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• Detailed guidance
Each online course covers the best
research tips and strategies using
a mix of easy-to-understand text,
videos, slideshows and exercises.

Online Course Calendar
Highlights from January 2022*

begins January 3rd begins January 10th

begins January 18th** begins January 24th

• Expert advice
Consult with knowledgeable
instructors, who are on-hand to
answer questions and provide
guidance.

• Anytime online access
Learn on your own schedule, and
from the comfort of your laptop
or smart device. Students have a
full year to view and download
materials.

*Course schedule subject to change. Visit <www.familytreemagazine.com/course> for the latest.
**Organize Your Genealogy Research begins on Tuesday, January 18th, due to the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.

Enroll Now
<www.familytree

magazine.com/course>
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As a new parent, I’m constantly 
juggling several “work” priorities—some 
professional, some genealogical, and 
some personal. 

In this, as in many other areas of life, 
I can look to my ancestors for inspira-
tion. They toiled to build better lives for 
their families or to scratch out a living on 
lonely frontiers—often for longer hours 
and in more di�cult conditions than we 
do today. (And without our modern luxu-
ries—no Netflix for them to watch after a 
long day’s work.) 

In addition to reminding me I’m not 
alone, learning about the work my ances-
tors did can give me excellent insight into 
their everyday lives. Did they work for 
themselves, or for an employer? How hard 
was work on their body? Where in town 
did they travel each day? 

You may already know what trade your 
ancestors worked in, but Lindsey Harner’s 
list of sources (page 42) will help you if 
you don’t. With a rough job title in hand, 
you can seek occupational records (page 
58) that convey more day-to-day details.

Like each of us, the genealogy communi-
ty as a whole has also been at work this year. 
At time of writing, Findmypast has nearly 
completed its digitization of the 1921 census 
of England and Wales. We’ve got a guide to 
that new trove of documents (scheduled to 
release on January 6) on page 22. 

Researchers across the pond in America 
can perhaps think of it as a prelude to the 
release of the 1950 US census, scheduled 
for April. There will be plenty of work to 
go around when that census is published; 
it will need to be indexed by a community 
volunteers. Stay tuned—we’ll be covering it 
over the next couple issues. 

Let’s follow our ancestors’ lead and get 
to work. These’s so much to be done! �
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MY ANCESTOR ON MY father’s side came to 
America with only 75 cents and got charged 50 
cents for a haircut right after he got o¡  the boat.

Joanne Nelson via Facebook

Nana wasn’t allowed o�  the ship at port because 
she wasn’t married yet. So her and Granddad got 
married on the ship instead of on land. 

Ancestor Hunter (@hunter_ancestor) via Twitter

“My third-great-grand-
father escaped military 
service and left Germany 
in the 1870s using his 
brother’s identity.”

Jennifer Witzel via Facebook

The miles they walked on the 
prairie to fi nd land to homestead.  

Juli Becker via Facebook

TREE TALK
We asked about 
your most interesting 
immigration stories. 
Here’s how you responded.

MY GR ANDFATHER WAS BORN on the boat in 
US waters coming from Poland. Can’t imag-
ine the trip for my great-grandmother being 
so pregnant.

Denise Myers via Facebook

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY!

@familytreemag

Family Tree Magazine

@FamilyTreeMag

<www.facebook.com/
familytreemagazine>
<www.facebook.com/
familytreemagazine>

SHOP

PODCAST

Genealogy how-to downloads and videos, 
plus PDF back-issues of Family Tree Magazine
<www.familytreemagazine.com/shop>

Free genealogy advice from host 
Lisa Louise Cooke and expert 
guests Apple Podcasts/Spotify/ 
<www.familytreemagazine.
com/podcasts>

Our members-only online 
library of genealogy instruction 
<www.familytreemagazine.
com/product/website-vip>

Detailed online courses and webinars full 
of expert advice about key research subjects 
<www.familytreemagazine.com/course>
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S T O R I E S  T O  T E L L

A fter retiring in 2020, Gerard Franchina began working as a 
presenter for the Ford Rouge Factory Tour at The Henry Ford 
in Dearborn, Mich. On a fi eld trip to “the Rouge” as a kid, 

Gerard remembers watching workers at the famous motor com-
pany build Mustangs. But as a tour guide, he learned Ford’s original 
products were actually WWI-era Eagle-class patrol boats for the US 
government. 

Franchina has always been interested in automotive history—
including how his family collides with it. His great-grandfather, Alek 
Rotondi, was the fi rst of many relatives to work for Ford. Franchina 
remembers a family story detailing how Alek would take the street-
car from Eastern Market in downtown Detroit, where many Italian 
immigrants lived. 

Franchina had Rotondi’s ID card from Ford, dated 1918. He con-
tacted the company archives <www.thehenryford.org/collections-
and-research> to learn more. “I received an email back with his 
original date of hire and a description of his work,” says Franchina. 
Rotondi started in May 1915 on the assembly line, then assisted with 
machines—working not on cars, but boats.

“That was really exciting for me,” Franchina says. “Part of our fac-
tory presentation talks about the boat. I called my kids and other rela-
tives. They’ve been on that tour; they knew about the boat, too.”

Rotondi’s work history provided other details, such as his wage 
history and prior employment at the Michigan Central Railroad. 
Franchina is now pursuing those clues. “This discovery has really 
gotten me going!” he says. �

Sunny Jane Morton

A Ford factory tour employee discovers his great-grandfather 
worked there, too — before Ford even made cars.

Family Business

Top: The � rst Eagle-class boat created by the 
Ford Rouge Plant in 1918; middle: Alek Rotondi’s 
Ford employee ID card, 1918; bottom: Rotondi’s 
great-grandson Gerard Franchina in front of the 
Ford Rouge Factory Tour, present day
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FamilySearch Completes 
Micro� lm Digitization

IN SEPTEMBER 2021, FamilySearch announced that its 
long-anticipated microfi lm-digitization project had come 
to a close. Researchers now have free access to digital 
images of FamilySearch’s full microfi lm collection—bil-
lions of records from around the world.

FamilySearch (then called the Genealogical Society of 
Utah) began microfi lming records way back in 1938. Since 
then, the organization has accumulated more than 2 mil-
lion rolls of microfi lm. As technology evolved and expand-
ed possibilities for genealogy research, FamilySearch 
identifi ed an opportunity to digitally preserve records and 
widen access to them. Digitization e¡ orts—once estimated 
to take 50 years to complete—began in 1998, and became 
all the more urgent when FamilySearch announced the 
end of microfi lm lending in 2017.

Note that, though all the microfi lm in FamilySearch’s 
collection has been digitized, not all images are available 
for home viewing. Because of licensing agreements with 
archives, certain record collections can still only be viewed 
at a Family History Center or a�  liate library. The images 
also haven’t been fully indexed; volunteer indexing proj-
ects are ongoing <www.familysearch.org/indexing>. 
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WHAT’S NEW

DNA testing giant Family Tree DNA 
<www.familytreedna.com> has added 
a chromosome painter. This tool helps 
customers visualize which segments 
of their DNA come from di� erent parts 
of the world, and is available both to 
Family Tree DNA test takers and those 
who upload results from other services 
to the site.

Geographic values are assigned to 
DNA by condensing the company’s 
90 population clusters into 34 “Super 

T E C H  N E W S

FAMILY TREE DNA 
CHROMOSOME 
PAINTING

Populations.” A Family Tree DNA blog 
post announcing the new tool claims 
the painting can help test takers assign 
segments to individual grandparents if 
one or more of them have signi� cantly 

di� erent geographical ancestry from 
the others. Chromosome painting is 
also useful for comparing segments 
with those of matches to determine 
possible shared ancestry. 

everything'srelative
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NOW AVAILABLE: 
FREEDMEN’S BUREAU RECORDS
Subscription website Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com> is now home 
to the world’s largest digitized and searchable collection of Freedmen’s 
Bureau and Freedman’s Bank records—and it’s free <www.ancestry.com/
cs/freedmens>. Freedmen’s Bureau records were previously browsable 
on FamilySearch in individual state collections, but Ancestry.com has 
compiled them into a single, searchable collection.

Created toward the end of the Civil War to provide support for recently 
freed African Americans, the Freedmen’s Bureau created a bevy of 
records useful for genealogy research, including labor contracts, records 
of apprenticeship, letters and marriage documents. The agency also 
aided impoverished white people, veterans of the U.S. Colored Troops, 
and those displaced by the war.

This collection, consisting of some 3.5 million records, is notable for 
including what is often the �rst documentation of the formerly enslaved 
after emancipation. Because of this, Freedmen’s Bureau records are cru-
cial in taking African American ancestral lines past 1870.

UK SUBSCRIPTION GIANT Findmypast <www.�nd
mypast.com> has added new resources for those 
with British Isles roots. A new feature links 1891, 
1901 and 1911 English and Welsh census entries 
with maps of the 1895 Comprehensive Gazetteer 
of England and Wales. The Gazetteer tool allows 
users “to explore the cities, towns, villages and 
parishes that played a defining role in their fam-
ily story with greater ease than ever before.”

Also new at Findmypast is the Francis Frith 
Collection, a digital archive of thousands of pho-
tographs of places in the United Kingdom and 
Ireland. Lisa Louise Cooke covers the collection 
as one of her “Picks” on page 9. �

Key New UK Collections at Findmypast

Sunny Jane Morton
is a contributing editor for 
Family Tree Magazine, content 
manager at Your DNA Guide 
and industry expert on the giant 
genealogy websites.

MAJOR GENEALOGY 
EVENTS OF 2022
January: 1921 Census of England and 
Wales to be released via Findmypast  
(January 6; see page 22)

March: RootsTech Connect 2022  
(March 3–5) online conference

April: 1950 US census to be released 
online (April 2)

May: National Genealogical Society 
(NGS) Family History Conference  
(May 25–28) in Sacramento, Calif.

August: Southern California Genealogy 
Jamboree (August 19–27)

Note: Events and dates were accurate at 
time this issue went to press. 
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On the Road Again

Lisa Louise Cook
is the founder of the
Genealogy Gems
website and podcast
<lisalouisecooke.
com>, and host of the
Family Tree Podcast 
<familytreemagazine.
com/podcasts>.

ON MY BOOKSHELF:
Generational Healing
It’s hard to fi nd a family tree that 
hasn’t been touched by anxiety, 
addiction or depression. British 
author Helen Parker-Drabble has 
been thinking about how these 
challenges touch, not only our own 
lives, but the lives of our ancestors 
as well. A former counselor turned 
“geneatherapist,” she applies theo-
ries of mental health, psychology and 
neuroscience to help people better 
understand their ancestors for the 
benefi t of present and future genera-
tions. She writes about this subject 
in her book, A Victorian’s Inheritance 
(Animi Press), and I interviewed 
Parker-Drabble in episode 152 of the 
Family Tree Podcast.

ON THE ROAD:
Back to Traveling
Since I’ve traveled the world for 14 years speak-
ing at conferences and seminars, the temporary 
halt to in-person events was quite a change for 
me. There’s something special that happens 
when we gather together with other genealo-
gists. Not only do we expand our knowledge 
base, but we make new friends and often 
experience delightful genealogical serendipity 
moments (like fi nding yourself sitting next to a 
distant cousin). That’s why I eagerly accepted 
the Mississippi Genealogical Society’s invitation 
to speak at their annual seminar. Their board 
and volunteers (shown here) dished up gracious 
Southern hospitality that I won’t soon forget. 

Lisa Louise Cooke is the founder of the Genealogy Gems 
website and podcast <www.lisalouisecooke.com>, and host of the 
Family Tree Podcast <www.familytreemagazine.com/podcasts>.

everything’everything’everything srelative
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HISTORIC HOTSPOT:
Vicksburg, Miss.
The decisive victory at the Siege of Vicksburg 
was a pivotal point of the Civil War, as it gave 
the Union control of the Mississippi River. The 
Vicksburg National Military Park on the battle-
field site includes 1,325 historic monuments and 
a 16-mile road tour. I was fortunate to visit in 
person, but if you can’t make it, you can down-
load the park map from the website and call the 
cell phone tour at (601) 262-2100. Better yet, 
pull up Google Earth <earth.google.com> and 
“drive” the tour while you listen. 

 Podcast
Hear more great genealogy finds from Lisa 
and other experts in our free monthly podcast 
<www.familytreemagazine.com/podcast>. �

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS:
Francis Frith Collection
Francis Frith founded a photo company in the 1860s that strove to 
capture life across the United Kingdom as accurately as possible. 
Today this iconic collection of Frith & Co.’s 300,000 images is avail-
able online at <www.francisfrith.com> and on Findmypast <search.
findmypast.com/search-world-records/francis-frith-collection>. 
Covering thousands of cities, towns and villages across the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, the collection provides a view of many of 
the locations where the ancestors of those with British heritage 
once lived.

 IN THE NEWS:
Record Reunited with Family
I love stories with happy endings, particularly 
when they’re about genealogy. And it looks 
likes like our readers do too! In a hugely popu-
lar Facebook post in August, we shared a story 
from People magazine about the discovery of 
an 150-year-old marriage certificate in a North 
Carolina thrift shop photo frame. The story 
discusses how the shop’s executive director 
turned to Facebook to reunite the document 
with the couple’s great-granddaughter. Tune 
in to episode 153 of the Family Tree Podcast 
to learn more about how to use Facebook for 
genealogy. Then join the conversation at <www.
facebook.com/familytreemagazine>. 

PODCAST
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“KEEP, ANCIENT LANDS, YOUR STORIED POMP!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” �

Emma Lazarus’ 1883 sonnet “The New Colossus” is inscribed 
on the Statue of Liberty’s pedestal in New York City. The poem 
has helped shape the United States’ vision of itself as a nation of 
immigrants. Learn about the immigrants in your family tree using 
the guide on page 12.
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Make your home more comfortable than ever
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the touch of a button.
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provide total comfort.  Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of 
soothing relaxation.  Reading or watching TV? 
Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause 
the chair in an infinite number of settings.  And 
best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism 
that tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy 
to stand.  You’ll love the other benefits, too.  It 
helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes 

back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain.  The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back 
and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort.   
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining.  It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge.  Professionals will deliver the chair to 
the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even 
carry the packaging away!  You get your choice of 
Genuine Italian Leather, stain and water repellent 
custom-manufactured DuraLux™ with the classic 
leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber in a 
variety of colors to fit any decor.  New Chestnut 
color only available in Genuine Italian 
Leather. Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®  

1-888-566-2346
Please mention code 115736 when ordering.

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged 
or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it.  © 2021 fi rstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 46

56
2

REMOTE CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Footrest may 
vary by model

MicroLux™  Microfi ber
breathable & amazingly soft

Burgundy Cashmere  Chocolate Indigo

Long Lasting DuraLux™
stain & water repellent

Mahogany 
(Burgundy) Tan Chocolate Blue 

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & durability

Chestnut

NOW
also available in 

Genuine Italian Leather
and New Chestnut Color

(as pictured here)
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Immigrants waiting

to transfer to 

Ellis Island, 1912

First Generation
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First Generation
Make these three kinds of records your fi rst stop 

when researching immigrant ancestors. 

by RICH VENEZIA

13family treemagazine.com
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I come from a long line of immi-
grants. I’m a third-, fourth-, fi fth-, and sixth-
generation American. But I also have strong 
roots in the soil of southern Italy, the farmlands 
of southeastern Ireland, the potteries of Eng-
land, and the Welsh countryside. 

Most Americans can trace back their family 
history to immigrants—whether they arrived 
on the Mayfl ower, a Boeing-737, or sometime 
in the centuries between. Chain migration has 
been a main driver of population growth since 
the beginning of the United States, as individu-
als immigrated to reunite families or en masse 

to populate a new village. Forces in home coun-
tries also pushed people to immigrate: political 
upheavals, wars, oppression, famine and lack of 
economic opportunities.

As with most genealogy searches, you can 
begin looking for documentation of your 
immigrant ancestor at home. Passports or old 
photos may give clues to point of origin, as well 
as any family traditions. Family lore—even if 
fantastical or misremembered—might contain 
some fact, and stands to be proven or disprov-
en using records.

Whether other records of your immigrant 
ancestors exist depends on when and how they 
arrived in the United States, and what (if any) 
interaction they had with the government after. 
In this article, we’ll discuss three key types of 
immigration records, plus a smattering of oth-
ers. As we’ll learn, not all immigrants were even 
eligible to generate certain records, but docu-
ments—when you fi nd them—will help you trace 
your ancestor back to the Old World.

Of course, not all individuals who arrived in 
the United States did so willingly. Around a half-
million enslaved Africans were forced to come 
to this country from the early 1600s to the mid-
1800s. And another large group never “arrived” 
during this time period at all—Native American 
tribes lived in the land that became the United 
States for thousands of years before European 
contact. Still others lived in Hawaii, Texas, 
or Mexican-, French- or Spanish- held land 
(including the Philippines and Puerto Rico) that 
was annexed or conquered by the United States. 

This article discusses records of those who 
willfully came to the United States after Euro-
pean colonization; researching ancestors who 
were forced to come or found themselves on US 
land via other means requires di¡ erent record 
sets and methodologies. PR
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Recent arrivals to 

Ellis Island from 

the Princess Irene, 

1911

SITES FOR SETTING SAIL

Author David A. Fryxell shared the best websites for � nding immi-
gration records in the March/April 2018 issue of Family Tree Magazine. 
Here are seven of them:

1. The Statue of Liberty—Ellis Island Foundation <heritage.statueof-
liberty.org/passenger>

2. Castle Garden <www.castlegarden.org/searcher.php>

3. Library and Archives Canada <www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/
immigration/Pages/introduction.aspx>

4. National Archives and Records Administration <www.archives.
gov/research/immigration>

5. FamilySearch <www.familysearch.org>

6. Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com>

7. MyHeritage <www.myheritage.com>

Read the full article at <www.familytreemagazine.com/records/
immigration/websites-� nding-immigration-records>.
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Perhaps the most consistent kind of immi-
gration record is the passenger list—docu-
mentation that your ancestor arrived at a 

US port. But even this was not universally kept 
in early American history; the US government 
didn’t require this paperwork until January 
1820, and even then, the lists were meant to reg-
ulate customs, not people.

As such, surviving pre-1820 passenger lists 
are few and far between. The best resource for 
them is P. William Filby’s Passenger and Immi-
gration Lists Index, which indexes more than 
500,000 early immigrant arrivals. A multi-
volume series, the work is continuously updated 
to include later records and is available in its 
entirety on various online databases.

Records of arrivals after 1820 are much more 
widely available, including at major genealogy 

websites. Still, customs lists from this era (1820–
1891) contain scarce information: 

� name
� age
� sex
� occupation
� port of embarkation
With such little identifying information, 

you may have trouble distinguishing your 
immigrant from others, particularly if they 
had a common last name. After all, the lists 
were designed to track goods, not your immi-
grant ancestors.

The government federalized the process 
surrounding immigration late in the 19th-
century. The new forms reflected a shift in 
focus to regulating immigration, ballooning 
in size from six columns to more than 20. In 

Passenger Manifests and Customs Lists

Passengers being 

examined aboard 

a vessel at Angel 

Island, 1931
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A s it is today, naturalization was a goal for 
many immigrants and a source of pride 
for some families—though never, con-

trary to what some believe, required. With some 
exceptions, the standard road to citizenship has 
been a five-year process for immigrants.

From 1790 forward, free white immigrants 
could become naturalized US citizens after 
living in the United States for a number of 
years. But this privilege wasn’t extended to 
people of other races until much later: those 

Naturalization Records

of African descent in 1870 amidst Reconstruc-
tion and the Fourteenth Amendment, Chinese 
immigrants in 1943, Filipinos and Indians in 
1946, and immigrants from other parts of Asia 
in 1952. The latter law, the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1952, banned racial restric-
tions on most immigration and naturalization 
laws altogether.

An immigrant spouse or minor-aged child 
of a naturalized US citizen may or may not 
have automatically been considered a citizen, 

1902 arrival list, 

digitized at 

Ancestry.com

addition to questions asked by customs list, 
post-1891 records may include:

� place of last residence 
� who the immigrant was going to join 
� exact place of birth 
� closest relative or friend in home country

� ability to read or write and in which language 
With so much information, these records are 

rightly coveted by researchers with immigrant 
ancestors who arrived in this time period. For-
tunately, many—though not all—are available 
and indexed on genealogy websites. 
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depending on time period and applicable laws. 
Beginning in 1855, a woman became a citizen 
automatically when her husband naturalized, or 
upon her marriage to a US citizen. But after 22 
September 1922, a woman needed to complete 
her own paperwork to become a citizen, gener-
ating a separate set of records. Her process was 
expedited if she was married to a citizen. 

Likewise, beginning in 1790, immigrant 
children under a certain age became citizens 
automatically when their fathers (or widowed/
divorced mothers) naturalized. Later laws add-
ed residency requirements and changed the age 
at which children were no longer automatically 
granted citizenship.

Most naturalization records consist of two 
successive documents: 

� Declaration of intention, or “first papers,” 
which could have been filed any time after 
arrival

� Petition for naturalization, or “second 
papers,” which was to be filed two or three years 
after the declaration (with a total of five years 
minimum since arrival)

However, some veterans were entitled to expe-
dited naturalization starting during the Civil 
War. Starting in 1824, special consideration was 
also given to adults who’d spent at least three 
years of their childhood in the United States. 

Note that there is no separate paperwork 
for spouses or children gaining derivative citi-
zenship, nor are they explicitly mentioned on 
naturalization petitions until 1906. Their proof 
of citizenship was their marriage/birth cer-
tificate and the husband/father’s certificate of 
naturalization.

The government standardized naturalization 
in 1906, with administration shifting from local 
courts to a central agency (which would become  

� Follow these 10 steps for researching 
immigrant ancestors from Europe <www.
familytreemagazine.com/records/immigration/
find-european-immigrant-ancestors>.

WAVES OF IMMIGRATION

Immigration to the United States is often broken down into distinct 
“waves,” each driven by separate geopolitical or economic events 
and tending to draw immigrants from di�erent countries:

� First Wave (1607–1830): English, Scots-Irish, Scottish, Ger-
man, Dutch

� Second Wave (1830–1880): Irish, German, Scandinavian
� Third Wave (1881–1924): Southern and Eastern European 

(Slavs, Italians, Jews, Austro-Hungarians, Russians)
� Fourth Wave (1965–present): Worldwide, especially Latin 

American and Asian countries
Where immigrants came from was also sometimes restricted by 

law, with some laws establishing ethnicity quotas or barring immi-
grants from speci�c countries. The Chinese Exclusion Act (1882–1943) 
was the most explicit.
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Immigration and Naturalization Service or INS, 
today known as the United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services or USCIS). Individu-
als generally naturalized in their county of resi-
dence, either at a local court (such as a common 
pleas court) or the federal district court with 
jurisdiction over their residence. 

Prior to the change in 1906, naturalization 
records often don’t contain much information, 
with details varying by the court that kept them. 
At minimum, they contain: 

� name
� residence (often just city)
� country of former allegiance
� date of the oath
As with early ship manifests, there may not 

be enough information in early naturalizations 
to confirm with certainty whether the record is 
of your immigrant. But naturalization records 
generally contain more information after the 
early 1900s.

One potential gold mine from this era, howev-
er, are records kept between 1816 and 1828. The 
US government required that aliens (i.e., non-
citizens) register with the local district court, 
and that the information be included in natural-
ization paperwork. (More on alien registration 
records in the next section.)

Beginning in 1906, the standardized decla-
ration of intention and petition for naturaliza-
tion forms provide a lot more information to the 
genealogist:

� exact date and place of birth
� exact address
� port and date of arrival

� occupation
� names and birthdates of spouse and 

children 
Helpfully, photos were added to the declara-

tion of intention and certificate of naturaliza-
tion (more on this shortly) beginning in 1929. 
Note that someone may have filed a declaration 
of intent but never a petition for naturalization, 
and that declarations of intention were no longer 
required after 1952. 

Many naturalization records are online, espe-
cially at FamilySearch <www.familysearch.org>. 
But just as many are located o²ine, either in 
paper form or on microfilm at various libraries, 
archives and genealogical societies. To search 
for naturalization records, start with the county 
clerk’s o�ce or the county genealogical society. 
The county library or archives might also be 
able to assist in locating the records of interest. 
National Archives regional branches <www.
archives.gov/locations> may hold federal natu-
ralization records for states and/or territories in 
their jurisdiction.

There’s one other document from the natu-
ralization process you should be aware of: the 
actual certificate of naturalization. Unfortu-
nately, certificates of naturalization prior to 
1906 generally haven’t survived outside of fam-
ily collections. But starting in 1906, the govern-
ment created two copies: one for the new citi-
zen, and another for the government archive.

The latter is held by USCIS. That organi-
zation’s fee-for-service Genealogy Program 
<www.uscis.gov/records/genealogy> holds 
C-Files (Certificate Files) for granted naturaliza-
tions from 1906 to 1956, including certificates of 
naturalization as well as supporting documents 
like declarations of intention and petitions for 
naturalization. C-Files are worth obtaining 
even if you’ve found all the constituent docu-
ments, as they might contain other records such 
as correspondence. 

The Genealogy Program also holds some 
naturalizations for later years in A-Files (Alien 
Files). However, whether you can obtain an 
A-File through the USCIS Genealogy Program  
or a FOIA request, or via another federal agency 
(e.g., the National Archives) depends on several 
factors. Search the index to the Genealogy Pro-
gram <www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/
genealogy/searching-the-index> to learn if and 
where such records exist. 

FINDING A PLACE OF ORIGIN

If researching in the records of the old country is the goal, an exact 
town of origin must often be found �rst. Many of the records we 
discuss in this article would include a place of origin. But dozens 
more might contain this type of information, many of which are 
not speci�c to immigrants. Some of them include:

� WWI and WWII draft records (place of birth)
� church marriage records (place of baptism)
� US passport applications (place of birth)
� military records (place of birth or citizenship)

Other documents, such as wills and deeds, may contain clues to 
place of origin, as might gravestones and obituaries.
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Declaration of 

intention (1907) 

and petition for 

naturalization 

(1913) of Carl 

Kalla, digitized 

on FamilySearch
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A liens (nationals of foreign countries who 
were US residents but not yet citizens) 
were required at various times throughout 

US history to register with the federal or state 
government. The earliest instance of this was in 
1798 as part of the Alien and Sedition Acts.

It wasn’t until the Civil War that aliens again 
registered with the government. In this case, 
alien men who wished to claim exemption from 
the Union Army draft could do so. Those who 
did appear in records now held across various 
regional National Archives branches, notably 
Kansas City. 

World War I saw many alien registrations 
within the United States. German and Austro-
Hungarian men and German women over age 14 
had to register as enemy aliens between 1917 and 
1918. While many of these records don’t survive, 
the ones that do are true genealogical gems. 

Fast-forwarding a few decades to 1940: The 
government required the registration of all 
aliens over age 14 living in or arriving into the 
United States. Between August 1940 and March 
1944, more than 5.5 million aliens fi lled out an 
Alien Registration Form (Form AR-2). These 
records, which cover people who immigrated as 
early as the 1850s, are held by the USCIS Gene-
alogy Program. They contain invaluable infor-

mation that may be found on no other US record. 
“Enemy” Aliens—aliens of German, Italian or 
Japanese origin as well as Americans of Japa-
nese heritage—also registered separately during 
World War II.

The INS began fi ling all of an immigrant’s 
records together in an A-File (Alien File) in 
April 1944. Individuals who arrived on or after 
that date had an A-File created upon arrival, 
and individuals who had registered between 
1940 and March 1944 should have had their 
fi les consolidated into an A-File upon any fur-
ther contact with the INS. They are now held by 
the USCIS or the National Archives.

A-Files can get very confusing, as not all
aliens had one. And A-Files don’t survive for 
all individuals who once had an A-File, as some 
were consolidated into other documents (such 
as C-fi les) if the individual naturalized prior to 
1 April 1956. The best thing to do to determine 
whether an A-File exists (and, if it does, where 
it’s located) is to conduct a USCIS Genealogy 
Program index search. A simple search of the 
National Archives catalog would also reveal 
whether an A-File has made its way to one of 
their facilities.

Amidst World War II, alien men of fi ghting 
age also needed to fi ll out an Alien’s Personal 

Recent arrivals 

from Puerto Rico 

awaiting air 

transport from 

Newark airport 

to New York City, 

1947

Alien Registrations
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Other Records

So far, we’ve just scraped the surface of the 
many documents available to those researching 
immigrant ancestors. Sunny Jane Morton com-
piled a list of 17 sources (including some we’ve 
discussed in this article) that share informa-
tion about immigrants after their arrival <www.
familytreemagazine.com/records/immigration/
us-record-types-immigrant-ancestors>. And I 
wrote a series of articles for FamilyTreeMaga-
zine.com that serve as case studies for using 
records—especially less conventional ones, such 
as county histories—in your research <www.
familytreemagazine.com/author/rich-venezia>.

Here are some other types of immigration 
documents worth special mention.

Detention and Special Inquiry Records
Beginning in 1893, arriving passengers could be 
detained if immigration o�cials believed they 
may have been ineligible for admission under 
various laws. Some examples include being a 
contract worker, a criminal, infected (or sus-
pected of being infected) of a contagious dis-
ease, or otherwise a high risk of becoming a 
public charge. 

Detention records also sometimes exist, show-
ing individuals who were waiting to be collected 
by a relative or a representative of an immigrant 
aid society. Others may have needed funds to be 
telegrammed prior to continuing their journey.

Board of Special Inquiry and Detention lists 
exist for some ports.

Visas
Prior to the early 1900s, visas were not required 
for entry into the United States. If an individual 
could a¡ord a ticket and the head tax (which 
began in 1882 at 50 cents per immigrant), they 
could immigrate. 

But by the time an immigration quota system 
was introduced in 1921, visas were required. 

Beginning in July 1924, as part of the restric-
tive Immigration Act of 1924, visas and associ-
ated paperwork (like a birth or marriage record 
and a police clearance) were collected from each 
arriving immigrant after having been approved 
at a consulate abroad. These make up the 3.1 
million Visa Files currently held by the USCIS 
Genealogy Program. (This series closed in April 
1944. Visas were still required; they were filed 
in A-Files after that point.) 

The National Archives at College Park, Md., 
has its own set of Department of State Visa Case 
Files (1914–1940). These records are di¡erent 
than the Visa Files, but an immigrant may be 
found in both record sets.

Bureau of Naturalization Files
Beginning in 1906, the agencies that became 
the INS kept correspondence files on specific 
cases. People may have written to the Bureau 
to check on their derivative citizenship sta-
tus, or neighbors may have written to snitch 
on someone they thought had obtained citi-
zenship fraudulently. Learn more at <www.
familytreemagazine.com/case-studies/bureau-
naturalization-correspondence-files>.

These records have been compiled by the 
National Archives <catalog.archives.gov/id/
563066>, indexed in microfilm A3388. At time 
of writing, the collection is only available in the 
National Archives’ microfilm reading room. But 
researchers are hopeful at least the index will be 
made available online soon.

Our immigrant ancestors wrote our story; it’s 
time we write theirs. �

Rich Venezia is a professional genealogist based in 
Philadelphia, and specializes in 20th-century immigration 
and naturalization research. He lectures all over the coun-
try about immigration records, and continues to �ght for 
fairer access to these records.

History and Statement, a four-page form chock-
full of genealogical details. Records survive for 
most states, and nearly all states’ records are 
with the National Archives of St. Louis. A few 
states’ records are available online.

� Learn more about why your ancestors 
left their home countries and what they 
encountered on their journeys <www.
familytreemagazine.com/records/
immigration/emigration-factors>.
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Dive into the  
soon-to-be-released 
1921 census of England  
and Wales with this guide.

by RICK CRUME

The highly anticipated 1921 cen-
sus of England and Wales is 
expected to be released on 6 
January 2022. With names, 
ages, places of birth and rela-
tionships covering virtually the 

whole population in that year, these records will 
be a major resource for genealogists. 

The 1921 enumeration is made all the more 
important because of what transpired in the 
decades that followed: the 1931 census was lost in 
a fire, and the 1941 census wasn’t taken because 
of World War II. As a result, the 1921 census will 
be the last decennial census available until 2052, 
when (if current privacy laws are maintained) 
the 1951 census will be released. 

The UK National Archives’ commercial part-
ner, Findmypast <www.findmypast.com>, will 
digitize, transcribe and index the entire 1921 
census of England and Wales before placing it SA
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online. The original census records consist of 
more than 28,000 bound volumes filling shelves 
a mile long. The collection on Findmypast 
(which is not live as of writing) will contain an 
estimated 18 million color images with details 
on almost 38 million people. 

Here’s what to expect from the 1921 census of 
England and Wales once it’s released, and how 
you can use it to find more about your ancestors.

HISTORY AND COVERAGE
Like the United States, the United Kingdom 
holds a nationwide census every 10 years, on 
the “ones” (1841, 1851, 1861 and so on). The first 
census was taken in 1801, though only heads 
of household were named. Many of these early 
records don’t survive. 

The 1841 census, the first to ask for individ-
ual names, is considered the first one to have 
significant genealogical value. Beginning in 
1851, the census listed each person’s parish of 
birth—especially helpful in locating the origins 
of people born before civil registration of births, 
marriages and deaths began in 1837. 

The most recent UK census was taken in 2021, 
but privacy laws restrict access for 100 years. As 
a result, the 1911 census was previously the most 
recent enumeration available to the public. And 
the aforementioned disasters (fire destroying 
the 1931 census, and World War II preventing 
the 1941 census from taking place at all) mean 
1921 is the “last stop” for English and Welsh cen-
sus records for decades.

In addition to England and Wales, the 1921 
census covers the Isle of Man and the Chan-
nel Islands, plus merchant ships in the waters 
of England and Wales, ships of the Royal Navy, 
and British Army, and (new in 1921) Royal Air 
Force units who were stationed overseas. The 
1921 census was supposed to be taken on 24 April 
1921, but was delayed by a Black Friday strike by 
railwaymen, coal miners and transport workers. 
The census was instead taken on 19 June 1921. 

What of Scotland and Ireland? As part of the 
United Kingdom, Scotland also took a census in 
1921. You can learn more about records of that 

� Read the latest about the 1921 England 
and Wales census release at <www.family
treemagazine.com/records/census/ 
1921-uk-census>.
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MIND THE (CENSUS) GAP
Another enumeration, the 1939 Register, helps �ll the large gap 
between the 1921 and 1951 censuses of England and Wales. Taken 
at the start of World War II to create identity cards and administer 
rationing, the 1939 Register contains similar information to the 
decennial census. Not subject to the 100-year rule, the 1939 Register 
was released in 2015. Findmypast and Ancestry have page images 
and indexes; FamilySearch, MyHeritage and The Genealogist have 
transcriptions, but no images.

enumeration in the sidebar on page 25; records 
are held separately and being digitized later in 
2022 by ScotlandsPeople <www.scotlandspeople.
gov.uk>. Ireland, though nominally still part of 
the United Kingdom in 1921, did not take a cen-
sus that year, as it was in the midst of its partition 
and (for the Republic of Ireland) independence. 
See the sidebar on page 26 for more. 

QUESTIONS
The 1921 census asked for more information 
than any previous UK census. Even standard 
questions such as age and birthplace requested 
more detail. Each respondent’s age is recorded 
not just in years, but also in months. And the 
place of birth shows the town or parish and 
county for those born in Great Britain and the 
country plus the state, province or district for 
people born abroad. There was a separate option 
for respondents “born at sea.”
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In addition to the basics (name, address, age, 
sex, birthplace and relationship to the head of 
household), the 1921 census also asked:

� marital status (including, for the first time, 
divorced) of respondents over age 15

� whether parents were living (for respon-
dents under age 15)

� nationality (if born abroad)
� industry, name of employer, and place of 

employment (including address)
� whether attending school or other educa-

tional establishment (and if attending part-time 
or full-time)

� number and ages of living children and 
step-children (for married men, widowers and 
widows)

Several questions were new or expanded from 
previous censuses, such as employment and 
educational information, plus whether a mar-
ried person had been divorced. Don’t forget to 
look at the bottom of the form, which asked the 
enumerator to specify the number of rooms (i.e., 
living spaces) in each household. 

In addition, the census schedules for Wales, 
Monmouthshire and the Isle of Man asked if 
the person spoke Welsh/Manx, English or both. 
Likewise, the armed forces schedule asked if the 
person can speak Welsh or “Gaelic,” in addition 
to English. 

Other questions were cut from previous enu-
merations, a first for the UK census. The preced-
ing census, in 1911, asked for the number of years 
of marriage and the number of children. Parents 
objected to providing this information on their 
children, and their answers in that census were 
considered unreliable. As a result, those ques-
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SCOTTISH Census Records
As in England and Wales, a census has 
been taken in Scotland every 10 years 
since 1801, except (because of World 
War II) in 1941. Scottish censuses con-
tain information similar to English and Welsh censuses, and the 1841 
census of Scotland is the � rst one to list everyone by name.

 Some parishes compiled lists of names when they gathered 
information for the censuses before 1841. Findmypast’s record col-
lection “Scotland Pre-1841 Censuses and Population Lists” <search.
� ndmypast.com/search-world-records/scotland-pre-1841-censuses-
and-population-lists> has names from a few early census records 
and parish lists. 

Scottish censuses are released 100 years after they’re taken. 
However, as of writing, the 1911 census is still the enumeration most 
recently released to the public. The 1921 census was meant to be 
released in 2021, but is now scheduled to be released later in 2022 
due to COVID-19-related delays. 

ScotlandsPeople <www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk>, the country’s 
o�  cial online repository for government records, is the only website 
that has images and name indexes for all the Scottish censuses from 
1841 through 1911. The site will also be the steward for the 1921 cen-
sus. FamilySearch has images and indexes to the 1841 through 1901 
censuses, but you can only access them from a Family History Center 
or a�  liate library. Ancestry.com, Findmypast, MyHeritage and The 
Genealogist have just transcripts of Scottish censuses (no images) 
from 1841 through 1901.

Note that the 1931 census records of Scotland were stored in Edin-
burgh, so they were not a� ected by the � re in England that destroyed 
the English and Welsh census records for that year. Assuming current 
privacy laws remain in place, the 1931 census will be released in 2031. 

tions were dropped in the 1921 census, as were 
questions related to if someone was blind, deaf 
or dumb. 

ORGANIZATION
The 1921 census of England and Wales compris-
es two sets of records. The fi rst part includes 
people’s names—8.5 million householder ques-
tionnaires completed by the head of household 
or another family member in his or her own 
handwriting. 

The other part is made up of nearly 2,000 
volumes of Plans of Division. Local registrars 
created these booklets to show how their reg-
istration subdistricts would be divided into 
enumeration districts. The districts were 
created such that a single enumerator could 
visit and collection information from all the 
district’s properties in a single day. Plans of 
Division for urban areas include the range of 
house numbers covered on each street, while 
those for rural areas note hamlets and outly-
ing farms in their charge. You can use Plans 
of Division to identify which enumeration dis-
tricts you should browse.

ACCESSING THE 1921 CENSUS
Most online census records are digitized from 
black-and-white microfi lm, producing images 
that are often unclear and hard to read. In con-
trast, Findmypast is creating full-color scans 
from the original 1921 census records, so we can 
expect high-quality images. 

As with other records in Findmypast collec-
tions, you’ll be able to search the 1921 census 
indexes for free. But you’ll need to pay a fee to 
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IRISH Census Records
Unlike their English, Welsh and 
Scottish counterparts, Irish censuses 
are hard to come by. Because of 
record-loss events and interference 
from government o�  cials, many 
Irish censuses have been destroyed 
over time.

The � rst census of Ireland was 
taken in 1813, followed by censuses 
every 10 years from 1821 through 
1911. However, only the 1901 and 
1911 enumerations exist; 1813 records 
never seem to have been stored, 1821–1851 records burned in the 
1922 Public Record O�  ce � re, and the 1861–1891 censuses were 
intentionally destroyed by the government. You can look for census 
fragments through Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, Findmypast and 
the National Archives of Ireland <www.census.nationalarchives.ie>.

That leaves the 1901 and 1911 censuses as the only complete enu-
merations currently available to the public. You can search both for 
free through the National Archives of Ireland <www.census.national
archives.ie/search>, Ancestry.com, Findmypast or MyHeritage. 

No census of Ireland was taken in 1921 because of the civil war. 
After Partition, both the Republic of Ireland (then called the Irish 
Free State) and Northern Ireland took a census in 1926 instead. The 
Republic of Ireland plans to release its records in 2027, but Northern 
Ireland pulped its census records, likely during World War II. 

view any actual record images (£3.50/image) 
or transcriptions (£2.50/transcript). Existing 
Findmypast subscribers will also have to pay, 
though 12-month subscribers will get a 10% 
discount.  In-person visitors to the UK National 
Archives in London will be able to view online 
images of the 1921 census for free.

Once the images and index are live on Find-
mypast, you’ll be able to search for your ances-
tor by name. I put together some search tips 
for Findmypast at <www.familytreemagazine.
com/websites/� ndmypast-guide>. But if name 
searches are proving fruitless, look for ways 
to browse record images. For the 1911 census, 
Findmypast gives you “Browse” options for 
fi ltering search results by parish, registration 
district, and county. Select one of these places 
and leave your search terms blank, and you’ll 
see only entries from that place, somewhat 
mimicking the browse features of other gene-
alogy websites.

At present, FamilySearch <www.familysearch.
org> has free indexes to 1841–1911 census 
returns, as does the volunteer-run FreeCen 
<www.freecen.org.uk>. FamilySearch’s collec-
tions link to images on commercial sites, such  
as Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com>, Find-
mypast, Genes Reunited <www.genesreunited.
co.uk>, MyHeritage <www.myheritage.com> 
and The Genealogist <www.thegenealogist.
co.uk>. It’s not clear as of writing if or when 
FamilySearch will do the same for the 1921 cen-
sus as well.

My immigrant ancestors left England and 
Wales long before 1921. But I still plan to check 
the 1921 census for relatives. I expect to fi nd 
some of them on the same farms in Wales 
where my ancestors lived before emigrating; 
a keyword search of the 1911 census on Find-
mypast for a farm name turns up the farm’s 
residents. If that same search doesn’t work for 
the 1921 census, I’ll use the Plans of Division 
to identify the enumeration district I should 
browse for those farms. 

The 1921 census of England and Wales is ulti-
mately just one record set, albeit an important 
one. Use it in conjunction with other records 
(including vital records, newspapers and wills) 
to trace your ancestors. �

Rick Crume used to spend hours scrolling through cen-
sus records on micro� lm in search of his ancestors.

TIPS FOR SEARCHING CENSUS RECORDS
� Try di� erent combinations of search terms, such as a � rst name 
and a last name; a � rst name, an age and a place of residence; and 
the names of two members of the same household.
� Experiment with the “Name Variant” option. My relative William 
Fleming Morgan is always listed in the census as “William F. Mor-
gan,” not William Morgan or William Fleming Morgan.
� Search on abbreviations for given names, such as Chas for 
Charles, Jas for James, Jno for John, Robt for Robert, Thos for 
Thomas and Wm for William.
� Search for everyone with the same surname living in the vicinity 
of your ancestors to � nd potential relatives.
� If your searches don’t work, browse the census pages.
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IN THE
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Winston Churchill once said, “A lie can
travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting 
its boots on.”

Or was it Mark Twain who said that? Or Cordell Hull, 
President Franklin Roosevelt’s Secretary of State…? Sourc-
es on the internet can’t agree—and many who share the 
quote don’t seem all that interested in knowing the truth 
anyway. They copy it wholesale and pass it along, unin-
terested (or ill-equipped) to verify if it really came from 
where it’s said to have. 

In reality, the quote has evolved over time, possibly from 
Jonathan Swift in 1710 (“Falsehood fl ies, and the Truth 
comes limping after it.”). You couldn’t ask for a better case 
study in the quote’s meaning: Lies spread quickly, without 
regard for accuracy. 

If you’ve spent much time reviewing others’ research 
online, you’re already well aware of this reality. Some 
researchers wander deep into “the woods” of online fam-
ily trees, eagerly clipping whole branches from others’ 
work without bothering to evaluate where the information 
comes from. 

Others make dubious claims in family tree profi les, cit-
ing unreliable sources (if they cite any sources at all!) or 
making unreasonable leaps in logic to support an existing 
research theory or connect them to famous ancestors. 

The internet has given us unprecedented access to 
records and other resources. Genealogy databases boast 
millions and millions of names in their family trees, some 
of which might fi t neatly into the one you’re currently 
building. But the internet has also opened the fl oodgates 
for bad or careless research. 

Online family trees can be useful, but you should always 
carefully evaluate where the details in them come from. 
Read on for how to fact-check online family trees and 
determine whether other researchers are on the right 
path—or barking up the wrong tree.

Stay on course with these 7 tips 
for fact-checking information 
you � nd in online family trees.

by ANDREW KOCH
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1
MAKE SURE THE 
ANCESTOR IS A MATCH
Say you’ve searched a collection of 
other users’ trees (such as Ances-

try.com Public Member Trees <www.ancestry.
com/search/collections/1030>) or the FamilySe-
arch Family Tree <www.familysearch.org/tree/
overview>). Or maybe you’re reviewing sug-
gested record hints from Ancestry.com or Smart 
Matches from MyHeritage <faq.myheritage.
com/en/article/what-are-smart-matches>. Could 
that profile be a hit for your ancestor? 

Before you go any further: Determine wheth-
er the match is even a reasonable fit. Consider 
any discrepancies in names, ages/birth dates, 
and places. You can expect some variance (par-
ticularly in surname spelling), but take pause if 
you find radically di¡erent names, birth dates 
that vary by more than a couple years, or far-
flung locations. Use historical maps or gazet-
teers to see how far apart places are. 

2
RESIST THE URGE TO 
AUTO-ADD INFORMATION
Half the battle with online fam-
ily trees is taking some time to 

consider them before copying to your own tree. 
Online trees through sites like Ancestry.com 
and MyHeritage <www.myheritage.com> make 
it easy to add other users’ details directly to 
your own work. But casting a critical eye on that 
information will keep you from adding inaccu-
rate or irrelevant data to your tree.

Instead of accepting family tree informa-
tion out of hand, first consider how it lines up 
with what you already know. What specific new 
details is this other tree introducing to yours? 
Does the other tree add information about new 
life events, or suggest a variation on events 
you’ve already documented? 

Timelines can be helpful here, allowing you 
to visualize your ancestor’s known life activities 
before trying to incorporate new information. 
Create one o²ine or using a tool such as Twile 
<www.twile.com>.

3
RULE OUT IMPOSSIBILITIES
As we discuss in the Tree Tall 
Tales sidebar, misinformation 
in family trees usually springs 

from poor research or faulty conclusions. Be 
on the lookout for any facts that don’t make 
sense—for example, children being born before 
their parents, ancestors living in two places at 
once, or mothers giving birth at too young or 
old of an age. I’ve rounded up five such errors 
to look for at <www.familytreemagazine.com/
research/5-common-genealogy-errors>.

4
LOOK FOR CITATIONS
Look to see what (if any) sources 
the other user has attached to 
each fact. Having no citations 

of any kind is a clear sign you need to do more 
research, but you should also be wary if the user 
only cites other family trees. Data coming from 
the latter isn’t necessarily wrong, but you should 
always try to follow details back to the original 
source document.

Fortunately, hints on other users’ family trees 
usually indicate how many sources are attached 
to the profile. (In fact, Ancestry.com lists both 

Tree Tall Tales
Much of the false information in online trees can be attrib-
uted to poor research habits: record mismatches, improperly 
sourced (or unsourced) data, or logical fallacies. 

But intentional falsehoods can also taint the reliability 
of published research, and lying about ancestry is noth-
ing new. For centuries, people have created false “limbs” 
of their family tree to fabricate connections to wealthy or 
famous people. 

Others intentionally lied, or omitted “undesirable” ances-
tors. Reasons vary, and may include avoiding association 
with groups deemed problematic, hiding a family scandal, 
or asserting the so-called “purity” of their lineage or ethnic 
heritage. Even genealogies published by o�cial sources can 
have such bad information. 

Assume good intentions when evaluating others’ research 
in the present, but consider the possibility that the other 
person was less than honest in how they presented informa-
tion. What motivation might they have to lie? Or are they 
citing sources like published histories or family anecdotes 
that are prone to bending the truth?
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number of sources and number of attached 
records from an Ancestry.com collection.) 
More isn’t necessarily better, but you’ll have the 
best luck by first pursuing matches that have 
the most sources—especially multiple sources 
linked to the same piece of information.

With that being said, prioritize quality over 
quantity. Some sources are more reliable than 
others, based on how and when they were cre-
ated. Original records (or scans of them) are 
generally the most reliable, followed by record 
transcriptions, then published indexes. 

5
REVIEW LINKED SOURCES
If the profile has attached sources, 
look them over yourself to see if 
they provide the information the 

other user says they do. You may find that the 
other user drew the wrong conclusions from a 
record, or that details in the record were mis-
understood or mistranscribed. You might even 
realize the record isn’t the right fit for the person 
at all. Viewing images of original documents is 
best, as a scan of them might reveal information 
that was not transcribed or indexed.

Also consider when the cited record was cre-
ated in relation to the event it’s documenting, as 
well as who provided the information. Records 
created closer in time to an event are more 
likely to be accurate, as are records that were 
informed by first-hand witnesses.

Censuses are one infamous example: They 
were usually created via testimony from just 
one person in each household, and that person 
may have had imperfect knowledge about the 
rest of the family.

Sources might be highly reliable for informa-
tion about one event, but not another. For exam-
ple, tombstones (created shortly after a person’s 
death) are generally reliable about someone’s 
death date. But they’re less reliable for that per-
son’s birth information, since the birth likely 
took place years—even decades—before the 
tombstone was made. 

The internet has given us unprecedented access  
to records and other resources... But [it’s] also 
opened the �oodgates for bad or careless research. 

tip
Instructions for viewing trees created 
by other users vary by site. The prin-
ciples in this article apply broadly to 
online trees, but you can also visit each 
site’s help page for more information 
on their features.

Taking a Hint
In her article “Should You Take the Family Tree Hint? 10 
Questions to Consider,” author Sunny Jane Morton recom-
mends the following when reviewing hints and suggested 
records: 

� View record images to con�rm that transcriptions 
and indexes are accurate.

� Watch out for multiple hits from the same collec-
tion. Presumably, your ancestor will only be listed once in 
each. 

� Add details from a hint individually. This will 
give you the opportunity to carefully review each piece of 
data.

� Note what’s included in hinting. Some websites 
open only a percentage of their record collections for hint-
ing, so you’ll still need to investigate some types of records 
on your own.

Read the full article for more suggestions, as well as an in-
depth look at how record-hinting works at the large geneal-
ogy websites <www.familytreemagazine.com/research/
family-tree-hints>.
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In addition, the informant for the tombstone 
probably didn’t have firsthand knowledge of 
the person’s birth. Those details are coming 
from secondhand sources, and so are more 
error-prone. 

6
MAKE A DECISION
Determine if the linked sources 
create a strong enough argument 
for the information in the per-

son’s tree. You should only attach details that 
you are able to verify; disregard any details that 
you can’t.

If you do add information to your own tree, 
consider attaching the source itself (rather than 
the profile). Giving credit to the other user is 
important, but so is linking more directly to 
source documents (rather than someone else’s 
interpretation of them).

7
SUGGEST EDITS 
You may have some recourse if 
you believe you’ve found an error 
in a family tree profile. The “one 

trees” of sites like FamilySearch, Geni <www.
geni.com> and WikiTree <www.wikitree.
com> allow you to make edits to any pro-
files (even to those you didn’t create yourself). 
FamilySearch allows you to add reason state-
ments to explain your changes to other users; 
read more at <www.familysearch.org/blog/en/
correct-mistakes-family-tree>.

Other sites (including Ancestry.com and 
MyHeritage) have trees built and operated by 
individual users, so you can’t edit them direct-
ly. But you might consider contacting the other 
user via the site’s internal messenger to let them 
know about your findings. You might also notice 
errors with record transcriptions or indexes 
themselves. Learn how to record and fix them 
at Ancestry.com at <www.familytreemagazine.
com/websites/ancestr y-help/f ixing-record-
errors-ancestry-com>. �

Andrew Koch is the editor of Family Tree Magazine. As 
one might guess from the beginning of this article, misat-
tributed quotes are one of his pet peeves.

� Learn about the 
most popular online 
family trees at <www.
familytreemagazine.
com/websites/genealogy-
in-online-family-trees>.
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ida. One sizable group who remained were the Muskogee 
Creek, who arrived in the region by the 1700s and became 
known as the Seminole (from the Muskogee simanó-il or 
the Spanish Cimarrón). Other groups included the Pensac-
ola, Yuchi and Choctaw.

In 1763, Great Britain received Florida in exchange for 
the port city of Havana, Cuba, as part of a peace treaty 
with Spain. The Crown separated the region into two 
separate colonies: East and West Florida, divided by the 
Apalachicola River. 

Florida remained sparsely populated, though its geo-
graphical location made it a battleground for competing 
national interests. Spain controlled Florida after American 
independence, but Spanish and US settlers fought over the 
land, especially West Florida (comprising much of the pan-
handle and land well north into modern Mississippi and 
Alabama). Spanish Florida became a safe haven for run-
away US slaves, who were granted freedom if they adopted 
Catholicism upon arriving.

Tensions resolved with the Adam–Onís Treaty in 
1821, which formally granted the whole of Florida to the 
United States. The US government organized the area 

into a single territory the next year, opening it for 
more fervent settlement. 

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 set into 
motion numerous forced migrations of 

Native peoples out of the American 
Southeast. In 1832, the Seminole in 
Florida were forced to sign a treaty 
that relocated them to Oklahoma. 
Some refused; Seminole tribes and 
the US government engaged in mul-

tiple armed conflicts throughout the 
19th century in the “Seminole Wars” 

(1817–1818, 1835–1842, 1855–1858). The 
Seminole, one of the “Five Civilized Tribes,” 

FLORIDA’S SUNNY BEACHES AND TROPICAL CLI-
MATE make it a coveted vacation and retirement hub 
today, but that wasn’t always the case. Hurricanes, heat, 
swamps, geopolitical conflict, and even marauding scala-
wags made early settlement on the peninsula di�cult, if 
not impossible. 

But settlers came all the same—from other Spanish colo-
nies, from other US states, and even from the Caribbean. 
Read on for a brief history of the Sunshine State and how 
to research your ancestors who have left their marks there.

FLORIDA: A HISTORY
Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de León was the first Euro-
pean known to step foot in what is now Florida. Having 
arrived in the Easter season, he named the area “Florida” 
after the Spanish Pascua Florida (“season of flowers”), in 
reference to the land’s lush vegetation.

An inhospitable climate, bad weather, raids from other 
European powers, and conflict with pirates and Native 
populations hampered settlement for decades after de 
León’s expedition. Both Spain (in Pensacola) and France 
(in Fort Caroline, near modern Jacksonville) failed to 
establish early lasting colonies. 

St. Augustine, the Spanish settlement 
founded in 1565, marked the first successful 
foothold of a European power in the area. 
The city today remains the oldest, con-
tinually inhabited settlement founded 
by Europeans in the modern contigu-
ous United States. 

Though indigenous cultures 
(including the Calusa, Ais, Mayaimi, 
Tequesta and Tocobaga) had lived in 
Florida for thousands of years, much of 
the Native population had died of disease 
or migrated during Spanish control of Flor-
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by ANDREW KOCH
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would go on to be recorded in the Dawes Rolls of the late 
19th and early 20th century.

Florida was admitted as a state in 1845. At the time, 
nearly half the state’s population was enslaved. Heavily 
pro-slavery and reliant on the institution, the state joined 
the Confederacy in 1861, but was spared the widespread 
destruction that other states experienced. 

The population of Florida changed greatly in the 
20th century. A land boom in the 1920s attracted new 
residents from around the country, while systemic dis-
crimination and segregation led to many African Ameri-
cans leaving as part of the Great Migration. Meanwhile, 
political unrest drove many Cubans and others from the 
Caribbean to the state. 

Later in the century, the advent of air-conditioning 
attracted many people (particularly retirees from north-
ern and eastern states) to migrate, and Florida’s tourism 
industry has boomed with its many beaches and attrac-
tions (notably theme parks and Cape Canaveral). 

LIVING AMONG THE PALM TREES
Florida first mandated statewide registration of births and 
deaths in 1899, but record-keeping wasn’t widespread until 
about 1917. Birth and death records pre-dating mandatory 
registration are spotty, but do exist as early as 1865. 

Births less than 100 years old and deaths less than 50 
are held by the Bureau of Vital Statistics; privacy laws 
restrict access only to qualified family members and 
representatives. But you can request any surviving old-
er records from the bureau or from local county health 
departments. 

Ancestry.com and FamilySearch both have an index to 
Florida deaths that spans from 1877 to 1998 <www.family-
search.org/search/collection/1946805>, and FamilySearch 
has a few other death record collections (some with linked 
images). FamilySearch also has a relatively short index 
to birth and baptism records from 1880 to 1935 <www.
familysearch.org/search/collection/1674799>. 

Counties generally kept marriage records from the time 
of their creation, but statewide registration wasn’t imple-
mented until 1927. County clerks of court have records 
from before 1927, while the Bureau of Vital Statistics holds 

1513
Spaniard Juan Ponce de 
León explores the region 
and claims it for Spain

1565
St. Augustine, the �rst 
permanent European 
settlement in the con-
tiguous United States, 
is founded

1763
Great Britain gains 
control of the area, 
dividing it into West 
and East Florida

1783
Spain regains control of 
Florida, but US settlers 
encroach on the land

1821
The United States for-
mally annexes both East 
and West Florida, and 
creates a united Florida 
Territory the next year

those created after. Ancestry.com and FamilySearch each 
have collections of marriage records and indexes.

SUNSHINE CENSUSES
Florida first appeared in the US federal census in 1830 as 
a territory, and several genealogy websites host searchable 
federal censuses online. 

Prior to becoming part of the United States, the land was 
enumerated in various years by Spain. These censuses are 
bound up with other administrative data from the 1783–
1821 period of Spanish rule in the East Florida Papers, 

FLORIDA

M
IG

U
EL

 S
A

LA
S/

N
PS

FTM 0122.indb   34 11/17/21   10:42 AM

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1946805
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1946805
http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1674799
http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1674799


35family treemagazine.com

1832
Most of the Seminole 
are forced to relocate  
to Oklahoma

1845
Florida becomes the 
27th state

1861
Florida secedes from the 
Union; it’s readmitted 
in 1868

1926
Gilchrist County is 
formed from Alachua 
County, the last major 
shift in Florida’s county 
boundaries

1992
Hurricane Andrew 
strikes Florida as a  
Category 5 storm

Cypress trees  
at Everglades  
National Park

a collection held by the Library of Congress. (The lone 
US territorial census of Florida, taken in 1824, has been 
almost entirely lost.)

Florida took several of its own state censuses (includ-
ing in 1885, 1935 and 1945), a potential boon for research-
ers. You can find those three enumerations indexed 
and imaged on FamilySearch and MyHeritage; original 
records are housed at the National Archives (1885) or 
Florida State Archives (1935, 1945).

Earlier state censuses (1845, 1855, 1867 and 1875) only 
survive for select counties. These fragments are included 

with the later extant censuses in an Ancestry.com collec-
tion <www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1506>. 

OTHER RECORDS
Continue researching your Floridian ancestors in these 
documents:

l Land Records: Florida is a public-land state, meaning
the US government owned and sold most of the land within 
its borders. Before Florida joined the Union, though, Spain 
encouraged its residents to apply for land grants from that 
government. The United States had to honor those Span-
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ish land claims after annexing Florida; you can find related 
documents at Florida Memory <www.floridamemory.com/
discover/historical_records/spanishlandgrants>. You can 
find (US) federal land patents as well as tract books and 
survey plats at the Bureau of Land Management’s Gen-
eral Land O�ce <glorecords.blm.gov>. Subsequent sales 
between private individuals or businesses would have been 
recorded by the county clerk of the circuit court.

l Military Records: Find Civil War service records for
Floridians in both the Confederacy and Union at Ancestry.
com, MyHeritage and FamilySearch, as well as through 
Fold3 <www.fold3.com> and the Civil War Soldiers and 
Sailors System <www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sail-
ors-database.htm>. Florida Memory has a Confederate 
pension application index (also on FamilySearch), brows-
able-by-name militia muster rolls, and WWI service cards 
<www.floridamemory.com/discover/historical_records>. 

l Newspapers: Florida’s newspaper industry dates to
1783, when a Loyalist published the short-lived East Florida 
Gazette. The Florida Digital Newspaper Library <ufdc.ufl.
edu/newspapers> includes 1.5 million pages of print, col-
lected from the P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History and 
several other organizations. Find additional free historical 
newspapers at Chronicling America <chroniclingamerica.
loc.gov>.

l Church Records: Once part of Spain, Florida had
large Catholic populations from early in its history. In 
fact, the enslaved from the United States seeking freedom 
in Spanish land were granted it if they agreed to adopt 
Catholicism. Settlers from the United States and Protestant 
Europe brought their belief systems with them, leading to 
larger followings of Baptists, Methodists, Episcopalians 
and more. Florida Memory has digitized the Works Proj-
ects Administration’s extensive survey of churches in Flor-
ida <www.floridamemory.com/discover/historical_records/
churchrecords>, and you can find published histories of 
specific religious communities in the state using WorldCat 
<www.worldcat.org> or the FamilySearch Catalog <www.
familysearch.org/search/catalog>. As discussed earlier, 
FamilySearch has statewide collections of births/christen-
ings, deaths/burials and marriages.

l City Directories: The Family History Library holds
20th-century city directories for Miami and Jacksonville, 
and the State Library of Florida has several from throughout 
the state. Florida is also included in Ancestry.com’s <www.
ancestry.com/search/collections/2469> and MyHeritage’s 
<www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10705/us-city-
directories> collections of indexed US city directories.

Andrew Koch is the editor of Family Tree Magazine.

TOOLKIT

Websites
Cyndi’s List <www.cyndislist.com/us/�>

Documenting the American South <docsouth.unc.edu>

FamilySearch Research Wiki: Florida <www.familysearch.
org/wiki/en/Florida,_United_States_Genealogy>

FLGenWeb Project <www.�-genweb.org>

Florida Digital Newspaper Library <ufdc.u�.edu/
newspapers>

Florida Memory <www.�oridamemory.com>

Linkpendium: Florida <www.linkpendium.com/�-
genealogy>

Publications
African Americans in Florida by Maxine D. Jones (Pine-
apple Press)

The Complete Seminole by John E. Ernest (Genealogical 
Publishing Company)

A Concise History of Florida by James C. Clark (The His-
tory Press)

Florida Atlas of Historical County Boundaries edited by 
John H. Long (Charles Scribners Sons)

The History of Florida by Michael Gannon (University of 
Florida Press)

Archives & Organizations
The Florida Historical Society <www.my�oridahistory.org>

The Florida State Genealogical Society <www.�sgs.org>

Florida State Library and Archives <dos.my�orida.com/
library-archives>

National Archives at Atlanta <www.archives.gov/atlanta>

P.K. Yonge Library of Family History <ufdc.u�.edu/
PKYONGE>

St. Augustine Historical Society <www.saintaugustine
historicalsociety.org>

University of Florida Digital Collections <ufdc.u�.edu>

FLORIDA
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In addition to inviting white migrants, these French 
industries also introduced Blacks of African descent into 
the territory as enslaved labor during the early 18th cen-
tury. Blacks became the primary workforce in the region’s 
growing industries, notably mining and agriculture. 

In 1762, Spain gained control of the Louisiana territory 
after the French and Indian War (Seven Year’s War), then 
secretly returned the region to France in 1800. In 1803, the 
United States nearly doubled its territory in the Louisiana 
Purchase, which included modern Missouri. 

With its navigable waterways and connections to other 
parts of the country, Missouri was a launchpad for many 
passages and nicknamed the “Gateway to the West.” Lewis 
and Clark embarked on their historic expedition from St. 
Louis in 1803, and the famous California, Oregon and Santa 
Fe Trails each began in Independence, Mo. The US govern-
ment formed the Territory of Missouri in 1812, including in 
it a large swath of the Louisiana Purchase.

Missouri was at the crossroads of not just east and west, 
but also North and South and was admitted to the Union as 
a slave state as part of the Missouri Compromise of 1820. The 
deal, struck to settle divisions in Congress over the expansion 

of slavery into new territories, also admitted the (free) 
state of Maine and established the 36°30’ parallel 

as the southernmost point of Louisiana Ter-
ritory that would permit slavery—with the 

exception of Missouri. Missouri was also 
key in the pivotal Dred Scott v. Sanford
decision in 1857, as Dred Scott filed for 
his freedom in a St. Louis court. 

During the Civil War, Missouri 
(though a slave state) remained in 

the Union. Sentiments were divided 
as Missourians served on both sides of 

the conflict, and many battles took place 
within the state. 

MANY LINEAGES TIE BACK TO MISSOURI. Countless 
travelers, drawn by prospects out west or the vast tracks 
of land in the Midwest, navigated through the state or 
became permanent settlers. Many left behind a trail of 
documents that give clues about their lives.

But to understand the state’s genealogy records, we must 
first learn about the state’s history, evolution and even 
boundaries. Read on for a guide to researching your ances-
tors in the “Show Me” State.

MISSOURI’S BEGINNINGS
Missouri’s rich history was shaped by several compet-
ing countries. France, Spain, and the United States each 
aspired to gain Missouri’s land for profit. 

Missouri is named for the Missouria tribe, one of the 
numerous indigenous societies that lived in the region 
before European occupation. Notably, the pre-Columbian 
city of Cahokia lay directly across the Mississippi from 
modern St. Louis, and was a center of trade. 

As indigenous societies continued to be pressed west-
ward or ravaged by disease, Missouri’s landscape swiftly 
became home to white settlers. French-Canadian Louis 
Jolliet and Jesuit missionary Jacques Marquette 
were the first Europeans documented in the 
area, navigating the upper Mississippi Riv-
er Valley in 1673. 

Drawn by fur-trading prospects, 
René-Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle 
claimed the whole Louisiana Terri-
tory for France a few years later in 
1682. This encouraged settlements 
along the Mississippi River bank, 
including Ste. Genevieve (c. 1735) and 
St. Louis (1764). Additional settlements 
expanded along the Missouri River and its 
tributaries. 

R E S E A R C H  G U I D E

by LADONNA GARNER
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1821

FIRST FEDERAL CENSUS: 
1830

BIRTH AND DEATH RECORDS BEGIN:
1910

MARRIAGE RECORDS BEGIN:
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CONTACT FOR VITAL RECORDS: 
Mo. Bureau of 
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After the war, the state supported an influx of migrants, 
including (but not limited to) those from Germany, Ire-
land and Italy, and the formerly enslaved from the South. 
Missouri’s numerous record repositories today reflect the 
diverse ethnic and cultural influences that have shaped the 
state’s history.

VITAL RECORDS
Missouri didn’t enact statewide registration of births and 
deaths until 1910. An earlier attempt at standard registra-
tion in 1883 failed after just 10 years due to limited com-
pliance, and the Missouri State Archives have an index 
of these early records <s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/
archivesdb/birthdeath/#searchdb>. A guide is also avail-
able at <www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/Archives/resources/
pre_1910_births_deaths.pdf>, charting surviving record 
availability by county and time period. 

Post-1910 birth records are under privacy restrictions 
and are only available to authorized family members or 
representatives upon request through the Bureau of Vital 
Records. The same is true for post-1910 death records less 
than 50 years old, but they’re transferred to the Missouri 
State Archives after that window of time. See a digital 
collection of them at <s1.sos.mo.gov/records/Archives/
ArchivesMvc/DeathCertificates#searchDB>. 

Missouri began requiring marriage licenses in 1881 
at the county level, and did not require them at the state 
level until 1948. Some counties may have earlier records, 
though, from the county’s foundation. Contact the record-
er of deeds o�ce in the county the event took place for 
marriage records, and request divorce records from the 
circuit clerk o�ce where the action was filed.

COUNTING MISSOURIANS
Individuals residing in the Upper Mississippi Valley were 
counted in a variety of censuses, reflecting the broader 
history of the region: territorial, state, and federal. 

The first known census was of Ste. Genevieve in 1752, 
followed by various Spanish enumerations between 1770 
and 1797. France again enumerated the territory when it 
regained control in 1800 and 1803. 

As a US territory, Missouri was enumerated every two 

1682 
René-Robert Cavalier, 
Sieur de La Salle claims 
Louisiana for France

1735 
The French settle  
Ste. Genevieve on  
the west banks of the 
Mississippi River

1762
Spain gains control of 
Louisiana; they return it 
to France in 1800

1803
The United States 
purchases the Louisiana 
Territory from France

1812
The Territory of 
Missouri is established, 
containing much of  
the land from the  
Louisiana Purchase

years from 1814 to 1820, but of these only 1818 Ste. Gene-
vieve records survive. Upon statehood, Missouri conduct-
ed several state censuses including every four years from 
1840 through 1876. 

The land in what is now Missouri appeared in both the 
1810 and 1820 federal censuses, but records have not sur-
vived. As a result, Missouri’s earliest surviving federal 
census is 1830, the first in which it was recorded as a state. 

The Missouri State Archives have a searchable database 
of some surviving nonfederal census entries at <s1.sos.
mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/census/Default.aspx>. 
You can find federal censuses variously at Ancestry.com 
<www.ancestry.com>, FamilySearch <www.familysearch.
org>, MyHeritage <www.myheritage.com> and more. 

LANDS OF OPPORTUNITY
After admittance into the United States, the population 
of Missouri (a public-land state) rapidly expanded. Land 
o�cers sold available land to eager settlers, while other 
o�cials worked to verify French and Spanish land-grant 
claims that pre-dated the Louisiana Purchase. 

The state’s land records vary in purpose and format, includ-
ing but not limited to land patents, tract books, and warranty 
deeds. Navigating land transactions requires an understand-
ing of when the land was purchased and who sold it. 

The Missouri State Archives o¡er a searchable database of 
land record transcriptions covering transactions from 1777 
to 1969 at <s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/land>. 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) <glorecords.blm.
gov> o¡ers a searchable index to patent records for land-
owners who purchased from the US government.

Private land transactions were recorded at the recorder 
of deeds o�ce in the county of interest and may not be avail-
able online. FamilySearch has browse-only collections for 
many counties, searchable by a grantor-to-grantee index. 
The Missouri State Archives maintain an inventory of 
county court records at <www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/
county/croll>, which can serve as a finding aid.

For help in finding county-level records, study how 
county boundaries shifted over time, and the “parent” 
counties of newly formed jurisdictions. For example, 
St. Louis City separated from St. Louis County in 1876, 
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1821
As part of the Missouri 
Compromise, Missouri 
becomes the 24th state 

1836
Missouri annexes its 
modern northwest 
corner as a result of 
the Platte Purchase, 
acquired from  
various tribes

1849
The California Gold Rush 
sparks mass westward 
migration, notably 
through Independence, 
St. Joseph, St. Louis and 
Kansas City

1876
The city of St. Louis 
separates from St. Louis 
County, the last major 
change to Missouri’s 
county boundaries

1965
The Gateway Arch is 
completed in St. Louis

The St. Louis Arch and 
the Mississippi River
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creating complexities for researchers. Many of the records 
were retained within the parent county’s repositories.

SHOW ME MORE RECORDS
Missourians were also documented in other kinds of 
records that are frequently overlooked by researchers. 
Here are some documents to consider:

l Citizenship Records: Naturalization papers required
foreign-born Missourians to file two sets of paperwork. 
Before 1906, they could file at any municipal, county, state or 
federal court, so examine courts nearest an ancestor’s cur-
rent and former residence(s). (After 1906, when the process 
was federalized, records were kept only in the local federal 
court.) Ancestry.com o¡ers an index of naturalizations in 
the Western District (including Missouri <www.ancestry.
com/search/collections/2494>, and the National Archives 
has an index of St. Louis naturalizations <www.archives.
gov/kansas-city/finding-aids/naturalization-st-louis.html>.

l  Military Records: Missourians served their country in
various skirmishes and wars. The Missouri State Archives 
holds numerous military documents from the War of 1812, 
Civil War (both Union and Confederate) and other conflicts, 
including service cards, muster rolls, and payrolls <www.
sos.mo.gov/archives/pubs/archweb/military>. A search-
able Soldiers Records database at <s1.sos.mo.gov/Records/
Archives/ArchivesDb/soldiers> contains transcripts and 
images of original service cards. 

l Maps: Historical maps that recorded the developing
territory of Missouri are quite useful in navigating ancestral 
locations. The Library of Congress’ Map Collection <www.
loc.gov/maps> o¡ers a plethora of maps. Sanborn fire insur-
ance maps, street-level views of neighborhoods, are also 
available through the Library of Congress and the Univer-
sity of Missouri <library.missouri.edu/specialcollections/
collections/show/43>. Learn about changing county 
boundaries with <www.mapofus.org/_iframe/mo-maps.
htm> or the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries <digital.
newberry.org/ahcb/pages/Missouri.html> (see page 64). 

l Newspapers: The first newspaper published in Mis-
souri was the Missouri Gazette in 1808. Today, surviving 
historical newspapers are housed at The State Historical 
Society of Missouri’s Columbia Research Center (SHSMO) 
<www.shsmo.org/collections/newspapers>, complete with an 
index. Online access is available through the Missouri Digi-
tal Newspaper Project <www.shsmo.org/collections/news-
papers/mdnp> or (for some titles) the Library of Congress’ 
Chronicling America site <chroniclingamerica.loc.gov>.

LaDonna Garner, M.A., is a historical consultant, researcher and 
speaker in Southeast Missouri. Her current adventures regard 
forgotten communities for a greater understanding of cultural 
heritage.

TOOLKIT

Websites
Cyndi’s List: Missouri <www.cyndislist.com/us/mo>

FamilySearch Research Wiki: Missouri <www.family
search.org/wiki/en/Missouri,_United_States_Genealogy>

“Indigenous Tribes of Missouri: Missouri’s Native 
Peoples” <libguides.je�co.edu/missouritribes>

Linkpendium: Missouri <www.linkpendium.com/
mo-genealogy>

Missouri Digital Heritage <www.sos.mo.gov/mdh>

Missouri Digital Newspaper Project <www.shsmo.org/
collections/newspapers/mdnp>

MoGenWeb <www.mogenweb.org>

Publications
“Immigrant Experience Research Guide,” The State 
Historical Society of Missouri <www.shsmo.org/research/
guides/immigrant>

Missouri’s Black Heritage, revised edition by Lorenzo J. 
Greene, Gary R. Kremer, and Antonio F. Holland (Univer-
sity of Missouri Press)

Missouri: The Heart of the Nation, 4th edition by Wil-
liam E. Parrish, Lawrence O. Christensen, and Brad D. 
Lookingbill (Wiley-Blackwell)

The Tribes of Missouri Part 1: When the Osage & 
Missouria Reigned by Ron Soodalter (Missouri Life 
Magazine) <missourilife.com/the-tribes-of-missouri-part-
1-when-the-osage-missouria-reigned>

Archives & Organizations
Midwest Genealogy Center <www.mymcpl.org/
genealogy>

Missouri Historical Society <www.mohistory.org/society>

Missouri State Archives <www.sos.mo.gov/archives>

National Archives at Kansas City <www.archives.gov/
kansas-city>

Ozarks Genealogical Society <ozarksgs.org>

The State Historical Society of Missouri  
<www.shsmo.org>

St. Louis County Library, History & Genealogy <www.
slcl.org/genealogy>

MISSOURI
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DISCOVER 
YOUR ANCESTOR’S 

OCCUPATION 
USING THESE 
12 SOURCES. 

by LINDSEY HARNER

ANCESTORS
WORKat
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1 FEDERAL CENSUSES
The 1820 and 1840 censuses asked how many resi-
dents of the household were engaged in various cat-
egories of industry (manufacturing, agriculture and 

commerce). But the 1850 US census—notable for being the 
first to list non-heads of household by name—was also the 
first to record specific occupations.

Later census records continued to ask about occupa-
tions, and provided even more details about employment. 
Beginning in 1880, for example, the census asked how 
many months a person was unemployed in the last year. 

A column asking for a worker’s specific industry was 
added in 1910. That census also asked if workers were 
employees, employers, or working on their own account 
(i.e., self-employed). The broad-level industry informa-
tion is important because this will potentially lead to 
more record sources. For example, was one of your ances-
tors employed by the railroad industry? The Nation-
al Archives at Atlanta holds records for the Railroad 
Retirement Board <www.archives.gov/atlanta/public/
railroad-retirement-board-records>. 

The 1940 census is an especially rich resource for find-
ing employment data. A series of questions asked about 
employment status, including: workers’ involvement 
in federal programs such as the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC), the number of hours worked each week, the 
duration of unemployment (if any), the number of weeks 
worked in 1939, and the amount of wages earned in 1939. 
The soon-to-be-released 1950 census carried over many of 
these questions.

Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com> and the free Famil-
ySearch <www.familysearch.org> provide access to surviv-
ing federal census records. The former also has a touring 
feature that walks users through details found in census 
records. It even provides additional information, such as FA
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W ork was an important part of your ancestor’s daily life, and 
learning what they did for a living will help you understand 
how they spent much of their time. Occupations also helped 
determine a person’s socio-economic status and role in the 
community. And work wasn’t limited just to men—Women 

often worked before they were married or if they were widowed or divorced at a 
young age, and children (both boys and girls) may have worked to help support 
the family. 

Most importantly, an ancestor’s occupation can be a distinguishing charac-
teristic that makes them easier to locate in record collections. This is particu-
larly helpful if they had a common name, or if they lived in a heavily populated 
urban area. 

You can uncover occupations in a variety of documents. What follows are 12 
di¡erent sources that often reveal an ancestor’s occupation, some of which may 
also provide other fascinating details about the work they performed. (For infor-
mation on how to research occupational records themselves, see page 58.)
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annual income in the 1940 census adjusted for 
inflation. View a record image from the 1940 
census on Ancestry.com, then click Start in the 
“There’s more to discover in this record” box.

2 STATE CENSUSES
Most states conducted a state census 
at least once in their history, and many 
states completed several of them. (The 

only states that never conducted a census are 
Connecticut, Idaho, Kentucky, Montana, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Vermont and 
West Virginia.) Those that survive can provide 
information about your ancestors in the years 
between federal censuses.

Contents of state censuses vary, but respon-
dents’ occupations might be among them. New 
York State, for example, conducted a total of 11 
statewide censuses between 1790 and 1925. The 
records from 1855 and later include the occupa-
tions of respondents. 

For a complete list of state censuses, visit 
<w w w.census.gov/histor y/w w w/genealogy/

other_resources/state_censuses.html>. Ances-
try.com and FamilySearch both hold some of 
these state census records, while others may 
only be available at the state archives.

3 CITY DIRECTORIES
A typical listing in a city directory 
includes the name of the head of a house-
hold, their address, occupation, and, in 

many cases, the specific company where they 
were employed. That latter piece can be espe-
cially useful. For example, a local historical 
society may have information about the compa-
ny, which can o¡er more insight into the type of 
work your ancestor performed. If your ancestor 
was a business owner, a city directory may also 
include an advertisement for their business. 

Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com/search/
collections/2469> and MyHeritage <www.
myheritage.com/research/collection-10705/us-city-
directories> each have huge collections of city 
directories. Or contact the local city or county 
historical society for possible physical copies.

4 NEWSPAPERS
Newspaper archives hold seemingly 
endless possibilities for information 
about your ancestor, and occupation 

is no exception. You could learn about an 
injury an ancestor sustained at work, involve-
ment in a local chapter of a labor union, or a 
retirement announcement. Or perhaps your 
entrepreneurial ancestor advertised his or her 
business’ services in the newspaper, or bought 
a classified ad when looking for new employ-
ees. If your ancestor worked in government, 
you might even learn his salary. Marriage 
announcements and obituaries often mention 
where the subject was employed, and some-
times the duration of their employment. Don’t 
forget to search newspapers for your ances-
tor’s employer, as well.

There are numerous websites that o¡er access 
to digital newspaper archives, both free and for 
a fee. Subscription sites include GenealogyBank 
<www.genealogybank.com>, Ancestry.com’s 
Newspapers.com <www.newspapers.com>, and 
NewspaperArchive <www.newspaperarchive.
com>. Free newspapers are available at the 
Library of Congress’ Chronicling America 
<chroniclingamerica.loc.gov>, state archives, 
and (for cardholders) public libraries. FA
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1939 city directory 
for East Liverpool, 
Ohio (above, from 
MyHeritage) and 
listing for local 
businesses in the 
Lawrenceville [Penn-
sylvania] Herald
in the late 1800s 
(right)
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5 BIRTH CERTIFICATES
The availability of a birth certificate and 
the information it contains will depend 
on the time period and the state where 

the birth occurred. But a birth certificate could 
contain the occupations of the child’s parents. 
Some states began issuing birth and death cer-
tificates in the late 19th century, but others 
didn’t begin until well into the 20th century. 

Sites like Ancestry.com and FamilySearch 
hold some states’ records. But if you’re unable 
to find what you’re looking for online, you may 
need to contact the state agency that holds the 
vital records where the birth occurred. The 
names of these agencies vary by state, but is usu-
ally the state’s department of health, or o�ce of 
vital statistics. 

If you know the specific county or town 
where the birth occurred, try contacting the 
county or town clerk first. They may be able to 
provide you with the record more quickly than 
the state o�ce. However, due to privacy con-
cerns, there will likely be restrictions prevent-
ing records from being made available to the 
public until a certain amount of time has passed 
since the birth. 

6 DEATH CERTIFICATES 
Likewise, death certificates may include 
occupational information about the 
deceased, but details in records vary 

from state to state and across time. If a decedent 
was still working at the time of their death, their 
occupation may be listed on their death certifi-
cate, or it may only say “Retired” if they were 
no longer working. Be sure to look closely at the 
cause of death as well; if a person died because 
of an accident at work, this could be noted. 

Work was an important part of your ancestor’s daily 
life, and learning what they did for a living will help 
you understand how they spent much of their time.

� Read articles related to ancestral occupations 
from across the 20-plus-year history of Fam-

ily Tree Magazine <www.familytreemagazine.
com/occupational-records>.
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Access death certificates as you would birth 
certificates. If not available online, check 
with the appropriate state agency, county, or 
city clerk.

7 MARRIAGE RECORDS
Civil marriage records, such as an appli-
cation for a marriage license or a marriage 
registration, are more likely to provide 

occupational information than church marriage 
records. Earlier records may only have a fi eld 
for the groom’s occupation, while later records 
from the 20th century may ask for the occupa-
tions of both the bride and groom. (Unlike birth 
and death certifi cates, civil marriage records 
were often kept well before the 19th century.)

Ancestry.com and FamilySearch both con-
tain numerous collections that include marriage 
records, but many of these records can only be 
found o²  ine. If a record cannot be found in 
an online database, check with the courthouse 
or the historical society in the county where 
the marriage may have taken place. (Note that 
they’re sometimes kept separately from birth 
and death records, so you may need to contact 
di¡ erent state or county agencies.)

8 MILITARY RECORDS 
If your ancestor served, they left behind a 
trail of records that included information 
about his work before, during and after 

his service. Through sources like pensions and 
enlistment records, you can get a fuller picture of 
your ancestor’s life. (We’ll discuss draft 
registrations, another kind of mili-
tary record, in the next section.) 

Revolutionary War veterans who were still 
alive in 1818 may have been newly eligible for a 
pension under legislation passed at that time. To 
obtain this pension (the fi rst of the Revolution-
ary War to be extended beyond o�  cers or those 
who died or were disabled during the war), the 
former servicemen needed to provide testimony 
about their military service and demonstrate 
that they were fi nancially in need. The veteran’s 
occupation (or former occupation, if they were 
no longer able to work) may be included. Access 
to these records can be obtained with a sub-
scription to Fold3 <www.fold3.com/title/467/
revolutionary-war-pensions/description>.

Civil War veterans may also have been eli-
gible to receive a pension from the state where 
they lived, either for the Union or Confederacy. 
The information contained in these records will 
vary by state. For information on where to locate 
these records in each state that o¡ ered these pen-
sions, visit <www.archives.gov/research/military/
civil-war>. 

Enlistment records for those 
who served in the army dur-
ing a war or peacetime may also 
include the enlistee’s occupation. 

tip
Even if you � nd an ancestor’s occupation 
in a single record, continue to check 
other sources. Your ancestors may 
have changed careers at some point 
in their lives.
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Ancestry.com’s collection “U.S., Army, Regis-
ter of Enlistments, 1798–1914” <www.ancestry.
com/search/collections/1198> contains records 
of enlistments in the regular army, excluding 
those who signed up for the duration of a spe-
cific conflict. 

Other major US military conflicts that may 
have generated records include the War of 1812, 
the Mexican-American War, the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, and World Wars I and II.

9 DRAFT REGISTRATIONS
Even if your ancestor didn’t serve in the 
military, they may have been included 
in a draft registration if they were in the 

appropriate age range during a military conflict. 
During the Civil War, men between the ages of 

20 and 45 who lived in the Union were required 
to register for the draft, with some exceptions. 
These drafts began in 1863 and continued until 
1865. Registrants were asked to provide their 
occupation, among other information. (Note: 
Though the Confederacy also instituted a draft, 
records of it largely haven’t survived.)

The United States held three draft regis-
trations in 1917 and 1918 during World War I. 
Taken all together, these drafts required men 
between the ages of 18 and 45 to register. Occu-
pation and employer were included on the reg-
istration form.

Men of that same age range were required 
to register for the draft more than 20 years 
later during (and shortly before) World War 
II. In 1942, men between the ages of 45 and 64
who were not already in the military were also
required to register. These draft records ask for
information about the registrant’s employer.
Note that 1942 draft records are missing from a
handful of Southern states, as well as Maine.

You can find draft registration cards for both 
World Wars at Ancestry.com and FamilySearch, 
and MyHeritage has WWI draft cards <www.
myheritage.com/research/collection-10513/
u n i t e d - s t a t e s - w o r l d - w a r- i - d r a f t- r e g i s t r a -
tions-1917-1918>. Ancestry.com has a consolidat-
ed collection of Civil War draft records (mostly 
of the Union) at <www.ancestry.com/search/
collections/1666>.

10 FAMILY COLLECTIONS 
AND INTERVIEWS
Talk to older family members 
about what they know about your 

family’s history, and be sure to ask about ances-
tors’ occupations. Your relative might even have 
items related to a family member’s job in their 
collection of memorabilia. 

Keep an eye out for occupation-related mate-
rials in your family files or inherited archives. 
You never know what treasures you could 
stumble upon in an old trunk or someone’s attic: 
photos of an ancestor at work, an invitation to a 
retirement party, small tools used while on the 
job, personal letters or journals that describe 
the writer’s job. You might even find a business 
owner’s ledger that contains a list of transac-
tions and the cost of their services. 

11 WILLS
An individual’s will may or may not 
clearly identify their occupation. 
However, even if their occupation 

is not explicitly named in the document, there 
may be clues about their occupation in other 
documents that are generated during the pro-
bate process. 

WWI draft registra-
tion card, digitized 
on Ancestry.com
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ODD JOBS
When researching occupations from the 19th century or 
earlier, don’t be surprised if you come across a strange-
sounding occupation that you’re unfamiliar with. As 
technology and the economy changed, so did the names of 
common jobs—or even the jobs themselves.

You may not be surprised that “gaoler” once referred to a 
jailer, or a “brewster” to a beer manufacturer. But what of a 
“hind” (farm laborer), “lavender” (washer woman), “tipsta� ” 
(policeman), or “sawbones” (physician)? 

Other unfamiliar names might refer to occupations no 
longer common in the United States: “axle tree maker” (one 
who makes axles for coaches and wagons) or “peruker” 
(wigmaker).

Check out the following websites for de� nitions of other 
old occupations:

� Capital Area Genealogical Society <www.capital
areagenealogy.org/page_96f.htm>
� Family Tree Magazine: Old Occupations Glos-
sary <www.familytreemagazine.com/freebie/
old-occupations-glossary-free-download>
� RootsWeb <sites.rootsweb.com/~rigenweb/ocupaton.
html>
� USGenWeb <www.usgenweb.org/research/
occupations.html>

� Find state vital records and more with 
our state-by-state research guides 
<www.familytreemagazine.com/
explore-by-state>.
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For example, an inventory of the deceased 
person’s estate is usually taken to determine its 
total value. Their assets would be listed, which 
could include items relating to their profession. 
A farmer, for example, would likely possess a 
signifi cant number of livestock. A carpenter 
would probably own numerous woodworking 
tools necessary in carrying out their job. 

You can usually fi nd original wills at the 
courthouse of the county where the deceased 
person last lived. FamilySearch has wills for 
many locales among its probate records. (Note, 
however, that many are not indexed.) Search 
the catalogs at other sites like Ancestry.com to 
determine if they have probate records for your 
ancestor’s county or state.

12 PASSENGER LISTS
If you’re lucky, you may fi nd an 
occupation next to your ancestor’s 
name on a passenger list. Before 

1820, there were few regulations regarding 
record-keeping on ships. As a result, records 
were inconsistent, and few lists now survive. 
But with the Steerage Act of 1819, incoming ships 
were required to list passengers from foreign 
ports. Surviving records from the time period of 
1820 to 1891 are not as detailed as later records, 
but they often include passengers’ occupations. 

Passenger lists after 1891 are even easier to 
fi nd. With the Immigration Act of 1891, the fed-
eral government assumed control over immi-
gration, implementing more stringent record-
keeping and issuing standardized forms. The 
forms included occupational data of incom-
ing immigrants, as well as other data such as 
amount of money the passenger had in their 
possession and their planned fi nal destination 
in the United States.

If your ancestor arrived via New York City 
between 1820 and 1957, look for records of them 
through the free Ellis Island Foundation website 
<heritage.statueo� iberty.org/passenger>. Look for 
these records and passenger lists from other ports 
at FamilySearch, Ancestry.com and MyHeritage. 
(Learn more beginning on page 12). �

Lindsey Harner has been researching genealogy 
since 2013. She is the owner of Lindsey’s Histories <www.
lindseyshistories.com>, which provides professional 
genealogy research services throughout Pennsylvania 
and upstate New York.
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We genealogists spend most of our
time digging into the past. But, at some point, 
it’s a good idea for us to turn around and look 
into the future of those well-documented family 
trees and heirlooms.

Modern estate-planning professionals o¡er 
guidance for passing on our homes and financial 
assets to the next generation. Sadly, family trea-
sures and genealogy research are often omitted 
from any formal bequest.

Without a legacy plan, your carefully docu-
mented family tree may wither and die. And 
the boxes of old photos and documents you’ve 
spent a lifetime curating could be shipped 
o¡ to an antiques dealer. The old adage “You 
can’t take it with you” mocks every researcher 
without a plan for the future of their geneal-
ogy life work.

Begin planning for the future of your gene-
alogy by creating your own “genealogical will” 
or genealogy codicil. Such a document doesn’t 
need to be complicated, nor is it expensive to 
make. Another option is including language in 
your existing will—you do have a will, right?—
that grants authority over digital assets. The 
right details in any of the aforementioned allow 
your representative to access email, Facebook, 
etc., should it be necessary.

If you’ve inherited a family home or estate, you 
can understand the challenge of trying to honor 
a loved one’s wishes. Your family and heirs will 
appreciate your thoughtfulness in taking time 
to share yours. And you’ll rest assured that your 
digital life will be respectfully handled after 
you’re gone. 

This guide will show you how to create a 
genealogy will or codicil: how to organize your 
materials, and what items and accounts to 
include in it. 

GET ORGANIZED
Our ancestors’ estate typically included land, 
houses, livestock, crops, money and household 
goods. By contrast, a 21st-century estate usu-
ally focuses on real estate and financial assets. 
Unfortunately, family photos, documents and 
artifacts are grouped with “personal property” 
and given little individual attention. And “digi-
tal assets” are often overlooked entirely.

Be proactive by referencing specific genea-
logical items in your legacy-planning, and think 
of them as individual assets to mention in your 
will. Among your collection might be

� raw information (data)
� written reports and documents
� family photos and papers
� genealogy books or histories
� technology tools
Consider, too, where these materials are 

stored. (How else will people know where to 
find them?) 

Make a list in the form of an asset inventory, 
perhaps in a spreadsheet or a word-processor. 
Include physical materials (keepsakes, family 
trees, original documents) that you’d like to pass 
on to others, as well as digital accounts you’d 
like to share or have closed when you pass away.
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What’s a Codicil?
A will is straightforward enough to understand. But what’s 
a codicil? A codicil to a last will and testament is an amend-
ment or addition to the document, says California trusts and 
estates attorney Scott T. Holman. Like a will, a codicil should be 
witnessed by two disinterested parties. Holman recommends 
having the document prepared by an attorney to ensure its 
validity so your last wishes are ful�lled as you intended.

Create a “genealogy will”  
that outlines for your heirs what you’d like 
for your research after you’ve passed on.

by DENISE MAY LEVENICK

Being of Sound Mind...
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PHYSICAL

� Reference books

� Published genealogies

� Files, including family trees and records 
ordered from archives

� Research notes

� Computer and/or laptop and hard drives

� Scanners, digital cameras and accessories

� Family photos and albums

� Family diaries, letters, and journals

� Special family collections

� Handmade items 
(quilts, tablecloths, carvings)

� Lineage society memorabilia

� Scouting or club memorabilia

� Business photos and artifacts

� Jewelry, watches and rings

� Furniture

� Artwork

� Military medals and uniforms

� Antiques

DIGITAL

� Email

� Personal website

� Software and subscriptions

� Google

� Genealogy websites and DNA testing 
services

� Social media accounts

AT A GLANCE: Physical and Digital Genealogy Assets 
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Use the genealogy codicil template on page 
55 as a guide for sharing your final wishes for 
your genealogy.  

PHYSICAL GENEALOGY ASSETS
If you’ve been researching for more than a few 
years, you probably own research books and 
family history paperwork, in addition to family 
photos and heirlooms. It’s not necessary to list 
every title on your bookshelves (unless you have 
some special bequests). But do give your heirs 
some ideas if you’d like your materials passed 
on to your local genealogy society or research 
buddy, and indicate where to look for the di¡er-
ent pieces of your collection.

Your physical genealogy assets include those 
family treasures that you’ve inherited, as well as 
those from your own lifetime. See the sidebar on 
page 52 for a thorough (though not totally com-
prehensive) list of items you may want to include 
in your asset inventory.

Be sure to include the present location of each 
item, its significance, and any special bequests. 
Note the most important materials that you’d 
like passed on to your heirs. Write down the sto-
ry of the item’s place in your family history, and 
add photos or letters if you have them. 

This is also the time to move items to archival 
storage containers if you haven’t already done 
so. Include a handwritten note to the recipient 
and label the box.

Use your codicil to let your family know 
where to donate your genealogy library or writ-
ten family histories. You may need to do some 
homework to find a repository with interest and 
archive space to accommodate your materials. 
Don’t assume a library, museum, or society will 
be able to accept your legacy. Read our article on 
prepping your research for donation at <www.
family treemagazine.com/libraries-archives/
donate-genealogy-research>.

DIGITAL GENEALOGY ASSETS
In the past decade, the average genealogist’s 
digital footprint has grown faster than a tod-
dler’s shoe size. Free research sites, trial smart-
phone apps, and cloud storage are available with 
just a few clicks and a username, email address 
or even Facebook account. Decades of research 
may be bound up in your Ancestry.com <www.
ancestry.com> account, or squirrelled away in a 
password-protected desktop software program.

But all these usernames and passwords have 
a long life expectancy—long enough to outlast 
even their owners. So you’ll want to be meticu-
lous in including information about your digital 
assets in a genealogy will or codicil. Your next of 
kin (or your designated genealogy heir) will need 
access to your computer and online accounts. 

The process for gaining access to another 
person’s online account varies, but it usually 
isn’t a simple matter of asking the company 
for Dad’s login. It may take time and a lot of 
paperwork, so leaving behind your username 
and password will save your survivors quite a 
bit of time and allow them to more easily log in 
to your account, download what’s necessary or 
delete information. 

We often o¡er new genealogists the advice 
“Start at home.” This is a good first step for 
digital assets, as well: List all your active online 
subscription services, email accounts, and social 
media profiles. Start with software on your 
home computer and move on to online accounts.

For each digital asset, include:
� URL for account login (or login instructions)
� Username and password
� Instructions to delete: yes or no
� If no, how long to maintain
� Cost and how paid, including payment 

method 
Digital businesses recognize that heirs may 

need access to the inactive accounts of a person 
who has passed away. Check the services you 
use to see if they o¡er options to set up a legacy 
contact or beneficiary. 

Here are some special considerations for each 
of these common digital assets.

tip
Want to cut back on paperwork? Use 
password-management programs like 
1Password <www.1password.com> or 
LastPass <www.lastpass.com> to track 
multiple accounts under one login. Just 
remember to include instructions (e.g., 
your “master password”) for logging in! 

� For more guidance on what to do with family 
heirlooms, read <www.familytreemagazine.
com/preservation/heirloom-handoff-
handling-family-treasures>.
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tip
Have contingency plans for paid ser-
vices. Subscription companies might 
not let your heirs log in—or worse, 
might delete your information—if 
your method of payment dries up or is 
declined. Likewise, fees set for autopay 
will continue whether you’re alive or 
dead. Make note of which accounts 
require payment to access, as well as 
which are set up for autopay.

Email
List each email account. This is a good time to 
go back and delete old email accounts that have 
become inactive. Keep things simple for your-
self now (and for your heirs later) by maintain-
ing only accounts that you need.

Personal Website
If you own a website and/or blog, include the 
domain name registry, blog hosting platform, 
website access, blog email, and any other main-
tenance providers. If you would like your heirs 
to maintain your online presence for a cer-
tain amount of time (for example, two years), 
remember to leave a monetary bequest to pay 
for the cost.

If your blog has become dormant, consider 
downloading a printable archive or blog-to-
book printed book through a company such as 
Blurb <www.blurb.com>.

Subscription and Backup Software 
In the past decade, software access has moved 
steadily from one-time purchases to ongoing 
subscriptions. List all paid subscription general 
services such as O�ce 365 <www.office.com>, 
Adobe Cloud <www.adobe.com/creativecloud.
html> and Evernote <www.evernote.com>. And 
while you’re still living, review the list to cancel 
any services you no longer need.

Add access information for backup services, 
especially, such as Dropbox <www.dropbox.
com>, Carbonite <www.carbonite.com>, etc. 

These data sites are likely to hold genealogical 
databases, written reports, images and other 
crucial files. 

Your next of kin will have difficulty getting 
into a secure account, such as your Dropbox 
account, if you don’t provide adequate infor-
mation. Though they could simply check 
to see if your desktop is set up to link to a 
Dropbox account, they may need to contact 
Dropbox directly using information like your 
name, email address, and mailing address, 
plus their relationship to you (the deceased) 
and a copy of their government ID. Failing 
that, they’d need a court order that specifies 
you intended for them to have access to their 
files.

Google 
Because of how versatile it is, Google <www.
google.com> is worth mentioning separately. 
The search engine giant suggests users set up 
the Inactive Account Manager while they’re 
able to. This feature allows users to share 
account features with others, as well as to notify 
a designated contact if the user has been inac-
tive for a certain period of time. For example, 
you could designate your next of kin to have 
access to your mail, blog, Google Drive <drive.
google.com>, etc., only after you’ve been inac-
tive for six months.

To do so, log in to Google and click Man-
age Your Account, then Data and Privacy > 
More Options > Make a plan for your digital 
legacy. (Or simply go to your Google Account 
and search for Inactive Account Manager.) 
Step-by-step instructions will guide you to 
name a trusted contact who’ll be notified by 
email when the account has reached the des-
ignated time of inactivity in Google apps such 
as Gmail <mail.google.com>, Google Search, 
and YouTube <www.youtube.com>. Google 
will send you emails and even text messages 
before it contacts your next of kin after a peri-
od of inactivity, so you don’t need to worry 
about a false alarm.

The old adage “You can’t take it with you”  
mocks every researcher without a plan  
for the future of their genealogy life work.
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A Genealogical Codicil 
to the Last Will and Testament of 

To my spouse, children, guardian administrator and/or executor:
Upon my demise, I do hereby request that you DO NOT dispose of any or all of my research 

and genealogical materials, prepared personally by me or those prepared by others which 
may be in my possession, including but not limited to books, �les, notebooks, digital �les, 
computer programs, or materials stored in my family archive, known also as ______________

________________________________________ FOR A PERIOD OF ________ YEARS.
During this time period, please attempt to �nd one or more persons who would be willing 

to take custody of the said materials and the responsibility of maintaining and continuing the 
family histories and research. Please contact the persons listed below to inquire if they would 
be willing to take on the custody of these items.

I do not wish to place an undue burden on the executors of my estate; therefore, in the 
event you are unable to �nd someone to accept these materials, please contact a historical or 
genealogical organization to determine if they will accept some parts of all of my materials. 
(List of organizations and addresses below.)

It is my desire that you honor this wish to preserve my genealogical and historical research 
endeavors and pass them on to future generations.

This codicil was created by Denise May Levenick and published in How to Archive Family Keepsakes (Family Tree Books),  
adapted from many found on the internet forums and websites.

Signature: Date:

Witness: Date:

Witness: Date:

List of potential custodians

Contact:

Contact:

Contact:

List of potential organizations

Contact:

Contact:

Contact:
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tip
Though not a digital asset per se, 
don’t forget to include any login related 
to your Internet service provider and 
phone plan. 

Research and DNA Sites
Here’s how you can be a considerate bequeather 
if you have accounts at the following popular 
genealogy websites: 

� Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com>: A 
Support page <support.ancestry.com/s/article/
Managing-a-Deceased-Person-s-Account> lists 
specific requirements for next of kin wanting to 
access or request deletion of a deceased user’s 
account. 

� FamilySearch <www.familysearch.org>:
Accounts of deceased users at FamilySearch 
are disabled, and surviving family members 
cannot inherit or gain access to the account. 
Notify FamilySearch when your relative has 
passed away to have the account disabled. (Any 
information submitted to the Family Tree by a 
deceased user—as well as public-facing Memo-
ries—will remain on the site.)

� Family Tree DNA <www.familytreedna.
com>: DNA kits and accounts may be trans-
ferred to a named beneficiary when the account 
holder passes away. This person gains control of 
the account and can order further tests with any 
remaining DNA. Add beneficiary information 
to your online account and print a hard copy of 
your information by visiting your Contact Infor-
mation page, then Beneficiary Information.

� MyHeritage <www.myheritage.com>: First-
degree relatives such as a spouse, sibling, par-
ent, or child may ask to take over a family site 
or delete the MyHeritage account of a relative 
who has passed away. See the MyHeritage FAQ 
for current requirements to gain access <faq.
myheritage.com/en/article/the-site-manager-has-
passed-away-how-can-i-take-over-the-account>.

Another option is leaving behind your user-
name and password to the above, and instructing 
your beneficiary to either delete these accounts 
or maintain them for a certain amount of time. 
That will prevent them from having to request 
control of your account through customer ser-
vice, or from needing to be a named beneficiary.

Social Media Accounts
Social media accounts are a gold mine of person-
al information, from friends and family names 
to birthdates and lists of your favorite, well, 
everything—books, movies, TV shows, hobbies 
and more. 

Check the legacy practices of each social 
media site where you hold an account. Some, 

like Twitter <www.twitter.com>, simply delete 
accounts of users whose death has been con-
firmed, but others allow the user additional 
options. Be aware that privacy rules constantly 
change, and keep up-to-date on the current 
standards. For information, search a service’s 
help section for deceased or memorialization. 

Many genealogists have made family con-
nections and broken through brick walls 
using Facebook <www.facebook.com>. Pho-
tos, shared files, and saved posts may hold 
memories you’d like to preserve. With this 
mind, Facebook profiles of the deceased can 
be memorialized—essentially, frozen in time. 
Users can designate a legacy contact who will 
administer their memorialized account when 
the time comes. The legacy contact can also 
download an archive of the user’s content if 
that feature is turned on. 

Taking these proactive steps will help prevent 
your loved ones from the heartache and incon-
venience of your account getting hacked after 
you’re gone. Scammers target the accounts of 
deceased users to send phishing messages or 
target ads. 

Facebook’s partner service, Instagram <www.
instagram.com>, also memorializes the accounts 
of deceased users. The account will be locked 
against logins and content will remain posted. 
Confirmed family members can request that an 
Instagram account be removed by providing the 
proper documentation.

Creating a genealogy will or codicil (as well 
as a genealogy asset inventory) is a thought-
ful legacy. Your heirs will be grateful that you 
planned ahead so they could respectfully honor 
your wishes. �

Denise May Levenick is the author of How to Archive 
Family Keepsakes (Family Tree Books) and creator of The 
Family Curator website and blog <www.thefamilycurator.
com>. She researches and writes about family archives 
from her home in Southern California.
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DON’T FORGET TO RESEARCH PLACES in addition to people. Knowing where your ancestor lived is 
key to find records of him today. And by studying local histories, you can glean ideas of what a¡ect-
ed your ancestor’s daily life: social and economic pressures, weather patterns and natural disasters, 
major waves of migration, and more.

Use our tutorial for the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries (page 64) to trace your ancestor’s US 
hometown over time, and dip into resources like enumeration district maps to help you better find 
censuses and civil records. (See pages 22 and 68, respectively, for those in England.) �LI

BR
A

RY
 O

F 
CO

N
G

RE
SS

, G
EO

G
RA

PH
Y 

A
N

D
 M

A
P 

D
IV

IS
IO

N

treetips

1878 view of Hallowell, Maine
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S O U R C E  S P O T L I G H T

Occupational Records

Ancestors’ jobs can reveal so much about their lives. 
Occupations help you guess at a person’s income, 
daily life and social status. Work can explain migra-

tions, and it places people in communities of coworkers.
As such, work records can contain a wealth of genealogi-

cal clues. Whether you’re looking for your relatives’ stories 
or family tree details, it’s worth the work (on your part) to 
look for records about theirs.

DETERMINING OCCUPATIONS
Before fi nding occupational records, you need to know 
what your ancestors did for a living. You may already have 
this piece of information in various records, including:

Censuses: Beginning in 1850, the US census population 
schedule includes details about the respondent’s occupa-
tion. (The earlier 1820 and 1840 censuses asked only about 
what category of industry the respondent worked in.) The 
1880 census also asked how many months the person was 
unemployed. Starting in 1910, two columns described 
employment and three columns assessed whether the per-
son was an employer, employee, self-employed. The 1940 
census also inquired about participation in emergency 
work projects and total income in 1939. 

City directories: Ancestors’ year-to-year employment 
details often appear in city directories. These may list the 
type of work (“telegraph operator”) or the name of the 
employer (“New England Telegraph Company”) or both. 
Many major US cities had directories beginning in the 
1800s; rural areas may not have had them until the early 
1900s. Look for city directories at subscription genealogy 
websites Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com> and MyHer-
itage <www.myheritage.com>, and a smaller but grow-
ing collection at the free website FamilySearch <www.
familysearch.org>. Local libraries often have print collec-
tions of their old directories.

Draft registrations: Men who registered for the WWI 
draft were asked for their trade and employer. WWII draft 
registration cards requested the name and place of an 
employer. Look for WWI registrations on FamilySearch 
and Ancestry.com. All surviving WWII draft registra-
tions are available on Ancestry.com and Fold3 <www.fold3.
com>, with a growing collection on FamilySearch.

Obituaries: Newspaper death notices and accompany-
ing biographical summaries often include work history. 
It’s most common to fi nd obituaries for deaths since the 
later 1800s. Find millions of indexed obituaries at Fami-
lySearch or MyHeritage, or search your favorite digitized 
newspaper collections. Local libraries often maintain obit-

uary clipping fi les or indexes for residents. Relatives who 
passed away within the past couple of decades may have 
been memorized online; search for their names and the 
word obituary.

See the article on page 42 in this issue for more sources 
for fi nding your ancestor’s occupation.

Collect all the occupation clues you can from across 
a person’s lifespan. Jobs and employers (and therefore 
the records) may have changed over time. Pay close 
attention to wherever a person may have worked most 
recently or longest, as documentation may be stronger 
or more meaningful.

IDENTIFYING OCCUPATIONAL RECORDS
Throughout US history, industries have risen and fallen in 
prominence, but many left behind records of their workers 
if you know what to look for.

Farming dominated early US jobs. The daily work var-
ied by time period, crop, size of farm and the farmer’s sta-
tus (owner, tenant, sharecropper, paid laborer or enslaved 
worker). Special agricultural schedules alongside the 1850–
1880 federal censuses documented farmers’ improved and 
unimproved acreage; value of property and equipment; 
and the amount, value and description of livestock and 
produce. The 1880 agricultural census added the amount 
of acreage used for each crop, plus a distinction between 
landowners, tenants and sharecroppers.

Until slavery ended, millions of African Americans per-
formed forced labor, but it is often di�  cult to determine 
exactly what work individuals did. For the South, the 1850 
and 1860 slave schedules tally (unnamed) enslaved work-
ers by age, sex, color and enslaver name. These clues, along 
with additional research, may lead to informed guesses 
about daily work. Surviving farm or business records may 
be able to shed additional light. 

If your ancestor enslaved people, use the slave schedules 
to get a better picture of the laborers who supported that 
ancestor’s occupation and lifestyle.

After the Civil War, the Freedmen’s Bureau docu-
mented labor, apprenticeship and indenture contracts in 
the South. These may reveal ancestors’ locations, type 
of work, payments, and any subsequent issues reported 
about the arrangements. The Freedmen’s Bureau over- SO
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saw all kinds of Southern aid and Reconstruction e¡orts; 
if your relatives were working in any related capacity 
(health care, ministry, education, supply chain, etc.), they 
may be mentioned.

By 1880, less than half of US workers were farmers. Vari-
ous industries grew and then shrank: textile mills, min-
ing, railroads, lumbering, steel working, newspapers. Your 
ancestors’ manufacturing businesses may be described—
with details about products, raw materials, assets, capital 
invested, and numbers of employees—in the industrial or 
manufacturing schedules of US censuses (taken 1810–1820 
and 1850–1880).

Businesses themselves generated records that vary by 
time period, industry and the size of an enterprise. Large 
companies may have kept group payroll lists or—better 
yet—individual employee records with personal identify-
ing information; previous employment; wage and position 
history; and comments on performance and retirement. 
(See page 5 for one example.) Records may indicate reasons 
for changes in employment, such as moving, injury, strike, 
layo¡ or a woman’s marriage or pregnancy. Group payroll 
lists may capture some of this information, too.

Some companies also published newsletters, histo-
ries, employee manuals or promotional brochures. These 
may mention your relatives or show them in individ-
ual or group photos. The stories and pictures can help 
you understand their employees’ work environment, 
machinery, processes and work culture. You might see 
how production of goods or services changed during the 
time your relative worked there.

What about people who didn’t work at big companies? 
Farmers, midwives, clergy, millers, storekeepers, doctors 
and others sometimes kept ledgers or books detailing their 
professional activities, clients or patients, inventory and 
financial records. Because paper was precious, you might 
find personal and family details in these ledgers, too. 

Someone else’s business records may list your ancestor as 
a customer or client.

Various government o�ces created records about busi-
nesses, too. Local or state licenses may have been required 
for tavernowners, pharmacists, nurses, doctors, teach-
ers, attorneys, funeral directors and others. Licenses may 
document an applicant’s address, profession, licensing his-
tory and job history. Tax records might document ances-
tral residences year by year, along with fees paid and what 
property or income was being taxed. Litigation or bank-
ruptcy proceedings in court records may reveal stories and 
challenges about your relatives’ business dealings.

Government agencies themselves also employed people. 
Military service probably generated the most detailed, 
genealogically-rich paperwork. Documents range from 
draft registrations to service records to pension files. 
Learn more about them at <www.familytreemagazine.com/
category/records/military>. 

Federal civilian employees, including those who worked 
for the Depression-era Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
or Works Projects Administration (WPA) programs, also 
generated files with personal identifying and employment 
details. Postmasters and postmistresses generated records 
of appointment, which document the place, time and 
length of a relative’s service.

Professional, trade, labor and sporting organizations 
created their own records, too. Basic membership lists may 
only mention members and perhaps their addresses. But 
sometimes these records have more details, such as dues 
payments, organizational involvement, and professional 
activities or performance. Benefits organizations (such as 
for deaths or burials) would have created the most exten-
sive documentation, with birth and death, next-of-kin, 
work and health history information. 

FINDING OCCUPATIONAL RECORDS
Your success in finding ancestors’ job records depends on 
what was created, what has survived and how accessible 
they are today. Each of those factors, in turn, were a¡ected 
by other particulars of records creation and storage: the 
time, place, industry, diligence of records custodians, pri-
vacy regulations, and index or digitization status. 

Fast Facts
Coverage: Varies by industry and company

Jurisdiction where kept: Private company archives; 
local, state or regional archives; industry-speci�c archives 
or museums; National Archives (federal workers) 

Key details: Occupation; age; work history; address; 
income; marital status/next-of-kin information; physical 
description

Alternates and substitutes: State and federal popula-
tion schedules; city directories; organizational or fraternal 
records; tax records; obituaries

Throughout US history,  
industries have risen  
and fallen in prominence,  
but many left behind records 
of its workers if you know  
what to look for.
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Citation: “Colorado, Steelworks Employment Records, 1887–1979,” 
digital images, Ancestry.com (accessed 3 Nov 2021), citing Steelworks 
Center of the West employment records, entry for W.H. Dillon.

At a Glance: Employment Record

1  Identifying information in 
employment records may vary. 
This one includes name, signa-
ture, address, date and place of 
birth, citizenship, marital status, 
age and physical description.

2  Watch for notes about next 
of kin, like this request for the 
name, relationship and address 
of the applicant’s nearest 
relative, as well as dependent 
details.

3  Previous employment can tell 
you where a relative lived, what 
kind of work they did, and what 
additional companies might 
have kept records. 

4  Watch for codes and instruc-
tions that will help you under-
stand what you see. Here, letters 
correspond to HR-related events 
such as employment begin-
ning and the employee being 
transferred or laid o� .

S O U R C E  S P O T L I G H T

2

Front of record

Back of record

5
3

2

1
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Many special census schedules, including surviving 
slave, agricultural and industrial schedules, are online. 
Explore the 1850 and 1860 slave schedules at FamilySearch 
and Ancestry.com. Agricultural and industrial schedules 
have been compiled by Ancestry.com in “U.S., Selected 
Federal Census Non-Population Schedules, 1850–1880” 
<www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1276>.

Business records, especially those that remain in cor-
porate archives, may be open to research inquiries. If a 
company is still in business, search its website for a cor-
porate archive. (If companies have merged, reorganized or 
been sold, you may need to research the current company’s 
name.) Ask whether individual employee records survive 
for the time period, whether copies are available, and what 
additional resources can help you understand that person’s 
work experience there.

Many old business records are now in public, university, 
regional or private repositories. Search your web browser 
with keywords such as the name and location of the com-
pany and the type of work. Watch the search results for 
descriptions of that company’s records at an archive. For 
example, a search of Pullman Company Employee Records 
brings up the collection at Chicago’s Newberry Library 
<www.newberry.org/pullman-employee-records>.

ArchiveGrid <researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid> is a 
free online catalog with more than 7 million archival hold-
ings in over 1,400 libraries, archives and museums. Search 
it using occupations, employers and places as keywords. 
If you enter Dallas Texas textile mill, you’ll find an entry 
for a mill’s employee timekeeping lists and wages for 1937 
and 1938. Not all archival collections have been cataloged 
there, so ask historical societies and regional archives 
about original records for local businesses. 

Some kinds of records, such as manuscript collections, 
haven’t been digitized, so you’ll have to visit archives in 
person or hire the sta¡ or a local researcher. Further-
more, business record collections aren’t usually indexed, 
unless employee records happened to be kept alpha-
betically. The downside is that you’ll have to spend time 
searching for mentions of ancestors. The upside can be 
that you’ll get a fascinating new perspective on what it 
was like to work there.

What about civilians employed by the federal gov-
ernment? Request copies of O�cial Personnel Folders 
for civilian employees (1850–1951), including workers 
for WPA projects and the CCC, at <www.archives.gov/
st-louis/opf>. Researching a postmaster or -mistress? 

5  Work history notes can 
reveal the employee’s chang-
ing positions and pay rate; 
injuries; and employment 
disruptions and reasons for 
status change. 

� Find links to articles on researching specific occupations, 
from railroad workers to circus performers, at <www.
familytreemagazine.com/occupational-records>.

4
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Learn about appointment records at <www.archives.gov/
research/post-offices>.

DIGGING INTO RECORD SUBSTITUTES
Plenty of other records may provide context and clues 
about your ancestors’ working lives. Search local newspa-
per advertisements for stores, professional services, and 
cottage industries like boarding houses or laundries. Busi-
nesses and workers—from professional boxers to prosti-
tutes—appeared in news stories, too. (If you fi nd criminal 
activities, don’t forget to follow up in court records.)

How-to books for homemakers and a wide variety of 
occupations appeared in print over the decades. A guide 
to carpentry or home-preservation methods for your 
ancestor’s time period can provide insight into daily 
tasks and methods.

Those who built, invented, created or repaired 
things may have left behind material evidence. Artists, 
architects, musicians, writers, mapmakers and artisans 
may have signed their work. Engineers, tinkerers or inven-
tors could have fi led for patents. For those whose work 

went unsigned—think dressmakers, jewelers, milliners or 
blacksmiths—look instead for any surviving items that hint 
at the kinds of things they would have made.

Finally, seek out published articles or books about spe-
cifi c trades or industries, such as migrant agricultural 
workers or coal mining. Some histories even focus on 
regional industries (Chicago meatpacking) or those asso-
ciated with specifi c ethnicities (Chinese railway workers). 
Search for documentary fi lms on YouTube <www.youtube.
com> or at your local library. These will give you insight 
to your ancestor's daily routine, working conditions, and 
quality of life. �

Sunny Jane Morton

tip
Any US resident who worked a tax-paying job (or 
were married to someone who did) after 1937 would 
have been recorded in documents of a different 
kind: Social Security records. New applicants would 
have � lled out an SS-5 to enter into the program.

S O U R C E  S P O T L I G H T
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Picture Day

1 Reader Charlotte Flock owns 
this postcard. On the back is 
a (faint) stamp box with four 
square symbols in the corners 
with A-Z-O between them. 
Stamp boxes can be handy to 
date an image using the Playle 
site <www.playle.com/real-
photo>. This design dates from 
1924 to 1949. 

2  An arrow on the front points 
to a girl standing on a wire chair; 
the back identi� es her as Jewel 
Short. Ruby Jewel Short, born 23 
September 1911, started school 
at age 9 in Elmore City, Garvin 
County, Okla. She married in 
1928, then continued her educa-
tion in Elk City and Sayre. 

Clothing clues and good ole-fashioned research help date this school class photo.

3  The children are standing in 
front of a brick building with a 
skim-coated foundation and 
large windows. A Google Image 
<images.google.com> and eBay 
search <www.ebay.com> for 
Elmore City, Elk City and Sayre 
turned up no matches for the 
structure, nor did a search on the 
Oklahoma GenWeb site (OKGen-
Web) <www.okgenweb.net>. 

4  Look at clothes and hairstyle 
for additional clues. The students’ 
cold weather clothes suggest it 
was taken in late fall, and a girl in 
the back row wears a coat with 
a fur collar. Jewel wears her hair 
rolled to create a shorter style 
without bobbing her hair. 

5   Charlotte thinks Jewel’s 
brother Rollen (b. 1915) could be 
second from right in the back, 
and their sister Golda (b. 1909) 
could be third from right. If this 
was taken in 1924, the siblings 
Jewel (13), Golda (15) and Rollen 
(9) look to be the right age. �

P H O T O  D E T E C T I V E

Maureen A. Taylor
is the author of Family 
Photo Detective
(Family Tree Books).
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Tracing Borders with the Atlas 
of Historical County Boundaries 
The Atlas of Historical County Boundaries <digital.newberry.org/ahcb> can help you 
figure out what US county your ancestors were in at any given time. County boundaries 
shifted numerous times from the 1700s to (in some places) the 1900s, making it especially 
difficult to know what jurisdiction your ancestor lived in. (Even if your ancestor never 
moved towns, the county boundary could have moved around the town!) That’s important 
to realize, since many historical records in the United States—including land records, pro-
bate records, and vital records—were kept at the county level. This atlas will help you look 
for your ancestors in all the right places.

Sunny Jane Morton

1From the home page, you can 
go in a few di¡ erent directions, 
including learning about how the 

creators compiled this massive his-
torical mapping project. Most often, 
you’ll want to start by simply click-
ing the state you’re interested in. The 
state page that results will give a few 
di¡ erent options, but start by clicking 
View Interactive Map.

2On this map, you can click and drag to view di¡ erent locations, or zoom in 
or out as you like. You can even go full screen if you want to look at it close 
up or print. On the left is the most important tool: the date selector, which 

refl ects known boundary changes somewhere in the state. Click one date to view 
county boundaries at that time. Some changes were subtle, while others were 
quite dramatic. And boundary changes might refl ect the state’s wider history: 
Ohio’s (pictured here) fi rst changed in 1803 with statehood. But changes con-
tinued to happen all the way until 1888—sometimes multiple times in one year. I 
want to look at Washington County boundaries between 1801 in 1829, when my 
ancestors lived there. I start with 1803 (the earliest available).

1

treetips
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W E B S I T E  T U T O R I A L

3I then compare Washington 
County in 1803 to the same in 
1827 (the closest in date to 1829). 

As you can see, Washington County 
in 1803 included a wide swath of cen-
tral and southern Ohio. But by 1827, 
Washington County was just a small 
region in the southeast, along the 
Ohio River. I can zoom in to see how 
the 1803–1827 changes a¡ ected where 
I know my ancestor lived in Barlow 
Township, just west of Marietta. As 
luck would have it, the area was part 
of Washington County in both maps.

4But what if this rough look at a 
map without a lot of detail isn't 
good enough? Click “Back to 

[state] detail page,” then “View Index 
of Counties and Equivalents.” What 
results is a list of counties in the 
state; select yours. You’ll fi nd a long 
list of changes that were made to that 
county by date, plus a source citation 
for each. This way, if I need a better 
understanding of what changes were 
made in Washington County during 
a particular time period, I can read 
them and even reference the law(s) 
whereby they were created. �
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Saving Handmade Garments

F A M I L Y  H I S T O R Y  H O M E

tip
Damage from moths 
can sometimes be 
repaired. Talk to 
knitters, crocheters, 
or your local yarn 
shop for suggestions. 
While hiring 
professionals can 
be expensive, patient 
archivists may be 
able to make their 
own repairs 
to small holes. 

treetips
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1  Beware killer moths!
The � rst enemy of anything 
made from wool is the dreaded 
clothes moth. Adult moths lay 
their eggs near hair particles and 
bits of left-behind skin so larvae 
can feast on them. Wash items 
before storing to make them less 
attractive to these pests. Signs 
of moth infestation include 
irregular holes, silky webs, or 
cocoons in garments 
or blankets.
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Denise May Levenick aka The Family 
Curator <www.thefamilycurator.com
is the author of How to Archive Family 
Keepsakes (Family Tree Books). 

2  Tailor your cleaning 
method. How you wash 
depends on the item. Con-
sider three factors: size, shape 
and color. Wash sweaters and 
afghans in the kitchen sink or 
a laundry tub, and turn to the 
bathtub for large items like blan-
kets. Generally avoid washing 
in hot water, which may cause 
bright colors to bleed. Add 
commercial color catchers such 
as Shout Color Catcher sheets to 
absorb any extra dye.

3  Be gentle.

Carefully soak items in cool 
or warm water with a wool 
washing soap like Woolite 
or Eucalan. Rinse, and gently 
squeeze out the water—avoid 
wringing items. Take a cue from 
knitters and reshape items by 
“blocking” them, or laying them 
� at to dry. Smooth the body of 
a sweater and arrange sleeves 
so they’re the same length. 
Avoid hanging to dry—wool 
stretches when wet.

4  Seal in bags. Once clean and 
dry, place heirloom pieces in a sealed 
archival-safe plastic bag. Add a small 
sachet of lavender or cedar to help 
keep pests out. Store items individu-
ally to prevent cross-contamination, 
and regularly check the storage area 
for signs of pests. 

5  Isolate infested items.

It takes only one moth to infest 
an entire wardrobe, and moth 
eggs (which are very small) can 
sit undetected for months. Place 
infested items into a freezer for 
at least a month to kill o�  pests 
and eggs, then return to room 
temperature and clean 
as necessary.

6  Record the stories.

Handmade heirlooms can easily 
become orphaned if their story is 
lost. One day your children might 
wonder why you saved that old 
college-dorm afghan, so take a 
photo and write a short caption. 
Better yet, pull out a picture of 
your dorm room that shows 
the afghan on your bed. Or put 
together a small photo book of the 
many “granny square” blankets 
your grandmother made. Ask 
around the family for similar blan-
kets on your cousins’ couches. �
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N O W  W H A T ?

Q I have my 
grandmother’s 

name and full birth-
date (21 September 
1870) and a possible 
place (Maryport, 
Cumberland, 
England). But 
I’m still unable 
to � nd her.

41st Annual 
Ancestor Roundup 

Virtual 
  Genealogy 

Seminar

For Information & Registration, please email:
DAR.AncestorRoundup@gmail.com

(Don’t forget the dot after DAR!) 
Sponsored by Commodore Sloat Chapter, NSDAR

Keynote Speaker: Genealogist & Author
David Ouimette

“Family History Around the Globe” 
A full day of classes: DNA Research 

• Newspaper Research • 11 Key Record 
Groups where your Ancestor may be Hiding 

• Using the 1950 Census • Deciphering 
Old Handwriting • Metes & Bounds 

• An Online Courthouse Tour 
• Using Local Libraries & Historical 

Societies & much more!

Live from 
Monterey, 
California!
Sat., January 22, 2022
8:00 am - 4:30 pm pst

ONLY

$25

Find your 
German 

Ancestors!
Professional German

Genealogist with many years 
of experience provides a 

reliable and cost-e� ective
service in the search of your 

German Ancestry.

To request additional
information please contact

Dr. Volker Jarren
D 79106 Freiburg, 

Ferdinand-Weiss-Strasse 59
or 

mail@volkerjarren.de
www.volkerjarren.de

If  you are a direct descendant from a 
colonial militia officer who served during 

the Revolutionary War, you should consider 
becoming a member of  the SDOCM, a new 
heritage organization devoted to preserving 

the history of  the militia during the American 
Revolution, educating the public about the 
role of  the colonial militia, and supporting 

our modern-day national guard.

Any person aged eighteen years or older 
is eligible for membership, provided lineal 

descent is proven from an officer who served 
in the colonial militia between April 19, 1775 
and November 26, 1783.  Approved record 
copies of  DAR, CAR, or SAR applications 

are accepted with no further proofs necessary.

All memberships are lifetime memberships.  

SDOCM1775-1783.COM

Sons and Daughters of
Officers of the Colonial Militia 

1775-1783

aEnglish civil registrations, which began in 1837, are widely 
available online, including in index form for free on FamilySe-

arch <www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2285338>. If you’ve 
struck out there, you can also search an index of parish records, 
which included births and christenings beginning in 1538 <www.
familysearch.org/search/collection/1473014>. (Note: Non-Church of 
England records would have been kept elsewhere.)

Through FamilySearch, you can only search these collections 
for an event by name and year. But some subscription sites, such as 
Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com>, let you specify an exact month 
or even day. That might help you overcome any misspellings or mis-
indexed names. 

Still no luck? Consider searching in neighboring parishes. By cast-
ing a slightly wider net, you may be able to fi nd your grandmother’s 
records. Parishes contiguous to Maryport are Crosscanonby and 
Dearham, according to the interactive map at <www.familysearch.
org/mapp>. This 1851 map also names the civil registration district 
that includes Maryport (Cockermouth). 

Find more information about research in Cumberland County at 
<www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Cumberland,_England_Genealogy>, 
including links to pages about each parish and a list of civil districts. 

treetips
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QMy husband’s ancestor was Sampson Legg of Cole 
County, Mo. According to his wife’s 1890 obituary, he 

“died in Co�eyville, Miss., while serving in General Parsons’ 
command.” I haven’t been able to �nd an exact death or 
burial record. Would he have been buried in Mississippi, 
or brought home to Missouri?

AThe Battle of Co¡eeville (5 December 1862) was a little-known 
skirmish in which retreating Confederates blocked Union cav-

alry during General Grant’s invasion of Mississippi. You won’t find it 
among the more than 10,000 battles chronicled in the National Park 
Service’s Civil War database <www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles.
htm>, but you can research it in the definitive War of the Rebellion
<ehistory.osu.edu/books/official-records> and The Essential Guide to 
the Battle of Co�eeville, Mississippi by Don Sides (CreateSpace). 

“General Parsons” is likely Brigadier-General Mosby Monroe Par-
sons, a Confederate o�cer in the Mississippi-Arkansas region. Con-
federate casualty reports from the entire war are available from the 
National Archives (NARA M836) and on the subscription sites Fold3 
<www.fold3.com/title/770/confederate-casualty-reports> and Ances-
try.com <www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2401>.

Out of need, those killed in battle were typically buried onsite, 
though bodies may later have been reburied in nearby cemeteries or 
sent home for burial. For example, Confederate dead from the Battle 
of Port Gibson in 1863 were buried in “Soldiers’ Row” of the town’s 
Wintergreen Cemetery. Find a Grave <www.findagrave.com> and the 
National Park Service’s pages on the Vicksburg campaign <www.nps.
gov/vick/learn/historyculture> can help identify such cemeteries.

Unfortunately, however, your husband’s ancestor may be an example 
of the untrustworthiness of secondary sources such as obituaries (espe-
cially given the long period of time between Legg’s death and his wife’s 
obituary). Sampson Legg doesn’t appear among the 56 Confederate 
casualities in the Battle of Co¡eeville in Ancestry.com’s collection. 

Moreover, General Parsons’ Missouri State Guard was other-
wise occupied in early December at the Battle of Prairie Grove, Ark. 
Instead, the Confederates at Co¡eeville were led by Brigadier-General 
Lloyd Tilghman. And there’s no record of Sampson (or S.) Legg serv-
ing with Confederate troops from Missouri in the Soldiers and Sail-
ors Database or the state military records at <s1.sos.mo.gov/records/
archives/archivesdb/soldiers>. (A Sanford Legg, though, served for 
Missouri’s Union militia.)

Some online family trees suggest Sampson’s will was probated in 
Cole County in 1864, but that’s significantly after his supposed 1862 
death in battle. You might want to search probate and cemetery 
records in Missouri if his Civil War death is indeed inaccurate. �

David A. Fryxell
is the founding 
editor of Family 
Tree Magazine. 
He now writes and 
researches his family 
tree in Tucson.

� Have a question you’d like 
David to answer? Email 
FamilyTree@Yankeepub.com 
with Now What in the subject 
line, and your question may 
be selected for a future issue.
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1 American Ancestors: Personal Genealogist for the Day
<www.americanancestors.org/services/personal-genealogist-for-the-day>
Aimed at beginning researchers, this consultation service pairs you with a 
genealogist who works alongside you on your research questions for three- or 
� ve-hour sessions. Available virtually or in-person at the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society library in Boston, this service allows clients to learn how to 
research while looking for family history answers.

2 AncestryProGenealogists
<www.progenealogists.com>
Hire a research team to tackle your brick wall question; compile a custom fam-
ily book; conduct an oral history; explore your biological roots; or orchestrate 
your heritage travel experience. A research manager coordinates the e� orts of 
experts needed for your question and provides a log of e� orts and � ndings. 

3 Genealogy.coach
<genealogy.coach> 
Schedule a virtual appointment with an expert coach who guides you on speci� c 
goals such as getting organized; building your tree in di� erent parts of the world; 
busting brick walls; and working with DNA results. Explore coaches’ expertise 
for speci� c needs such as software tutoring, identifying old photos, document 
translation and more. 

4 Heritage Consulting
<www.heritageconsulting.com>
Hire one of this � rm’s experts to do your research or to help you via consultation. 
Based in Salt Lake City, they draw on the Family History Library but have contacts 
around the world. Research projects include a bound report with a custom 
keepsake cover.

5 Legacy Tree Genealogists
<www.legacytree.com>
Choose research goals such as birth parent or brick-wall ancestor searches; lin-
eage society applications; or exploration of your deeper global heritage. Full-ser-
vice genealogy research projects include an in-depth report and a private family 
web page. Though headquartered near Salt Lake City’s Family History Library, 
Legacy Tree’s team of experts also works with contacts around the world. 

6 Trace
<www.trace.com>
Submit your research question or problem to Trace, and they’ll share it with 
a global network of researchers who, in turn, bid on your project. Once you 
choose a proposal, a Trace project manager oversees the project’s completion 
and provides a � nal report that includes recommended next steps.   

R E S O U R C E  R O U N D U P

� Get more out of your sessions with professional genealogists by 
following our tips <www.familytreemagazine.com/hiring-a-pro/
working-with-professional-genealogist>.

Professional Research Services

treetips
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Using Ethnicity Estimates

QWhat can I do with my ethnicity estimates?

A I used to tell people that your ethnicity results were 
like a co¡ee table piece: pretty to look at, but not very 

useful. But that has changed.
DNA testing companies have worked hard to expand 

their reference populations—the people they are compar-
ing you against. That means that, instead of breaking down 
your heritage into a few broad and general categories, some 
of companies can now break up the world into over a thou-
sand di¡erent groups.

This means you can now turn to your ethnicity results 
for clues about your family history. In fact, whenever 
you’re looking to break down a brick wall in the last five 
to six generations, I recommend reviewing your ethnicity 
results as a first step. In that review, you’re looking for any-
thing that seems unfamiliar when compared to the rest of 
your known family history.

We have to be careful, as there aren’t definite time 
stamps on our ethnicity results. So that means connections 
to these large swaths of land may or may not have occurred 
in the last 300 years—but it’s a start. 

At 23andMe <www.23andme.com>, you can review your 
Ancestry Timeline to see how far back they estimate you 
should connect to a certain place. You can also find more 
specific locations by just drilling down within each ethnic-
ity category. 

For example, I am 42% British and Irish. If I click on that 
category, I’m taken to a second page that reveals I’m highly 
likely from one of 10 (of 165) specific regions in the United 

DNA Q&A
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� We covered the “migration groups” in ethnicity estimates 
in our November/December 2021 issue. Read it at <www.
familytreemagazine.com/dna/dna-migration-groups>.

Kingdom. And it’s only possible (i.e., less likely) that I am 
from one of four (of 26) administrative regions in Ireland. 
The best part is, they expect my connection to be in the last 
200 years.

23andMe, AncestryDNA and MyHeritage DNA <www.
myheritage.com/dna> target that same genealogical sweet 
spot of 200 years in their Recent Ancestor Locations, Com-
munities, and Genetic Groups, respectively. Based on a 
completely di¡erent (and more accurate) technology than 
the rest of the ethnicity results, many of these communi-
ties focus on migration patterns. Membership in one of 
these groups guarantees (yup, you read that right) you have 
an ancestor from that place.

At MyHeritage, Family Tree DNA <www.familytreedna.
com>, 23andMe and AncestryDNA, you can also compare 
your ethnicity results with those of your matches. This might 
be helpful if you’re looking for a DNA match from a specific 
population group to help you fill in your missing ancestor. 

I was working with a client who had one Jewish line we 
were trying to place. To help us narrow down the pool of 
matches we needed to investigate, we looked for just those 
who also had Jewish ethnicity estimates.

So what are you waiting for? Head out and take another 
look at those ethnicity results to see if maybe—just maybe—
they’re the clue you need to move forward in your research. �

Diahan Southard
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GET ORGANIZED

In each issue, Your Turn o� ers a form that’ll help you preserve your family’s unique stories and organize your research. 
Tear out and use the form or make a photocopy.

Immigrant Ancestor Worksheet
Track known information about the immigrants in your family.

Y O U R  T U R N

Ancestor name 
(including maiden name)

Birth date

Estimated date of immigration Age at immigration

Possible ports of entry

Possible ports of departure

Naturalization?
If yes, estimated date 
of naturalization

Other family members 
who may have immigrated 
at same time

Source searched 
for immigration details

Ancestor Pro� le

Y N

US censuses

naturalization records

newspapers

land records

personal papers

military records

vital records

other:

treetips     
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ENGLISH GENEALOGY
COMPILED BY ANDREW KOCH

RESOURCES CHEAT 
S H E E T

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS
Name Notes

civil parish Most local unit of government

county (or 
shire)

Basic unit of civil government; 40 across England, 
though these were discontinued for o�cial purposes 
in 1974

diocese Collection of Church of England parishes; the Church 
currently has 42 dioceses divided into two provinces

ecclesiastical 
parish

Jurisdictional unit of the Church of England; 
responsible for recording all births, marriages and 
deaths within its boundaries

enumeration 
district

Unit used for censuses; subdivision of civil parish

hundred Subunit of the county; known as wapentake in some 
parts of England

poor law 
union

Unit used for administering aid to the poor

registration 
district

Unit used for civil registration

HISTORICAL COUNTIES OF ENGLAND 
(MIDDLE AGES–1965) 

Bedfordshire (BDF) Lincolnshire (LIN)

Berkshire (BRK) London (LND)

Buckinghamshire (BKM) Middlesex (MDX)

Cambridgeshire (CAM) Norfolk (NFK)

Cheshire (CHS) Northamptonshire (NTH)

Cornwall (CON) Northumberland (NBL)

Cumberland (CUL) Nottinghamshire (NTT)

Derbyshire (DBY) Oxfordshire (OXF)

Devon (DEV) Rutland (RUT)

Dorset (DOR) Shropshire/Salop (SAL)

Durham (DUR) Somerset (SOM)

Essex (ESS) Sta�ordshire (STS)

Gloucestershire (GLS) Su�olk (SFK)

Hampshire (HAM) Surrey (SRY)

Herefordshire (HEF) Sussex (SSX)

Hertfordshire (HRT) Warwickshire (WAR)

Huntingdonshire (HUN) Westmorland (WES)

Kent (KEN) Wiltshire (WIL)

Lancashire (LAN) Worcestershire (WOR)

Leicestershire (LEI) Yorkshire (YKS)

What’s What? 
The U.K., Great Britain and England
� England (900s–present; red): A country that’s existed since the Middle Ages
� Great Britain (1707–1800; red, yellow and blue): A former political entity founded 
on the union between the countries of England (red), Wales (yellow) and Scotland 
(blue); can also refer to the physical island upon which these countries sit
� The United Kingdom (1801–present; red, yellow, blue and green): A modern 
nation-state composed of Great Britain (red, yellow and blue) and part of Ireland—
all of Ireland (green and grey) from 1801 to 1922, but only Northern Ireland (green) 
from 1922 to present
� The British Isles: An archipelago in the North Atlantic, containing Ireland, Britain 
and more than 6,000 smaller islands

In addition, England ruled over a vast swath of territory called the British Empire, 
which once included Canada, the United States, India, Australia and more. After 
these territories gained independence, many of them formed the Commonwealth of 
Nations in the mid-1900s. CO
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GEOGRAPHY QUICK GUIDE

WALES

SCOTLAND

Cornwall

Devon

Somerset

Dorset

Wiltshire

Hampshire

Berkshire

Sussex

Kent
Surrey

Middlesex

Essex

Hertford-
shire

Suffolk

Norfolk

Cambridge-
shire

Gloucestershire

Oxford-
shire

Hereford-
shire

Shropshire

Worcester-
shire

Cheshire

Staffordshire

Warwick-
shire

Leicester-
shire

Derby-
shire

Lincolnshire

Lancashire

Yorkshire

Cumberland Durham

Northumberland

Westmorland

Nottingham-
shire

Northampton-
shire

Buckinghamshire

Bedfordshire

Huntingdonshire

Rutland

LONDON

ISLE OF WIGHT

NORTH RIDING

WEST RIDING

EAST RIDING

COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS. USER: DR GREG. REPRODUCED UNDER CC-BY-SA-3.0

Historical Counties of England, c. 1851
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c.480 Germanic tribes (the Angles, Saxons and Jutes)
arrive in England.

1066 William the Conqueror of Normandy (in modern
France) invades and is crowned king of England.

1284 The Statute of Rhuddlan subjugates Wales to
England.

1534 King Henry VIII establishes the Church of
England.

1536 King Henry VIII unites England and Wales, estab-
lishing the Welsh-English border.

1538 Parish registers begin as loose papers.

1558 The Church of England solidifies its separation
from the Roman Catholic Church, requiring o�ce-
holders to renounce allegiance to other faiths.

1559 Queen Elizabeth I is crowned.

1603 England takes control of the whole island of Ire-
land when James VI and I was crowned king of 
two countries.

1642 Civil war begins as Oliver Cromwell seeks to
overthrow the monarchy; record-keeping from 
here until the end of the Commonwealth (1660) is 
irregular.

1662 The Act of Uniformity forces conformity to the
Established Church, the Church of England.

1707 The Acts of Union form Great Britain from the
Kingdom of England (and Wales) and the Kingdom 
of Scotland.

1733 Parish registers switch from Latin to English.

1745 The British government decisively puts down a
rebellion, e¡ectively ending the Jacobite move-
ment that sought to overthrow the king.

1752 The Gregorian calendar replaces the Julian calen-
dar in Great Britain and its colonies.

1754 People of all faiths (except Jews and Quakers)
become required to be married in the Church of 
England.

1775 The American War of Independence begins.

1778 The Penal Laws against non-Church of England
faith groups end; many Catholic registers date 
from this time.

TIMELINE OF ENGLISH HISTORY

1801 Ireland politically unites with Great Britain to
form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland.

1807 Parliament passes the Slave Trade Act of 1807,
which abolishes the slave trade in the British 
Empire (but not slavery itself).

1813 The government requires parish registers to be
kept on preprinted forms.

1837 Civil registration of births, marriages and deaths
begins; Queen Victoria I begins her reign.

1841 The national census of England and Wales lists
individuals for the first time.

1858 A national, uniform probate system replaces
church probate.

1866 Civil parishes are established.

1870 The Education Act of 1870 introduces universal
public education.

1882 Women are first allowed to make wills without
husbands’ consent.

1889 A local government act redefines certain county
borders in England and Wales.

1921 The Republic of Ireland (then the Irish Free State)
separates from the United Kingdom.

1940 Winston Churchill becomes prime minister; Hitler
launches the Battle of Britain.

1952 Elizabeth II becomes queen.

1973 The United Kingdom joins the European Union.

2020 The United Kingdom leaves the European Union.
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1
ORDER ORIGINAL 
CIVIL RECORDS.
Most websites only have 
indexes to civil registration 

records, so you’ll need to order the 
full version of a vital record to make 
the most out of these valuable 
resources. Simply create an account 
with the General Register O�ce and 
use the information you’ve found in 
indexes to �le an online request form 
<www.gov.uk/order-copy-birth-
death-marriage-certi�cate>. Note: 
There’s a slight retrieval fee.

2
WORK BACK AND 
FORTH BETWEEN 
SOURCES.
Use multiple kinds of records 

in conjunction with each other 
to build out your family tree. For 
example, once you’ve found your 
immigrant ancestor, locate him in 
the census. Then jump to his birth or 
marriage record to �nd his parents’ 
names, then �nd them in the census. 
Then �nd the parents’ marriage and 
birth records to learn their parents’ 
names, and return to the census to 
�nd them.

5
WATCH FOR 
NONCONFORMISTS.
The Church of England 
(a.k.a, the Anglican Church) 

became the o�cial state church in 
1558, and those who didn’t conform 
to the new denomination faced 
discrimination in various forms 
throughout the next couple centu-
ries. Having said that, even non-
Anglican marriages were performed 
in Anglican churches in the 1700s 
and early 1800s, so be sure to look 
for your non-conformist ancestors 
amongst parish records.

4
MATCH WHOLE 
FAMILIES.
If your ancestors had a 
common surname (Smith, 

Williams, Jones, etc.), try matching 
whole families—rather than just indi-
viduals—in records to narrow down 
your search results. Looking for an 
individual along with her siblings, 
parents or spouse will help you more 
easily pick your ancestor out of a 
crowd, particularly if one of those 
individuals had a unique name. 

3
BE FLEXIBLE WITH 
SPELLING.
Your family’s surname, given 
names and hometown might 

not have always been spelled the 
way it is today, as consistent spelling 
wasn’t always a priority for your 
ancestors (particularly as you go fur-
ther back in time). Note any particu-
lar spelling variants for the names in 
your English research, and be sure to 
search for them in databases if you’re 
striking out.

6
MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS.
Great Britain and its colonies 
switched from the Julian 

calendar to the modern Gregorian 
calendar in 1752, skipping 11 days 
and moving the �rst day of the new 
year from March 25 to the modern 
January 1. As a result, you may see 
multiple dates in pre-1752 records, 
indicated by OS (Old Style) for the 
Julian calendar and NS (New Style) 
for the Gregorian calendar. Note: 
Other European countries made 
the switch from Julian to Gregorian 
calendar earlier, so you may notice 
discrepancies if your ancestors spent 
any time in other countries.

TIPS FOR ENGLISH RESEARCH
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RECORDS QUICK GUIDE
VITAL RECORDS

Record Type Description Contents Availability

Baptismal records Church records of baptisms, 
kept in parish registers; 
individual forms after 1813

� name of child
� date of baptism and 

(sometimes) birth
� name of parents
� residence

� FreeReg
� Family History Library/

FamilySearch
� Parish archives
� County record o�ces

Birth registers Civil registration of all births in 
England, beginning in 1837

� name 
� date and place of birth
� names of parents (including 

mother’s maiden name)
� father’s occupation 

� FreeBMD, Ancestry.com, 
Findmypast, MyHeritage (indexes)

� General Register O�ce

Burial records Church records of burial 
ceremonies, kept in parish 
registers; individual forms after 
1813

� name, age, place of residence, 
and occupation of the 
deceased

� cause of death
� burial date
� minister’s signature

� FreeReg
� Family History Library/

FamilySearch
� Parish archives
� County record o�ces

Death registers Civil registration of all deaths in 
England, beginning in 1837

� name and age of deceased
� occupation
� date, cause and place of death

� FreeBMD, Ancestry.com, 
Findmypast, MyHeritage (indexes)

� General Register O�ce

Marriage registers Civil registration of all 
marriages in England, 
beginning in 1837

� names, ages and occupations 
of bride and groom

� date and place of wedding
� names and occupations of 

bride’s and groom’s fathers
� bride’s maiden name
� church/chapel/o�ce where the 

marriage occurred (plus church 
denomination, if any)

� FreeBMD, Ancestry.com, 
Findmypast, MyHeritage (indexes)

� General Register O�ce

Marriage records Records of wedding 
ceremonies performed by a 
church, including banns and 
“allegations” (testimonials); 
separate marriage registers 
began in 1754, and individual 
forms after 1813

� names, ages and occupations 
of bride and groom

� places of residence for the 
bride and groom

� marital status of bride and 
groom (i.e., single or widowed)

� minister’s name
� days banns published/marriage 

announced

� FreeReg
� Family History Library/

FamilySearch
� Parish archives
� County record o�ces

1874 parish marriage record from Cornwall, found on FamilySearch
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RECORDS QUICK GUIDE
OTHER RECORDS

Record Type Description Contents Availability

Censuses Taken every 10 years, with 
genealogically useful 
information �rst appearing in 
the 1841 census

(varies by census year)
� name of individuals and family 

groups
� county or parish of birth
� age

� FreeCen (1841–1891)
� Ancestry.com (1841–1911)
� FamilySearch (1841–1911)
� Findmypast (1841–1921)
� MyHeritage (1841–1911)

Cemetery records Information that appears on 
tombstones; also known as 
“monumental inscriptions” (or 
MIs)

� birth, marriage and death data
� cause of death
� military service information
� occupation

� GENUKI
� Find A Grave
� BillionGraves

City directories Collection of a city’s businesses 
and important individuals

� names and occupations
� addresses
� place descriptions

� Family History Library/
FamilySearch

� University of Leicester
� Ancestry.com
� Findmypast

Military records Documents related to military 
service; records sometimes 
include collections of armed 
forces births and marriages

� names
� ages
� regiment
� dates served/con�icts served 

in

� Findmypast
� FamilySearch
� Ancestry.com
� MyHeritage
� The National Archives

Newspapers News stories from 
contemporary English/
British publications, including 
obituaries

� names
� dates of death

� British Newspaper Archive
� Findmypast

Probate records Wills and other documents that 
indicated what would happen 
to a person’s estate upon his 
death; beginning in 1858, these 
are collected into a National 
Probate Calendar created by 
the English government

� names of deceased and his 
family members

� approximations of wealth at 
time of death

� clues about place of residence 
and death

� FamilySearch
� Ancestry.com
� Findmypast
� The National Archives

Tithe surveys/
parochial 
assessment maps

Parish maps created to 
determine how much tax 
parishioners owed

� names
� addresses

� The Genealogist
� The National Archives

1871 census record from Lancashire, found on Ancestry.com
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RESOURCES

SURNAME VARIATIONS ORIGIN

Brown Browne, Bron, Bronn, Broun, 
Bronson

Description

Davies Davis, Davidson, Davison Welsh; Patronymic/forename 
(David)

Edwards Edwardson, Edwardsen Patronymic/forename (Edward)

Evans Levans, Bevans, Erens, Egans, 
Erins

Welsh; Patronymic/forename 
(Evan/John)

Harris Haris, Fitzharris, Harrie, Harrison, 
Herris

Patronymic/forename 
(Harrison/Harry) 

Johnson Johnsen, Jenson, Janson, 
Johnsson

Patronymic/forename (John)

Jones John, Johns, Johnes, Jons Patronymic/forename (John)

Roberts Robert, Robertson, Robberts, 
Hobbs, Hobson

Patronymic/forename (Robert)

Robinson Robbins, Robertson Patronymic/forename (Robin/
Robert)

Smith Smyth, Smithe, Smythe Occupation (blacksmith)

Taylor Tailor Occupation (tailor)

Thomas Thomes, Thom, Thoms Patronymic/forename (Thomas)

Thompson Tompsen, Tompson, Tomsen, 
Tomson, Thomsen

Patronymic/forename (Thomas)

Walker Welker, Waker, Wacker, Weyker Occupation (fuller/inspector)

White Whyte, Witt, Wight, Whight Description

Williams William, Willins, Wiliams Patronymic/forename (William)

Wilson Wilkins, Wilkinson, Wilcox Patronymic/forename (William)

Wright Write, Writ, Wrythe, Wright, Wriht Occupation (craftsman)

LAND VALUES

acre 4,840 square yards, or 
43,560 square feet

rood 1/4 of an acre (1,210 
square yards); four roods 
make one acre

pole (or 
perch)

1/40 of a rood (30.25 
square yards); 160 poles 
make one acre

MONEY VALUES

pound (£) Basic unit currency for the 
United Kingdom, even 
today; also called quid

shilling (s) 1/20 of a pound; 20 
shillings equal one pound

pence (d) 1/12 of a shilling; 240 
pence makes one pound

COMMON SURNAMES 19TH-CENTURY TERMS

ENGLISH IMMIGRANTS TO THE UNITED STATES
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RESEARCH QUICK GUIDE

More than 
24 million Americans 

self-reported English ancestry 
in a 2015 survey, with English 
ethnicity especially prominent 

in the states of Utah, Idaho, 
Maine, New Hampshire 

and Vermont.
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RESOURCES

Websites
Alan Godfrey Maps <www.alangodfreymaps.co.uk>

BMDIndex <www.bmdindex.co.uk>

BMDRegisters <www.bmdregisters.co.uk>

British Heritage <www.britishheritage.com>

The British Newspaper Archive <www.britishnewspaper
archive.co.uk>

Commonwealth Graves Commission <www.cwgc.org>

Cyndi’s List: England <www.cyndislist.com/uk/eng>

Deceased Online <www.deceasedonline.com>

England GenWeb <www.englandgenweb.org>

Family Relatives <www.familyrelatives.com>

Family Tree Magazine: Explore Your English Heritage
<www.familytreemagazine.com/english-welsh-heritage>

Family Tree Magazine (UK) <www.family-tree.co.uk>

FamilySearch Research Wiki: England <www.familysearch.org/
wiki/en/England>

Federation of Family History Societies <www.
familyhistoryfederation.com>

Findmypast <www.�ndmypast.co.uk> 

FreeBMD <www.freebmd.org.uk>

FreeCEN UK Census Project <www.freecen.org.uk>

FreeREG Parish Registers <www.freereg.org.uk>

Gazetteer of British Place Names <www.gazetteer.co.uk>

The Genealogist <www.thegenealogist.co.uk>

General Register O�ce <www.gov.uk/general-register-o�ce>

Genes Reunited <www.genesreunited.co.uk>

GENUKI <www.genuki.org.uk>

Library of Congress: Sources for Research in English 
Genealogy <www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/england.
html>

The National Archives: Discovery <discovery.nationalarchives.
gov.uk>

Old Bailey Online <www.oldbaileyonline.org>

Ordnance Survey <www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk>

Society of Genealogists <www.sog.org.uk>

Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy <www.medieval
genealogy.org.uk>

Streetmap <www.streetmap.co.uk>

UK Mailing Lists <sites.rootsweb.com/~jfuller/gen_mail_country-
unk.html>

Books
Ancestral Trails: The Complete Guide to British Genealogy and 
Family History, 2nd edition by Mark D. Herber (Genealogical 
Publishing Co.)

British Archives: A Guide to Archive Resources in the UK, 4th 
edition, by Janet Foster and Julia Sheppard (Palgrave Macmillan) 

Directory of British Associations & Associations in Ireland 
(CBD Research Limited)

The Family Tree Detective: Tracing Your Ancestors in England 
and Wales by Colin D. Rogers (Manchester University Press)

A Genealogical Gazetteer of England by Frank Smith (Genea-
logical Publishing Co.)

Genealogical Research in England and Wales, 3 volumes, 
by David E. Gardner and Frank Smith (Bookcraft Publishers)

A Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your English Ancestors
by Paul Milner and Linda Jonas (Betterway Books)

In and Around Record Repositories in Great Britain and 
Ireland, 3rd edition, by Rosemary Church and Jean Cole 
(Marriott Publishing) 

In Search of Your British and Irish Roots by Angus Baxter 
(Genealogical Publishing Co.)

An Introduction to the Census Returns of England and Wales
by Susan Lumas (Federation of Family History Societies)

Making Sense of the Census by Edward Higgs (Institute of 
Historical Research) 

Making Use of the Census, 2nd edition, by Susan Lumas (PRO 
Publications) 

Marriage and Census Indexes for Family Historians, 7th 
edition, edited by Jeremy Gibson and Elizabeth Hampson (Fed-
eration of Family History Societies Publications)

The Phillimore Atlas and Index of Parish Registers by Cecil 
Humphrey-Smith (The History Press)

Pre-1841 Censuses & Population Listings in the British Isles by 
Colin R. Chapman (Clear�eld) 

Supplement to Genealogical Resources in English Repositories
by Joy Wade Moulton (Hampton House) 

Tracing Your English Ancestors by Colin D. Rogers (Manchester 
University Press)
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