has an estate with road 
names such as Essex Drive, Fairlop Walk, 
Theydon Court, Abbey Close and Loxford 
Court.  To an Essex girl, with roots in 
Burnham-on-Crouch and Leytonstone, this 
seemed to require explanation.

The story begins when Parliament passed 
the Camps Act in April 1939, enabling camps 
to be built at government expense as a 
safe haven for children from the cities.  If 
not needed for evacuees, they were to be 
used as holiday camps.  A National Camps 
Corporation was set up, under the chair-
manship of Lord Portal, to select suitable 
safe sites, away from railways and airfields.  
Eventually 36 camps were built, with five 
in Scotland and the rest in the south of England.  As far as possible, they were 
constructed to a uniform design, for which the architect Thomas Smith Tait (1882-
1954) was responsible.  Built of Canadian cedar, they cost an average of £25,000.

One of these camp schools was built just outside Cranleigh.  It could accommodate 
200 pupils and staff, on a 30-acre site, with 111⁄2 acres of playing fields and a 41⁄4 acre 
farm field.  When the Second World War broke out, it was ready to receive children 
from vulnerable areas.  Essex County Council Education Committee rented it from 
the National Camps Corporation and decided to evacuate Loxford Boys’ Secondary 
School, Ilford, there.

The first boys arrived on February 25th 1940.  The headmaster was a Mr A.E. Clarke 
(who was there until his retirement in 1949), and the deputy headmaster was Mr John 
Wiskar, who eventually became the head of Cranleigh’s first secondary school.  Other 
teachers were Mr Anderson, Mr Cotton, Miss Dawson, Miss Finlay, Mr Hall, Mr Jones 
and Mr Styles.  A Mr W. Jackson was a teacher in 1942 and 1950.  They came with 
their pupils, and many of them are commemorated by road names too.  The school 
was organised into ‘houses’: the East Wing housed Roding and Forest, and the West 
Wing Fairlop and Abbey (Waltham Abbey).

By all accounts, the boys enjoyed their time there, especially the open-air life.  They 
reared pigs and rabbits, grew much of their own food, and in their free time played 

Essex Schoolboys in Surrey
by Joy Horn (ESFH 10824)

T�� E�������� S����� ����� �������� 
��� ����� �� C�������� ���� ��� ����� 
������ ������ �� E����



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202112

around the disused Wey and Arun Canal.  One excitement was 
helping the Local Defence Volunteers to construct road blocks 
at strategic points around Cranleigh, for use in the event of a 
German invasion.  According to the LDV, the boys worked ‘with 
great keenness’.  On Sundays, they walked in line to services 
at a local church, and they played the local schools at football, 
winning routinely.

At the end of the war, the evacuees of Loxford returned home, and the National 
Camps Corporation sold most of these camps to county councils.  Essex County 
Council Education Committee bought the Cranleigh camp school in 1947 and spent 
many thousands of pounds on improvements.  The Council maintained it for over 30 
years as a secondary boarding school for boys, calling it Elmbridge School.  Its object 
was said to be ‘to provide the advantages of boarding education for pupils who have 
just failed to qualify for admission to Grammar or Technical Schools, boys of a good 
character and reasonable level of ability, with preference given to Essex residents and 
sons of service people.’  It was the first secondary boarding school in the country to 
be maintained by a local education authority.  In 1964, there were 250 pupils.  Fees 
were £201 per year, but grants were given according to income.

In summer 1980 Elmbridge School closed and was transferred to Fyfield in Essex.  All 
the school buildings and the site was developed into Elmbridge Retirement Village.

L������ ����: B D��������, F����� H����,1941 ���� ��� �� 
��� ����� �� ���� �� ��� ����

E���� S��������� �� S�����
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In my limited excursions into my family history I came across a short lived marriage 
of a great great aunt Susannah Emson.  She had been married for 30 years to John 
Rayner a farmer in Great Maplestead, when John died in1864 she subsequently 
married a Theobald Meyrick in 1866.  This marriage lasted some 3-4 days and led to 
very rapid divorce proceedings at the High Court.  As readers will know a lady getting 
a divorce in the 1860’s was exceptional as was the time length of the marriage.  This 
divorce suggested something interesting might underly the rapid divorce.

Further explorations revealed that Mr Meyrick featured in a popular London street 
ballad entitled “A Model Workhouse Master”1.  The gist of which is summarized in the 
following verses:-

This Mr M is a very nice man,

He can do what no man can

He swore if the girls did not obey

He would get them in a funny way.

There was Polly, Ann and Miss Nancy

He called them all his little fancy,

He was so fond of the pauper ladies

That he nearly filled the house with babies.

Theobald Meyrick was born in 1803 and had been a soldier before buying himself 
out of the army.  He had been a workhouse master in Daventry and Hendon before 
becoming master of the Bethnal Green Workhouse where he remained for 17 years.  
The workhouse replaced the poor relief provided by rural parishes.  The workhouse 
separated families and work was expected of all inmates with the men in one dormitory/
area and the wives housed separately.  A very basic subsistence diet was provided.  
The master was responsible to a Board of Guardians and Meyrick featured in several 
scandals including sexual assault of female inmates and failure to accommodate a 
pauper who was at first excluded and subsequently died.  There were allegations of 
corruption, (£20) being the price to pay off a lady and witnesses were also suborned 
to support Meyrick.  The Inspector of the Bethnal Green Work House was also a friend 
of Meyrick.  Meyrick escaped dismissal until 1866 when the Poor Law Board looked 
into the Bethnal Green Workhouse and he was dismissed after an affiliation order, a 
legal order that a man judged to be the father of an illegitimate child was granted, for 
a girl named Waddington, an inmate.  As one might guess Meyrick’s various scandals 
featured prominently in the local papers over the period 1862-1866.

At some point before he was dismissed as Master he met Susannah Rayner and 
they married in September 1866 and co-habited in the workhouse for 3-4 days 
“honeymoon” after this Susannah was sent back to her family in Great Maplestead.  

A Model Workhouse Master 
by Piers Emson (ESFH 4766)
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Meyrick visited her there but then left never to return.  Fortunately Susannah’s 
property from her husband’s will had not been released.  Without knowing the exact 
timings of events one can perhaps suggest Essex might have represented an escape 
for Meyrick from London scandals and his dismissal as master.  Susannah’s money 
from her husband may also have represented an incentive for marriage.

Susannah was granted a divorce in 1868 and evidence presented of the respondent’s 
adultery.  No blame was attached to Susannah by the court except perhaps of poor 
judgement.  When Meyrick died in Middlesex in 1871 he had changed his name to 
Charles Henry Stanley presumably to escape his notoriety!
1 A book of Scattered Leaves Poetry and Poverty in Broadside Ballads of the Nineteenth 
– century by J.G Hepburn London: Associated University Presses.

A ����� W�������� M�����

I  I  I

Do you have the surname Willingale in your family tree?  If so you must visit 
www.willingale.org as it is full of information regarding the Willingale surname.

I am always amazed by the amount of time and effort people put into family history 
and so it was when I met one of our members, Graham Richards, at our Research 
Centre and viewed the website he has created along with a few other dedicated family 
historians.  This surname family history site was formed in 2002 with the intention 
of bringing people together with the surname Willingale and as such has certainly 
succeeded as there are thousands of people with the surname listed and numerous 
family trees.  Read about how Thomas Willingale of Loughton upheld his right to 
lop trees from Epping Forest and was instrumental in the saving of the forest from 
development.  Lots of information on the website is free to view however to take full 
advantage of all the data a small membership fee is payable to access the area only 
for members.  Not only are there family trees, the members area contains over 1500 
photographs, archived copies of their journal, documents, press cuttings, correspond-
ence, DNA project, those killed in wars plus lots more detailing aspects of Willingale 
families worldwide.

References are made to the Willingale surname in Gt. Dunmow, Bocking and as early 
as the mid 14th century in Maldon and Heybridge.

For those of you unfamiliar with the names of Essex villages, Willingale is a small rural 
village and civil parish situated between Chelmsford and Ongar in the Epping District 
of Essex.  The civil parish was created on 1st April 1946 from the parishes of Shellow 
Bowells, Willingale Doe and Willingale Spain both of which were mentioned in the 
Domesday Book of 1086.  

The Willingale Family Name
By Colleen, Editor

www.willingale.org
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My first article on the life of Saffron Walden Quaker John 
Farmer was published in the August 2020 edition of the 
Essex Society for Family History Magazine.  Since then, 
in April 2021, I was delighted to receive the annual ESFH 
Award for a second time and for this I am extremely 
grateful as it will allow me to continue my self-funded 
research as a PhD Student at the University of Essex.  In 
this piece I am picking up the story with what happened 
to him when he permanently moved to America and 
how he ran into disaster as a forgotten Anti-Slavery 
Campaigner.

Just over a year after he came home to Saffron Walden 
from his epic American journey, in 1715 John Farmer 
returned alone to America.  Initially all went well and in 
late 1715 he was writing to the London meeting to request over four hundred and 
fifty books and pamphlets be sent to Maryland for dispersal amongst the Quaker 
communities there, a request that was approved.i  In a letter held in the Thaxted 
Quaker collection at the Essex Record Office, dated Virginia 1st June 1716, he also 
wrote to his wife Mary asking her to pack up her goods, gather the children and join 
him in Philadelphia where they would settle permanently.  He instructed her:

‘It is best for thee to send what goods thou shalt bring into Phyladelphia to Anthony 
Morris but com in thy self and ye children by ye way of Maryland excypt you think it 
best to come in ye ship with Anthony Morris when he doth return home.’ii

E������ �� L����� J��� F����� �� M��� F����� ����� V������� 1706.  
T�� ����� �� ���������� �� �������� �� T�� E���� R����� O����� 

However Mary stayed in Saffron Walden, possibly still nursing her sick daughter Mary 
Fulbigg or perhaps she had heard that John Farmer was already sowing the seeds of 

An Essex Quaker’s Indiscreet Zeal – 
the later American Adventures

By Julie Miller BA (Hons), MA
PhD Research Student

University of Essex
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personal disaster.  Mary decided not to put herself and her children at odds with the 
wider Quaker community and did not to go to America to join her husband of 17 years.  
As a result she never saw him again.

John Farmer had arrived back in America as the first abolitionist arguments were at 
their height amongst Quakers.  He had not passed comment in his journal of 1711-
14 but must have witnessed the suffering of slaves in the Caribbean and on the 
plantations of Virginia and Maryland during his travels in the ministry.  Quakers had 
been troubled by the slave question a few times previously but had chosen to wait for 
a common agreement to be felt in the Yearly and Monthly meetings, almost certainly 
because the senior Quaker leaders were often slave owners with significant vested 
interests.iii  The dichotomy was that whilst Quakers believed all men were equal under 
God, and slave owning certainly didn’t sit well with their philosophy, they were not yet 
ready to make any radical changes.

By early 1717 John Farmer had started an antagonistic anti-slavery campaign.  It’s 
not clear what exactly triggered his impassioned fight, but it may possibly have been 
as a result of reading or hearing the testimony of seasoned abolitionist campaigner 
and fellow Quaker William Southeby.  Southeby had been campaigning since 1696, 
and in 1714 had taken the Philadelphia Meeting to task saying, “it was incumbent 
on them ‘as leaders of American Quakerism’, to take a high moral position on 
slavery”.iv   He insisted Philadelphia did their Christian duty regarding slavery without 
waiting for recommendation from other meetings.  The Philadelphia meeting of June 
1716 censured Southeby and forced him to apologise for publishing unapproved 
pamphlets.  By December 1718 they were warning him of disownment as he had 
retracted his apology and published a further paper on the subject.

In April 1717 Farmer presented the Nantucket meeting with his pamphlet ‘Epistle 
Concerning Negroes’ condemning Quakers who owned slaves, and it was received 
with satisfaction.  Unfortunately the pamphlet has not survived, as far as we know.  
Emboldened by the reception he had received in Nantucket, and with his customary 
fervour, in 1717 Farmer requested a meeting of Elders and Ministers at the June 
Yearly meeting in Newport Rhode Island which took place on 4th June 1717 and 
there he presented them with two documents, one his ‘Epistle Concerning Negroes’, 
the other his criticism of ‘Casting Lotts’ (fortune telling) and his opinions were not well 
received by the audience there.  They felt he was undermining unity and stirring up 
division.  As a result Farmer was disciplined for refusing to surrender his pamphlets 
and continuing to campaign.  Records from the time report twenty Friends laboured 
with him overnight to encourage him to set aside his views.  But he would not and the 
following morning they refused him access to meetings until he was prepared to back 
down, which he never did. v

Minutes of the 1717 Newport Yearly meeting quietly record their decision on the 
subject of importing and keeping slaves as being to “wait for the wisdom of God 
how to discharge themselves in that weighty affair” but also that merchants should 
write to their “correspondents in the Islands to discourage them from sending any 
more.”  They would review it again at the 1718 meeting.  That was as far as they were 
prepared to go.vi

A� E���� Q�����’� I��������� Z���
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The Friends of Philadelphia were forced to take further action in the matter because 
Farmer was undeterred and continued to disturb meetings, shouting over ministers 
and making a general nuisance of himself.  He appealed to the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting in July 1718, but the Yearly Meeting felt no good would come from listening 
to his complaints, and that he could not be received in unity until he had recognised 
his writings were unacceptable.  When he refused to condemn his own work he was 
disowned.

This action by the Philadelphia Quakers appears to have been a matter of some 
embarrassment for years to come.  John Farmer had been intemperate in his 
language, and impatient for change to be hurried through, but to the gentle Quakers he 
employed what was later described witheringly as “Indiscreet Zeal” in the Biographical 
Sketch published in the journal ‘The Friend’ of 1855 vii.  The editor and author John 
Richardson says that:  “his actions might have been suffered to have slept in oblivion 
if it were not that Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting have been charged several 
times with silencing him, because of his testimony against slavery”. 

Presumably being disowned meant John 
Farmer lost access to the network of 
contacts he normally used to help him 
travel.  He remained in America, perhaps 
too poor, or too ashamed to return to 
England or perhaps because he was 
determined to keep fighting for the anti-
slavery cause.

‘The Friend’ Journal pondered:

“John Farmer may have rightly, as well 
as forcibly pled the cause of the slave.  If, 
after doing this, he had left the matter to 
the great Head of the Church, and whilst 
proclaiming his truth had endeavoured to 

N�� E������ Y����� M������: A������������� M������, 1672-1735

A� E���� Q�����’� I��������� Z���

E������ ���� T�� F�����, V�� XXVIII, V�� 
40 ���� 316, P�����������, 1855



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202118

cultivate in himself love and good will to those who differed from him, he … would 
have done more towards advancing the cause dear to his heart than could have been 
effected by denunciation or irritating language.”viii

Farmer lived in and around Philadelphia for the remainder of his life, holding small 
meetings of like-minded friends whenever he could and presumably continuing in his 
trade as a wool comber.  He died in Germantown near Philadelphia in late 1724 or 
early 1725 at the age of about 57, having never made it back home to his family.  In 
his will, written in August 1724, he left all his British possessions to his wife Mary, and 
his American possessions to his daughter Ann.  He left instructions to the executors 
that they put:

“no new linen on my dead body, but my worst shirt on it, and my worst handkerchief 
on ye head and ye worst drawers or briches on ye body and ye worst stockings on ye 
legs & feet.  And invite my neighbours to com to my house & there thirst in moderation 
with a Barrel of Sider & two gallons of Rum or other spirit.”ix

John Farmer may have been an old sober-sides, but he made sure he got a decent 
send off.  Probate on the will was granted 11th January 1724/5.x  Ann Farmer 
arrived in America in late December 1724 to claim her father’s estate and joined the 
Philadelphia Quaker community.  

Thus the story of John Farmer, the Essex Quaker in America, comes to an end.  But 
my research goes on and I am now looking at the extraordinary women in John 
Farmer’s life, his daughter Ann, step daughter Mary Fulbigg and especially his wife 
Mary Farmer.  They all had a role to play in the adventures of this man and their 
stories also deserve to be told, so keep an eye out for future updates.
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Forthcoming Online Meetings
At the time of going to press details of future workshops were yet to be confirmed.  
Our talks and workshops may be subject to change so please always check our 
website under the ESFH Events tab for the latest information.  Once you click 
on the lecture title details of the speaker will appear along with the log in time and 
passwords.  We must have your email details to be able to send you the appropriate 
email notification of the lecture.  Details of all online events are emailed to all members 
some days beforehand.

December 2021

04 December 2.30pm - Sharing Traditional Celebrations around the World with 
our members overseas, and with a Quiz  
Workshop - Topic TBA

January 2022

04 January  7.00pm - Workshop Topic TBA
08 January 2.15pm - Frost, Freezes and Fairs by Ian Currie
15 January 10.00am - Workshop/Open Day - Problem Solving
20 January 7.30pm - The 1921 Census by Myko Clelland
Workshop - Topic TBA 

February 2022

05 February 2.30pm - The Golden Age of Coaching by Graham Sutherland
Horse drawn travel, particularly in the 18th & 19th centuries.
12 February - Ideas for researching Non Conformist Ancestors by Jackie Depelle
19 February 10.30am - ESFH Website explained by our Webmaster
19 February 2.00pm - My Ancester Came from Essex by Gill Blanchard
Workshop - Topic TBA  

March 2022

04 - 06 March - The Society will be taking part in RootsTech 2022 and we 
encourage everyone to sign up online for this event.  It is a free event.
12 March 2.15pm - Churchill’s Secret Army by Hugh Frostick
19 March 10.00am - Video Session followed by discussion
19 March 2.00pm - Computer Help Session
Workshops - Two workshops are scheduled for March - topics TBA 
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Danbury Park Maternity Home
by Simon Polley

D������ P����� ������ ��� ��� ��� �����
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The history of Danbury Park as a maternity home all started on the day that war broke 
out.

A month earlier General and Mrs Wigan had offered their home as an emergency 
hospital in case of war.  The authorities anticipated about 260 expectant mothers 
would leave London to have their babies in Essex.  They were overwhelmed when 
over a thousand arrived. 

Mrs Wigan took a call on the afternoon of that first day, 3rd September 1939, asking 
if she could take 20 mothers from London who were waiting in Chelmsford and had 
nowhere else to go.

She agreed, of course, and the coach carrying 20 mothers-to-be arrived at the house 
to be accommodated in the ballroom - which would not be used as a ballroom again 
for at least six years!

The Ministry of Health recognised Danbury Park as an emergency maternity home, 
staffed with midwives and Red Cross VAD nurses.  Dr Pirie, from Great Baddow, took 
care of their medical needs.

The Wigans’ staff all helped - later Mrs Wigan said she could not have carried on 
without them.  They provided milk from prize-winning Jersey cows, eggs from their 
own hens and home-grown vegetables.

The bombs that were expected to fall on London did not arrive, and presumably 
the rush of mothers escaping London slowed down, because by July 1940 places 
at the maternity home were being offered to all pregnant women in Essex, not just 
evacuees.

Soon after that, the bombing raids on London started with a vengeance and probably 
the numbers of East End mothers choosing Danbury Park increased as well.

In all, 2168 babies were born at Danbury Park before it closed as a maternity home 
in April 1946.  There were 1096 boys and 1072 girls, including one set of triplets and 
several sets of twins.

The original register of babies born at Danbury Park was unfortunately lost.  However 
following a presentation by the Danbury Society in 2004 some babies came forward.  
These were recorded by the late Norman Bartlett, executive member, and thus a 
new register was born.  This was taken over by Marie Polley, her late sisters being 
Winifred, who worked as one of the VAD nurses, and Isabel, who was secretary to 
the Wigans.  Sadly Marie died in 2017 and the register is now held by her eldest son 
Simon, and so far has over 500 names, so just a few still to find!

The ‘Danbury Park Babies’ have had regular reunions since the first one in 2005, the 
most significant one recently being for the 80th anniversary when a memorial was 
unveiled in Danbury Country Park on the 12th October 2019.

The babies agreed to create the memorial to Danbury Park Maternity Home, with a 
dedication to General & Mrs Wigan, the nursing staff and the mothers and babies.  A 
fund raising campaign raised the necessary funds from the generosity of the babies 
located around the world.

D������ P��� M�������� H���
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Danbury Country Park kindly agreed to locate the memorial overlooking the garden 
of ‘Danbury Palace’, as it was known after 1845 when it was sold to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners as a house for Dr Murray the Bishop of Rochester. Today it is still 
known as Danbury Palace and has been converted into apartments.

The memorial was covered with the shawl from the layette given by Queen Elizabeth 
to the mother of George Heseltine, the 2000th baby born at Danbury Park.  The actual 
unveiling was performed by Christine Clare, the 3rd baby, and Sue Littlewood, the 
last.

For more information on Danbury Park Babies please visit : 

www.danburyparkbabies.org.uk and the Facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/DanburyParkBabies

C�������� C����, S�� ���������� ��� ��� M���� ��������� ��� ������
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The case of Margaret Rickett (or Ricketts) heard at the Saffron Walden County 
Bench in 1893 is both shocking and distressing but in the light of her background 
and upbringing it is perhaps unsurprising.  We stumbled across her story whilst 
researching our own family history.

In an unusual extract from the Saffron Walden Reporter dated December 2019 we 
saw an article in bold headlined: ‘Cases of child neglect and mistreatment show 
five-fold increase across county’.  Figures released by the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) show a sharp rise in cases of parents 
or carers deliberately neglecting, assaulting, abandoning their children, or exposing 
them to serious harm and unnecessary suffering.1

Due to Covid restrictions we set our findings to one side, but then earlier this year 
the question of child abuse and exploitation was brought to the fore as in January 
2021 the number of reported incidents of children dying or being seriously harmed 
after suspected abuse or neglect rose by a quarter following England’s first lockdown 
last year.  The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel received 285 serious 
incident notifications from  April to September.  This is an increase of 27% from the 
same period the previous year and that was reinforced by a separate report from the 
NSPCC, “The impact of COVID-19 on child abuse in the UK.” 

This is, however, far from a new situation as the story of Margaret Rickett illustrates.  
Founded in 1884 as the London SPCC by the Reverend Benjamin Waugh, the 
NSPCC is the only UK children’s charity with statutory powers that enable it to take 
action to safeguard children at risk of abuse.

BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows 2...

Thus it was that The Prevention of Cruelty to, and Protection of, Children Act 1889, 
commonly known as the Children’s Charter, an Act of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (as it then was), was born after several false 
starts and a lengthy gestation period, including five years of campaigning by the 
London SPCC who, on its becoming law, changed its name to the NSPCC, because 
by then it had branches across Great Britain and Ireland.  Rev. Waugh became its 
founding director and Queen Victoria its first patron, and in its initial five years it 
helped almost 4000 children who, until that time, had less protection in law than an 
animal.  It was the first Act of Parliament for the prevention of cruelty to children.  It 
enabled the state to intervene, as never before, in relations between parents and 

Child Cruelty - Victorian Style:
‘An Awful Case’

by Lesley Furlong (ESFH 28506) & Mike Furlong (ESFH 7506)

Part One



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202124 Essex Family Historian No.175 December 202125

children.  Police could arrest anyone found ill-treating a child, and enter a home if a 
child was thought to be in danger.  The Act included guidelines on the employment of 
children and outlawed begging:

Restrictions on employment of children. Any person who — (a) causes or procures 
any child, being a boy under the age of fourteen years, or being a girl under the age 
of sixteen years, to be in any street for the purpose of begging or receiving alms, 
or of inducing the giving of alms, whether under the pretence of singing, playing, 
performing, offering anything for sale, or otherwise.

Margaret Rickett
Margaret Rickett had a shaky start in life and her early years were difficult to track; 
she was baptised at All Saints, Rickling Church on 5 April 1863 (Fig. 1).3  However, 
we were unable to locate her birth record at the General Register Office, perhaps 
not unexpectedly, as her father William was an illiterate agricultural labourer and her 
mother Susan was also unable to read or write. 

F��. 1.  E������ ���� ��� 1862/3 R������� B������ R�������.

William had been born about 1812 in Quendon and baptised as Ricket on 8 December 
1816, the son of James and Mary.4  He died in 1878 aged 66 years and was buried 
in Rickling on 24 February.5  Mother Susan (née Law) is not in the baptismal register 
for Rickling.6  We did find however a Mary Law who had five children out of wedlock, 
so perhaps did not get round to registering Susan’s birth.  Her birth could have been 
anywhere between 1814 and 1822, since her burial in Rickling Church on 17 April 
1895 records that she was aged 81 years, and had been in the Saffron Walden Union 
Workhouse (a place that Margaret also got to know well!).7

So with a base-born mother and an uneducated father, Margaret’s background did not 
give her the best start in life.

Following her baptism, Margaret’s history begins with the first official entry for her in 
the 1871 census where we find her recorded as Margarett (note spelling) aged eight 
years in High Road, Rickling with her family.  Her father was listed as an ‘AgLab’ and 

T�� ����� �� ���������� �������� �� ��� E���� R����� O����� 
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‘Margarett’ as a scholar, although clearly we can ascertain from later events that she 
did not learn much from school.8

In the 1881 census Margaret was living with her sister Hannah Massey (born 
Quendon, baptised 3 May 1857), brother-in-law and her mother Susan (a widow) in 
Camberwell.  She was unmarried and had no children.9

Illegitimate children
Margaret’s first child, Annie Rickett was registered in Saffron Walden District 1883 
and she was baptised on 7 October 1883 at Rickling Church - daughter of Margaret 
(no father named).10  In the 1891 census, however, her daughter Anne was listed as 
being 12 years old, which would mean she was born in 1879.  Either Margaret did not 
know exactly when she was born, or could only guess her age. 

Her second was William Bertie Lindsell (son of) Rickett born 12 October 1885 and 
baptised at St. Mary’s Church, Debden on 28 February 1886, his mother a single 
woman.11  Then the third child, Margaret Sarah was registered under the name of 
Lindsell in Saffron Walden District in 1888, and baptised 5 August 1888, her parents 
recorded as Margaret and William Lindsell.12

In the 1891 census Margaret was listed as living back in Rickling at Quendon Street, 
as ‘wife’ of agricultural labourer William Lindall (Lindsell) aged 49, with her mother 
Susan (widow) aged 79. 

Margaret now stated that she was born in Quendon.  Her children recorded were 
Anne aged 12 born in Rickling, William Bertie Rose? Rhodes? Lindall aged 8 born in 
Debden and Margaret Sarah Lindall aged 3 years born in Rickling.13

As to Margaret’s new man, there is a William Lindsell baptised in Quendon on 14 
August 1840, son of James (labourer) and Mary.14  William was recorded as living with 
his parents as an unmarried agricultural labourer in both the 1861 and 1871 census 
returns, and with his widowed mother in the 1881 census.15  (We found a William 
Lindsell from Saffron Walden Union Workhouse was buried in Rickling on 10 February 
1909, aged 67 years.) 16

Finally we have the birth of a daughter, registered as Polley Rose Lindsell at Saffron 
Walden in 1891.17  But the baptism registration is most interesting: William and 
Margaret of Quendon Street, Rickling took their newly-born daughter to the church 
of St Simon & St Jude in Quendon on 4 July 1891, and she was baptised as Rose 
Mary Linsell.18  However, the vicar subsequently amended the register (in different 
ink) as follows: he struck through the name of William and Linsell and in the surname 
box entered the name ‘Rickett’.  Also in the margin he wrote ‘parents not married’.  
So technically we assume Rose was now Rickett, not Linsell even though the GRO 
has her as Lindsell.  One can only speculate what name she used later in life.  We 
do know, from future workhouse records, that all four children were classed as ‘base-
born’.

The continuing story of how Margaret and her family ended up in the workshouse 
followed by an appearance in court will be published in the March 2022 issue.

C���� C������ - V�������� S����
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Andrew Wiltshire’s book BEATRIX POTTER’S SECRET CODE 
BREAKER is a new paperback edition of his acclaimed biography 
of Leslie Linder, the Buckhurst Hill resident and Essex businessman 
who, in the 1950s, took five years to break open the cipher code that 
Beatrix Potter had invented when aged fifteen, and then used, between 
1881 and 1897, to record 200,000 words of her private thoughts and 
observations BEFORE creating The Tale of Peter Rabbit.

Linder’s code breaking is illustrated so, too, are amusing examples 
from his four years of work translating what Beatrix had written for she 
never expected others to read her ‘jottings’.  When Frederick Warne 
published this Journal in 1966 Linder became a worldwide literary, film 
and television celebrity. 

Andrew also describes Linder’s family, career, upper-middle class 
background and the enjoyment of a country estate on the edge 
of London supported by contracts with clients like Marconi of 
Chelmsford.  Living nearby Andrew was part of the Linder’s church, 
social and work groups receiving copies of his books and personal 
insights into Linder’s discoveries.  He has spent five years bringing 
together extensive research, unique photographs, and the recollec-
tions of those who, like him, knew and remember Linder’s remarkable 
story.

Alan Titchmarsh, MBE VMH DL has described the book as: ‘A 
fascinating story of persistence, intelligence and luck that let us into 
the secret world of the creator of Peter Rabbit!’ AND Dame Patricia 
Routledge DBE, Patron of The Beatrix Potter Society has said it is ‘… 
a wonderfully well written work’. 

BEATRIX POTTER’S SECRET CODE BREAKER is available for 
£19.00 + P&P from https://beatrixpottersociety.org.uk/shop
(By PayPal) or contact ++(0)7831774499

ALL COPIES SIGNED FOR MEMBERS OF THE ESSEX 
SOCIETY FOR FAMILY HISTORY.

A Danbury Author Offers A Fascinating 
Book To Read - And Give As A Present

https://beatrixpottersociety.org.uk/shop
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‘A name and a birthplace on a grave in the 
Himalayas - a whole era of British world 
history came to life for me through no more 
than that.’  So says the author, Susan Jellis, 
who has a professional background as an 
editor, lexicographer and writer.  She lives in 
Saffron Walden, Essex, and mainly writes on 
historical topics, especially in garden history.  
From the Caribbean to India, via the Isle of 
Man, South Africa and Abyssinia, the author 
has tracked the story of an unknown woman 
through the nineteenth century.  Elizabeth 
Anne Blackall’s grave is in Dharamsala, 
a mountain town on the Indian side of the 
Himalayas where the Dalai Lama has lived 
since his flight from Tibet in 1959.  She had 
had a very long journey from her birth in 1822 
in the Isle of Man to her final resting place in 
1871.  Who was she?  How had she come 
to be in Dharamsala?  A long search through 
many libraries, archives and websites 
uncovered a family trail around the globe more unexpected than any that could have 
been imagined.  It revealed a family whose story was intertwined with major incidents 
of history around the British Empire in the nineteenth century, including a mutiny of 
freed-slave soldiers in the British Caribbean in the Napoleonic wars, a supposed ‘hero 
of Trafalgar’, the East India Company army, the general whose ill-advised actions were 
a major factor in the Indian Mutiny and a famous hostage crisis in Abyssinia which led 
to a massive British military rescue expedition and the death of an emperor.

The book offers a personal view on world events seen through the lives of Elizabeth’s 
globe-trotting relatives, as well as revealing the small, intermarried sphere of 
colonial families of the time.  This illustrated 213 page book has extensive notes 
and bibliographies to each chapter as well as a comprehensive list of endnotes for 
primary sources.  It is available on Amazon Kindle at £4.99 or in paperback at £7.99.  
Independently published.

Looking for Eliza…and Finding a Globe-Trotting 
Family

by Susan Jellis

Book Review by Mike Furlong (ESFH 7506)
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The EurekA Partnership have just released two Pre 1841 Census Returns for Essex.  

Latest Releases for Essex from 
The EurekA Partnership

They are: -

Essex Census Return Group Two
This volume consists of a transcript of the 
1821 census for Beaumont cum Mose, 
the 1831 census of Brightlingsea, the 
1811 census of Great Clacton, the 1831 
census of Little Bentley, the 1821 census 
of Mistley, the 1811 census of Thorrington 
and the 1811 census of Wrabness.  52 
pages at a cost of £4.50

Essex Census Return Group Four 
This volume contains the 1811 and 1821 
census of Gestingthorpe, the 1811 and 
1815 census of Middleton, the 1811, 
1821 and 1831 census of Tilbury juxta 
Clare, the 1809 census of Wakes Colne 
and the 1831 census of Wormingford.  40 
pages at a cost of £3.50

For ordering details and to see other 
publications please check out their 
website

www.eurekapartnership.com
I  I  I

From the Daily Telegraph Wednesday 14th July 2021
“Foote/Ball – Surgeon Lieutenant Harry Edward Ball, Royal Navy, will be teaming 
up with Miss Lucy Sarah Foote on Friday 16th July 2021 at Holy Trinity Parish and 
Garrison church, Windsor, kicking off at 2pm.  Good Match”.

Fred Feather V.P. 

www.eurekapartnership.com
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SAFFRON WALDEN UNION
Essex Record Office Ref G/SW M2-2a

6 Dec 1839 Saffron Walden Parish.  John WHITEHEAD the reputed father of 
Susan START’s child

6 Dec 1839  Hempsted Parish.  John FORD the reputed father of Betsy SURRIDGE’s 
child

6 Dec 1839 Chrishall Parish.  William DAY the reputed father of Eliza MARSH’s 
child

14 Feb1840 Elmdon Parish.  George HAILES of Reed, Hertfordshire, the reputed 
father of Susan WARREN’s child

21 Feb 1840 Saffron Walden Parish.  George BACON of Saffron Walden labourer, 
the reputed father of Mary Ann MILLER’s child

4 Dec 1840 Wenden Lofts Parish.  Joseph CLARK of Newport, the reputed father of 
Sarah HAGGER’s child

7 May 1841 Lt. Chesterford Parish.  Ware FULLER of Gt. Hadham the reputed 
father of Ann SMITH’s child  

21 May 1841 Littlebury Parish.  Ware FULLER - the mother’s settlement is at 
Littlebury and not Lt. Chesterton.  A new notice signed

18 Jun 1841 Littlebury Parish.  The notice to Ware FULLER not served as he was 
absent from Gt. Hadham.  A new notice signed

25 Jun 1841 Littlebury Parish.  The notice to Ware FULLER not served as he is 
believed to be in Bucks

1 Oct 1841 Great Chesterford Parish.  Swan MANSFIELD the reputed father of 
Sarah COOPER’s child

29 Oct 1841 Newport Parish.  Joseph SPENCER the reputed father of Susan 
HARVEY’s child

25 Feb 1842 Saffron Walden Parish.  William PETTIT of Saffron Walden labourer, 
the reputed father of Ann TAYLOR’s child

19 Aug 1842 Saffron Walden Union.  John REYNOLDS the reputed father of Rachel 
FLACK’s child

Looked to the end of 1845 no more Bastardy Notices mentioned

Transcribed by Angela Hillier (ESFH 28397)

for Saffron Walden, Romford, Orsett and Epping Unions 

Bastardy Data From the 
Board of Guardians Minute Books
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ROMFORD UNION
No mention of Bastardy cases 3 Jun 1836 to the end of 1839

ORSETT UNION
Essex Record Office Ref G/OR M2-3

18 Jun 1840 Affiliation order on John PHILLIPS for the bastard child of Eliza 
CHANDLER of West Thurrock

24 Nov 1842 Samuel BEARMAN, a boy belonging to Fobbing, having applied for 
relief it was disallowed but as it seemed that Samuel SPARROW, the 
putative father of the Boy was bound by an Order of Justices to pay 
2/6 per week towards his support the Assistant Overseer was directed 
to take measures to enforce the payment

Looked to the end of 1843 no more Bastardy Notices mentioned

EPPING UNION
Essex Record Office Ref G/E M2

29 Sep 1837 The Clerk was requested to write to Mr BROOKS of Clavering 
Vicarage concerning his pupil John THOMPSON he being the father 
of the illegitimate child of Mary Ann HUTCHINGS and to endeavour 
to obtain payment for the maintenance of the said child and in case 
of non compliance to inform him that immediate proceedings will be 
taken for the enforcement thereof

11 May 1838 Geo BANKS, servant to Mr STOKES of Hoddesden, to inform him that 
an affiliation order will be sought at the next Quarter Sessions unless 
he makes a proper allowance to Louisa TUCKER of Roydon for the 
maint: of the child she is carrying

13 Jul 1838 It was resolved that [not given] WESTWOOD the reputed father of 
Esther WOOD’s child of the parish of Nellswell be proceeded against 
for maintenance of his bastard at the present time in the Union 
workhouse and therefore chargeable to the said parish

7 Sep 1838 The Clerk was requested to write to the Overseers of the Poor of 
Royden Union to require them to proceed against the reputed father 
of Louisa TUCKER’s child at the next Sessions in order that the child 
may be affiliated to him

31 May 1839 The Clerk was requested to write to [not given] TAYLOR who is 
accused by Mr MOSSE of being the father of Jane ALEY’s child 
belonging to the parish of Harlow and to state to him the purport of Mr 
MOSSE’s letter

B������� D���
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“My Ancestor was a Liar”, the talk at the beginning of this year by David Annal was 
enjoyable and enlightening and rang several bells with me.  I have several ancestors 
whose answers to various questions, legal and otherwise, leave a deal to be desired.  
One of my great grandmothers, as David suggested, covered up her illegitimacy (she 
is baptised and in the census as being illegitimate) by giving a fallacious father’s name 
when she married.  Her middle class husband’s family from Scotland and her family 
from Northants were probably not there to challenge the lie when they married in 
London.  I have yet to go to the Northants Record Office to have a proper search for 
her father’s name but somehow I doubt I will find anything.  She and her mother lived 
with her grandparents until her mother married later on, and as her grandfather was a 
miller, who are usually not amongst the very poor, it is unlikely that her mother applied 
for relief from the Parish or the Board of Guardians, but I need to check other sources 
to make sure I can’t find anything.

The parish register supplied the information that she was illegitimate but did not give 
a father’s name though in another of my families the baptism entry is asterisked in the 
margin and at the foot of the page the Vicar has written “This couple are not married 
and the above entry should read Mary illegitimate daughter of .....”.  A starting place 
would be to look for a Bastardy Bond in the parish records deposit (a kind of legal 
maintenance contract signed by the putative (suggested) father engaging to pay for 
the cost of the birth and a weekly or monthly maintenance amount).  Though some of 
these do survive they must be a fraction of the number that were signed judging by the 
number of merry begot, bastard or illegitimate children there were.  Check the other 
parish records, chiefly those of the Overseer of the Poor, to see if there is any mention 
of costs or maintenance.  The mother would have been questioned (an examination) 
for the name of the putative father and a copy of this may be found if the Bastardy 
Bond is no longer extant.  If nothing is found there a check to see if any family will 
mentions the child might help.  Failing this you may perhaps think that you had hit the 
brick wall, other than a DNA match.  However there is one more source I can suggest 
which may help and that is Sessions records, though they too may not contain what 
you are looking for.  These records, if they exist, may begin in the 1600’s or earlier so 
they can help a long way back.

If the woman was likely to ask the Parish for money (parish relief) to help keep her and 
the child she would be examined and if she gave the name of the putative father (she 
may not have known this or refused to give it for some reason) the authorities would 
contact him.  In the best scenario they would try and persuade the couple to marry or 
even try to pay another man to marry her.  If this failed but the putative father signed a 
Bastardy Bond all was well.  If he wouldn’t sign or couldn’t be found an arrest warrant 
was requested from a local JP.  When the man was found he was taken to the local 

Searching For The Father Of The Child
by Angela Hillier (ESFH 28397)
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prison.  He may have been able to find someone to stand bail for him or entered into 
a recognizance (he agreed to pay an amount of money if he did not turn up at court 
with one or two other people also offering sureties (amounts of money to ensure he 
did), which they forfeited if he did not turn up).  The recognizance with brief details of 
names and amounts and the reason for it were entered into the Court records.  If one 
wasn’t signed the man stayed in prison until his court appearance. 

At the Court hearing the woman would be examined again and produce witnesses 
to prove her case.  The defendant was also questioned and could bring his own 
witnesses to dispute her claims.  Having heard all the evidence the JP’s would decide 
if the man before them was the father, they may hold the case over to the next Session 
in order that more evidence be brought before them or if they didn’t think the evidence 
was compelling enough they would clear him in which case he was free to go and his 
recognizance was annulled.  If he was adjudged to be the father he was compelled 
to sign a Bastardy Bond before being allowed to leave and have his recognizance 
annulled.  If he refused to sign the Bond he was held in prison until he did, with some 
men staying there for quite a while.  In the early days the only other way out of prison 
was to join the army as you were unable to be made to pay for such a crime at the time 
but it was probably not the wisest choice.  It has to be said that this is not necessarily a 
foolproof way of finding the name of the child’s father as I have seen cases where the 
woman and the real father have tried to “fit” someone else up, or it has been proved 
that the woman was lying.  The details of the hearing are written up neatly in the Order 
books, or may be found, perhaps with more information, in the Clerks Minute books.  
The latter being written as the case is in court can be hard to read, as the clerk trying 
to keep up with the evidence doesn’t seem to worry too much about the legibility of 
his writing.  As an example:-

Buckingham Record Office Ref: Q/SO

4 Apr 1706 Examination of Susan COLLINGS of Newton Longueville, spinster, 
who stated that James CLARKE of Gossoms End in Norcherd, co 
Hertford, had 3 times “plaid the part of a married man to and with her” 
and that she was by child with him.

18 Jul 1706 Recognizance entered into by James CLERKE of Northchurch, co 
Hertford, tanner, with Thomas TARBOX of Soulbury, farmer as surety 
for bastardy with Susan COLLINGS of Newton Longville, spinster.

10 Oct 1706 Maintenance Order against James CLARKE of Northchurch, co 
Hertford, tanner, in respect of the son of Susan COLLINS of Newton 
Longville, spinster. Anthony HORTON and others gave evidence.

There seem to be no further entries in this case so it appears that James paid up.  If 
he had not done so there may be a repeat of the proceedings when the Parish get 
another arrest warrant to recover the missed payments.  Not all the recognizances 
entered into seem to result in a Court hearing so I imagine that the defendants sign a 
Bond making a Court appearance unnecessary.  If this is the case the recognizance 
itself gives you the information you need.

S�������� F�� T�� F����� O� T�� C����
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The 1834 Poor Law Act gave the Board of Guardians the power to obtain Maintenance 
Orders (in essence a Bastardy Bond) which in 1839 was transferred to the Petty 
Sessions, though the Parish Officers had used this court for that purpose since at 
least 1801.  In 1844 a law was passed enabling the mother to apply for a Maintenance 
Order too and they all used this Court to bring charges for non-payment if an Order 
had been signed.  The Petty Sessions, held weekly, were a much more local Court 
which dealt with petty offences as the name implies, non payment of train fares, not 
paying tolls, having no lights on your bicycle, not sending your children to school, 
falling asleep in charge of a wagon as well as with the Maintenance Order cases.  
I have only seen the Clerks Minute books for these Courts and am not sure if the 
equivalent of an Order Book is ever made.  Like the Minutes of the Quarter Sessions 
the writing is not great but they can be extremely informative if the Clerk does a 
more or less verbatim report of the proceedings.  Those of the Bullingdon Sessions 
in Oxford are a highly salacious read but also very distressing in the cases where the 
woman was raped.  The Southwark, Lambeth and Wandsworth Police Court Petty 
Sessions sent a return of all the Maintenance cases to the Surrey Quarter Sessions 
from c1844 - 1858 which consist of lists of cases and their outcomes.

To find out what is available use the Gibson Guide “Quarter Sessions Records for 
Family Historians”.  For Essex there seems to be a fairly complete set from 1556 
- 20th century with a couple of small gaps.  There are also records for Havering, 
Maldon, Saffron Walden, Colchester and Harwich.  Unfortunately the Guide doesn’t 
deal with Petty Session Records so you will have to enquire at the relevant Record 
Office where the records seem usually to be held under the prefix PS.

A ����� �� �������� ������� G���� H������ P��� O�����.  O�� ������� ��� ���� 
���� ������������.

S�������� F�� T�� F����� O� T�� C����



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202136 Essex Family Historian No.175 December 202137

The Legitimacy of Bastards 
Helen Matthews, the author, has subtitled this 
216 page illustrated hardback published by Pen & 
Sword in 2019, “The Place of Illegitimate Children 
in Later Medieval England”.  Helen Matthews 
studied medieval history at two London Educational 
Institutions and the content of the book is based on 
a thesis on this topic.  Helen Matthews sets out 
specifically to trace the lives of the children of the 
English nobility and gentry in the years from 1250 
to 1500.  The attitudes to illegitimacy are examined 
as well as the lives of the men who fathered them 
and the women who bore them.

The author points out that it was not uncommon for 
a nobleman to sire as many as eight bastards from 
a complicated love life and these children not only 
were unable to inherit but were also barred from 
the priesthood.  In an introduction the author considers what is meant by illegitimacy 
before exploring bastards in history, the heraldry of bastards and researching their 
lives.  She then considers the implications of bastardy in canon (Ecclesiastical) and 
common law and forms of making bastards legitimate.  Next a case study is presented 
of a typical family before sexual misconduct, marriage, adultery and society’s attitude 
to bastard children is explored.  Another section looks at the inheritance of bastards 
including the marriage of daughters whilst the final chapter concentrates on the career 
opportunities for bastards in public office, royal and military service, the Church and 
elsewhere.  The author helpfully includes a glossary of terms found in the book, with 
an extensive tabular listing of the families of individuals featured in the text with their 
parents, siblings, spouses and children plus a comprehensive bibliography and an 
index.

This book reveals the secrets of the lives of children born out of wedlock as the 
wealthy were in arranged marriages and as a result took mistresses and what 
provision was made for them.  You will learn that opportunities were open to them in 
the 13th to late 16th centuries.  The recommended retail price is £25.  See www.pen-
and-sword.co.uk
Radio Broadcasting
The author Gordon Bathgate has subtitled this 215 page paperback “A History of 
the Airwaves”.  Gordon is well placed to compile this story as he is a writer and 
broadcaster who has spent 35 years working in radio, currently as a presenter.  He 

Book Reviews 
by Eric Probert V.P.

www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
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has also published articles in magazines and 
written other books.  The book was published in 
2020 the centennial year of Marconi’s experimental 
radio transmissions.  The author sets out to 
commemorate this event by examining the history 
of the development of radio from the early electrical 
engineering pioneers to broadcasting networks 
worldwide and especially in North America.  The 
role of radio during the 2nd World War is also 
highlighted.  Forty black and white photographs of 
personalities, equipment, installations and posters 
from the last one hundred years of radio broadcasts 
illustrate the text and there is a bibliography of 
relevant publications to enable the reader to learn 
more but alas no index.

With the aid of this book you can reminisce about 
your favourite radio programmes and associated 
personalities that have entertained us over the years as well as learning how radio 
broadcasting developed over time.  Published by Pen & Sword at a cost of £14.99.  
See www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
Tracing Your Ancestors using the UK Historical Timeline
This guide for family historians is an illustrated paperback of 154 pages compiled by 
Angela Smith and Neil Bertram.  Angela Smith has a Doctorate in Combined Historical 
Studies and is a lecturer in history topics whilst Neil Bertram graduated with a degree 
in history and now is a volunteer and researcher for the Boathouse 4 Exhibition in 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard.

The aim of the authors is to provide a tool for family historians regarding the setting of 
a timeline covering historic events in the wider social/economic arena and to include 

family history milestones that are relevant when 
tracing your ancestors.  The contents are arranged 
in 11 chapters covering the years 1066-2020.  
Each page has the heading Year, Socio-Cultural, 
and Monarchy, State and Church as shown on 
page 38.  There is a useful Subject Index detailing 
the years relevant to that subject.  I could see this 
timeline guide being very useful when writing up a 
family history both to check for dates and events 
your ancestors could have been involved with or 
more generally giving the reader an understanding 
of what was happening in a particular year of their 
ancestor’s life.  If you want a novel and different 
approach as an aid memoire to family history this is 
the book for you. Published by Pen & Sword it is a 
snip at £12.99.  See www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

B��� R������

www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
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Recollections of Joan Mary Young (née Osborn) 
1907-1988

Many of you will have been following the diary of Joan in our previous issues.  So 
here are her final diary entries in the last decade of her life starting in the early part 
of 1982.
11th February 1982
Bulbs coming through.  J & D have called in several times for cuppa and I have coffee 
with Grace at Lion Walk House every two or three weeks.
We are to have two new coins - £1 and 20 pence pieces.  The rail strike goes on – now 
3 days a week.  It has lasted five weeks and no nearer a solution.  Postage up – now 
121⁄2p and 151⁄2p.  Football prices rise - £1 for children and pensioners, adults £1.50.
A wonderful day on 29th July last year for the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady 
Diana Spencer.  Now a Baby due in June.
4th September 1982
The royal baby, Prince William, was born on 21st June.  The Royal Family are now at 
Balmoral and have today attended the Games at Braemar.
My Ascot heater at sink has given out, and I am having a new Multipoint to serve 
basin, bath and sink which will cost £287.  Prices keep rising all the time and fish 
fingers which were 41 pence a few months ago are now 48 pence.  The nurses 
are refusing an offer of 1% rise and going on strike, and the miners are to strike in 
sympathy on 22nd September.
Football has started, and there has been a wrestling match across the road.
I was at Writtle for Mary’s birthday – also the first and fourth weeks of the school 
holiday (they went camping in Wales on 2nd and 3rd weeks) and Mrs Dale and I had 
the girls last week between us.
Mrs Buckel and Mrs Ling have their houses up for sale, but nothing doing.  
Harry’s affairs are being cleared up – the house is sold and paid for.
It is back to square 1 for the Town Square project, they cannot seem to agree about 
it.
The Falkland war seems over, but much violence in Beirut.  All the news is 
depressing.
If William were back he would see a good many changes: there have to be police 
patrolling in the precinct as there has been so much trouble.  The small shops appear 
and disappear, big office blocks stand empty.
There have been several muggings of old people for the sake of money, probably only 
for a very little.

Introduction by Colleen, Editor



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202140 Essex Family Historian No.175 December 202141

Hope to knit a cardigan but the wool (or nylon) is very expensive and pins and wool 
all metric units.
I had some seeds from Hurst’s which have produced fine crops.  It has been a very 
good summer on the whole but turning cooler now.
January 1983
We are having a fairly mild winter compared to last, though I seem to feel the cold 
more – age I expect.  I went to Writtle on the 19th December and returned on 29th.  
We went to Tiptree on 26th and to Berkhamsted on 28th.  The Town Square has not 
been settled yet.
February 1984
I have just returned from Writtle (55 Mayfield Road) where I have spent the half-term 
week.  The weather turned very cold about the middle of the week, but on Tuesday 
we went to Berkhamsted and spent a happy day with the family there: there is now a 
recently-opened dual carriageway taking us from Margaretting to Hemel Hempstead 
so we only took just over an hour.  I went to the library and another day to the shops 
near Long Brandocks.
We came home yesterday afternoon – rather cold.  On Saturday David and Mary 
entertained a family they had met in Derbyshire – the Leggetts from Shenfield.  
George Thornton is in Chelmsford & Essex Hospital having had an operation on 
Friday.  I rang Ethel – it wasn’t convenient to meet but we hope to at Easter.
My Amaryllis given me by Alice Stedman for Christmas has grown considerably in the 
week.  Crocuses are coming through and daffodils in bud.  I sprained my ankle (tore 

a ligament) in the spring and fell on 
16th October and broke the tip of 
my left elbow.
The Town Square is still not settled 
– awaiting a meeting on 11th April.  
We have new neighbours at 44 – 
Jeffreys by name.  They have three 
boys, Karl, Duncan and Stuart and 
a black Labrador called Henry.
I have had some correspondence 
with Naomi about an article by 
Mr. Credland of Hull Museum on 
Charles Smith the young surgeon 
of Coggeshall who survived an 
epic voyage.
In response to Christmas wishes 
Tom and Dorothy (near Melbourne 
Australia) inform me that Rosemary 

T�� C��������� ���� J��� M��� Y���� ����
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is about to be married in Sydney on 13th March.  I have sent her an International 
Money Order.
I have also managed to get in touch with the descendants of my father’s first cousin 
Jabez, who left Kelvedon in 1869 age 19 and retired back in 1916 with his daughter 
Nellie.  He was an outstanding public figure in Uxbridge – left three sons and Nellie.  
The eldest son Jabez had a son about my age also Jabez – now dead but has left 
another Jabez at present unmarried.  I am in touch with Jabez III’s widow.  Rose Ellen, 
mother of Jabez, Alan and Margaret.
There is another scheme afoot to move the Football Club to a site just beyond North 
Station – do not know if they will be successful this time.
We have a shop over the road – doing flowers and plants as well as general stores.  
They are buying the next house (Mrs Porter’s) and are going to turn the two front 
rooms into a mini-market.
Prices keep going up.  Postage 16p and 121⁄2p:  they are abolishing the 1⁄2p piece.  
Bread is 311⁄2p for a small Hovis and 40-50p for large loaves.  Milk 21p a pint.
February 1985
We have had an extremely cold spell since Christmas but fortunately the snow has 
gone and not so cold.  There have been many broken bones and damage to roads 
and pavements.
I came home on 30th December with a cold and then was shut in at home for several 
weeks.  Mrs Hale and Irene at house number 44 did my shopping, also my help Ann 
Page, whose daughter Teresa has just had a baby boy.
Arthur, my cousin at Kelvedon, has had a heart attack and is having to take things 
quietly.  Mr and Mrs Dale, David’s parents, have moved to a council flat at Tiptree, and 
find themselves next door to Edith née Little, who I remember at Feering.
I play Scrabble with Mrs Worland at 
number 34 each Friday and often 
with Mrs Lee on Tuesday afternoons.  
The Cannons has been converted 
into a home for frail old folks – I went 
to the Open Day but do not think I 
should care to be there.
The Football Club are still across 
the road.  They have been having 
financial help but this has been 
discontinued.  Prices keep rising 
and the miners’ strike has been on 
for nearly a year, though looks like 
coming to an end soon.
The young people at house number 
44 have coped with the garden and 
grown some greens which we shared.  T�� C��������� ���� J��� M��� Y���� ����
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They propose putting the runner beans there this summer as they hope to put up a 
new garage and they will be in a muddle.
I had Alan Osborn and his wife here in June and we spent a very happy afternoon.  
Rosemary Osborn in Australia has married.
The people at the Shop have altered and enlarged and seem to do a very good trade 
in general goods and in flowers.  Irene next door works there part-time.
25th August 1985
I had a fall in Hamilton Road on 1st March – on way home from Women’s Day of 
Prayer with Mrs Jackson – hit my head, and had to be taken to the new hospital for 
four stitches.  Glass of spectacles in right side broken.  I found myself very shaky and 
nervous about crossing roads and getting into town alone.  However gradually I have 
begun to feel better and can manage my shopping myself.
I have had gas central heating put in and find it a comfort in this cheerless summer.  
Also had the ottoman done up and I was telling Ann and Derek that it was Great Aunt 
Sarah’s and Mother had given it to me when I married (now 51 years ago).  I went 
on to tell them about Aunt Sarah, who was my grandmother’s younger sister and left 
Boreham when she had a stepmother and went into service, where she rose to be 
housekeeper and in command of all the maids at The Hall House, Hawkhurst, and 
later at The Chine, Wrecclesham, near Farnham, with a family the Tinners.  She went 
abroad with them and when they returned the elder girl Margaret had to stay because 
of a knee trouble, and Aunt Sarah stayed with her in Italy and I believe in Switzerland.  
How she coped with the languages is amazing to me!  When she got past work she 
came to Kelvedon with all her belongings, died 1919 and is buried in the Chapel 
(now URC) yard with Grandpa Frost 1907 and last with Grandma 1926.   Grandma 
had a brother, Uncle James, who went to London, was a coachman and retired to 
Cricklewood with Aunt Emily where he bought a house.  They had a daughter Ada 
who was a buyer at Selfridge’s – a rather impressive lady with front hair very frizzy. 
She came to The Gables when I was small.  She had a brother, Cousin Arthur, who 
had a wife Katie and twins (boy and girl, I think).  Then there was Uncle John (Frost) 
who also got a job in London and did very well and retired to Sydenham.  His wife 
was Aunt Eliza – I don’t think they had any family.  Uncle James came to Grandma’s 
funeral in 1926 and I saw him then.  We were living at the Anchor.  She died at 88 so 
I daresay he was over 80.
Had a plague of flying ants last week.  Irene Jeffery next door came and helped me cope.
There was a match against Millwall last week.  Many police and horses and dogs, but 
things went off quietly.  Since the Bradford Stadium tragedy steps have been taken 
about controlling hooligans.  The horses wore protectors for their eyes – what a world 
we live in!  
Scrabble with Mrs Worland on Friday, and Mrs Lee on Tuesday.
Sunday around 9.45am received a call to say Judith Goodsell has died.  The Rector 
is removing to Sible Hedingham.  

R������������ �� J��� M��� Y���� (��� O�����)
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The Town Square is on the 
way at last.  Now there is 
altercation because it is 
suggested that some Council 
Offices which were to have 
been included should now be 
built just below the Town Hall 
which means the destruction 
of several mediaeval shops 
and there is an outcry!
Milk 23p per pint – small loaf 
32p.  Stamps 13p and 17p.
Have received wedding 
cake from David and Janine 
(Jersey). 
14th May 1986
An exceedingly cold winter and spring.  A trifle better now but winds cold and nasty 
showers.  I have Mr Springett’s men here doing my windows and odd jobs.  A new 
French door, and I am going to have the verandah shut in.  All in hopes of dodging 
the cold!
I now have Meals on Wheels twice a week and a Home Help twice a week.  Find it a 
great help – my home help is very pleasant and called Mrs Gray, an Army wife.  Still 
have central heating on in four rooms.
On Friday I am going to Vera’s at Copford for a get-together and the following 
Wednesday to Sible Hedingham with the Mother’s Union to visit our ex-Rector and 
his wife and family.  I keep in touch with Arthur at Kelvedon – my only link now.  Mr and 
Mrs Dale are at Tiptree – she has angina and glaucoma, so not so good!
A good deal of worry over the trouble with Libya and the nuclear explosion in Russia 
– no good worrying.
Royal Wedding of Prince Andrew to Sarah Ferguson on 23rd July - sounding a 
happier note.  
17th October 1986
We had a very poor summer but lovely autumn and weather still very warm and sunny, 
though had some much needed rain last weekend.
I have had a busy week – on Monday Arthur came bringing “A Contrast – Kelvedon 
and Feering 1881 (Census) and 1986” – also description of Glover’s (Grandfather 
Eli’s) shop up for sale £100,000.  He brought some photos of school groups early 
1920’s.  He left 7pm to walk down for a meeting at St Mary’s (Quakers) at 7.30.
On Tuesday Irene drove me to Prettygate and I had a nice chat with Mr Holbourn and 
Winnie – both looking older (as no doubt I did too).

T�� C��������� ���� J��� M��� Y���� ����
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I went to tea at 9 Hamilton Road on Wednesday and afterwards to a Mother’s Union 
meeting at the church.  AGM presided over by Evelyn Maxwell as June had.  Rector 
and wife there.  It was Mrs Betty’s 90th birthday last Sunday, so we had a cake 
and sherry and sang Happy Birthday to You.  Mrs Johnson brought me home (with 
Rector’s wife Josephine).
Ann Page is coming to wash my hair on Wednesday and on 31st am invited to Mr and 
Mrs Dale’s Golden Wedding party at The Anchor.
Using a stick when out which seems to help.  Am to go to Berkhamsted for Xmas 
1986…………
Note from Colleen, Editor
So this is where Joan’s diary ends.  Joan died on 14th March 1988 in Severalls 
Hospital Colchester.  Her ashes were scattered on the same spot as her husband’s in 
the Garden at Colchester Crematorium. There is no headstone as her request.  ESFH 
member David Dale, her son-in-law, tells me she was very much loved by her family 
and all that knew her.  
Thank you Joan for writing your diary and allowing us glimpses of your life in the 20th 
century.

R������������ �� J��� M��� Y���� (��� O�����)
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71 Vicarage Road, Old Moulsham 
Chelmsford, Essex

CM2 9BT

quality genealogical research

Enthusiastic Research
for

Essex and London
£17.00 per hour

Interesting sources beyond the internet

Baxter Essex Marriage Index 1754-1851
Baxter Essex Burial Index 1813-1865

01245 346490
info@ritaharrisfamilyhistory.co.uk

Marriage Mead to 
Clark

Member Pam Brown contacted me 
to say she had in her possession 
a copy of a marriage certificate 
for the parish church in Sheering 
dated 4th June of 1888 re a William 
Joseph Mead of St Andrews 
Parish Hertford to a Sarah Clark 
of Sheering.  Witnesses: George 
Clark and Maria Clark.  
She would be willing to provide 
at no cost except postage to any 
interest party.  Please email the 
Editor if you would like to pursue 
the matter.

info@ritaharrisfamilyhistory.co.uk
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After my appointment at the in AGM in October the 
Editor suggested I write a few words about myself so 
members could get to know me.
I was born in the parish of St Peters, Maldon but have 
lived all my life in Galleywood Essex.  I am currently 
working part time in Great Baddow as an accounts 
assistant but have always worked in finance.  My family 
are from Essex, Cambridgeshire and Suffolk with a few 
from London so fortunately I live not far from where my ancestors were located.
My tree goes back furthest on my mother’s side to Henry Parish born 1535 in 
Snetterton, Norfolk who died 1608 in Combs, Suffolk.  As the family didn’t move much 
once settled in Suffolk I was able to trace the family fairly easily.  My dad’s side of the 
family were all from Essex and I’ve found that they were mostly agricultural labourers 
(Ag Labs) with a line of blacksmiths thrown in.  The Ag Labs are interesting too though 
as two siblings were transported for stealing livestock!
I’ve been a member of ESFH for many years and I am also a member of two other 
family history societies, Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire and Suffolk.  I am also 
a member of The Sole Society which is a one name study group which includes my 
married name of Sewell.
My greatest breakthrough was finding out about my 3 x great grandfather Andrew 
Weatherly who was a licensed victualler and who ran several pubs in London 
including The Elephant and Castle.  I found the best of the information about him from 
a distant relative who I contacted as we had a DNA match on www.ancestry.co.uk.  As 
he is the great grandson of Andrew he gave me copies of all the information he had 
gathered including photographs so it was brilliant to put a face to a name I had been 
researching.  Like Andrew I always try to share what I can with other researchers.
I, like many other family historians, have brick walls which I am hoping to breakdown 
with the help of DNA.  I have tested my husband, mother, father and father-in-law 
and have recently taken a test myself.  I am currently doing an online course “DNA 
Bootcamp” in association with Family Tree Magazine. 
Although I have online memberships to Ancestry and My Heritage as well as Essex 
Archives Online, I do still try to visit the Essex Record Office if I can as there is a 
wealth of information that is not yet digitalised.  I am also a volunteer at the ESFH 
Research Library within the Essex Record Office once a month as I am keen to help 
others in their research if I can.
I am looking forward to working with the ESFH Executive Committee and applying 
myself to the role of Treasurer.  I am sure there will be lots to learn so it is reassuring 
that Ron Knight, our former Treasurer is happy to support me during my initiation into 
ESFH. 

Introducing our new Treasurer 
Tanya Sewell (ESFH 30856)

T���� S�����
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Olive Wright was born in Saffron Walden in 1931 and 
attended the Friend’s School from 1942 until 1947.  
She married Norman Brian Newman, an apprentice 
horologist, in the Saffron Walden Congregational 
Church in 1955.  When her husband became a director 
of a local jewellers, originally established in 1863, and 
renowned for sale, repair and restoration of antique and 
modern clocks, watches, barometers and jewellery, 
she became very much involved in the business until 
recently.  She still lives in Saffron Walden today and her 
two sons are well known local horologists; furthermore 
one of her grandsons graduated last year with a first 
in horology - hence the reference in her poem to time 
keeping!
In 1986 she attended the inaugural meeting to consider 
launching a branch of the Essex Society for Family History and joined that year as 
soon as it was founded as the North West Essex Branch.  She has remained an active 
member ever since and still pursues those elusive ancestors as keenly as she did 35 
years ago. 
As she says “I knew that my family was very local and at that time I had only one 
ancestor elsewhere, born at Northwold in Norfolk.  I have pursued his family details 
ever since without final proof but this year I have accepted the strong clues available 
and claimed them as satisfactory.  All of the other parishes involved so far are in 
Uttlesford, Essex.  Working on my research I have met a few ‘brick walls’ and ‘tangles’ 
(including a large ink spill) along the way but it’s good to think there is more to do when 
time permits!”
Olive originally wrote the poem for the Branch’s Christmas party in 2011 as her con-
tribution to the entertainment and chose the title “Family Circles” because her family 
tree is in the form of a circle.  All the names that appear exist in her tree, as do the 
villages mentioned throughout.

So hither came from Norfolk
John Burton down the hill.

A horse’s collar round his neck
To prove his saddler’s skill.

He married Susan Barnard,
A widow with a son.

Their grandson gave the business
Triple generation run.

Olive Marion Newman (ESFH 2575)
Creator of the poem Family Circles 

The Wrights are traced to Debden
Then Henham-on-the-Hill,

Where Thomas did his very best 
The Chapel there to fill.

His calling was “cordwainer”,
Maker of boots and shoes.

They hammered out good leather 
Not a week of wear to lose.

by Mike Furlong (ESFH 7506)

Family Circles 
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Tants too, were found at Henham
A very pleasant source

And Alfred married Alice,
My grandparents of course.

The Holgates grew at Widdington
As did our family Reed

The Baynes sprang up at Radwinter,
The Stokes a Dunmow-breed.

The Wyatts hailed from Thaxted
As did the Rantell line.

The former plied as tailors,
The latter wheelwrights fine.

Far backwards go the circles
To Hales at Overhall,

The Hardys, too, from Ashdon,
The Rusts from Wimbish small.

They all came into Walden
Their living to extend

But Days were first as farmers
At hamlet Sewards End.

Occupations next were clerical
By scrivener’s hand and pen.

Time-keepings now the answer
(Our clocks say half past ten).

Aiming to fill the circles,
There’s more that I could say.
No need to try your patience,

It’s for another day!

TH� S�� I��, S������ W�����  
T�� ������������ �� O����� C������� �� 1647. B���� ���������� �� ��� ���������� �������
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This is my last report of my second spell as 
Chair and I have seen our Society deal with 
unprecedented challenges.  It is a credit to the 
hard-working Executive Committee members 
that we have been told we have coped with this 
pandemic far better than many other societies.

At the outset of the year, I could not have foreseen 
that my personal issues would result in the Vice 
Chair, John Young, having to step up to the breach 
many times for the second year running.  My thanks to him for his dependable 
support.

Hybrid (physical and online) meetings are beginning but not all branch venues 
have effective Wi-Fi (yet).  It is important going forward that we stream all talks and 
workshops across our venues, the rest of the country and the world. 

With all this in mind, we have recently asked members to complete a survey and I 
thank everyone who took the time to complete it.  We have had various meetings 
of subgroups to analyse the results and we have already reacted to some of the 
answers by laying on relevant workshops and talks.  In the survey you asked for 
help with the following topics:-

Essex Record Office Resources, General Family History, Parish Registers, Essex 
Locations, Essex Specific Talks, Wills and Probate, Genealogy Websites, Manorial 
Records, DNA, Newspapers, Poor Law Records, Genealogy Software. General 
Computer Use and Transcribing

We have already arranged workshops and talks to facilitate some of the requests.  
Please keep an eye on the Events Section of the Society website for up-to-date 
information.  64% of members who took the survey attended online meetings during 
lockdown, so it is clear that they are here to stay.

At the AGM a new Treasurer, Tanya Sewell, was appointed to take over from 
Ron Knights who has done a sterling job in managing our finances for the last 15 
years.  Barbara Harpin has also taken on the new role of Society Programme Co-
ordinator.

I would like to thank all the members who have supported me and the Society 
throughout the year and I am happy to hand over the baton to Elizabeth Cox.  She 
has been an extremely active member of ESFH over the years and she is a very 
competent and a well-liked family historian.  Her period as Chair of the Society 
matches up nicely with her retirement from her full-time job giving her more time to 
face any future challenges.

Farewell Message 
from the Retiring Chair

D���� E������
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 From the Chair

E�������� C��

I am delighted that a few months ago I was 
appointed as the Chair of ESFH and now after 
several months in the role I am beginning to find 
my feet.

Many of you may know of me as I have been 
a member of the Society since the formation of 
the West Essex branch in 1993 and have held 
various roles within the branch over the years.  
I helped record monumental inscriptions in the 
Harlow area including the churchyard where the parish records were stolen in 1812, 
so the information taken from the old stones have hopefully helped fill in gaps in 
people’s family trees. 

In the 1990s I joined Ann Turner in representing the Society at the East Anglian 
Group of Family History Societies which holds meetings twice yearly.  All the family 
history societies in an area from Essex up to Lincolnshire and across to Leicester-
shire get together and I remain one of the ESFH representatives.  The meetings 
give all participants an opportunity to exchange ideas, discuss areas of concern and 
debate topics including many which relate to the future of family history societies.

Before the opening of our Research Room at the Essex Record Office in 2000 and 
to date, I have been involved with the planning of the space and service provided 
by being on the Research Room Sub Committee.  I have also played a pivotal role 
in attending family history exhibitions in the ‘good old days’ when we used to attend 
in person helping all attendees.

When at our Research Room or at our meetings at the Galleywood Heritage Centre 
I am usually to be found helping members with their research queries.  This is a task 
which I really enjoy and it sometimes requires me to take queries home for further 
research.  One case was particularly rewarding when I found out what happened to 
the family of a Kinder Transportee.

Now I am looking forward to guiding our Society into 2022 and participating in our 
attendance at virtual events including RootsTech Connect in March next year.  We 
will continue with our branch hybrid virtual meetings thus allowing us to connect with 
our members worldwide and those members to communicate with each other.

The Society was recently praised by the Chairman of another family history society 
for its forward thinking ideas and it is my intention that we maintain this momentum.  
If you have any suggestions regarding your Society and its activities please do not 
hesitate to contact me by using the Contact Us section of our website.

My very best wishes for Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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Trustees’ Report 2020-2021
by John Young Vice Chair

We have maintained our normal activities, despite the 
pandemic, although in a radically different way.  All 
meetings have been conducted online, using Zoom 
software, making them available to all members, 
wherever they live.  Up to four talks or workshops have 
been offered each month and have been attended by a 
far greater number of members and guests than we have 
ever seen at live meetings.  A highlight was a Workshop, 
which attracted a large number of non-members.  All 
members now have the opportunity, not only to enjoy our 
talks, but to converse with each other across the world.  
Approximately half our members live out of county, with 
a significant number overseas, from Australia to North 
America.  Even local members, for reasons of health and/
or lack of transport, have been able to join in.  The online arrangements have led to 
lots of positive feedback and does enable individuals to have every opportunity to be 
fully involved in the Society at large.

We are determined that all future member meetings will be available online.  We have 
begun to experiment with hybrid meetings, where the Zoom session is projected at 
our regular venues.  This enables groups of members to come together to participate 
in the meetings.  So far, personal attendance has been limited and we are still to 
resolve some technical issues.  We will continue to experiment in the hope that we 
can provide the greatest possible choice for our members.

Alongside our successful online meetings, the Society has taken part in several online 
Family History Fairs.  The first, organised by the Family History Federation, resulted 
in the recruitment of twice the number we would have expected at an equivalent live 
event.  We then exhibited at RootsTech Connect 2021, a major international event 
organised by Family Search in Utah, USA.  We gained many more members during 
that show.  Recently, a presentation on the upcoming RootsTech Connect 2022 used 
our 2021 booth as “a great example” of good practice.  We would like to thank all 
23 volunteers who helped to run our booth, without a break, for 84 hours over three 
days.

A recruitment campaign, led by an article in a widely circulated third party online 
newsletter,and interviews on both national and local radio, contributed to an increase 
in our membership of 25%.

Other activities have continued, as normal, including our support for the Victoria 
County History publications and our Student Award.  For the first time we made 
a donation to the War Memorial Trust to help support their work preserving war 
memorials which are an important source of information for family historians. 

Our website has been upgraded with new content.

J��� Y����
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The only setback during the year was the decision of members in the North-West 
Essex area to cease to operate as a Branch.  Sincere thanks are sent to past and 
present members who carried out valuable transcription work for the benefit of the 
whole Society.

All in all, it has been a very successful year for the Society despite the difficulties 
imposed by the pandemic.  Reduced expenditure on premises for meetings, and 
increased income from new members, has resulted in a healthy surplus.  We are 
examining ways of spending this surplus to enable digitisation of records to make 
them more widely available.

Finally we thank our Treasurer, Ron Knights, who is standing down after serving for 
fifteen years.  He will continue to support our new Treasurer Tanya Sewell to ensure a 
smooth handover.  Thanks also goes to Angela Hillier, Ray Poole and David Cooper 
for their contributions to the Executive Committee and who have all decided to step 
down.  Lastly thanks goes to our retiring Chair David Eniffer as he completed his 
second stint in the roll and who is handing the reins over to Elizabeth Cox.

T�������’ R����� 2020-2021

Annual General Meeting of Saffron Walden Branch

September 2021 Report by Mike Furlong Secretary of Branch

The 35th & final Annual General meeting of the Branch was held on Thursday 9th 
September 2021.  As this was an important meeting, those members submitting 
apologies appointed proxies to vote on all matters.  In the Chairman’s Annual Report. 
Janice Sharpe confirmed that there were no activities during the past year to report 
on but she continues in her role as representative at Chelmsford (usually via Zoom).  
The treasurer’s report, together with the accounts were submitted by Alan Stalley and 
having been duly proposed and seconded for approval were accepted..

Prior to the meeting the Secretary, under the Constitution & Rules had proposed 
that although the Branch has existed for 35 years, now was the time to consider its 
dissolution.  Since the Society is well provided with “Zoom” talks, both from Galleywood 
as well as the other Branches (usually every week) there is no point in North West 
Essex Branch doing the same.  Also with the small number of members there is no 
justification in having speakers.  Furthermore, we have not met physically for over 18 
months and there are no viable projects in the foreseeable future.  Mike Furlong also 
confirmed that he will be standing down as Secretary.  The Chairman said that she 
had raised the issue at the recent Executive Committee meeting and they proposed 
the Branch be Suspended at this stage rather than Dissolved.  This would enable it to 
be resurrected in the future if the need arises.  All assets as well as the library content 
will have to be returned to Chelmsford once the formalities are complete.  

I  I  I

Continued on Page  54



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202152

My father, Ronald Frost (1909-1941), was educated 
at Colchester Royal Grammar School from 1919-
1925.  The attached photos show him in the uniform 
of the day and were taken in 1919.  As far as the 
school is aware these are the only known photos 
of an individual boy (as opposed to a group) in 
this uniform to have survived.  No doubt many 
ESFH members and their ancestors were pupils 
at CRGS so these may be of interest or possibly 
help in unearthing more examples.  Ronald was 
born in Tollesbury (the last in my line of the family 
to be born there) and moved shortly afterwards to 
Brightlingsea.  

The Uniform of Colchester Royal Grammar School
 by David Frost (ESFH 3196)

On leaving CRGS he went to the 
Incorporated Thames Nautical 
Training College aboard the former 
HMS WORCESTER to follow a 
career in the Merchant Navy.  He 
was lost in August 1941 when HM 
Submarine P33, of which he was 
the First Lieutenant, was sunk with 
all hands.
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Present: Ann Turner, Vice President; 
David Eniffer, Chairman: John Young, 
Vice Chairman; Meryl Rawlings, 
Secretary; Ron Knights, Treasurer; 
Executive Committee members and 54 
members online and 6 at Galleywood 
Heritage Centre.

1. Welcome: The Chairman welcomed all 
those present and then handed over to 
Ann Turner to conduct the meeting. 

2. Apologies for Absence: Were received 
from Lord Petre, Fred & Heather Feather, 
Pauline Adlem, Carol Wiles and Elizabeth 
Ashton.

3. Minutes of the AGM held on 17 
October 2020: Following an amendment 
under Section 10 correcting Andrea 
Hewitt’s name, these were approved by 
both a vote in the hall and an online poll 
and signed as a correct record. 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
None. 

5. President and Vice-Presidents: The 
Executive Committee had agreed that 
for the coming year Lord Petre should 
continue as President of the Society; that 
Ann Church, Fred Feather, Eric Probert 
and Ann Turner should continue to be 
Vice Presidents.  This was accepted by 
the meeting.

6. Chairman’s Annual Report on behalf 
of the Trustees: David Eniffer gave the 
report, a full copy of which is attached 
to these Minutes and will also appear in 
The Essex Family Historian and on the 
Society’s website. 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Conducted both online and at Galleywood Heritage Centre
on Saturday, 16th October 2021

7. Financial Report by the Treasurer: Ron 
Knights said that the Annual Accounts 
to 31 March 2021 had been approved 
by the Executive Committee and were 
available on the Society’s website.  The 
usual, shortened version of the Accounts 
was displayed during the meeting and 
members were advised that a full copy, 
including notes was obtainable from the 
Treasurer if requested.  A copy of the 
report is attached to these Minutes. 

Following the Treasurer’s Report and in 
answer to questions the meeting was 
advised:

* As a Charity the accounts did not 
need to be Audited only Examined.  The 
Examiner for this year and the last eight 
years being P Kittle, FFA, FIPA, FFTA, 
Public Accountant.  

* The Society was not entitled to claim Gift 
Aid due to the existence of a Members 
Only area on our website ‘protecting’ data 
which is deemed to give our members a 
benefit which non-members are denied.  
Such instances, preclude HMRC from 
viewing subscriptions as donations.  Ron 
Knights then formally proposed adoption 
of the accounts for the year ended 31 
March 2021.  This was agreed nem. con. 
by a vote in the hall and an online poll.

8. Election of Officers/Holding Trustees: 
Elizabeth Cox, Chairman. John Young, 
Vice-Chairman, Tanya Sewell, Treasurer, 
and Meryl Rawlings, Secretary, had been 
nominated and were elected en bloc. 

9. Election of Executive Committee: 
The following had been nominated and 
were elected en bloc Colleen Devenish, 
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Heather Feather, Andrea Hewitt, Helen 
Matten, Paul Stirland, Mary Rix, Trevor 
Rix, and Janice Sharpe.

No further nominations were invited from 
the floor.  

The following would serve as ex-officio 
members of the Executive Committee 
-  Pauline Adlem and Eric Jude.  Barbara 
Harpin will represent the West Essex 
Branch as they currently do not have a 
chairman.

A vote of thanks was given to Ron 
Knights who has served 15 years as the 
Society’s Treasurer.  David Eniffer was 
also thanked for his work as Chairman 
during the last year.  Ann Turner then 
declared the meeting formally closed at 
2.30 p.m. 

Minutes taken by Meryl Rawlings 
Secretary 

M������ �� ��� A����� G������ M������
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She then went on to expand on the fact that we are all members of a wider Society so 
can, if we so wish, attend any meetings as well as joining the “Zoom” presentations.  

Before the accounts are closed the Secretary was asked to contact the lettings 
manager to elicit an invoice for hall hire.  Once paid, our bank account will be closed 
and funds returned to Chelmsford for inclusion in their resources. 

The Chairman confirmed her willingness to continue in her role as a member of 
the Executive Committee.  Since the post of Branch Chairman will disappear she 
explained that she needs to be voted on by two fully paid members.  It was agreed 
that Mrs Lesley Furlong would submit such a proposal and this would be seconded 
by Mrs Margaret Graves - these to be sent via the Society secretary, Meryl Rawlings 
in time for the main AGM on 16th October 2021.  Janice Sharpe then made a formal 
proposal that she confirms our willingness for the Branch to be suspended by the 
Executive.  This motion was seconded by Alan Stalley and a vote taken.  All voted in 
favour (including proxies) and the motion was carried.  There were no dissenters.  

The Chairman confirmed that she would inform the Executive at Chelmsford of the 
decision and seek guidance on what we need to do next.  In closing Lesley Furlong 
thanked Janice Sharpe for fulfilling the role as Chairman and particularly in represent-
ing the Branch on the Executive Committee for so long.  

The official part of the AGM closed at 8.30 pm. 

Annual General Meeting of Saffron Walden Branch

Continued from Page 51

September 2021 Report by Mike Furlong Secretary of Branch
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St Mary the Virgin Church, Frinton-on-Sea.

Private Eli Frank Turvill
Private Eli Frank Turvill Service No 20836 28th Supernumerary Coy 20th Bn. London 
Regiment who died 20 July 1916 aged 47 husband of Mary Turvill of 49 Heythorp St. 
Southfields, Wandsworth, London. 

East Coast Illustrated News & Clacton Gazette 22nd July 1916

Soldier drowned at Frinton
A sad drowning fatality occurred at Frinton early on Thursday morning.  Pte Eli Frank 
Turvill aged 47 of the 108th Provisional Battalion went for a swim on coming off guard 
at 6.00 am.  He was seen swimming by a comrade Ernest Winter about 40 yards from 
the shore and he saw him turn and swim towards the land.  Suddenly however he 
threw up his arms and sank.  Pte Winter went to the rescue and got him ashore and 
artificial respiration was resorted to but without avail and the Medical Officer - Capt 
Surgeon Winchester who was at once called could only pronounce life to be extinct. 

East Coast Illustrated News & Clacton Gazette Inquest 29th July 1916

The Coroner in summing up pointed out that the fact that the deceased turned on his 
back after swimming and threw his arms up rather indicated that he was seized with 
cramp.  Returned verdict of accidental death.

Internment Sunday with full military honours, watched by a large number of residents, 
firing party, officer & men of his regiment, family mourners, widow, and 2 sisters.  A 
large number of 
wreaths and other 
floral tributes from 
NCOs Officers of 
Regiment.  3 volleys 
fired and last post.

His father, also 
Eli Frank Turvill 
1840-1903 was 
drowned in 1903 in 
the Thames near 
Putney, he had 
been out of work 
6/7 months, very 
depressed.  Open 
verdict suicide.

At Rest In Essex
Interesting Finds From My Local Graveyards/Cemeteries 

by Alan Hillier (ESFH 30397)



Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202156 Essex Family Historian No.175 December 202157

Patrick George Percy-Pitt
Patrick George Percy-Pitt Service No. 77462 74 Searchlight Regt Royal Artillery died 
29 July 1941 aged 22 son of Margaret Percy Pitt of St. Pancras London.

Born Patrick George Browne 1919 London changed name by Deed Poll to Percy 
Pitt on 19 Feb 1926 died of injuries as the result of an accident whilst on duty riding 
a motorcycle at night in Frinton, whose home was Iver Court, Gloucester Place, 
London, collided with an unlighted road obstruction and died next day at Clacton 
Hospital.  Inquest verdict of Accidental death was returned.

Walton-on-the-Naze Municipal Cemetery.

Harold James Halse
Harold James Halse, was an English football 
forward, who played most of his career for 
Manchester United and for Chelsea.  He was 
the first player to appear in three FA Cup finals 
for three clubs.  He is also the highest scoring 
player in a Charity Shield match, having scored 
six goals in the 1911 match for Manchester 
United.

He was born in Leytonstone, London on 1st 
January 1886 and started his football career 
as an amateur with Wanstead, Newportians, 
Barking Town and Clapton Orient, where he 
made two appearances with one goal in the 
Football League.

He then joined Southend United, scoring 91 
goals in 65 appearances in the 1906–07 season.  
He transferred to Manchester United in 1908 for 
the maximum transfer fee allowed at that time, 
£350.  He scored 56 goals in 125 appearances 
for United, and won the First Division title in 1908 
and 1911, and the FA Cup in 1909.  In the 1911 FA Charity Shield against Swindon 
Town, Harold scored six goals for United in an 8–4 win for his team.

He moved to Aston Villa for £1200 in 1912.  He won the 1913 FA Cup with Villa and 
also scored all 5 goals when Aston Villa beat Derby County 5–1, but then signed for 
Chelsea shortly afterwards.  While at Chelsea he once again reached an FA Cup final, 
in 1915, although this time he finished on the losing side.  He remained with Chelsea 
until 1921, scoring 25 goals in 111 games, and had a spell at Charlton Athletic before 
retiring in 1923.

Harold was capped once for England, in an 8–1 win over Austria on 1 June 1909.  He 
scored twice in this game.

A� R��� I� E����
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After his football career Harold retired to the coast at Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex 
where he became a newsagent.  He died on 25th March 1949.

All above information was from the website findagrave (www.findagrave.com) and 
inserted by Chelsea Graves Society see www.stamford-bridge.com.  

The Chelsea Graves Society has been researching the final resting place of ex-players 
from the club and hopes to restore those which need some care.  The Harold Halse 
grave needs such care but as the Chelsea Graves Society are unable to contact any 
living relatives they are unable to repair the grave.  His only daughter Winifred Alma 
Halse born 1909 married Richard Emslie and later went to Perth Australia where she 
died in 2002. 

A� R��� I� E����

Ruins of St Botolph’s Priory Colchester
Visitors to the ruin can now see a new interpretation panel referring to three 
individuals who are laid to rest in the churchyard.  They are:-

Sergeant Jesse Jones was known to have fought in the Peninsula War of 1807-14 
in which an allied army, under the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley (later the Duke 
of Wellington), drove the French out of Spain.  He was wounded at the Battle of 
Waterloo in 1815, but lived to tell the tale and subsequently retired to Colchester as 
Adjutant and Captain of the North Essex Militia.

Dr Roger Nunn was the first surgeon to work at what became the Essex County 
Hospital when it opened in Lexden Road in 1820.  He was also Mayor of Colchester 
in 1834 and again in 1842/3.

William Hawkins MP was a leading figure in the attempt to develop Colchester 
as a major port on the East Coast in the mid-19th century.  He built two railways to 
improve the links to the port.

I  I  I

www.findagrave.com
www.stamford-bridge.com
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Secretary’s Report on the Membership Survey 
completed earlier this year

I would like to extend the Executive Committee’s thanks to the 700+ members, who 
took the time to complete our survey which was much appreciated.  A brief overview 
is set out below: -

l Whilst most of the replies were from the UK, mainly within Essex, nearly 100 of 
them were from across the world, with South America being the only Continent 
missing. 

l 2 were completed by people in the 20-39 age range (this low number of 
responses reflects the fact that most of our members are not in this age group) 
this steadily increased to 66 in the 40-59 range, reaching 557 in the 60-79 and 
then dropping to 75 in the 80+.

l  Most people completing the survey were retired with an average level of 
experience.

l  333 replies were from people who had been members over 5 years, 184 from 1-5 
years and 185 less than a year. 

l  Only 41 people did not read the membership magazine.

l 100 people said they preferred ‘face to face’ meetings. 

l 461 had attended our on-line meetings.

l 94 people experienced some difficulty with navigating our website.

We have noted where help is required and will endeavour to provide this either on our 
website, via workshops/tutorials, or where practical in the membership magazine.  In 
the meantime members can contact us with any questions via the ‘Help’ section of 
our website.

All talks and workshops in the future will be recorded and available via our website 
albeit some of them will only be available for a few days.

Our Editor was very pleased to receive all your comments about the content of the 
membership magazine and will be working through the suggestions over the next few 
months with the intention of addressing a selection of the topics in the 2022 issues.

It was extremely encouraging to have so many of you volunteering to help the Society 
and where you have given us your membership number, if we have not already 
contacted you, we will do so within the next few months.

Thank you for all the replies regarding our website.  This is currently being updated 
with new content and will be adjusted to make it more usable on mobile devices.  We 
will be adding to the topics under the Help section in due course.

Should you wish to contact me about any aspects of the survey or on any other matter 
please email me at honsec@esfh.org.uk

Meryl Rawlings Secretary
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By the time you read this, we should hopefully be settling into life outside Covid 19 
lockdowns.  However, for some family history enthusiasts, the extra time at home may 
well have offered a small silver lining of opportunity to explore what’s available to us 
without having to leave the house.  Whilst many of us were desperate for archives to 
reopen, there was a wealth of resources to keep us busy living and breathing family 
history at home, and I certainly enjoyed spending time really getting to grips with 
sites such as The Family History Guide, (www.thefhguide.com) a vast but very well 
structured site containing links to genealogy resources worldwide and by country. 
Every issue of the The Essex Family History magazine H�������� contains useful 
signposts to various online sources, including useful websites, online presentations, 
events, blogs, newsletters and podcasts.  I want to focus specifically on social 
media in this article, so I won’t recap those areas here, aside from a brief mention of 
podcasts.  If you aren’t yet making use of podcasts I would strongly encourage you 
to try.  They are just like listening to a radio interview or drama and many people are 
delighted once they discover how easy they are to access and how many there are 
to sample. 
Apple devices come with a podcast app (short for application) pre-installed.  If you 
are using any other kind of smartphone, tablet or device, which are collectively known 
as Android devices, there are many good free and paid-for podcasting apps.  I would 
recommend a free one called A-Cast.  This can be downloaded via the Play Store 
- you should find the icon on your device.  You will need to sign up for or log into a 
Google email account to search the Play Store for the podcast app you want to use.  If 
you find this tricky, YouTube is a useful source of simple step-by-step guides on using 
search terms such as ‘how to download an app’.(www.youtube.com)
Once you have a podcast app in place, use the ‘search’ function, which you may be 
used to using on websites and which usually looks like a magnifying glass.  Type in 
‘genealogy’.  You should find a good number of leading professionals and companies 
with entertaining and informative podcasts on a vast number of topics.  Simply 
download the podcasts you like the sound of and press ‘play’ - the podcast will play 
through your device. 
While many genealogy podcasters are based in the U.S., the topics are often relevant 
worldwide.  A good one to try is ‘Genealogy Gems with Lisa Louise Cooke’.  My 
personal favourite, however, is the UK based ‘Twice Removed’ podcast, presented by 
Natalie Pithers.  Her guests are fascinating and it’s very accessible to genealogists 
and family historians of every level.  The ‘Amateur Family History Podcast’ is also 
based in the UK and comes highly recommended.  Do be aware that not every 
podcast is available on every podcasting app so there can be a bit of trial and error 
involved in seeing what you can access and which you like - it’s all part of the fun!

Social Media for Family Historians
by Kate Sansom (ESFH 32313) Qualified Genealogist

www.thefhguide.com
www.youtube.com
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Back to social media - I am going to outline four types below which I believe are 
most accessible for family historians.  All are available on both Apple and all Android 
devices.
Facebook
Some readers may already have found Facebook useful for keeping up to date with 
the goings on of family and friends during lockdowns.  But if you haven’t yet used 
Facebook for family history, now is the time to start!  Social media platforms like 
Facebook offer a vast amount of information and news, but equally the opportunity 
to make contact with the genealogy community, to ask questions and to share your 
knowledge. 
A good place to start is the Facebook pages of the genealogy organisations such 
as The Family History Federation (www.familyhistoryfederation.com) and 
the big subscription companies you may already use like Ancestry, FindmyPast, 
FamilySearch and The Genealogist.  All these Facebook groups contain useful 
updates about new record sets being released on their platforms as well as tips, 
links to articles, event news, online courses and interviews.  Press the ‘follow’ or ‘like’ 
button to keep receiving the latest news.
Your next stop might be the Facebook pages for the Archives and Family History 
societies in the county you live in or are researching - including for the majority of 
readers the Essex Family History Society and the Essex Records Office!  Here you 
will find news of events, new data releases and links to articles of local interest.
It would also be useful to visit the pages of the National Archives and the British 
Library who have many thousands of records and maps of interest to family historians.  
Additionally any other museums or libraries you like to use for your research.
You may then want to look at some of the networking sites which specifically focus 
on connecting family history enthusiasts to share questions and advice.  There are 
many but some of the bigger ones you could look at include Roots Chat, Ancestry UK 
Discussion Group and UK Genealogy.  You will be required to join to post a comment 
but there is no cost. 
If you are researching ancestors in another county or country look for networking 
groups in their local area.  Similarly there are many specialist ethnicity, religious and 
special interest groups such as military ancestors etc. you may wish to join. 
Twitter
It takes a little bit of getting used to reading and following posts, but I have enjoyed 
following my favourite genealogists and historians on Twitter for several years.  It’s an 
incredibly useful tool once you master the navigation and is simple and free from the 
App Store app on your phone or computer.  The only downside is once you get started 
you can end up falling down rabbit holes there is so much interesting information 
available.
Once you have downloaded the app and set up an account, using the magnifying glass 
icon (search function) at the bottom of the home page. You can search for people, TV 
or radio programmes, magazines, websites etc you want to follow.  Alternatively you 

S����� M���� ��� F����� H���������

www.familyhistoryfederation.com
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can use the hashtag symbol (#) followed by any topic you are interested in to see what 
people might be saying about it. 
For example, a good place to start would be typing in “#Ancestryhour”.  This is actually 
a Twitter ‘event’ hosted by Ancestry experts which takes place every Tuesday at 
7.00pm - 8.00pm.  Participants post useful information and answer questions, usually 
on a pre-advertised theme.  If you can’t follow the feed at 7.00pm simply go and have 
a look through the posts at any time - there is always a wealth of useful information 
and advice.  On Thursdays at 7.00pm #HouseHistoryHour” is another Twitter event 
that you can look back at any time, however if you want to interact with the experts 
you will need to log in when the events are live.
Instagram
Instagram is a picture-based social media platform which can be a real pleasure to 
spend some time scrolling through.  Much like Twitter, once you have downloaded 
and set up a free account using your email, you can choose to follow people or use 
the hashtag method, by literally typing in “#subject”, to see who is posting about a 
topic. 
As a starting point, try searching a general term such as #genealogytips and you will 
find experts sharing their knowledge.  Make sure you scroll through comments posted 
under each picture as this can lead you to useful comments from people you could 
then choose to follow. 
In common with Twitter and Facebook you could choose to follow your favourite 
magazines, TV and radio programmes, websites, experts etc.  Most will have a 
presence on Instagram.  Some of the information may be duplicated across platforms 
but I would argue Instagram is perhaps the easiest one to start with if you are new 
to the world of social media.  It is usually a welcoming place to start sharing your 
thoughts on other people’s posts.  
Message Boards and Forums
The last social media platform I want to mention here are Message Boards and 
Forums.  These are websites, or networking pages within websites, which exist to put 
family historians in contact with one another. 
A great example of a standalone family history networking website is 
www.rootschat.com.  Here you can post genealogy queries of any nature - be they 
specific to a family or location you are researching or something more general. You 
can also search through the posts to see if your query has already been answered 
and share your own knowledge with others. 
The major genealogy search sites such as The Genealogist, Family Search and 
Ancestry also all host their own Message Boards and Forums for users to connect 
with one another and post questions.  These are a great place to start, just click on 
the Community/Message Board or Forum link you will find on their website and scroll 
through to see some of the topics under discussion or choose the search function if 
there is a particular subject you have a query on. 
Hopefully this will provide some ideas on how to get going with social media for family 
historians.  Happy connecting!

S����� M���� ��� F����� H���������

www.rootschat.com
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For sometime there had been a mystery around 
my two times great grandmother Theodora 
(Dora) Saint Clair.  Theodora told her family 
that she was born at sea and that she was an 
orphan.  She told one family member that both 
her parents were French missionaries and 
another family member that her father was a 
seaman in international shipping.  She also 
said that she did not know when she was born 
although she celebrated her birthday on the 11th 
of January each year.  She worked as a private 
nurse and midwife in Southchurch, a district of 
Southend-on-Sea in Essex, although there is 
no evidence of her having any qualifications to 
practice as a nurse or midwife.  According to a 
family member the authorities made her remove 
a sign describing herself as a nurse.  
In the 1939 Register Dora Thompson is shown as 
living at 79 Stromness Road, Southend-on-Sea with a birth date of 11th January 1882 
and occupation as a general nurse.
In the 1950s when it was believed that Theodora was of the age that she should receive 
her old age pension, she needed proof of her age.  The family carried out research 
however no evidence could be found relating to her birth.  After much frustration 
according to family members a kindly retired Police Officer signed an affidavit to the 
effect that he went to school with her and so she must be of pensionable age although 
it was believed he had done no such thing.  
She appears on the birth certificate of her daughter Gladys Thompson in 1901 as 
Theodora Thompson and her maiden name was recorded as Saint Clair.  The birth 
certificate records the father as Godfrey Thompson.  Although I cannot find a birth 
registration for their second child, all the other children’s birth certificates record their 
mother’s maiden name as Saint Clair according to the GRO indexes.
The 1911 Census shows that Theodora was living with Godfrey and their children in 
Southchurch.  It also records that Theodora was born at sea in about 1880 but I could 
not find her in any other census.  Her daughter’s 1901 birth certificate records the 
birthplace as 22, Birkbeck Mansions, Birkbeck Road, Hornsey.  I looked in hope at the 
1901 Census for this address but the street numbers for Birkbeck Mansions at that 
time do not go up as far as number 22 although the Census was taken in March and 
her daughter was born in September of that year, so it is possible it was a new build 
or perhaps she gave a false address.

The Mysterious Nurse and a DNA revelation
by Paul Robbins (ESFH 27800)

D��� S���� C���� ����� E���� 
B�����
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A search for the marriage certificate of Theodora and Godfrey Thompson revealed no 
matches under any name variations and in the 1911 Census they are described as 
being married for thirteen years but on close inspection of the census return it appears 
that Godfrey has scratched off a previous number of years and written thirteen over 
the top of the entry which seemed very odd.  I believed that Godfrey’s uncertainty 
was down to them not actually being married.  I found Godfrey on the 1901 Census 
so he was probably still living at home with his widowed mother Henrietta in Stoke 
Newington and described as single.  Theodora would have been about three months 
pregnant at the time.    
My grandmother (Theodora’s granddaughter) offered to take a DNA test as she was 
keen on resolving the mystery, she tested with Ancestry.co.uk which is an Autosomal 
DNA test which can find DNA cousins from all family lines not just direct paternal and 
direct maternal lines.   
When my grandmothers DNA results came I started to analyse results for her by 
sorting her DNA cousin matches into groups (clusters) for example two of her first 
cousin matches were from her fathers side of the family so I could discount any 
matches that were “mutual matches” to them as not being from Theodora’s family so 
I was left with a far smaller group of matches to check. 
One of the remaining matches stood out to me, this match was a comparatively close 
match.  He shared 97 Centimorgans of DNA across 2 segments, for the purposes of 
this article I’ll call him Match 1. 
AncestryDNA gives the probability of various relationships for each which helped 
to determine the common ancestor was most likely within the last three to four 
generations.  I contacted Match 1 who said that there may be a link with his Blewer 
family who were from Birmingham but that he was not sure how we could be 
connected.
I was unsure of how to proceed and as time passed, further matches appeared on 
AncestryDNA for my grandmother and three of them I discovered had the Blewer 
surname in their tree.  After extending their trees I discovered that they all descended 
from a John Blewer who was born in Birmingham in 1841, and his wife Elizabeth 
Kemp.  
I began to check through all the children of John Blewer and Elizabeth Kemp as they 
were possible candidates for Theodora, although I was aware that the DNA link could 
be through another close relative.  Two of the daughters could easily be ruled out, 
but the daughter named Emily Blewer was living in Enfield Middlesex in 1891 with 
her uncle Abraham Blewer and his wife.  I searched for Emily in the 1901 Census 
and struggled to find her, eventually I found her living in Stoke Newington and calling 
herself Dora Blewer.  The census records she was working as a servant for a William 
Brockwell and his family.  Theodora would have been around three months pregnant 
at the time of the 1901 Census.  The fact that “Dora Blewer” was living only two miles 
away from Godfrey Thompson in 1901 appears to support that Emily/Dora Blewer 
were in fact aliases of Theodora Saint Clair.
I still needed more evidence that Emily Blewer and Theodora Saint Clair were the 
same person so I ordered a copy of the birth certificate of Emily Blewer and to my 
surprise I discovered that her mother was Ann Gwilt and not Elizabeth Kemp.  I 

T�� M��������� N���� ��� � DNA ����������
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discovered Ann Gwilt was the widow of William Alfred 
Kemp the brother of Elizabeth Kemp and brother-in-
law to John Blewer.  The birth certificate confirmed 
that John Blewer was her father it also recorded that 
she was born on the 11th of January 1877 and my 
grandmother remembers that Theodora Saint Clair 
celebrated her birthday on the 11th of January each 
year. 
Surprisingly in the 1881 Census Emily Blewer was 
living with her father John Blewer and his wife 
Elizabeth Kemp who was described as “insane”.  
Emily was not the only child of John Blewer and Anne 
Gwilt they had previously had a son called Thomas 
Henry Gwilt Blewer in 1875 who died young they also 
had another daughter called Bertha Blewer in 1879.  It 
seems rather shocking that John Blewer continued to 
live with his wife and children while having a relation-
ship and more children with Anne Gwilt.
Anne Gwilt was born in Shrewsbury in 1856 and was the daughter of Thomas Gwilt 
who worked as a Compositor and his wife Anne Walker Davies who was recorded as a 
nurse on the 1881 Census.  Although she would not have had any professional nursing 
qualifications she could well have passed on skills and knowledge to Theodora.  Also 
Gwilt and Davies are both surnames of Welsh origin and my grandmother’s DNA 
Ethnicity Estimate shows that she has some Welsh ancestry. 
Anne Gwilt’s paternal grandparents were Edward Gwilt and his wife Charity Parkin 
who was born in 1794 at Bratton Fleming in Devon.  Charity’s maternal grandfather 
was John Burgess who was born at North Molton, Devon in 1730.  My grandmother 
has a DNA match with a descendant of Petronel Burgess who was the sister of John 
Burgess and several other DNA matches which appear to be from the Burgess family 
of North Molton.  Although I would like to have found closer DNA matches with Anne 
Gwilt’s family, it is unlikely that my grandmother could have these DNA matches if she 
were not descended from Anne Gwilt.  
Although I have now proved beyond all reasonable doubt that Theodora Saint Clair 
and Emily Blewer were the same person, I suspect that there is more to the story.  In 
the 1901 Census when Theodora was a servant to the Brockwell family her employers 
William and Eliza Brockwell had two adult bachelor sons living at home.  They were 
Edward Brockwell aged 32 and Fredrick Brockwell aged 42.  I suspect Theodora’s 
baby, Gladys may have been fathered by one of the Brockwell brothers, although this 
is only a theory and I do not currently have any evidence.  Although my grandmother 
does not have any DNA matches specifically from Godfrey Thompson’s family this 
is not evidence in itself, and Godfrey is recorded as Gladys’ father on her birth 
certificate.  
I am pleased to have at least resolved the mystery of Theodora’s true identity and 
parentage and I hope that this article gives inspiration to others to use DNA to abolish 
brick walls in their family trees.

D��� S���� C���� ����� E���� 
B�����
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Search:

Eric would like to hear from any readers who come across websites that they find 
particulary useful.  Please email him on ericdprobert@blueyonder.co.uk
Please Note: All web addresses are checked at the time of going to print 
however some may change or disappear over time.

Essex 2
http://www.churchmonumentsgazetteer.co.uk/Essex-2.html
 has found this website useful and believes that other readers will find it of interest 
too. So check out the comprehensive information on the monuments in some 
churchs.  There is a link to Essex 1 featuring different churches too.
Chelmsford City Blue Plaque Trail
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/4587409.pdf
Download this file and take a brief tour through Chelmsford’s colourful history 
through 12 blue plaques.

History of War Magazine
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryofWarMag/
The facebook pages of this publication may well contain useful information relating 
to your military ancestors as there are short articles daily on a variety of different 
aspects of warfare,

Trace
https://www.trace.com/genealogists/
Might you need professional help with your family history research?  Then take a 
look at these pages of a network of professional genealogists where you will find 
details of their global research services.

Documents relating to Marriages
https://tinyurl.com/prhjdvrp 
From Beyond Brick Walls check out these.

Military History Encyclopedia
http://www.historyofwar.org/
Articles galore – nearly 7000 - on all aspects of military history plus over 7000 
pictures.  Browse through the 900 unover 1700 book reviews.

Finding the father of an Illegitimate Child
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/tutorials/illegitimate-
ancestors/
Get some ideas from this summary of a WDYTYA magazine article.

http://www.churchmonumentsgazetteer.co.uk/Essex-2.html
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/4587409.pdf 
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryofWarMag/
https://www.trace.com/genealogists/
https://tinyurl.com/prhjdvrp
http://www.historyofwar.org/
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/tutorials/illegitimate-ancestors/
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/tutorials/illegitimate-ancestors/
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Women’s Dangerous Jobs in WW2
https://www.history.com/news/women-wwii-military-combat-front-
lines?cmpid=email-hist-inside-history-2021-0301-03012021&om_
rid=&~campaign=hist-inside-history-2021-0301
Read this article from the History Channel (Inside History) for further enlighten-
ment.
All you need to know about UK Census Returns
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/family-records/uk-census-records
Read this FindMyPast article to learn the history and details of the census returns, 
1841 to 1911.
Understanding Catholic Records
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/help/a-guide-to-understanding-catholic-
records?utm_source=fmp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fridays&utm_c
ontent=UK+FRIDAYS+020421&utm_term=402751814&M_BT=91856820182411
Consult this informative FindMyPast blog.
50 Genealogy Tasks you can do in less than 15 minutes
https://www.theoccasionalgenealogist.com/2016/10/50-tasks-in-15-minutes-
or-less.html  
or a second web address is https://tinyurl.com/uf8mxuz3
From Jennifer of “Beyond the Brick Wall” comes many useful tips.

Secretary Hand fonts for typing
https://fontesk.com/joscelyn-font/o
Download this 18th century script used by a scribe when transcribing the Jocelyn 
Historical manuscript.

World War 2 Units and Officers
https://www.unithistories.com/
The Editor has found this website concerning army units and officers in the 2nd 
World War useful and interesting.  So explore the units by country, Divisions, 
Brigades etc. as the artillery and infantry regiments are featured.  The listing of 
officers of the Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force is arranged by initial letter of 
the alphabet.  The project is ongoing so names are being added all the time but there 
are thousands of names there already. An impressive resource for World War 2.

GRO Newsletters to Clergy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clergy-newsletters
From Peter Calver’s Lost Cousins Newsletter comes the news that these newsletters 
providing news and guidance on the registering of marriages etc. and other useful 
information covering the period August 2011 to the present day are available 
online.

U����� W�������
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Know your Place – Worcester https://kypworcester.org.uk/
If, like me, you have ancestors from this Midlands County then visit this site where 
you finds hundreds of photos of bygone times.
Guide to Researching Army Ancestors
https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-
useful-bulletin-09-may-2021.pdf
An informative and comprehensive Guide in the Family History Federation Really 
Useful Bulletin No. 9 (May 2021).
Britain’s First Blitz, 1914-18
http://www.iancastlezeppelin.co.uk/home/4582467808
All you need to know about the Zeppelin airship and Gotha & Giant bomber raids on 
Essex, London and other counties during the Great War in these illustrated pages 
by Ian Castle aviation historian and specialist on the Great War
Free family History Guides
https://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/free-family-history-resources
At these pages you can download several guides to family history resources from 
Your Family Historian.

History of Witham
https://www.janetgyford.com/
Do explore Janet Gyford’s interesting history of this central Essex town.  There are 
at least 30 articles including biographies of many of those who lived there.
Trade Directories Explained and Explained
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/how-to-use-trade-directories-
for-family-history/
Use this FamilyTree Guide to maximise the potential of Trade Directories to learn 
more about your ancestor’s life and the street on which they lived.
Tracing Royal Navy Officers Service Records
https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-
useful-bulletin-11-july-2021.pdf
Read Ian Waller’s really useful article on the Federation website.
The Victorian and Edwardian Post Office
https://addressinghealth.org.uk/
The Post Office was the largest employer in Britain during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries so Members may wish to participate in this transcription project concerning 
morbidity, mortality and occupational health.  Take a look.
The Home Guard
https://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/post/home-guard
Learn more about this WW2 organisation from the “Your Family History” short 
article.

U����� W�������

https://kypworcester.org.uk/
https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-useful-bulletin-09-may-20
https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-useful-bulletin-09-may-20
http://www.iancastlezeppelin.co.uk/home/4582467808
https://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/free-family-history-resources
https://www.janetgyford.com/
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/how-to-use-trade-directories-for-family-history/
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/how-to-use-trade-directories-for-family-history/
https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-useful-bulletin-11-july-2
https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/_resources/reallyuseful/fed-really-useful-bulletin-11-july-2
https://addressinghealth.org.uk/
https://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/post/home-guard


Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202168 Essex Family Historian No.175 December 202169

This 181-page paperback book, including a middle 
section of black and white photographs, is by Simon 
Webb who has written several non-fiction historical 
books.

The book is divided into 12 chapters including Suffra-
gettes and Suffragists, The Edwardian World, The Use 
of Terror and the Need for Martyrs, Emily Davison – 
Portrait of a Terrorist, The Terrorist Campaign Gathers 
Pace and The Plot to Kill the Prime Minister, finishing 
up with The Birth of a Myth.

I found the first two chapters highly informative 
covering the early history of the suffragist movement 
and the social and economic situation.

Chapter 5 is devoted to Emily Davison – to whom 
Simon gives the subtitle of Portrait of a Terrorist.  It seemed poignant as I wrote this 
that a statue had been unveiled to her in Ascot.  The town of her dastardly deed!  
Surely no-one has not heard of the woman who was killed at the Ascot races!

Did you know that the suffragist movement started in the 1870s and some socialists 
were working to gain the vote for every adult regardless of social class?  Simon 
also sets out the case for the Government, explaining why a bill was not top of the 
Governments Agenda.  It had much more to consider with unemployment, unrest, the 
arms race, home rule for Ireland and the very real possibility of revolution and a civil 
war.  On top of this the House of Lords was extremely powerful throwing out anything 
it disapproved of including all the Liberal Party domestic legislation.  

The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) the official name of the Suffra-
gette’s, was formed in 1903 by Emmeline and Christabel Pankhurst.  They felt that 
the objective of gaining the vote was moving too slowly.  This group were not fighting 
for the right of all women just the same rights as those currently enjoyed by men i.e. 
votes for those who owned property, paid rates or who had been to university.  The 
WSPU was just a small part of the whole suffrage movement with less than 10% of 
its members.

This book gives us an uncensored and unglamourised view of the suffragettes, 
describing how they moved on from low key actions such as heckling political 
speakers at meetings to bombing and arson.  I cannot put into words my horror at 
reading of the terrorist activities that were carried out, you must read this book for the 
full details. 

The Suffragette Bombers
by Simon Webb

Book review by Meryl Rawlings (ESFH 6639)
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The terrorist activities escalated as the years went on and in 1914 bombs were being 
set off all over the country the violence only ceasing with the outbreak of the Great 
War and Emmeline Pankhurst ordering the WSPU to suspend all activity.

Simon finishes by saying ‘this book has been an attempt to redress the balance a little 
and show another side to the Pankhursts and their suffragettes.’

An excellent professionally researched book which I highly recommend. 

Published by Pen & Sword in 2021 at a cost of £14.99.  
See www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

Tony Crompton’s interesting article (H�������� March 2021) describes the Great 
Plague reaching its peak in Colchester in the summer of 1666.  Great Oakley 12 miles 
away suffered in the autumn but according to Quarter Session Rolls, neighbouring 
parishes of Thorpe-le-Soken and Ramsey refused to contribute money to help:

‘Edward Grove and John Wright of Thorpe yeoman, both to answer the complaints of 
the inhabitants of Great Oakley for refusing to collect by rate the proportion of moneys 
charged on Thorpe according to an Act of Parliament of I James towards the relief 
of Great Oakley, then infected with the pestilence’ (Q/SR 411/84 Dec 1666).  Henry 
Edwards and William Ames of Ramsey yeoman to answer as before (Q/SR 411/85 
Jan 1667).

The Plague Act of 1604 ‘for the charitable relief and ordering of persons infested with 
the plague’ allowed two justices of the peace to charge ‘reasonable weekly taxes and 
rates as they shall think fit’ on any place within 5 miles for the relief of an infected 
village.

The Gt Oakley register records thirteen buried in August 1666 and at least eighteen in 
September and October compared with a previous monthly average of one.  Fifteen 
were bracketed together with the words ‘others dying of the plague and buried in the 
night the certain day not known’.  Only three were buried in December and the register 
is missing from 20 December to 1669.  The majority of recorded plague burials were 
of women and children so why was relief needed?  The Act allowed anyone from an 
infected house to be ordered to remain there; disobeying such an order was a felony 
and if the person was found to be infected, punishment was death.  Perhaps with the 
breadwinners unable to go out to work, many families were in need of relief. 

The draconian measures seem to have worked as the 1666 registers of nearby 
Ramsey show no increase in burial rates except for August 1666 which includes, 
very unusually, nine burials of seamen from various ships without any explanatory 
comment, possibly plague deaths from ships at Harwich.  The registers of Thorpe 
have not survived from that period. 

The Plague in Great Oakley 
by Geoffrey Mann (ESFH 2014)

I  I  I
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Summaries of a Selection of Online Presentations

Online Presentation 
Guglielmo Marconi -The man who came to Chelmsford and built the 

wireless age
by Tim Wander

Summarised by Andrea Hewitt (ESFH 6398)

Tim began his talk with the fact that Marconi (1874-1937) surprisingly considered 
himself as ‘a curious, but not intelligent man’.  

Like many physicists of his time Marconi had a great interest in electro-magnetic 
radiation and shortly after coming to England he joined forces with 
William Henry Preece (1834- 1913) the chief engineer 
of the Post Office from 1892 until 1899.  Marconi 
was soon able to send a wireless message 
to a ship off the Isle of Wight, where he 
also sent a message from Queen Victoria, 
and he announced that he had invented 
radio.  In 1899 he sent a radio message 
across the Channel, and in 1902 across 
the Atlantic.

At that time about 4 ships per month were being 
lost, and it was realised that radio would allow ships in 
distress to contact other crafts nearby, and drastically 
reduce losses.  In addition wireless signals didn’t require cables to 
be laid underground, or under water which was a slow and very expensive process.

Marconi set up his first factory at Hall Street, Chelmsford to produce radio sets and to 
train operators at minimum cost.

He obtained orders from the Italian Navy and the French Navy, and by 1910 supplied 
radios and operators to the White Star Line, for their fleet: The Carpathia, The 
Oceanic, The Britannic and of course, the ill-fated Titanic.  The radio operators that 
sailed with the Titanic in 1912 were trained at Chelmsford.  Sadly one of them was 
never recovered, but the other was rescued by The Carpathia.  Despite suffering 
badly from frost-bite, he returned to his duties for 11 hours helping their radio officers 
to send out lists of casualties and personal messages for the survivors.

This tragedy resulted in the British Government implementing The Safety of Life at 
Sea legislation, making it mandatory for every large British passenger ship to have 2 
radios and radio officers onboard.

June 2021
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It was soon realised that radio could be a huge asset during WW1 and the armed 
forces used it wherever possible, despite the fact that the equipment needed to be 
improved to be really safe and effective.

A new state of the art factory was built at New Street, Chelmsford in just 17 weeks 
to cope with this new demand for radio.  By July 1916 the factory had its own power 
supply, was operating 24 hours a day, and the only time the work was interrupted 
was because of the Spanish Flu outbreak, rather than enemy action.  Many women 
were employed at their factories during WW1 and, as the company found that women 
seemed to be more dextrous at wiring than men, they continued to be employed by 
Marconi after the end of the war, accounting for over 70% of the workforce.

The New Street Works was the location for the first entertainment radio broadcast in 
the world.  The opera singer Dame Nellie Melba performed there in 1920 and it was 
reported that her voice could be heard as far away as New York.

In the same year Peter Eckersley, the head of the Marconi Experimental Aircraft 
Department, set up the first licenced radio station at Writtle just outside of Chelmsford, 
the home of the Marconi Laboratories.  In 1922 regular entertainment broadcasts 
began at the Marconi Research Centre in nearby Great Baddow.  These were to lead 
to the formation of the BBC but that is another story.

Note from the Editor, Colleen

Tim Wander is a leading expert on Marconi and early broadcasting.  A long held 
interest in early radio sets inherited from his father and a passion for the early days of 
radio broadcasting led him to write “2MT Writtle - The Birth of British Broadcasting”, 
first published in 1988.  After 22 years the second, completely rewritten and much 
larger edition was published in October 2010.  In 2012 he published the story of the 
world’s first purpose built wireless factory – “Marconi’s New Street Works 1912-2012. 
Birthplace of the Wireless Age.”  In 2013 he also published the completely rewritten 
story of “Marconi on the Isle of Wight”, telling the full story of Marconi’s earliest 
stations and experiments.  One of his most recent publications is “From Marconi to 
Melba : The Centenary of the First British Radio Broadcast”.  His informative website 
can be found at https://marconibooks.co.uk

To Relieve Need and Distress’ – the story of East Anglian Almshouses 
by Sarah Doig

Summarised by Pauline Adlem (ESFH 6098)

Sarah took us on a journey from medieval times up to the present day with her talk 
about almshouses.  She started by giving us background information as to their 
origins.  They were places for the aged and poor to get help supported by charities.  
The origins stemmed from medieval monasteries where refugees and travellers were 
given food and shelter.  From then on other places were set up to help people in 
need, often addressing specific requirements.  One example was the Leper Chapel 
in Cambridge dating from about 1125 set up to help lepers.  Then there were the 
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hospitals, as they were called, the name deriving from hostel, looking after people but 
not treating them as hospitals are known for today.  Some examples of those are Bury 
St Edmunds St Saviour’s Hospital which offered support to pilgrims and the Hospital 
of St Giles in Norwich which offered support for aged priests, poor scholars and sick 
paupers.  

After the English Reformation in the mid-16th century it became more common for 
donors to provide the funds to help people in distress and need.  Some examples of 
those are Henry Tooley who left estates for providing almshouses in Ipswich around 
1550 and, a further endowment to the estates by William Smart in 1591, resulted 
in help for more people outside what parish poor relief could supply.  In addition 
to individuals philanthropic groups also founded almshouses for specific groups of 
people.  The corporation of Great Yarmouth founded the Fisherman’s Hospital in 
1702 for 20 “decayed fishermen” and their wives over 60 who could no longer provide 
for themselves.  Alfred Wimsey of Colchester left estates to provide 12 almshouses.  
Today some of these long-standing almshouses are still in existence and run by the 
trustees of charities overseen by the Charity Commission.

Many almshouses were built round a central courtyard.  Some were built in terraces 
and today some have been converted into flats.  The charities look after the upkeep 
of the buildings and any repairs.  Living in an almshouse people were treated well 
however in many complexes there were also rules and regulations to follow.  In 
Castle Rising Norfolk, to be eligible for admission to the almshouses the “Sister” 
(as the resident was called) was expected to be ‘of an honest life and conversation, 
religious, grave and discreet, able to read … a single woman, 56 years of age at 
least, no common beggar, harlot, scold, drunkard, haunter of taverns’.  The Sisters 
had to attend chapel every day, attend St Lawrence Church every Sunday and Holy 
Day dressed in their distinctive black hats and blue (later red) livery gowns, and say 
prayers for the founder whose badge they wore.  In some almshouses residents were 
not allowed to keep animals as they might wreak havoc in the gardens, and of course 
if they stole anything they would have to leave. 

Today, there are about 2,600 almshouse around the country, some of them very easily 
recognised by their architecture.  
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Murder, Sex And Mayhem In The English Church
by John Vigar 

Summarised by Helen Matten (ESFH 31242)

John Vigar introduced us to the intriguing fact that ‘churchyards and churches are full 
of mayhem, sex and murder!’  

He started by talking about St. Catherine – not, apparently a popular saint in England 
– who is associated with the wheel.  She was beheaded after breaking a wheel by 
touching it, and a stained glass in Angers Cathedral inFrance depicts her execution.  
He recounted how much stained glass was brought from the continent during the 
‘Grand Tour’ era of the 18th century to decorate our own churches.

Images of saints were declared illegal following the Reformation in the 16th century 
and many were destroyed.  However, those that survived are still in evidence today 
especially in stained glass windows and they tell of their rather gruesome stories.  
In the ‘far past’ medieval iconography depicted villains in detail with exotic head 
wear and ugly faces, while the victim or hero was portrayed rather more delicately.  
Appointed king at fourteen years old, St Edmund, King of East Anglia was the patron 
saint of 61 churches with his image all over England – a popular saint.

Early icons were created in many different ways.  Some were carved into Misericords 
as instruction to choirboys to lead a good life or be punished, while others were carved 
in stone.  The stained-glass window was a most common method of recording the 
story of what had taken place, pictures being easily understood by a largely illiterate 
population.  Other methods were frescoes painted onto the church walls, mainly in 
water colour which is why so many of them have disappeared or are so faint as to be 
unrecognisable.  Those painted in oils have fared better, but the restoration of frescoes 
is a mammoth task undertaken by experts.  A good example of such a restored fresco 
can be seen in the small family church of Layer Marney Tower in Essex.  A very rare 

painting of Judas Iscariot, 
who hanged himself after 
his betrayal of Jesus, can 
be found in another church.

Moving on to the ‘near 
past’, John continued with 
the story of the slave trade, 
which was rife.  Traders 
started wearing the dog-
collar in order to gain trust 
as ‘clergy’, but this stopped 
when a real clergyman was 
killed in error and his body 
was covered in reeds and 
pushed out to sea in a boat.  
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This story is told in a stained-glass window in Milton Keynes.  Bench ends in churches 
gave instruction and reminders to the congregation to uphold the law, for example one 
shows a man in the stocks for his crime.

Examples of ‘Mayhem included a depiction of souls being carried to the jaws of hell in 
a wheelbarrow – hence the term ‘going to hell in a hand-cart’!  Others of memorials to 
accidents, of which St. Mary’s Church, Walberton in Sussex has more than anywhere 
else.  One at the church is the headstone of Charles Cook (see previous page).  It 
shows Cook crushed under a fallen tree, watched by a laughing skeleton to the left, 
a hat-wearing man (who is holding an axe) and Father Time carrying his traditional 
scythe and hourglass to the right and a company of trumpet-playing angels above.  

John did not pull any punches when it came to the ‘Sex’ aspect of his talk!  These acted 
as ‘coded warnings’ and were often thinly disguised, such as images pulling their own 
beards, a euphemism for ‘pull your own, I’m not interested’.  Unusual figures were 
placed high up in the holiest parts of the church to ward off evil spirits, such as the 
‘Willingham Imp’.  These carvings and paintings did not draw the veil over anything!  
We learned that the female version of these images are known as a ‘Sheela na gig’ 
from Irish Celtic and are figurative carvings of nude women displaying exaggerated 
female anatomy features but interestingly there is no male equivalent term.  They 
had non-human faces, and the males were the more common, often used outside the 
church as a ‘spout’.  Lincoln Cathedral has a series of carvings showing ‘three things 
not to do’, namely, do not have sex with animals, do not pay for sex and keep to your 
own age group!  These were made to educate and inform the observer, who, in the far 
past and the nearer past, clearly did not view the world as we do today.

A totally fascinating talk enjoyed by all who partook in this online meeting.  Comments 
received after the talk ranged from ‘Oh My Goodness, who would have thought all that 
went on?’ to ‘This one is definitely a keeper, can’t wait to hear another of his talks!’  
Many thanks to John Vigar.

Online Presentation 
Suffragists and the Great War by Carol Harris

Summarised by Fred Feather V.P.

Many of us may have seen Carol recently on television with her husband Mike Brown 
in family history related programmes; we were not to be disappointed.

She told us a little about the books she has published, and her career and work for 
the Coram Institution of London (www.coram.org.uk).  We learned the difference 
between the attitudes and actions of Suffragists as opposed to Suffragettes.  She told 
us about the work of Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (1836-1917) who became our first 
woman doctor in 1865 and something of the career of her daughter Louisa (1873-
1943) during the war years.

The Suffragists under the direction of Millicent Fawcett (1847-1929) had wider issues 
than the Suffragettes who concentrated on votes for women and were seen to be more 

July 2021

S�������� �� O����� P������������

www.coram.org.uk


Essex Family Historian No.175   December 202176 Essex Family Historian No.175 December 202177

militant.  We learned of the efforts of Mary Macarthur (1880-1921) and the women 
who set up significant political meetings in Amsterdam in 1916.  Some 80 women had 
their passports seized by the British government to prevent them attending.

Women were instrumental in helping our war effort.  Later in the war rationing became 
necessary and many women covered the former occupations of men who were now 
fighting.  The Land Army was formed in 1917 and women were now often involved in 
heavy work - tree felling, agriculture and munitions producing.  She detailed careers 
of women such as Mabel Annie St Clair Stobart (1862-1954) who became our first 
female army major, commanding some 80 soldiers in a mobile column on a war 
front, and others who started field hospitals and later joined Army and Navy units for 
women.  The magnificent role of nurses was not neglected.

Carol spoke interestingly for some 75 minutes and answered a number of pertinent 
questions.  She provided us with a brief list of sources for further research which was 
accessible with the recording of her presentation for several weeks after her talk.

Births And Death – Hidden Secrets 
by Antony Marr

Summarised by Helen Matten (ESFH 31242)

“There is no such thing as an original birth certificate!”  Antony Marr began his talk by 
giving us an understanding of the civil registration system with this revelation.  Those 
of us who claim to be in receipt of our ancestors’ ‘original’ birth certificates may take a 
sharp breath here, but the truth is, if the document is signed it is not a certificate!  The 
only original document is the Register entry held by the local registry office.  What we 
actually have is a copy of that birth register record, which is copied onto a certificate 
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form by the registrar whose office produced the original record.  Registration is 
governed by a complex set of rules which change constantly to keep up with changes 
in the law.  Lying about the details when registering a birth is a prison offence.  There 
are four checks made when registering a birth namely; is it a live birth; has it occurred 
in the district in which they live; the birth is not already registered (unless it is a re-
registration); and who was the informant?  It sounds like an absolute minefield and 
given the lack of education of our ancestors it is amazing that these registers were 
completed at all! 

Antony continued with the revelation that anyone over the age of 52 years does not 
have a surname! This refers to the fact that up until 1969 the birth registration did not 
show the surname of the child.  The reason for this is that the surname of the father is 
given along with the mother’s pre-marital name, and the assumption is that the child 
will have the same surname as the father.  In the case of parents not married there will 
be one entry for each parent, and if the child is illegitimate the father’s space will be 
left blank (1837).  By 1874 the law had changed and both parents had to be present 
at the registration – this still applies today.  If the father is not present the birth can be 
re-registered at a later date when he is in attendance.

The next ‘myth’ to be dealt with by Antony was; ‘Is the mother’s surname she was born 
with her maiden name’? Not for registration purposes apparently!  It should be the 
name she used for her first marriage, so could be a stepfather’s name or her mother’s 
name.  If the mother’s name was the same as the father’s name it could suggest they 
were cousins, or to hide an illegitimate birth.  The most important information to look 

H��� �� ������� �������� �� �� ���� ����� – ���� �� � C���������� ���� ��������� � 
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for is that of the informants, of which there should be two.  If the parents are unmarried 
then both addresses will be given.

Many of us encounter registration that seems to have been recorded many years after 
the birth of the child, which can cause confusion and doubts.  The laws on late reg-
istration have changed many times over the years and sometimes the re-registration 
can occur when the ‘child’ is an adult.

The information for deaths is equally complex, starting with five checks that need to be 
made.  There are three certificates issued for a death; the medical certificate of cause 
of death, the death certificate which is copied for the register entry and the certificate 
for burial or cremation which is on a green form.  Historically, causes of death could 
be whatever the family thought it might be – or nothing!  After 1850 doctors became 
involved in the certification.  In 1874 all deaths required a detailed death certificate.  
If there are multiple reasons for a death, the one at the top of the list is the cause of 
death, the subsequent reasons being what led to the cause of death.  For example, 
the second reason might be ‘had a stroke’. This led to pneumonia at the top of the list, 
which was the cause of death, not the stroke.

If an inquest is held the issue of the death certificate might be months or even 
years after the actual death which can cause more confusion for the genealogist.  
Sometimes a person has been buried before the issue of the certificate, usually if the 

T�� C���������� �� D������� �� ��� ���� ����� �� ��� ������� �������� ��� ��� ������/ 
���������.  I� �� ����� ���� �����, ��� ������ “F��� 9” ��� �������� ����� �� ��� 

“����� ����”.  S����� ���� E�����’� ����������.
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Coroner is involved.  The vicar is required to return the burial forms to account for the 
funeral, but these were not kept.

Finally, Antony told us that a stillbirth was not registered unless the child had taken 
an independent breath, when it is known as a Neonatal death.  If the baby had never 
lived, it cannot have died.  After 1928 a stillbirth was registered as a death, but these 
records are not online. 

Antony Marr’s credentials are that he is a retired Police Officer who entered the world 
of Registrars.  He worked as Registrar for Beaconsfield Registry Office, which, for 
the sharp-eyed of us, masqueraded as the fictional Causton Police Station in the 
Midsummer Murders series!  It was a thoroughly informative lecture.

Note from Colleen, Editor

Anthony Marr is a member of the Association of Genealogists and Research Archives.  
He runs Chalfont Research a professional genealogy research service based in 
Chalfont St Peter in Buckinghamshire.  His location makes it ideal to undertake family 
history research in Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire plus he can 
access all the major London archives.  He is a regular speaker and researcher for 
several TV genealogy programmes.  He can be contacted via his website:- 
www.chalfontresearch.co.uk

 Victorian Life, Upstairs and Downstairs by Dr Judith Hill
Summarised by Pauline Adlem (ESFH 6098)

In the 19th century there was a vast increase in the number of domestic servants as 
more and more people were becoming richer and could afford more homes in the 
country.  Before then it was mainly the large landowners and nobility who could afford 
large country houses and vast estates.

There was a definite line between those living upstairs and those living downstairs 
and everyone knew their place.  The bigger the establishment the more servants 
were employed both in the house and on the land.  Before the Industrial Revolution 
when more people worked on the land and lived in the country, working for a wealthy 
landowner was considered a very good job.

In a large establishment domestic servants were largely not meant to be seen by their 
employers.  Communications were mainly through the main servants like the butler, 
housekeeper and estate manager.  Domestic chores in the house, such as cleaning, 
polishing and making up fires in grates were to be done by the housemaids before 
the residents got up.

While the servants were busy, the employers were busy holding hunting parties, 
welcoming visitors, having dinner parties and generally enjoying themselves.

Below stairs was a different world altogether.  Depending on the size of the household 
the number of servants would vary and there was a strict hierarchy there between 
the upper servants and the lower servants.  The butler and housekeeper were in 
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charge of running downstairs and for keeping discipline.  The number of housemaids, 
footmen and other servants depended on the size of the household.  It was preferred 
that footmen were tall and often they were given standard names like James and John 
rather than using their own.  In the larger households uniforms were supplied for all 
domestic staff, however in smaller establishments servants had to provide their own.

In a large household there would be the butler and maybe an under butler, the 
housekeeper, cook, kitchen maids, scullery maids, housemaids, ladies maids, 
footmen, a nanny, nursemaids, and maybe a governess.  Outside there would be 
an estate manager, gardeners, under gardeners. game keepers, and grooms.  The 
outside help quite often lived in cottages in the grounds which were tied to the job.  
Indoor servants like the butler and the housekeeper had their rooms downstairs while 
the remainder were housed in the attic which were approached by their own stairs.  

Often the household had more than one house and moved between them according 
to the season.  Many of the more senior servants went with them leaving the rest of 
the staff to do any big cleaning jobs that needed doing.

All the servants worked long hours and did not get much time off.  When more varied 
jobs became available as the country became industrialised servants began to look 
for jobs that were better paid and had shorter working hours, so eventually the large 
landowners had to cope with less servants as the country became more urbanised 
and country estates began to decline.

A ����� �� �������� ���� � ����� ��������� �� ��� 1880� 
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The Trinity House Story
by Karl Lumber

Summarised by Andrea Hewitt (ESFH 6398)
Karl introduced his talk with the fact that the Trinity House Corporation 
(www.trinityhouse.co.uk) is the largest maritime charity in the UK and was 
established over 500 years ago to provide finance to improve safety for ships, their 
crews and passengers.  Trinity House is now responsible for over 60 lighthouses, 500 
buoys, to mark sandbanks etc. and several lightvessels.

In 1513 mariners on the Thames became concerned about the poor conduct of pilots.  
They were essential for safe passage, as no charts or maps existed at that time. A 
petition was put before Henry VIII and as a result Trinity House was set-up as a guild 
to regulate their training, conduct and welfare including the retirement of elderly pilots.  
This legislation,however, only covered the River Thames.

The first Master of the guild was Sir Thomas Spert who was also the first Master of 
the infamous ship the ‘Marie Rose’, the favourite of Henry VIII’s fleet.  It was in service 
for 34 years before it sank just off Portsmouth in 1545.  Of the 500 on board only 35 
survived, clearly demonstrating that the safety regulations governing the Thames 
needed to be applied to the whole of the British Isles.  It wasn’t until 1566 however, 
that Elizabeth 1 gave permission for this to happen.  Examining masters were also 
appointed to ensure that pilots acted professionally.

By 1588 Spanish ships were approaching England from the Channel and Trinity 
House supplied 30 ships to assist in defence.

In 1609 the first lighthouse was built at Lowestoft in Suffolk.  Vessels paid towards the 
construction and operation of lighthouses by taxes levied at British ports.

In 1698 the first lighthouse to be constructed on rocks was built at Eddystone near 
Plymouth, however being mostly made from wood, it was destroyed by weather and 
rough seas in 1703.

In 1734 the first lightship or lightvessel was moored in the Thames.

In 1759 John Smeaton built a new style of lighthouse.  Smeaton was a pioneer of 
the use of Portland Cement which can set underwater.  This development meant 
that lighthouses could remain in service for a very long time, even up to 100 years or 
more.

In 1914 it was decided that the lighthouses would still stay on for shipping throughout 
WW1 as this helped with the removal of ships sunk by the enemy, and kept the 
shipping lanes clear.  During WW2 however, the lights were only switched on for our 
convoys, and during the ‘D-Day’ landings.

By 1960 there were 500 Ships Masters, 350 of these being based in the Thames 
where 60% of the UK cargo was brought into the country.

In1987 the Port of London Authority took charge of pilots on the Thames, and Trinity 
House, at Harwich, retained the regulation of the remainder.
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1998 marked the end of 400 years of the employment of lighthouse keepers, when 
lighthouses became fully automated.  The size of the original electric light bulb used 
was the size of a football, now they are much smaller, but are more efficient and use 
less power.

Today Trinity House has its main operational centre at Harwich, another centre in 
Swansea, a helicopter base in St. Just, in Cornwall and a London building, rebuilt after 
being destroyed by bombing in WW2.

They operate 2 large ships and a smaller fast response boat to cover incidents in the 
Channel, they also are the licencing authority for deep sea pilots, wreck marking and 
satellite navigation.

The Trinity House Corporation owns an estate at Newington and the Almshouses 
at Deptford, Mile End and Walmer.  It dispenses millions of pounds in grants for the 
welfare of retired seamen and women, the training of Merchant Marine and leisure 
industry cadets and the promotion of safety at sea.

More information can be found at the London Metropolitan Archive (LMA) and 
includes records of lighthouse keepers and other employees.

Surviving records specifically of lighthouse keepers and the crews of lightvessels 
and Trinity House cutters are all 20th century.  Most records of the lighthouse and 
lightvessel service appear to have been destroyed in the 1940 bombing of Trinity 
House.  Some pension records covering staff appointed between 1900 - 88 have 
been retained by Trinity House, 

Specific family history sources at LMA are: -

* Register of staff appointed 1914 - 72 (Ms 30121)

* ‘Station book’ listing keepers and crews 1941 - 55 (Ms 30122)

* Registers of pensionable staff (staff born 1870 - 1931) (Ms 30055)

August 2021
Online Presentation 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission by Sophie Newton 
Summarised by Andrea Hewitt (ESFH 6398)

Sophie began her talk by explaining that the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
(CWGC) holds records dating back to 1914.  These relate to 23,000 sites around 
the world in 153 countries where burials and monuments have been placed by the 
organisation to honour 1.7 million of Commonwealth war dead, from both WW1 and 
WW2.  This includes personnel who have died as a result of their war injuries, (up 
to 31/08/1921 for WW1 and 31/12/1947 for WW2) although these memorials will 
normally be found in their local church cemeteries.  Even now 20-30 more memorials 
are added each year as remains are still being recovered.  Efforts are made to identify 
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these remains however the CWGC do not use DNA resources as they feel this is not 
appropriate.

The commission is funded by the governments of the UK, Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, South Africa and India and covers all of their armed forces and their 
Merchant Navy crews.

The work they do was initiated by Fabian Ware who was Commander of the Mobile 
Red Cross, who started to record all burials recorded in WW1, from 4th August 1914.  
As a result of their efforts our government established the Imperial War Graves 
Commission in 1917 which was re-named the CWGC in 1960.

10,000 documents have been archived and 16,000 photographs have been digitised, 
further digitisation is ongoing to enable all records to be viewed on their database.  
The Casualty Archive contains the register of casualties, grave/memorial registers 
and headstone schedules.  The archive also contains architectural drawings and 
cemetery plans, correspondence, minutes, administration records, photographic 
archives and staff records.

As each bereaved family is asked to supply details that they would like shown on their 
relative’s headstone, there may well be correspondence in the archives which may be 
of interest to family historians.

The CWGC archive includes a letter from Fabian Ware, and his book ‘The Graves of 
the Fallen’ in which he describes the work started by the Mobile Red Cross.  As this 
work developed consideration was given to the fact that our war dead came from 
many religious faiths and that any memorial should include a reference to that faith, if 
applicable.  Larger monuments were also designed with this in mind.

As an inherent class structure was present during WW1 so, when it was first mooted 
that all service personnel, regardless of their rank should be memorialised in the 
same way, there was some resistance to this, but the CWGC continued this practice.

Their records show that some military personnel remained in the countries in which 
they served as gardeners, stonemasons etc. for the CWGC.  Many had families there 
and often their role was passed onto theiroffspring.

It took between 2-10 years to build each cemetery, and each one provides some sort 
of shelter for visitors.  From my own experience in France this is where a name index 
can be found to guide you to the location of their grave, or listing on the wall plaques 
for those men whose bodies were not found.

Following a TV documentary in 2019 it became apparent that many non-white war 
dead, from both WW1 and WW2, had not been treated in the same way as their 
colleagues.  This omission is now being re-dressed.

The CWGC headquarters at Maidenhead can normally be visited by the public, but it 
is advisable to contact them before your visit for details.  They are also working on a 
guide to enable future researchers to get the most from their records.
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Sophie concluded her enlightening talk by saying that they also have an educational 
programme for young people, and are always on the look-out for volunteers to help 
continue their valuable work.

The CWGC website is: www.cwgc.org
To visit/enquiries: enquiries@cwgc.org
Address: 2 Marlow Rd Maidenhead SL6 7DX Telephone: 01628 634221

September 2021 
Hybrid Online Presentation

The Life and Crimes of Margery Allingham by Helen Matten
Summarised by Colleen Devenish

As one has come to expect from Helen’s lectures 
you ‘get a lot of bang for your buck’ and so I was 
not disappointed with the amount of information 
she delivered in this lecture.  She did admit that the 
subject matter was a new one in her presentation 
repertoire and apologised for having to read from 
her notes plus she had the added factor that she 
was taking part in the first ESFH hybrid lecture at 
our Galleywood site.  This is likely to be the format of 
future ESFH lectures.

Helen began her talk, which was lavishly illustrated, 
by telling us that Margery had been born in 1904 in 
Ealing, London to parents who both made a living 
through writing.  Her father Herbert edited a non-
conformist weekly newspaper and other publica-
tions.  Her mother and her aunt also published for 
a living.  

When a baby, her parents moved from Ealing to Layer Breton, not far from Colchester, 
to a Georgian rectory which became a centre for visiting journalists and writers.  Helen 
then told us about her early life, schooling and how she started writing at an early 
age getting paid for her first work at eight years old.  Margery continued writing and 
performing plays in her teenage years.  Stimulated by the literary environment she 
started to hone her writing style.  In 1920 she returned to London with her parents 
although they retained a house on Mersey Island.  She enrolled at the Regent 
Street Polytechnic where she studied drama and speech and was to meet her future 
husband, Philip Youngman Carter.  At the age of 19 she published her first novel 
Blackchief Dick (1923).  She then started to produce novels on a regular basis.

Many of the dusk jackets of her books were designed by her husband and in 1934 
they made a permanent home in D’Arcy House in Tolleshunt D’Arcy where Margery 
settled into village life.
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She published several works and ultimately developed the character which would 
make her an acknowledged writer by the crime writing fraternity and critics.  Albert 
Campion was the name of her fictional detective sleuth and she soon created a whole 
world around this character.  The Albert Campion stories eventually became a BBC 
TV series in the late 1980’s starring Peter Davidson as the sleuth and can still be 
bought on DVD or streamed today.

Helen told us about the success of her novels.  During the years 1928-1941 she 
published 13 novels.  Her greatest success was in 1952 with The Tiger in the Smoke.  
Her only non-fiction work was called The Oaken Heart which is pertinent to Essex 
history.  This was the story of an English village during WW2 which was rushed out in 
1941 and was written at the time.  This book is a compelling tale of how a community 
pulled together with the impending threat of invasion danger.  Perhaps your ancestors 
lived in the area during WW2 so this is a good read to give you a better understanding 
of what day to day life was about during WW2 in one corner of Essex.

For security reasons the names of the villagers and villages were disguised.  Joyce 
Allingham, her sister, provided a key to the villages in later editions of the book which 
are detailed below.

Auburn  Tolleshunt D’Arcy
Flinthammock  Tollesbury
Pontibright Chapel and Wakes Colne
Heath  Tiptree
Fishling Maldon
Bastion Colchester
Goldenhind Goldhanger
Mudlarking Salcott
Ney Great Tey
Marshaling Virley
The Tye Tudwick
Shadow hill  Oxley Hill
Abbot’s Dyke The Wyck

There are numerous retrospective takes on WW2 but this book has a reality to it as 
Margery found her house an Air Raid Warden’s post and a First Aid Centre plus the 
childless Margery found herself responsible for 275 East London evacuees in a village 
of little more than 600 people.  D’Arcy House and grounds also became a temporary 
military base for eight officers and 200 men of the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles). 

Helen told us how Margery continued to write after the finish of WW2 and about 
her final years as an author.  She died in 1966 of breast cancer and is buried in her 
beloved Tolleshunt D’Arcy.  Her final Campian novel, Cargo of Eagles, was completed 
by her husband at her request and was published in 1968.

There is not space here to cover much of the material in Helen’s talk however more 
information can be found about this Essex author at the Margery Allingham Society 
founded in 1988 see https://margeryallingham.org.uk
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Putting Your Ancestors in their Place – 
An Introduction to One-Place Studies 

By Dr Janet Few
Summarised by Colleen Devenish (ESFH 6279)

As a result of the technology that our Society now utilises and Janet’s agreement to 
make her recording available for a short time I listened to this presentation from our 
website as I was unable to attend the online meeting.

Janet had provided a four page A4 handout which I was able to download and it is still 
available at https://thehistoryinterpreter.wordpress.com.

Her message to family historians was to remind us that our ancestors did not live in 
isolation and that they were part of a community which we could learn about in the 
form of researching and creating a one-place study.  A one- place study brings family 
and local history together.

A one-place study involves studying as much detail as possible about a geographi-
cal place including multiple facets of the area such as buildings, companies, events, 
geography, photographs and famous residents etc.

She presented 10 steps as a guide to how to start a one-place study and talked about 
the resources that could be found and considered at each step.  So a one-place study 
consists of: -

1. Choosing a place 
2. Reconstructing the physical space
3. Populate with the number of people, or individuals
4. Collecting data from many different sources as desired or is practical
5. Connecting people in family groups, or people with places and/or events
6. Analysing and drawing conclusions from the data collected
7. Synthesise and focus on one period of time
8. Contextualise - how the chosen place fits or compares with other places of 

a similar kind
9. Disseminate and share your findings by as many means as possible

10. Enthuse – Spread the word
Janet went on to detail where we could find further help including the Society of One-
Place Studies http://one-place-studies.org/studies and the Register of One Place 
Studies www.oneplacestudy.org 

She gave us information regarding websites in UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
and USA which could help with information for a one-place study.  A full reading list 
was provided including her own publication which was published in 2020 entitled Ten 
Steps to a One-Place Study and I for one will be buying a copy.
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 October 2021
Handwriting Workshop by Dr Mark Carroll

Summarised by Colleen Devenish (ESFH 6279)

Mark Carroll is the Secretary of the Waltham Forest 
Family History Society and has presented to us before.  
This time he was presenting a workshop entitled 
Reading Old Handwriting.
He had made an information sheet available some 
days before the start of the workshop which included 
tips regarding reading old handwriting.  These tips 
consisted of information and observations he had come 
across in his years of reading old text.  He introduced 
the subject by reminding us that we should consider 
several factors when transcribing an old document 
including the date, content of the document, and that 
dates were written in different ways, even words used 
for family members were defined differently e.g. cousin 
might be used instead of nephew or brother-in-law.
For this workshop he concentrated on Secretary Hand which was in widespread use 
before 1800.
Mark started the workshop with an exercise on transcribing his own recent handwriting 
and then gave us several more examples of handwriting going backwards in time 
ending up with text from Elizabethan times.  He allowed two minutes for the audience 
to try and read the examples and then helped us with the translation.  He stressed the 
only way to improve the reading of old documents was to practice and at the end of 
the lecture several members told us what methods they used when transcribing old 
documents like wills.
The Society has for sale two second-hand copies of the booklet How to Read Local 
Archives 1500-1700 by the eminent former county archivist of Essex F.G. Emmison.  
The cost is £5 each plus postage.  Please email me if you wish to secure a copy at 
editor@esfh.org.uk.  I particularly like this 1967 booklet as it contains photographs 
of examples of Secretary Hand with accompanying translations by Emmison and all 
the examples are from Essex documents.  Emmison was not the only Essex Record 
Office employee who published helpful books for family historians.  Hilda Grieve, the 
Essex archivist, published Examples of English Handwriting 1150-1750 which was 
first published in 1959 can still be purchased today.
Moving online TNA has a very explicit guide to Palaeography 1500-1800 see their 
website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography and there are numerous 
presentations available on www.youtube.com including a Gloucestershire Archive 
lecture and an exercise on reading the letters of Henry Neville to Robert Cecil, 
Elizabethan statesman by the blogger Ken Feinstein.
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This was passed to me from a friend who read it on a Devon Facebook page. 

“We Are The Chosen”
We are the chosen.  In each family there is one who seems called to find the 
ancestors.  To put flesh on their bones and make them live again, to tell the family 
story and to feel that somehow, they know and approve. 

Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but, instead, breathing life into all 
who have gone before.  We are the storytellers of the tribe.  All tribes have one.  We 
have been called, as it were, by our genes.  Those who have gone before cry out to 
us, “Tell our story!”. So, we do.  In finding them, we somehow find ourselves. 

How many graves have I stood before now and cried?  I have lost count.  How 
many times have I told the ancestors, “You have a wonderful family; you would be 
proud of us”.  How many times have I walked up to a grave and felt somehow there 
was love there for me?  I cannot say. 

It goes beyond just documenting facts.  It goes to who I am and why do I do the 
things I do.  It goes to seeing a cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds and indif-
ference and saying, “I can’t let this happen.  The bones here are bones of my bone 
and flesh of my flesh.  It goes to doing something about it.  It goes to pride in what 
our ancestors were able to accomplish, how they contributed to what we are today.  
It goes to respecting their hardships and losses, their never giving in or giving up, 
their resoluteness to go on and build a life for their family.  It goes to deep pride that 
the fathers fought and some died to make and keep us a Nation.  It goes to a deep 
and immense understanding that they were doing it for us. 

It is of equal pride and love that our mothers struggled to give us birth.  Without 
them we could not exist, and so we love each one, as far back as we can reach.  
That we might be born who we are.  That we might remember them.  So we do.  
With love and caring and scribing each fact of their existence, because we are 
they and they are the sum of who we are.  So, as a scribe called, I tell the story 
of my family.  It is up to that one called in the next generation to answer the call 
and take my place in the long line of family storytellers.  That is why I do my family 
genealogy, and that is what calls those young and old to step up and restore the 
memory or greet those whom we had never known before.

Author Unknown.

We Are the Chosen 
 selected by Helen Matten (ESFH 31242)
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Society Information
www.esfh.org.uk

Payment of Membership, Services and CD’s by post
Facilities on our website allow for Membership, Services, CD’s published by the 
Society, Birth, Marriage & Death Certificates etc. to be ordered and paid for using 
a credit or debit card (payment taken via the PayPal website) or a PayPal account.  
New members wishing to pay their membership fees by cheque should send an 
email, or write, to our membership secretary Miss A Turner to enable her to send 
them a membership application form.  A payment by cheque must be in GBP, payable 
at a UK bank, in favour of the “Essex Society for Family History” and crossed.

Membership applications and queries should be sent by email to 
memsec@esfh.org.uk or by post to Miss Ann Turner, I Robin Close Great Bentley 
Colchester CO7 8QH.

Research Centre and Services
Our research centre is based at the Essex Record Office Wharf Road Chelmsford 
CM2 6YT and is open to both members of the Society and non-members from 
1.00pm - 4.00pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays 10.00am - 1.00pm when you will 
find volunteers on duty. There is a direct telephone line during opening hours:
Tel. 01245 264773.
Our research team offers a service to search indexes and databases where we 
hold the relevant data at our Research Centre.   For details of the indexes we hold 
please  see our website under the Searches tab followed by Search Services.  For all 
enquiries regarding our Search Services please email searches@esfh.org.uk.  
For products sold via our online shop and how to order and pay please see our 
website under the SHOP tab.

Bolding of email addresses in this issue is to ensure that they are easy to read;  they 
are not hyperlinked, whereas web addresses are bolded so that electronic readers may 
click on the link and be taken directly to that web address.

I  I  I

Corrections from issue number 174 of the Historian for August 2021
Page 72 First paragraph ….History of a Hadleigh family from 1790-1910 should 
have read the Choppens not the Choppers.

www.esfh.org.uk
www.esfh.org.uk
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Branch Rep:  Barbara Harpin
Committee Members: 
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Chair:  Eric Jude
Secretary:  Heather Feather
Treasurer: Maureen Angerstein
Committee Members: 
Melody Hurst, Bill Bayford, Linda 
Medcalf, Jack Gardner, Reg Wells and 
Mandie Adams
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Archivist:  Ian Boreham  Email:ian4562003@yahoo.co.uk
Communications Manager:  Andrea Hewitt  Email:andiehewitt@hotmail.com
Data Controller:  John Young  Email:johnm.young@ntlworld.com
Editor:  Colleen Devenish  Email:editor@esfh.org.uk
Executive Committee Minute Recorder: Janice Sharpe  Email:sharpejms1@aol.com
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Membership Secretary:  Ann Turner  Email:memsec@esfh.org.uk
MI Co-ordinator:  Ray Poole  Email:memorials@esfh.org.uk
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Projects Co-ordinator:  Mary Rix  Email:mary@clapstile.co.uk
Publications Reviewer:  Eric Probert  Email:ericdprobert@blueyonder.co.uk
Research Centre Committee Chair:  Elizabeth Cox  Email:emt.cox2@btinternet.com
Research Centre Volunteers Co-ordinator:  Gill Peregrine  Email:gpesfh@gmail.com 
Research Team Leader:  Shirley Harman  Email:searches@esfh.org.uk
Strays Co-ordinator:  Ann Church  Email:ann.church@mypostoffice.co.uk
Webmaster/E-Commerce:  Paul Stirland  Email:webmanager@esfh.org.uk
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President: The Lord Petre K.C.V.O.
Patron: To Be Appointed
Vice-Presidents: 
Ann Turner Email: memsec@esfh.org.uk
Ann Church Email: ann.church@mypostoffice.co.uk
Eric Probert Email: ericdprobert@blueyonder.co.uk
Fred Feather Email: fredfeather1936@gmail.com

The Trustees and Executive Officers of the Society
(who hold bi-monthly meetings) – 

Chair:
Elizabeth Cox, 9 Riverside Court, Cambridge Road, Harlow CM20 2AD
Email: emt.cox2@btinternet.com Tel: 01279 434267
Vice-Chair:
John Young, 46 Paddock Mead Harlow CM18 7RR
Email: johnm.young@ntlworld.com  Tel: 01279 416204
Secretary:
Meryl Rawlings, 4 Barbrook Way Bicknacre Chelmsford CM3 4HP
Email: meryl.rawlings@btinternet.com  Tel: 01245 225200
Treasurer:
Tanya Sewell, 24 Pyms Road, Galleywood, Chelmsford CM2 8PY
Email: thesewells24@gmail.com  Tel: 07790 584906

Colleen Devenish
Heather Feather
Andrea Hewitt
Helen Matten

Executive Members – some members can be contacted via the Contact Us 
section on our website.

Mary Rix
Trevor Rix
Janice Sharp
Paul Stirland 

The following Branch Chairmen or their Representatives have been elected by their 
branch members and serve as ex-officio members of the Executive Committee 

Chair North-East Essex Branch (Colchester)  Pauline Adlem
Representative West Essex Branch (Harlow)  Barbara Harpin
Chair South-East Essex Branch (Southend)  Eric Jude

memsec@esfh.org.uk
ann.church@mypostoffice.co.uk
johnm.young@ntlworld.com
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SOUTHEND South East Essex
Avenue Baptist Church Hall Milton
Road Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
Chair: Eric Jude
Email: eric_j_jude@hotmail.com
Secretary: Heather Feather 
Email: hfeather2038@gmail.com

HARLOW West Essex 
St. John’s Arts and Recreation Centre 
Market Street Old Harlow CM17 0AJ
Chair:  Elizabeth Cox  
Email: emt.cox2@btinternet.com 
Secretary:  Sue Spiller
Email: suespiller@yahoo.co.uk 

HEADQUARTERS 
The Galleywood Centre The Common (off Margaretting 
Road) Galleywood Chelmsford CM2 8TR 
Chair: Elizabeth Cox
Email: emt.cox2@btinternet.com
Secretary:  Meryl Rawlings
Email: meryl.rawlings@btinternet.com

Harlow
Chelmsford
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Southend-on-Sea

COLCHESTER North East Essex
Oyster Room Hythe Community Centre 
1 Ventura Drive Colchester CO1 2FG
Chair: Pauline Adlem
Email: pladlem@aol.com
Secretary:  David Cooper 
Email:  davidcooper@cantab.net
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