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Becoming Cer,fied




Why Should I Become Cer,fied?


• To	show	you	have	a	certain	level	of	knowledge	&	competence	
			

• To	get	paid	doing	something	you	love	



Types of Cer,fica,on in the USA

• Board	for	Cer>fica>on	of	Genealogists	(BCG)	
hPp://www.bcgcer>fica>on.org	
• The	Interna>onal	Commission	for	the	Accredita>on	
of	Professional	Genealogists	(AG)	
hPp://www.icapgen.org		
	



How Do I Know if I’m Ready?


• Ques>ons	to	ask	yourself:	
	

• Do	you	know	how	to	read	handwri>ng	
	

• Do	you	know	how	to	iden>fy	and	use	reliable	sources	
	

• Can	you	correctly	interpret	documents	&	evaluate	evidence	
	



How Do I Know if I’m Ready?

• Visit	the	BCG	website	
• Under	the	BCG	Learning	Center	tab	click	on		
Test	Your	Document	Skills		

	

• State	and	Na>onal	Conferences	
• Visit	the	CG	booth	and	look	at	the	porYolio	samples		
of	past	applicants.		

	

• Take	a	Course	



hPp://www.bcgcer>fica>on.org	







How Do I Get Started? Becoming a CG

•  Step	1:	Acquire	the	knowledge	and	skills	needed	to	cer>fy.	Adequate	
experience	is	essen>al!	
•  Step	2:	Complete	the	applica>on	form	and	pay	the	ini>al	applica>on	fee.	
•  Step	3:	Complete	the	required	porYolio.	
•  Step	4:	Submit	the	completed	porYolio	and	the	final	applica>on	fee.	



What Costs are Involved?

	 	 	 	 		BCG	 		

Prelim.	Applica>on 	 	$75 	 		
Final	Applica>on 	 	$300	 		
Annual	Maintenance	 	$75 	 		
	
Renewal 	 	 	 	$300	 	every	5	years	
	



The CG PorIolio


}  Sec>on	1:	Code	of	Ethics	
}  Sec>on	2:	Resume	
}  Sec>on	3:	Board	Supplied	Document	
}  Sec>on	4:	Applicant	Supplied	Document	
}  Sec>on	5:	Client	Project	
}  Sec>on	6:	Conflic>ng	Evidence	Report	
}  Sec>on	7:	Kinship	Report	



Tips for SubmiKng a Good PorIolio


}  Follow	the	guidelines	and	deadlines!	
}  Properly	cite	your	sources	
}  Compare	your	submission	against	the	rubric	
} Make	your	porYolio	aPrac>ve	and	easy	to	use	



Rubric




Rubric




hPp://www.icapgen.org	



How Do I Get Started? Becoming an AG

•  Level	1:	Complete	the	ques>onnaire,	contact	informa>on	form,	signed	
confiden>ality	agreement,	and	submit	a	four-genera>on	research	project	
•  Level	2:	Complete	four	sec>ons	of	a	wriPen	exam,	which	tests	general	
knowledge	of	history,	geography,	methodology,	records,	etc.	The	test	also	
includes	specific	ques>ons	related	to	your	chosen	region.	
•  Level	3:	Complete	two	sec>ons	of	a	wriPen	exam,	which	tests	data	analysis,	
research	planning,	methodology,	and	report	wri>ng.		It	concludes	with	an	
oral	interview.	
• Applicants	who	successfully	pass	all	three	levels	are	recognized	as	
Accredited	Genealogist	professionals.	
	



What Costs are Involved?

	 	 	 	 		APG	 			APG	
	 	 	 	 	Onsite 	Offsite 	 		

Level	1 	 	 	 	$100	 	 		
Level	2 	 	 	 	$100	 	$200	
Level	3 	 	 	 	$100	 	$200		
Annual	Maintenance											$60	
Retake	Fee 	 	 	$50 	 		
	
Renewal	(every	5	years	on	each	creden>al)	 	 	 		



Building Your Business




Being a Successful Professional Genealogist

} Once	you	become	cer>fied	it	will	take	>me	to	build	your	business	

◦ Determine	your	angle	/	area	of	exper>se	

◦ Will	you	work	for	yourself	or	for	another	genealogy	company	
	

◦ Referrals	–	online	or	word	of	mouth	

	



Ways to Earn Income

◦ Client	research	
◦  Lineage	society	applica>ons	
◦ Managing	projects	for	your	own	business	or	as	part	of	a	company		
◦ Heir	searches	for	lawyers	
◦ Digital	photography	projects	
◦ Publishing	family	books	
◦ Publishing	genealogy	research	/	instruc>on	books	
◦  Lecturing	at	local,	state,	or	na>onal	conferences	
◦ Giving	webinars	
◦  Teaching	at	a	community	college	



Building Your Business

}  If	you	plan	on	working	your	own	business	you		
need	to	do	the	following:	
◦ 1)	Submit	your	informa>on	to	the	cer>fying	organiza>on		
and/or	other	websites	(APG)	
◦ 2)	Create	a	business	website	/	Facebook	page	/	blog	
◦ 3)	Print	business	cards	
◦ 4)	Create	a	client	contract	
◦ 5)	Keep	track	of	your	income	and	expenses	



Helpful Resources




Evidence 
Explained

• Must have book if you 
want to certify
•  Provides proper 

citation format for all 
types of records from 
various repositories



Becoming an  
Accredited 
Genealogist

• Helps you prepare to 
become an AG



Mastering 
Genealogical Proof
• Helpful for 

understanding 
analysis, correlation, 
and written proof



Recap 

}  Prepare	by	volunteering	or	taking	genealogy	courses	
}  Pay	the	fees	and	submit	your	porYolio	within	the	deadline	
} Market	yourself	by	building	a	business	website,	Facebook	page,	
and	prin>ng	business	cards	

}  Con>nue	to	build	your	skills	through	client	work,	reading	the	NGS	
or	similar	quarterlies,	and	aPending	genealogy	conferences	

} Have	fun	gelng	paid	doing	something	you	love!	



By:	Dana	Palmer,	CG®,	CGL(SM)	

dana@treasuredlineage.com	
www.treasuredlineage.com	


