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Dear volunteer,  

Thank you for using the template for the Reclaiming Our African Roots 
local pilot news release. 

The template is found on page 3 of this document. Please replace the 
items in red with information that is applicable to your area and group.  

Example: (insert CITY, STATE) would be SPRINGFIELD, MO 

On pages 1-2 you will find additional information including SEO 
guidelines, style guidelines, possible titles, and quote considerations. 

Thank you! 

 

Search Engine Optimization Guidelines (Optional) 

KEYWORDS:  Reclaiming Our African Roots 

NOTE: H1 and SEO titles should include the keywords. 

SEO Meta Description: Learn how to participate in the (insert geographic 
reference) local pilot project for Reclaiming Our African Roots.  

EXAMPLE: Learn how to participate in the Colleton County, South Carolina 
local pilot project for Reclaiming Our African Roots.  

Style Guide: Use “FamilySearch” as one, single word, with a capital “F” and “S” 
not two words, “Family Search”. Use “Reclaiming Our African Roots” instead of an 
abbreviation. Use the geographical project name that includes “Reclaiming Our 
African Roots” instead of creating a separate name (Example: Reclaiming Our 
African Roots Colleton County, South Carolina pilot project). 

Possible Titles:  

(1) Local effort seeks volunteers to make African American genealogical 
records available online 
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(2) Local initiative will help those of African descent to discover their 
ancestors 

(3) Local volunteers helping those with African roots to discover their 
ancestors 

Quote Considerations 

“The reason this initiative is so exciting is because those of African descent want 
to connect with their roots but don’t know where to start or think it’s hopeless 
because the records they need are not readily accessible. This project will allow 
people to identify local records and make them freely searchable online for 
everyone,” said Thom Reed, Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer at FamilySearch 
International. 

“Local participation is key to this initiative. That's because folks at the local level 
have an investment that people who are away don't have.  They're there in the 
local community, seeing the documents, and passing by the cemeteries. They 
know more and are able to access the local sources of information more quickly, 
than someone who is unfamiliar with the area,” said Nicka Smith, Founder of 
BlackProGenLive.  
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Local volunteers helping those with African roots to discover their ancestors 

(insert CITY, STATE)—Volunteers from the local community are donating their time to an 
initiative that will help connect people of African descent to their ancestors.  The Reclaiming 
Our African Roots pilot project will make historical records of formerly enslaved and free people 
of color easily discoverable online for family history research.   

(insert local pilot group’s name) volunteers are vital to the international effort. Over 12% of 
Americans have African roots. If those roots extend into the era of slavery in the US, they hit a 
genealogical brick wall because of the inaccessibility of the records from the period. The free 
online name index created by the volunteers will be linked to digital images of the original 
historical records locally.  

The online database will be available for free online at FamilySearch.org and will help those 
with African ancestry to reconnect to their roots from the area.  

(INSERT QUOTE. See options above or add one from the local pilot leader) 

The volunteer group is one of several pilot projects for Reclaiming Our African Roots. The pilot 
projects are seeking to generate local awareness and participation to help refine the volunteer 
experience in preparation for the launch of the initiative.  

To join the (insert group name) group in these efforts, visit (insert local pilot leader’s URL for 
their project). To learn more about Reclaiming Our African Roots, visit the 
www.familysearch.org/blog/en/reclaiming-our-african-roots.  

Many organizations are becoming involved in the Reclaiming Our African Roots cause. Some of 
those partners include FamilySearch, Enslaved.org, the International African American 
Museum, the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, and Our Black Ancestry.  

About FamilySearch 

FamilySearch International is the largest genealogy organization in the world. FamilySearch is a 
nonprofit, volunteer-driven organization sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Millions of people use FamilySearch records, resources, and services to learn more 
about their family history. To help in this great pursuit, FamilySearch and its predecessors have 
been actively gathering, preserving, and sharing genealogical records worldwide for over 100 
years. Patrons may access FamilySearch services and resources free online at FamilySearch.org 
or through over 5,000 family history centers in 129 countries, including the main Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 

 


