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Challenges

• The Southern United States was primarily agrarian for the last 200 
years. 

• Many settlers were farmers who were illiterate and lived away from 
cities or churches that recorded vital records. 

• It could require a day or more to travel to a county courthouse, or 
even a church, so many events, particularly birth and deaths, were 
never recorded. Unless you were in a large city you will likely not see 
birth or death records until about 1900. 

• It is all about the land. Detailed deeds, property, tax and court records 
were kept to document land ownership. 



Migration Patterns 



Burned Counties



What records are available?

County Level records

• Marriage

• Birth

• Tax lists

• Probate

• Land and Property

• Court minutes/orders

Federal Level records:

• Military Service and 

Pension records

• Bounty land patents

• Homesteads

• Passenger lists 

• Naturalization

• Census

State Level records

• Confederate military

• Death

• Land patents

• Land Lotteries/Land runs

Community Records

• Newspapers

• County Histories

• Land ownership maps



Check Research Wiki for Record 
availability and loss 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog



Fan Club



Military Records

• The Revolutionary, War of 1812 and Civil War produced records 
that are vital for us learning more about our ancestors. 

• The south was greatly impacted by these wars, especially the 
Civil War. 

• Assume that at least one member of the family may have joined 
in the war effort. Many bordering states between the north and 
the south had both Union and Confederate troops

• If your male ancestor was about 18 years or older at the onset 
of the Civil war check for their service



Case of Joel Franklin

• Born about 1830 in Kentucky

• Joel Franklin married Melinda Ann Allcorn in 1859 in Pettis County, 
Missouri.

• Joel Franklin died on 7 February 1895 in Pettis County, Missouri.



How do we find Joel Franklin’s parents?

• Joel in 1880 was recorded with a Kentucky birthplace, father born 
Virginia, mother born Kentucky.

• No other Franklin’s in Pettis County, Missouri in range to be siblings 
or parents 1850-1880. 

• Joel died before death records were recorded. Where do we go next?



Military Records

Joel was of the right age to have served in the Civil War.



Look at the indexed 
records of all the 

different Joel 
Franklins 



Look up the Regiment on Research Wiki



Civil War Service 

Records are on 

Fold3



If the Civil War Veteran was alive in 1890 look at the 1890 
Veterans Schedule for Union Soldiers.



Look for Pension Index Card

Pension Cards only for Union Soldiers. Pension files only available at NARA



Pension File



Confederate Pensions 

available on State level
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