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There were two Great Migrations. The first is 
from Britain to America from 1620 to 1640 and 
the second from the Southern States to the 
Northern States began in about 1880 and lasted 
until 1970



“The story of  the Great Migration is 
among the most dramatic and 
compelling in all chapters of  

American history. So far reaching are 
its effects even now that we scarcely 

understand its meaning.”
Neil McMillen as quoted in Wilkerson, Isabel. 2020. The Warmth of  
Other Suns: the Epic Story of  America’s Great Migration, page 20.

Start your discovery of  the Great 
Migration with this book. 



The Great Migration was the relocation of  more than 6 million African 
Americans from the rural South to the cities of  the North, Midwest and West 
from about 1916 to 1970.
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The causes of  the 
Great Migration 
included:

• Economic exploitation
• Social terror
• Political disenfranchisement



Between 1880 and 1950, 
an African-American was 
lynched more than once a 
week for some perceived 
breach of  the racial 
hierarchy.

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/long-
lasting-legacy-great-migration-180960118/



Boll Weevil 
infestation spread 

over the South 
from about 1909 to 

the mid-1920s 
reducing the 

demand for Black 
farm workers.

The magnitude of  the impact is subject 
to discussion and dispute. 



Jim Crow laws were a collection of  state and local statutes that legalized racial segregation.



Jobs were paying much more for Blacks outside of  the South



The Great Migration is 
often divided into two eras; 
movement between 1910 
and 1930 and then from 
1940 to 1970. 



Demands for 
labor during 

WWI and WWII 
accelerated the 

exodus. 



Migrants during the first phase of  the Great Migration traveled to New York, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit, and Chicago.



During the period 
from 1940 to 1970 
southern migrants 

moved to Los 
Angeles, San 

Francisco, Oakland, 
Seattle, and Portland.



Unfortunately, the migrants received a similar 
response to their efforts to obtain housing 
and education as they had in the South. 



We begin with the 
same basic rule as 
the one used for 

immigrants: research 
begins in the place 
of  arrival not the 

place of  departure. 



Remember to 
focus on 

locations as well 
as names and 

dates. You may 
have to track the 
families across 

the country. 



The basic question: Where did your ancestors come from before they moved north?



First focus on 
the U.S. 
Federal 
Census 
records

This might give you the state where 
they were born.



Check city directories for businesses 
and individuals.



Check for Draft Registration cards for both World War I and World War II



https://aprpullmanportermuseum.org/national-registry/



http://mts.lib.uchicago.edu/



Learn about the 
history and the 

cultural impact of  
the migration. 









WorldCat.org



Thefhguide.com



https://depts.washington.edu/movi
ng1/black_migration.shtml



https://www.archives.gov/research/
african-americans/migrations/great-
migration



https://dp.la/primary-source-
sets/the-great-migration



Talk to your relatives and do oral 
histories but beware of  privacy 

issues. 



Thanks for Watching


