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For those people who can trace their ancestry to the Colonial 
Period, they understand it can be both fantastic and challenging 

at the same time. Often records are gone, maiden names have disappeared, and poor genealogies were 
published over the years, obscuring the truth. So, how do you navigate this minefield? 
 
First, you must educate yourself on a variety of topics to understand the records and your ancestors. 
While there are some original documents out there, most of the colonial research materials will be 
found in secondary sources. Which, we all know, can have their issues. Make sure you learn about your 
ancestor's colony, the town(s) they lived in, and events that would directly influence their lives. 
 
Of course, one thing researchers often forget about is there were more than English colonies in what 
would become the United States. While we all eventually became English colonists (or American Citizens 
through land purchases), it is essential to realize there were Swedish, Dutch, French, and Spanish 
settlers, to name a few, on these shores too. Each of these colonies created and kept its records. If you 
have ancestors from areas that had other than English settlers, it would be in your best interest to check 
those records to make sure you do not have links to those colonies. 
 
There were also many groups of refugees who were granted sanctuary and land rights within the 
colonies. Most of you may know of the Huguenots. These refugees 
settled in several parts of the American Colonies after fleeing France. 
But they were not the only ones! Understanding the history of the 
groups will help you know where the records may be located — 
particularly the types of created religious documents.  
 
Through your research, you must always question your sources if they 
are not the original document. This will make your research the best it 
can be and help you to weed out any information which may not be 
accurate. Most importantly, if using a publication like a county history 
or genealogy, look at where the author took their information. Can you 
trust their sources? Sometimes authors use information that is not the 
best out there or other published works that have since been 
discredited. It is vital to know if you can trust a manuscript or not. 
 
After all this is done, you may still have difficulties with your research. The best tip I can give you is to 
make a lexicon for your specific colony or ancestor research. Include any words you do not know, feel 
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are crucial to your inquiry, or that frequently appear. Make sure you understand them. Why are they 
important and why do they appear in the records? Look for words that will give you ideas on their 
origins, employment, religion, or titles. A good resource for this is a website called "Colonial Sense" 
http://www.colonialsense.com/Society-Lifestyle/Colonial_Dictionary/Main.php. 
 
  
Some Databases and Records for Research: 

• Colonial American records a the British National Archives 
http://www.colonialamerica.amdigital.co.uk/ 

• Colony and Early American Records at the Library of Congress 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/colonial-america/set.html 

• Constitution Society https://www.constitution.org/primarysources/primarysources.html 
• Virtual Jamestowne http://www.virtualjamestown.org/page2.html 
• New Netherland Research Institute https://www.newnetherlandinstitute.org/about-nni/about-

the-nnrc/ 
• Library of Congress Hispanic Genealogy Resources 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/hispanic/ 
• Texas Colonial History 

https://www.cah.utexas.edu/research/subject_guides/subject_guide_texas_colonial.php 
• Genealogy of the French in North America http://www.francogene.com/gfna/ 

 
Print Resources: 

• Anglo-Americans in Spanish Archives by Lawrence H. Feldman 
• Denizations and Naturalizations in the British Colonies in America, 1607-1775 by Lloyd deWitt 

Bockstruck  
• Dutch Colonists in the Americas, 1615-1815 by David Dobson 
• Hidden Sources: Family History in Unlikely Places, Laura Szucs Pfiffer 
• Printed Sources: A Guide to Published Genealogical Records, edited by Kory L. Meyerink 
• Reading Early American Handwriting, Kip Sperry 
• The Researcher's Guide to American Genealogy, Val D. Greenwood 
• Tracing Ancestors Among the Five Civilized Tribes by Rachel Mills Lennon 
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