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PACKED WITH ADVICE FOR A BIGGER, BETTER FAMILY TREE IN 2021

£5.25
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British 
ancestors? 
We’re here 

to help!

We’re with you on every step of your family history adventure. Whether you’re 
a newcomer or an experienced researcher we have the information, advice, 

and inspiration you need to take your genealogy journey further. Discover how 
Family Tree can help you with this handy guide to everything we offer…



Family Tree magazine has been helping amateurs and experts trace, research and discover 
the secrets behind their family history since 1984. In every issue, you’ll find practical step-
by-step guides and helpful tips for researching your ancestry, with the aim of making the 
whole experience simple, interesting and fun!
In each issue of Family Tree magazine you’ll find the latest genealogy news and updates, 
Q&As with leading experts from the field, exclusive competitions and giveaways, plus 
in-depth features on hot topics such as DNA testing, photo dating and archive researching.

Plus, the Family Tree Academy pages give you a regular lesson to take your research 
to the next level or brush up on your skills. You’ll be challenged to decipher 
old documents, use different research tools, and discover alternative 
resources, and so improve your genealogy skills!

Giving you everything you need to research your own history, 
Family Tree has historical features to help put your families’ 
history into context, as well as inspiring real-life stories from other 
readers who have traced their own historic journeys.

FAMILY TREE MAGAZINE

THE UK’S LONGEST-RUNNING 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE

B
uilding a family tree is one 

of the primary ambitions 

for anyone setting out on 

a family history journey 

and it’s important to select 

suitable online tree providers as 

companions. Many sites offer tools 

for the uploading, building, storing 

and sharing of online trees and this 

article will provide an overview of 

the facilities offered by Ancestry from 

basic tree set-up to more advanced 

options. Read on for a plethora of 

hints and tips on how to get the most 

out of Ancestry’s tree-building tools. 

Getting started
The first requirement is to sign up 

for a free Ancestry account but be 

aware that if you wish to use the site 

to research your family history - as 

opposed to just host your tree - then 

a subscription, of which Ancestry 

offer several different levels, will be 

Ancestry trees: 

a masterclass

BUILDING YOUR FAMILY TREE ONLINE

Michelle Leonard provides useful steps for creating an online tree with Ancestry. Virtually all of  

the tree-building facilities that she has covered are accessible with a free account. However, she 

has included such a wealth of  advice that we think even if  you are a fully paid up member you will 

find this makes for extremely informative reading 

www.family-tree.co.uk
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Right: Naming 

your trees

Example of 

naming and 

choosing privacy 

settings for 

subsequent trees 

(your first tree 

will be named 

automatically)

Right: How to upload a GEDCOM

To upload a GEDCOM simply click on 

‘Trees’ and then ‘Upload a GEDCOM 

file’

Below: For your first tree

When creating your first tree follow the ‘Guided Tree 

Builder’ prompts and start by adding yourself
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Q
In 1926 John Hirst (grandfather) went to see my mother 

whilst she was in the school playground and called her to him. 

He gave her a silver sixpence and told her he was going away. 

None of them saw him again. Let me explain what I know.

My grandfather on my mother’s side of the family was John Hirst, 

born on 8 December 1894 at 20 Matlock Street, Ovenden, Halifax, 

West Yorkshire. His mother was Alice Hirst (née Gleadle) and his 

father was Charles Edgar Hirst (musician). Charles Edgar Hirst died 

in May 1895 aged 22 when John was only 6 months old. In the 

1901 Census John Hirst is named as ‘Johnnie Fleming’ and lived at 

33 High Street, Doncaster. (Alice had remarried Shephard Fleming 

in 1897 at Christ Church, Doncaster. Shephard Fleming was a 

hairdresser...but he died before the 1911 Census. His names are  

spelt differently on different entries, but there is only one person by 

that name.)  
John Hirst attended Doncaster Grammar School and became 

a hairdresser. Before he married he lived at The Palace Theatre 

He said he was going away...

Sometimes children take the 

stepfather’s surname ... the fact 

that John reverted to Hirst is 

suggestived of some degree of 

unhappiness in the household 

about his name

With our experts Jayne 

Shrimpton, David Frost, 

Mary Evans and David Annal

Your 
questions 
answered

YOUR FAMILY MYSTERIES SOLVED

Above left: Shephard Flemming; above right: John Hirst; above: needlework by John Hirst, thought to have been undertaken during 

WW1 recuperation
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Use these resources as a place to record your work in progress. We hope you find the research 

log useful for keeping your thoughts straight, and the mini blank family trees handy for jotting 

down new ancestors’ details while you are gathering information in a research session.  

 www.family-tree.co.uk
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It’s so important to write down your family history findings, so that you can grow your research, without 

wasting time or getting in a muddle. The research log and blank family tree layouts on these pages are to 

help you jot down your discoveries as you go

Date Place Source Why I think this What next?My family history research log

Don’t miss the 

January issue & our 

masterclass guide 

to creating a great 

research plan

Feel free to make scans or photocopies of these pages for your own family history use. © FamilyTree 

EASY WAYS TO KEEP GREAT NOTES

My When? Where? Why? 

What? What next? notes
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Improve your family history search skills with the Family Tree Academy. This issue, David Annal 

demonstrates why it is so important to have a good strategy for your family history, and how you can go 

about setting one up for your own research

Importance of having

a good research strategy

AASAUP YOUR GENEALOGY GAME!

ESSENTIAL 
SEARCH 

SKILLS TO 
MASTER

Reader case study

Sorting out a ‘can of worms’!

QI am writing to you in the hope that 

you may be able to shed some light 

onto a ‘can of worms’!

I am helping a friend to research one 

WILSON SALKELD. He was born around 

1805-1808. He variously gives his birthplace 

as Alson, Wigton, Hexham etc! I can fi nd 

his marriage to a MARY COOPER on 

6 October 1829 in All Saints Church, 

Newcastle upon Tyne.

However, the person I’m doing research 

for had a grandfather ANDREW 

SALKELD born 3 January 1843 in 

Prestwick. On the certifi cate the surname 

is given as SAVELL but the family have 

confi rmed that it was SALKELD and the 

documents were checked at Somerset House 

(in the BMD register indexes). Also on the 

birth certifi cate for Andrew his mother 

is stated as MARY SAVELL/SALKELD 

formerly ALLEN!

I don’t normally refer to online family 

trees as they are sometimes misleading. 

However in this case I did and certainly 

wished I hadn’t!

� roughout it does seem as though 

Wilson Salkeld is the same person, however 

I found four sets of parents:

1.  Levi Salkeld & Nancy Ann Walton

2. � omas Salkeld & Jane Miller

3. � omas Salkeld & Jane Moses

4. Wilson Salkeld & unknown mother

I have also four diff erent spouses:

1. mostly Mary Cooper but also

2. Mary Allen

3. Mary MacGuire

4. Barbara Wouldhave

� e strange thing is that throughout the 

W
ith the new year, the Family Tree Academy is also 

taking on a new look too. Many of you have enjoyed 

experimenting with the documents and challenges 

that Family Tree Academy tutor David Annal has set 

over the past few years, and, as we begin 2021, the 

Family Tree Academy will be there to help you grow your genealogy 

skills. � e aim will continue to be to help teach more about the 

search skills and source know-how needed to step up your family 

history research.

We are kicking off  the Family Tree Academy 2021 with this 

issue’s topic, which is ‘the importance of having a good research 

strategy’. David Annal will demonstrate this with a useful case 

study, and there are also challenges, check lists, tips for you to use 

and try out yourself at home.
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27/11/2020   14:30

Family Tree is available in print and digital editions, so you can read it wherever you are  in the world!



Subscribers to Family Tree enjoy a range 
of benefits, so why not join the magazine 
and never miss an issue? You’ll enjoy the 
convenience of it being delivered directly to 
your door or being able to download the mag 
instantly and read any where, any time. 

Subscribers’ video library 
All subscribers also receive unlimited access 
to our online family history videos. That’s more 
than 35 expert videos to view at any time via 
the FT website!

The Family Tree Study Club
Subscribers are also welcome to join the 
new Study Club which is such fun! Once a 
month editor Helen hosts a one-hour zoom 

session, featuring a short presentation, some 
tips and tasks (in case you’d welcome a bit of 
inspiration and direction) and the chance for 
everyone to share with the rest of the group 
the research they’ve been doing recently – 
highlighting any successes, talking about useful 
websites, interesting books, asking questions, 
collaborating on solutions – you get the idea! 

It’s cheaper to subscribe!
Of course, joining Family Tree makes financial 
sense too! You’ll get each issue at a cheaper 
price compared to the shop price and postage 
is included in your subscription. You can see 
the latest offers on our website at: www.family-
tree.co.uk/store/subscriptions/family-tree-
magazine

JOIN FAMILY TREE TODAY!

Save money, get every 
issue, and lots more
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Improve your family history search skills with the Family Tree Academy. This issue, David Annal 

demonstrates why it is so important to have a good strategy for your family history, and how you can go 

about setting one up for your own research
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and try out yourself at home.
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Did you 
know?  

Our digital edition 
also includes 

bonus video and 
audio files



The Family Tree website (at www.family-tree.
co.uk) is packed full of genealogy how-to 
guides, news updates, resources and handy 
downloads. The world of family history is 
constantly evolving and we’re proud to provide 
an impartial, practical and friendly guide to 
every aspect of the pastime.

Getting started guides (www.family-tree.
co.uk/getting-started)
Just starting your family tree and not sure 
where to begin? Our ‘Getting Started’ section 
of the website is hugely popular and features 
useful guides to help you get your genealogy 
journey off to a great start. Subjects include 
‘How to start your family tree’, ‘How to create 
a family tree chart’, ‘Video: 60-second guide 
for beginners’, ‘What records are held where?’ 
and ‘Free of charge websites for finding UK 
ancestors’.

Useful genealogy websites (www.family-
tree.co.uk/useful-genealogy-websites)

While paper records still have a vital role 
to play in charting our ancestors’ history, 
the internet has given family historians 
quick access to a wealth of information and 
resources. In our genealogy websites’ pages 
you can read guides to useful genealogy 
websites, including dedicated sections to 
the popular genealogy websites: Ancestry, 
Findmypast, The Genealogist, MyHeritage, and 
FamilySearch.

How-to guides
Want free inspiration on doing your family 
history? Our guides cover a huge range 
of topics and are updated regularly. Get 
genealogy advice, simple tips to uncover more 
clues and expert guides to follow at home. We 
also keep you updated on a huge range of free 
genealogy resources, and offer an extensive 
section dedicated to DNA testing. Plus, don’t 
miss our recent #StoryOfOurStreet Challenge, 
which gives you hints and tips on finding out 
about the history of your home.

FAMILY TREE ONLINE

YOUR TRUSTED GUIDE  
TO INTERNET RESEARCH



Downloads and worksheets
We have a range of checklists and downloads available on the website, including family tree 
chart bundles, guides to topics such as the census, birth records and reading old handwriting, 
and the very popular worksheet collections. See the full range at: www.family-tree.co.uk/store/
downloads

A growing library of video guides
Want to watch video guides from some the world’s top genealogy experts, whenever you 
like? That’s what Family Tree subscribers enjoy with the growing library of videos available at 
family-tree.co.uk/videos

Subjects covered in the videos include:
Smash your brick walls
Discover the archives
Recording and collecting family stories
Starting your family history online
How to write your family history. Starting with YOU!

There are more than 35 video guides available, and the library also includes the Live 
Panel discussions which take place as part of our regular conference and live events:
Expert Panel: Preserving, organising and sharing family history
Expert Panel: Skills needed by today’s family historians
Expert Panel: ‘Researching family history online’

Find out more and see the range of videos available at: www.family-tree.co.uk/videos

FAMILY TREE RESOURCES

Get the tools to go back further!

•  Use census records of the British Isles to trace many of your family members back from 1911 to 1841 - the time of the early reign of Queen Victoria.
•  Learn about the ancestor details you’ll find in the census, and discover how valuable they are for growing your family tree.
• Plus find out how and where to search the census online

www.family-tree.co.uk 

How to search & use the 
census for family history

TreeFamily

 
#StoryOf 
OurStreet

RESEARCH KIT
Your street history

Discover the history on your doorstep 
with the #StoryOfOurStreet challenge! 

History is all around us, and we’ve designed the ‘Story of our street’ challenge to help  

you trace the people and the past of the very place you live.

Follow our step-by-step guide below to help you track down the clues and discover the story.

There are handy check lists and pointers, and links to useful resources and websites too, many of 

which are free to use. Good luck with your challenge and be sure to check the Family Tree and 

History Scotland websites and social media pages to get tips and share your findings!

How to trace your

family heroes 
in the RAF
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Get to 
grips with 

DNA jargon

 Compare tests from the major providers

Your need-

to-do DNA 

checklists

The Family Tree
DNA guide
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Popular family history webinars (www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/webinars)
Get expert advice, information and inspiration with the Family Tree webinars. The live webinar 
sessions give you the opportunity to learn online, at home, with expert family history tutors.

Recent subjects covered include ‘Making the most of the census for family history’, ‘Exploring 
Scottish Family History Records’, ‘Making the most of the internet for family history’, and ‘Dating 
& Understanding Family Photographs, 1900-1960’.

Each session includes an in-depth, expert presentation, followed by a Q&A session giving 
attendees the opportunity to ask questions and discuss their own family history challenges.

Our recently launched DNA Bootcamp is also proving to be very popular, offering a series of 
webinars, follow-up meetings, recordings and reading material.

Online conferences and events
We’ve enjoyed holding some fantastic conferences in recent months, including two three-day 
events in association with FamilySearch. We’ve got plenty more planned so watch this space…

…actually the best way to keep up to date with everything we do is by signing up to receive the 
Family Tree newsletter…

FAMILY TREE ACADEMY

LEARN WITH THE EXPERTS!



FAMILY TREE NEWSLETTER

Be the first to know!
The regular Family Tree newsletter brings 
you the latest genealogy news, advice 
and offers, direct to your in-box. Written 
by the editorial team at Family Tree, the 
email goes out to 15,500 enthusiastic 
family historians - why not join those 
in the know? Plus, you’ll receive the 
free guide ‘How to Search and Use the 
Census for Family History’ to print off at 
home!

To sign up just visit www.family-tree.
co.uk/account/register


