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Glossary 
Assize The pool of potential jurors from among whom the jury is selected 

Criminal libel A statement of the alleged facts of a criminal case 

Designation A short biographical description of an individual, usually in the form of 
name, occupation and residence 

Four Pleas of the 
Crown 

Offences usually reserved for higher courts (murder, rape, robbery and 
fire raising) 

Habit and repute A person who has committed an offence previously and is widely known 
to have done so is referred to as a habit and repute offender 

Minute book Records the basic proceedings in court 

Panel The accused party in a criminal case 

Precognition Taking of factual statements from witnesses after indictment but before 
trial 

Processes Compilations of evidence led in a court case, including witness 
statements and declaration of the accused party 

Procurator Legal representative of a party to a case 

Procurator Fiscal A Scottish public prosecutor 

Reset The receiving of stolen goods or property, usually for resale; also the 
harbouring of suspected or known criminals 

Roll books A record of cases that came before the Sheriff Court, with limited basic 
information 
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Solemn trial A trial heard in front of a judge (sheriff) and jury 

Summary trial A trial heard in front of a judge (sheriff) with no jury 

Theft by opening 
lockfast places 

Aggravated theft involving the breaking open or otherwise opening 
locked locations (a building, a chest, a drawer) 

Uttering Using forged money or documents knowing them to be forged 

  

Useful links 
Our index to filiation and aliment (‘paternity’) decrees in the Sheriff Courts can be found here: 

https://www.oldscottish.com/sheriff-court-paternity-decrees.html 

Our ongoing project to index civil cases in the Sheriff Courts can be found here: 

https://www.oldscottish.com/sheriff-court-extract-decrees.html 

Our index to registers of deeds can be found here: 

https://www.oldscottish.com/register-deeds.html 

A useful summary of the Sheriff Court records by the National Records of Scotland can be found 

here: 

https://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/details.aspx?reference=SC 

The Dictionaries of the Scots Language can be very helpful for Scots legal terms: 

https://dsl.ac.uk/ 
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