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Findmypast is the only website where you can search the 1921 Census of England & Wales.   

Click on each of the links to learn more about each section.  

Use ROOTS22 - for 20% off any 12 month subscription 

Valid from 2nd March, expires 12th March 

 

Searching the 1921 Census  

The census is offered on a pay-per-view micropayments basis.  You do not need to subscribe to 
Findmypast to access the census.  Simply register, search for free, and pay for the individual records 
you wish to view.   

Search results will give you the following details: first name, last name, calculated birth year, 
birthplace, and residence information at the time of the census: parish, registration district and 
county.   Hover over a transcript or image icon to see more names within the household.   

Person search 

Firstly, note that you do not need to enter a name to undertake a person search. 

There are many search fields which you can use, but this is not an invitation for you to fill in every 
field on every search! The general rule when searching record sets on Findmypast is to start with 
little information, see how many results are returned, then refine your search by adding search 
terms in one or more extra fields. In this way, particularly if you are looking for a person with a 
common combination of names, you can gradually narrow down the range of candidates. 

Address search 

For address searching, you can go to our census address search page, which can be found here: 

Findmypast census address search 

Note that it is possible to search for an address using the advanced person search – 
it’s not necessary to insert a name to conduct a search, and you can search by an address. However, 

https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1921-census-of-england-and-wales
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1921-census-of-england-and-wales#collapse-search-0
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1921-census-of-england-and-wales#collapse-search-1
https://www.findmypast.com/search-address?datasetname=street%20results%20for%201921%20census%20of%20england%20%26%20wales


Aoife O Connor @Ordinary_Times @findmypast  

the search results are returned differently. Person search results show the names of individuals and 
their personal details (birth year, Registration District of residence etc). Address search results show 
the streets in their larger geography (district, county etc) and then, when you click through on the 
particular street that interests you, you see the houses listed for that street. 

What can the 1921 Census tell me? 

The information given for a person varies according to, for example, their age and employment 
status. Typically, though, the 1921 Census records gives at least the following information about an 
individual: 

• Name 
• Relationship to the head of household 
• Age in years and months 
• Marital status or details of orphanhood 
• Place of birth 
• Schooling or occupation 
• Address 
• Who they were living with 

Depending upon an individual's circumstances, the census return could also show other information 
such as: 

• Nationality 
• Employer and place of work 
• Number of minor dependants (children and step-children up to the age of 15 years) 
• Language spoken 

Who is and who is not included in the 1921 Census of England & Wales 

The coverage of the 1921 Census of England & Wales includes the following: 

• The civilian population of England & Wales, from neonates to centenarians 
• The population of the Isle of Man 
• The population of the Channel Islands 
• The British armed forces (Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force) in England & Wales and 

the offshore islands 
• The British armed forces throughout Ireland 
• The British armed forces overseas throughout the world 
• H.M. Coastguard Service in Ireland 
• Merchant navy and fishing vessels, including foreign ships, in port on census night or 

returning to port in the days immediately after the census 
• Visitors and tourists from outside England & Wales, including from Scotland 
• Trans-migrants from continental Europe passing through en route to, for example, North 

America or South Africa 
• Foreign diplomats based at their embassies and consulates, or elsewhere in the country 
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The following are not included in the 1921 Census of England & Wales: 

• The population of Ireland 
• The population of Scotland 
• The British armed forces (Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force) in Scotland 
• Merchant navy and fishing vessels which were not in port on census night and which 

did not return to port in the days immediately after the census 

Employment details in the 1921 Census 

The 1911 Census contained four fields related to employment. These were an individual’s 
occupation; the industry in which he or she worked; their employment status (such as employed or 
self-employed); and whether working from home. 

The Census Office was very interested in employment in 1921, and in particular in the distances 
people were travelling to work (this is why workplace was requested on the form). This means that 
the 1921 Census elaborates upon the information asked for previously in 1911. Occupation and 
industry were asked for in col k; details of the employer, or whether working on own account (col l); 
and place of work (col m). This means that, for the first time, an individual’s employer and their 
actual workplace were requested. On 1911 and previous censuses, you would see workers but 
without a sense of how they belonged together in the economic landscape. Suddenly, in 1921, you 
see how they are working for, say, a particular local farmer, draper’s, or factory. 

 

Digitisation:  

The 1921 Census does not appear online at Findmypast as if by magic. It was three long hard years in 
the making. Over 28,000 volumes in boxes on shelves were converted into indexed digital images for 
researchers to enjoy. How did that happen? These are the steps we took in processing the physical 
material so that it could be published online. 

The 1921 Census is subject to the 1920 Census Act and as such all work had to take place under strict 
security.   

 

 

Useful Links  

1921 Advanced Search Form https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1921-census-of-
england-and-wales  Search the census and learn more about the digitisation and the history of the 
census.   

Image copyright statement 

 

Our 1921 Videos – learn more about the census, and see the digitisation for yourself 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1lWcWnOjhe-FJ92hB39GzLJS1-bh05vM 
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