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The content of this video, as well as the thoughts, views, and 

opinions expressed herein belong solely to the creator and do 

not necessarily reflect the views of FamilySearch International 

and RootsTech.



• Archives contain a 

wealth of information

• Civil records

• Church records

• Population registers

• Many other records

WHY SEARCH ARCHIVES?



WHY SEARCH ONLINE ARCHIVES?

• These archives are an important resource 

for researching our German ancestry.

• Many archives have at least part of their 

collections online.

• Costs a lot less to research online than to travel 

to Germany!

• Remember: Not all records are available online and each 

archive may have different collections available.



MAJOR HINT - TRANSLATIONS

• Many of the archive websites are not written 

in English - so how do you read them?

• Look for an English translation of the page

• Usually located in upper right corner or bottom of 

page

• English versions of pages may not be as 

complete as native language pages

• If there isn’t a translation, download 
the Translate app on Chrome.



• Multi-national

• National

• Regional

• Topical (church, 

economic, political, etc.)

THERE ARE A VARIETY OF ARCHIVES



HOW DO I FIND THE ARCHIVES?

• FamilySearch Wiki – Germany Archives and Libraries 

page

• https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Archives_and_Lib

raries

• Archives Portal Europe

• https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/de/home

• Archivportal-D

• https://www.archivportal-d.de/?



LEARNING TO USE THE ARCHIVES

• The Family History Guide has lessons on using 

the German Archives.

• https://www.thefhguide.com/project-9-

germany02.html



• Germany has several major types of 

archives with genealogical collections

• State archives

• German Center for Genealogy

• Archives outside Germany

• Civil registration/town archives

• Church parish archives

• Historical/genealogical societies

A CLOSER LOOK AT GERMAN ARCHIVES

Note: Many of the vital records for Germany have been 

microfilmed/digitized and may be available through your local 

Family History Center or on FamilySearch.



• Provides search for nearly 300 

million items in over 7,000 

archives around the world.

• Only searches archives related 

to European items.

• https://www.archivesportaleurop

e.net/de/home

ARCHIVES PORTAL EUROPE



ARCHIVPORTAL-D

• The Archivportal-D website was established in 

2014

• Currently has links to more than 2,400 archives 

with catalog information for over 130 archives.

• Data for approximately 13.3 million items.

• Digital images for over 900,000 objects.

• Focus is on German records.

• https://www.archivportal-d.de



ARCHIVPORTAL-D



ARCHIVPORTAL-D



GERMAN STATE ARCHIVES - LANDESARCHIV

• Baden-Wurttemburg - https://www.landesarchiv-

bw.de

• Bremen - https://www.staatsarchiv.bremen.de

• Hessen - https://landesarchiv.hessen.de

• Rheinland-Pfalz - http://www.landeshauptarchiv.de

• Nordrhein-Westfalen - http://www.archive.nrw.de

• Saxony - https://www.archiv.sachsen.de 

• See class handout for more archive pages



GERMAN REGIONAL ARCHIVES

• Many of the larger state 

archives have several 

regional/local archives 

under them.

• The Baden-

Wurttemberg archive lists 6 

smaller archives.



ARCHIVES OUTSIDE GERMANY

• Did your family live in parts of 

Germany that are now other 

countries?

• Maybe they immigrated to 

an area where there was a 

large concentration of 

Germans.

• Try searching those 

countries/locations for 

records.



ARCHIVES OUTSIDE GERMANY

• Poland has several archives with German record 

collections from Brandenburg, Ostpreußen, 

Westpreußen, Pommern, Posen, Schlesien and 

other areas now under Polish jurisdiction.

• The Szukaj Archive searches over 100 institutions 

with over 50 million documents including the state 

archives and other memory institutions -

https://szukajwarchiwach.pl

• The Polish National Archives -

https://www.archiwa.gov.pl



ARCHIVES OUTSIDE GERMANY

• France has several archives with German record 

collections such as those from the Alsace-Lorraine 

region.

• Moselle - http://www.archives57.com

• Bas-Rhin - https://archives.bas-rhin.fr

• Haut-Rhin - https://archives.haut-rhin.fr



ARCHIVES OUTSIDE GERMANY

• Denmark has archives with German record 

collections such as those from Schleswig-Holstein, 

Oldenburg, Lübeck, or the part of Hamburg that 

was once part of Denmark.

• Danish National Archives -

https://www.sa.dk/en/genealogy



HELPFUL TIP

• It is helpful (necessary) to 

know the village/town your 

ancestor came from. This 

narrows the search to 

specific archives.



HELPFUL TIP

• Use Meyerz Gazetteer to help find the locations -

https://www.meyersgaz.org



NARROWING YOUR SEARCH

• My wife’s family lived in 

Ellmendingen, Pforzheim, 

Karlsruhe, Baden.

• We started by searching for 

Ellmendingen in the Baden 

archive. Then selected the results 

from the Karlsruhe archives to see 

what records are available for 

Ellmendingen.



NARROWING YOUR SEARCH

• You could also start 

with one of the larger 

search site such 

as Archivportal-D.



NARROWING YOUR 
SEARCH

• I was able to narrow 

the search down to the 

church records.



NARROWING YOUR 
SEARCH

• Or you could do the 

same search on 

Archives Portal Europe.



FINDING YOUR RECORDS

• After finding the 

appropriate record 

set, I was then able to 

search the church 

records for the date I 

was looking for and 

find the record for 

Juliana Pfrommer.



WHAT OTHER RECORDS 
CAN YOU FIND?

• Land ownership maps



WHAT OTHER RECORDS 
CAN YOU FIND?

• War grave lists



WHAT OTHER RECORDS 
CAN YOU FIND?

• Photographs



WHAT OTHER RECORDS 
CAN YOU FIND?

• This one is interesting

• Dieter Schultheiss zu Ellmendingen

and Irmentrud sell his wife for 60 

pounds Heller to the Herrenalb

monastery the 4th part of the large 

and small tithes in Ellmendingen, 

which they had previously owned by 

1 Malter Spelz a year as an interest 

loan, but in such a way that 

Irmentrud and her son Dieter the little 

ten should remain for her lifetime, but 

should be given to the monastery 



CHURCH ARCHIVES

• There are two main sites for German church archives

• Matricula – Catholic records - https://data.matricula-

online.eu/en

• Archion – Protestant records - https://www.archion.de




