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• Website (familysearch.org) 

• Check out the Wiki for some great information on Madeira/Portugal research. Here is a link to 

the Madeira page: Madeira Islands, Portugal Genealogy. This includes a lot of great information 

about Madeira, as well as the resources for finding your ancestors there.  

• There may be two sets of the same records. One will have the author “Igreja Católica,” while the 

other will say “Arquivo Regional e Biblioteca Pública da Madeira.” They may have different 

viewing restrictions depending on the contracts. 

• The FamilySearch collections allow for quicker browsing once you are inside a collection, but 

they are not as easy to navigate as the records you will find on Tombo.pt. 

• Some collections have downloadable images, but make sure you make note of where it came 

from (a citation), so you do not lose precious work time. 

 

• Website (myheritage.com) 

• Indexes “Portugal, Madeira, Index of Baptisms, 1738-1910,” “Portugal, Madeira, Index of 

Marriages, 1574-1940,” 

• Know that no index is the “be all end all.” The indexer could have made a mistake, or the names 

may appear differently than you expected. 

• The baptism index gives the children surnames. Do not rely on these, because a christening 

record will almost never give a child’s surnames. There were no rules for surname inheritance, 

and assuming that the child’s surname was the same as the father’s can get you into trouble. 

 

• Website (https://abm.madeira.gov.pt/home/) 

• Searchable marriage and christening indexes. All marriages for the Madeira Islands are indexed 

up to 1911. Christenings are indexed from 1860-1911, but there may not be complete coverage 

for these dates. 

• General content search- the bulk of information presented here can be overwhelming, but you 

may also find a helpful match! This search displays records that are indexed as well as records 

that are attached to images. Images will be displayed on the right if there is one. 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Madeira_Islands,_Portugal_Genealogy#Online_Digital_Records_for_Civil_Registration
https://www.myheritage.com/login?destination_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.myheritage.com%2Findex.php%3Fnext%3D
Website


 

• Website (tombo.pt) 

• Once you have reached the parish level (the town or city of your ancestors), it is quite easy to 

see what records are available.  

• This has links to digital archive collections, and some of the image viewers are quite slow, but 

the image quality is great! 

• Not all archives allow for downloading of images. 

• Most (maybe all) of these images are available on FamilySearch.org. 

 

General Tips: 

• Check all possible locations for records. Some collections may be incomplete for a particular 

location, while others may be able to fill in those gaps. 

• Do not trust surnames indexed for a child at its christening. The child is given only one name 

(sometimes two) in a christening record. However, in their marriage or death record, they will 

have more names. There was no set surname pattern. If the daughter of João Vasconcelos dos 

Santos and Anna Julia Marques was given the name “Carolina” at her christening record, she 

should be called “Carolina” until her full name is found in another record. Do not assume that 

her name is Carolina Vasconcelos dos Santos or any other combination of her parents’ last 

names. This can lead to errors such as overlooking the correct individual in later searches. It is 

okay to search some surname combinations, but it is entirely possible that Carolina would not 

share any surnames with her parents. If a search allows you to search by parents, that is the 

safest way to find a child’s marriage record and full name. 

• Try any index searches you have access to before diving into the images. If your ancestor is in an 

index, this will save you a lot of time. In earlier records, you will have no choice but to search the 

books manually. 

• Know that no index is the “be all end all.” The indexer could have made a mistake, or the names 

may appear differently than you expected. FamilySearch indexes are not always created all at 

once, so a magnifying glass may only mean that the collection is partially indexed. If you do not 

find someone in an index, but you think they should be there, look in the book anyways. 

• Books may have written indexes at the beginning or end. They are usually organized by first 

name and give parents’ names (for christening records). 

https://tombo.pt/

