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UGA News

NEW UGA CHAPTERS ~ LEADERS NEEDED

Tired of the glazed look non-genealogist family members adopt when 
you start to talk about your research? Our existing chapters provide a 
unique opportunity to network with other genealogists whose passion 
for family history matches your own. If there is not an active chapter in 
your area we would love to help you start one.

The following locations are being considered for new UGA chapters. 
Please contact us at info@ugagenealogy.org if you are interested in 
joining and especially leading any of the following chapters:

• UTAH VALLEY

ACTIVE UGA CHAPTERS

     SALT LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER
 Joel Cannon — President
 Meeting time: 1st Thursday of each month at 7 pm MT
 All meetings are currently virtual, see topics under “Local   
 Chapters” at UGA website
 Contact: salt-lake-valley@ugagenealogy.org
 
     SOUTH DAVIS CHAPTER
 Skye Cranor — President
 Meeting time: 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm MT
 All meetings are currently virtual, see topics under “Local   
 Chapters” at UGA website
 Contact: south-davis@ugagenealogy.org

     VIRTUAL CHAPTER
 Michael Strauss and Eric Wells  — Co-Chairs
 Meeting time: 3rd Thursdays of each month at 7 pm MT  
 View topics under “Virtual Chapter” at UGA website
 
     UGA DNA
 Alexa Corchoran  — Chair
 Meeting time: 4th Tuesdays of each month at 6 pm MT
 View topics under “UGA DNA” at UGA website
 

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors. They do not purport 
to reflect the opinion or views of the Utah Genealogical Association or its members.
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President’s Message
by Kelly Summers, AG® - UGA President

State of the Association

Fall is here. It’s back to school for some and 
back to work for others. That’s me. I’m headed 
back to work teaching at the university. Work 
for me includes teaching college-age students 
how to discover, organize, and document their 
ancestral families. My most rewarding moments 
happen when a student finally has an “Ah-ha 
moment.” Their understanding of genealogical 
principles and topics all fall into place. These 
students see the big picture. They get the why 
and how behind genealogical research and 
documentation. I think that many of us have 
had similar experiences while engaged in our 
genealogical education journeys. An excellent 
genealogist knows that there is always more to 
learn and finds regular opportunities to broaden 
their genealogical knowledge base. 

For me, I am focused on the SLIG Fall Virtual 
2021 program. I am looking forward to this 
exceptional educational experience. Even 
though I will be coordinating the Chinese 
Genealogy course, I expect to learn from the 

Kelly Summers, Accredited 
Genealogist®, currently 
works as a part-time faculty 
member at Brigham Young 
University teaching Family 
History and History courses. 
She also teaches online 
Genealogy courses at Salt 
Lake Community College. 

Kelly has been involved in genealogical research 
and teaching for more than thiry years. Kelly 
researches in the US, Latin America, Southwestern 
European, Scandinavian, and East Asian areas. 
Kelly’s research interests lie in kinship research 
in primary source records and rural community 
reconstruction.

AUTHOR
SUBMISSIONS

For more information on 
submitting an article for UGA’s 
Crossroads, contact Gena Philibert-
Ortega at genaortega@gmail.com.

UGA CROSSROADS IS LOOKING 
FOR  FEATURE ARTICLES 
BETWEEN 1,500 - 5,000 WORDS 
FOR UPCOMING ISSUES - 
ACCOMPANYING IMAGES ARE 
PREFERRED.

expertise of the many skilled instructors in 
this course. We are fortunate at UGA to have 
so many outstanding educational offerings. I 
encourage you to participate in our monthly 
webinars, annual conference, and SLIG courses 
offered in January and Fall. We need you, join 
us as a student or a presenter. We look forward 
to your participation!
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OK, I Give Up . . . What is It?
by Sharon Hall

As genealogists we have all come across terms which 
are unfamiliar for one reason or another. Many times 
the word or terminology is obsolete, or it might 
mean something altogether different in the twenty-
first century. Such was the case as I was researching 
maternal ancestors. My third great-grandfather, 
Frances Dupee, died during the Civil War at the Post 
Hospital of Fort Beaufort, South Carolina. Like so 
many Civil War soldiers, he died not of battlefield 
wounds, but of disease. His widow, Sarah (Chadeayne) 
Dupee, began the process in August 1865 of filing a 
Widow’s Pension Application. While reviewing the 
application I simultaneously began delving into her 
French ancestry. 

I traced her lineage back four generations and came 
across Henry Chadeayne, born in France in 1678, and 
possibly my seventh great-grandfather. Although not 
yet entirely certain this was my ancestor, I discovered 
someone in 1740 of a similar name who was chosen as 
one of his town’s officers. In New Rochelle, New York, 
Henry Chadaine was appointed a “sessor.”  The word 
is part of “assessor,” a common word used today, as 
in one who assesses or collects taxes. It was, however, 
some of the other offices which caught my attention. 
Uncertain of what the terms meant, I (as I am prone 
to do) set off on a little adventure to see what I could 
learn.

I should also mention I was intrigued by some of 
the meeting agenda items. Apparently, the question 
of where sheep were allowed to pasture was of great 
concern as a “Majority of Voices” voted “that Sheep 
shall be no commoners.”  Since the term “commoner” 
today generally means someone who is of lower social 
status, I wasn’t sure what the word meant in this 
context. It appears the term refers to “commonage” 
which means the use of something, like a pasture, in 
common with others. But, I’ve digressed – back to 
civic duty.

Some of the offices were more familiar like “town 
clerk,” “constable” and “overseer of highways.” Pretty 
obvious what these positions entailed. However, what 
exactly was a “fence viewer?”  Or, for that matter, what 
were the duties of a “pounder?”  Along the way I ran 
across a few more. 

POUNDER
Ever hear the saying, “he couldn’t get elected 
dogcatcher?”  In early America the job of pounder 
(or keykeeper) may have been similar to that of 
“dogcatcher,” but it wouldn’t have been referred to 
derisively, as in a low-level political appointment. 
A pounder was responsible for herding a variety of 
animals, whether stray or wild, into an enclosure of 
some sort (a pound) and often located on his own 
property.

As local customs and conditions necessitated, a 
town might pass ordinances regulating just how 
free animals were to roam throughout city limits. 
In the early 1800s these Connecticut towns were 
apparently needing to address the issue. In the case of 
Farmington, it seems just about anyone with a means 
to corral wandering animals could be a keykeeper or 
pounder – and apparently profit from it: 

Be it enacted by the inhabitants of the town 
of Farmington . . . that no horses, cattle, asses 
or mules shall be allowed to go at large on 
the highways, commons, or uninclosed lands 
in said town; and it shall be lawful for any 
proprietor or holder of lands in said town, 
or any other person by his or her order, to 
impound any horse, cattle, ass, or mule, 
found or suffered to go at large as aforesaid, in 
a pound within said town nearest to the place 
where taken; and the owner or owners of such 
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horse, cattle, ass, or mule, as impounded shall 
pay for each the sum of sixteen cents to the 
key-keeper, before the same shall be released 
from said pound, three-fourths for the use of 
the impounder and one-fourth for the use of 
the key-keeper.

In 1800 a “bye-law, for restraining Geese and Swine, 
from going at large within the limits of the City 
of Norwich” was passed.   While geese and swine 
wandering within the city limits faced imminent 
impoundment, the new ordinance only stipulated 
enforcement for precisely a period of one year and one 
month, enacted on (no kidding) April 1, 1800.  

While animals may have been allowed to previously 
roam freely throughout a settlement, as small towns 
and townships grew into cities the citizenry wanted 
containment, preventing animals from “going at 
large.”  I suppose “going at large” could be interpreted 
more than one way, couldn’t it?  As far as being a 
pounder in days of old, it might have been a “dirty 
job” but someone had to do it.

HOG REEVE
Much like a pounder, a hog reeve wrangled stray 
animals of the porcine variety. This particular civic 
office was common throughout New England, and 
an important one since hogs were seen as a menace 
by reason of their propensity to root around in local 
fields and gardens. Whereas a cow might eat the tops 
off a potato, a hog would dig it up. 

By law, all swine were required to be yoked and have 
nose rings.  Part of a hog reeve’s duty was to outfit ring-
less hogs, and charge its owner for neglect of the law. 
Except for certain parts of Canada, the job seems to 
have been purely an “Americanism,” “an officer whose 
duty it is to take up hogs at large for the purpose of 
impounding them.”  When exactly the office was no 
longer necessary to promote local tranquility and 
order betwixt man and beast is unclear. However, by 
the mid-1800s one might see the office referred to in 
a jesting, derogatory manner.

Research

Photos by James Gage at http://stonestructures.org/index.html
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WITTY RETORT – The minister of the 
town of Abby, Massachusetts, by a strange 
concatenation of events, became somewhat 
unpopular among his people; and they, 
to show their spunk, at a March meeting 
elected him hog reeve.  The gentleman elect 
happening to be present, rose and addressed 
the moderator thus: “Sir, I was chosen some 
years ago as pastor of this flock, but as my 
flock have turned to swine, I think this 
change of office exceedingly appropriate.  I 
will endeavor to serve according to the best 
of my abilities.” 

The process of nominating a Democratic presidential 
candidate in 1860 was a rather contentious affair. 
After several delegates walked out of the Charleston, 
South Carolina convention in April, a second 
one was convened in Baltimore on June 18. It had 
already turned into a microcosm of the war to come 
– Northern Democrats pitted against Southern 
Democrats, referred to as “Fire-Eaters.”  The New York 
Times weighed in:

“Did you ever see a more wretched figure 
than the Fire-eaters cut?” will be asked in 
a loud tone by some one of the half-dozen 
Douglas men occupying the other end of the 
table.  “Darn them, they come back here like 
whipped spaniels to ask readmission!  There’s 
not one of them could be reelected in his own 
State to the office of hog-reeve; and all the 
noise they make now is only the death-rattle 
in their political throats.” 

Despite the fact this antiquated local office has long 
since been abolished, New Hampshire is an example 
of a state which still elects hog reeves, even if done 
so primarily in jest.  In 1988 a young lawyer, newly-
married, decided to run for hog reeve of Cornish, 
New Hampshire. Why?  By then, the position was 
honorary – and unnecessary.

Tradition dictates it, according to a 1989 Boston Globe 
article. Why the task would often fall to younger men 
may be somewhat debatable, however. The Globe 
suggested a reeve “may have been chosen from the 

town’s recently married men because they would 
be the most vigorous.”   One genealogical resource 
suggests that “young men were adept at putting rings 
on young ladies’ fingers.” 

 It was a vitally important issue early in New 
Hampshire’s history, as evidence by a law already on 
the books, and in apparent need of further legislation 
in 1767:

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE LAWS OF 
THIS PROVINCE FOR REGULATING THE 
MANAGEMENT OF SWINE

Although lengthy and full of “legalese” the act points 
out the importance of preventing swine from “going 
at large un-ringed” since pigs were prone to root up 
soil, “destroying the meadow and pasture land, and 
the fruit growing on tilled land.” Since owners were 
often “careless of injuring their neighbours”:

Be it therefore Enacted by the Governor, 
Council and Assembly:

That no Swine of any kind shall be suffered 
to go at large, or be out of the inclosure of 
the owner thereof – And if the owner of any 
swine of any sort or kind shall suffer them 
he owns, or is possessed of, so to be, and go 
at large out of his or her inclosure, he or she 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of six shillings 
for the first offence, and twelve shillings for 
the second . . .

Thus, while some New England towns passed local 
ordinances addressing such issues, in New Hampshire 
it was state law. Like many other towns throughout 
New England, New Hampshire also needed a fence 
viewer.

FENCE VIEWER
This civic position still exists today, although not 
exclusively in the New England area (some places in 
the Midwest still elect or appoint fence viewers). For 
example, someone serving as trustee of a small town 
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or township or a county commissioner might have 
fence viewer responsibilities.  

In early America, however, this civic position carried 
weight in terms of local governance. By the way, if 
your ancestor served as a fence viewer during the 
Revolutionary War (and you can prove it), you qualify 
to join either Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) or Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) as 
a patriot descendant.

The Massachusetts Colony made provisions for fences 
in 1647 “For the better preserving of Corn from 
damage, by all kinde of Cattle, and that all Fences 
of Corn-fields, may from time to time be sufficiently 
upheld and maintained.”  The job of fence oversight 
at that time fell to the selectmen of all towns:

for the repairing of all Fences both general 
and particular, within their several townships, 
excepting Fences belonging to Farms of one 
hundred Acres or above and have power to 
impose upon all Delinquents, twenty shillings 
for one offence; and if any Select men shall 
neglect to make Orders as aforesaid, they shall 
forfeit five Pounds to the use of the Town, 
and so for every Months default from time 
to time.

Thus, so important was the job of fence viewer that if 
a selectman failed in his duties he would be required 
to pay the town for dereliction of duty.  In order to 
prevent such dereliction, however, selectmen could 
appoint up to two additional persons per year to 
“view the Common fences, of all their Corn-fields, 
to the end, to take due notice of the real defects and 
insufficiency thereof.” Furthermore, any perceived 
defects or insufficiencies required proof provided by 
two or three witnesses.

A town’s fence viewer would take his job seriously, 
regularly walking through the town to “see that the 
fence be sett in good repaire, or else complain of it.”  
It was, of course, to an owner’s advantage to keep his 
fence in good repair. If he didn’t, and an animal broke 
through it, he would be liable for any damages. If the 
fence remained un-repaired, the fine might be doubled 

and paid to the person who eventually performed the 
repair, often the fence viewer cum fence repairer.

Fence laws set requirements for sound construction 
as well as height limitations.  In early America a 
“sufficient fence” would have been required to be at 
least four to five feet high.  In New Jersey a sufficient 
fence would measure “Four Foot and Four Inches 
High.” 

Whether a fence viewer actually measured a fence’s 
height or just “eyeballed” it, one anecdotal account 
in Vermont newspapers in 1868 pokes a bit of fun 
(perhaps that state’s fence viewers took their work a 
little too seriously sometimes?):

FENCES AND FENCE VIEWERS IN 
MORRISTOWN:

Fence Viewers – E.M. Irish, weight 300 lbs; 
Leonard Wood, height 6 feet 8 inches, and 
“Banty” Terrill, size of a tame cherry!

Voted, That all fences upon which Irish could 
sit, that Wood couldn’t straddle, nor Banty crawl 
through, should be deemed legal fences!

In addition to regularly inspecting a town’s fences, 
a fence viewer might be required to walk the town’s 
boundaries with its selectmen, an annual tradition 
meant to ensure a nearby town wasn’t encroaching 
upon their own:

“Beating the bounds” was a specially 
important duty in the colonies where land 
surveys were imperfect, land grants irregular, 
and the boundaries of each man’s farm 
or plantation at first very uncertain.  In 
Virginia this beating the bounds was called 
“processioning.”  Landmarks were renewed 
that were becoming obliterated; blazes on 
a tree would be somewhat grown over – 
they were deeply recut; piles of great stones 
containing a certain number for designation 
were sometimes scattered – the original 
number would be restored.  Special trees 
would be planted, usually pear trees, as they 
were long-lived.  Disputed boundaries were 
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The Utah Genealogical Association (UGA) 
was formally organized September 25, 1971, 
by the State of Utah as a nonprofit educational 
organization.  The Association’s interests are 
worldwide: it is not affiliated with any religious or 
political organization.

Mission Statement: UGA provides genealogical 
information, sources and education through 
personal instruction and published media on 
state, national and international family history 
topics, while promoting high standards and ethical 
practices.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Provide education, instruction, and training 
that will raise the standards of genealogical and 
family history research through publications, 
classes, lectures, local workshops and seminars, 
and an annual statewide conference.

2. Publish instructional information of value to 
genealogists everywhere.

3. Provide information to the genealogical public 
relative to Family History Library collections.

4. Recognize the diverse genealogical interests in 
Utah and the Intermountain West by providing 
a worldwide focus when publishing or teaching 
information of interest to genealogists through 
vehicles such as Crossroads, other periodicals, 
and special monographs, as well as seminars, 
conferences, and institutions.

5. Locate, copy, index, publish, and otherwise make 
available to the public, genealogical records of 
Utah, including original records, compiled 
family genealogies, and similar records of the 
Intermountain West useful for Utah lineages.

6. Support the work of local, state, and national 
genealogical and historical organizations 
to promote and foster the active interest in 
and scholarly reputation of genealogy. Work 
cooperatively with these and other organizations 
to achieve mutual goals.

7. Foster both expertise and ethical practices among 
genealogists worldwide.

Sharon Hall has a passion 
for history and genealogy, her 
philosophy being that in order to be 
adept at one discipline (genealogy) 
one must be well-versed in the 
other (history). Her bi-monthly 
digital publication, Digging 
History Magazine, features in-
depth articles which bring the two 

disciplines together. Sharon also provides genealogical and 
newspaper research services and custom-designed family 
history charts for her clients. For more information, check 
out her website:  https://digging-history.com/.

decided upon and announced to all the 
persons present, some of whom at the next 
“processioning” would be living and be able to 
testify as to the correct line.  This processioning 
took place between Easter and Whitsuntide, 
that lovely season of the year in Virginia; 
and must have proved a pleasant reunion of 
neighbors, a May-party.  In New England this 
was called “perambulating the bounds,” and 
the surveyors who took charge were called 
“perambulators” or “boundsgoers.” 

Fence viewers arbitrated boundary disputes as well.  
While New England and parts of the Midwest may 
have required the services of fence viewers, Westerners 
– Texans in particular – have at times mildly mocked 
the tradition:

A Connecticut editor has been elected fence 
viewer, and now calls upon all persons having 
fences to be viewed to bring them to his office.

Three clergymen have been chosen fence 
viewers in Charlotte, Vt.  They were given to 
railling [sic].

Every state has fence laws, even Texas, although I 
couldn’t locate a record of the need for fence viewers 
in the Lone Star State. Really, who would have needed 
them when you had barbed wire!



FALL 2021 - CROSSROADS    11

Case Study

Seeing Double: A Faulconer
Identity Puzzle Essay

by J.H. Fonkert, CG

Names can bedevil genealogists. Sometimes, an 
ancestor’s name mutates over time. Other times, 
different people with the same name are easily 
confused.

This is the story of two John C. Faulconers, both 
of whom named sons James Coleman. The two 
sons were about the same age and lived less than 
100 miles apart in Missouri – at least for a short 
time.They could be easily confused.

In fact, they have been confused. A funeral 
memorial booklet for Elizabeth Ann (Fawkner) 
Ehlenbach, who died in Superior, Wisconsin, 
in 1953, stated that Elizabeth’s father was James 
Coleman Fawkner and that Elizabeth was born in 
1870 at Sturgeon (Boone County), Missouri.1 

When I challenged students in a research 
workshop at the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy 
to find the parents of Elizabeth Ann Fawkner, an 
experienced genealogist proposed James Coleman 
Faulconer of Missouri as her father. 

Focusing on the middle name of Coleman, the 
student found a Find a Grave memorial for 
James Coleman Faulconer, who was buried in 

Lewis County in northeastern Missouri in 1904.2 
Spoken aloud, Faulconer and Fawkner sound 
a lot alike. They plausibly were variants of the 
same name. In 1900, James C. Faulconer, born 
December 1834 in Kentucky, lived in Ralls 
County.3 James appears in every previous federal 
census back to 1850, when he was enumerated as 
James P. Faulconer – the “P” middle initial being 
a mistake. He was the son of John C. Faulconer, 
born about 1808 in Virginia.4

Despite the middle initial error and the variously 
recorded given names and surnames, it is clear the 
James was the son of John. The probate of John 
C. Faulconer’s estate removes any doubt. James 
Coleman Faulconer, a minor heir of the estate of 
John C. Faulconer, but over the age of 14, chose a 
guardian in February 1855.5

Had the student paid closer attention to the 
family described in the memorial booklet, he 
would have known he had locked in on the wrong 
family. The booklet said Elizabeth Ann’s mother 
was Julia Angell and that the family had moved 
to Arcola, Illinois. Elizabeth Ann was the fourth 
of 11 children, the others being Robert Grant, 

1  “In Memory of Elizabeth Ann Fawkner Ehlehbach,” funeral memorial booklet, about 5 February 1953, Johnson Mortuary, 
Duluth, Minnesota, received from Adele Ehlenbach Brown, Duluth, Minnesota, about 2000. Copy in author’s files.

2  Lillie Riney, “James Coleman Faulconer,” Find a Grave memorial 7902806; https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/7902806/
james-coleman-faulconer, accessed 12 April 2021.

3  1900 census, Ralls County, Missouri, Clay Township, Enumeration District 99, dwelling 64, family 64, James C. Faulconer; 
Ancestry.com, 1900 United States Federal Census, online database (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, 2004), digital 
image from Family History Library (FHL) microfilm 1,240,884.

4  1850 census, Lewis County, Missouri, District 43, dwelling 823 [obscured], family 824, John C. Faulconer; Ancestry.
com, 1850 United States Federal Census, online database (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, 2009), digital image by 
FamilySearch from National Archives and Records Administration microfilm M432, roll 404.

5  Lewis County, Mo., Probate Court, Probate Record 4, p. 149; FHL film 7,630,706, image 467.
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Julia, Cyrus, Carrie, 
William, Hattie, 
Mattie, an unnamed 
infant, Henry, and 
Frederick – clearly not 
the family enumerated 
in Lewis County.

Elizabeth Ann’s birth 
family lived near 
Sturgeon in Boone 
County in 1870. The 
census enumerator 
recorded the family 
name as “Falker,” 
but both parents 
and children are a 
good match for those 
named in the funeral 
booklet. Also in the 
Falker household was 
Ann B. Sears, 62 and 
born in Virginia.6 It’s 
a bit of a long story, but the shortened story goes 
like this:  James C. “Falker” can be tracked back to 
1850, when he lived next door to Ann B. Sears – 
his mother --  in Hendricks County, Indiana.7 The 
widow of John C. Fawkner, Ann B. Fawkner, had 
remarried to Wesley Sears in 1841.8

This is where things get interesting. John C. 
Fawkner’s granddaughter – that is, James C. 
Fawkner’s daughter – wrote a short family history 
many years later, about 1917. She related that 
John C. Fawkner was born in England in 1777. 

When he came to America, he met and married a 
distant cousin, Anna Faulconer, in Orange County, 
Virginia. In Ida’s words:

When they were married in 1828, John C. 
Faulkner changed the name to Fawkner, so his 
wife might have at least a change in the spelling 
of her name when married.9

The name change story does not hold water, but the 
marriage is clearly documented. Ann’s mother, Ann 
B. Faulconer, was the witness to the 19 July 1828 
marriage of John C. Fawkner and Ann Faulconer 

6  1870 U.S. Census, Boone County, Missouri, Township 51, p. 51, [dwellings and families not numbered], James C. Falker; 
Ancestry.com, 1870 United States Federal Census, online database (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, 2009), digital 
image by FamilySearch from NARA microfilm M593, roll 760.

7  1850 U.S. Census, Hendricks County, Indiana, Marion Township, p. 159 [penciled], dwelling 1,119, family 1,119, William 
B. Sears household, and dwelling 1,120, family 1,120, James C. Faulkner; Ancestry.com, 1850 United States Federal Census, 
online database (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, 2009), digital image by FamilySearch from NARA microfilm M432, 
roll 150.

8 Hendricks County, Ind., Clerk of Circuit Court, Marriage Records Book 2, p. 126; FHL film 4,714,911, image 313.
9  Ida K. Fawkner, “Fawkner Family” (“from old papers now [1941] in possession of Mrs. Fannie Armstrong Rogers”), in 

Illinois Socety, D.A.R. Genealogy Records, 1940-41 (Urbana, Ill.: Alliance Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
1941.

James Coleman Faulconer grave, Liberty Cemetery, 
Lewis County, Missouri 

Ann B. (Faulconer) Sears grave, Danville South 
Cemetery, Hendricks County, Indiana
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Jr.10 Yes, if born about 1777, John was over 50 – the 
marriage was his fourth.11

The name change story implies that John C. 
Fawkner was properly a Faulconer. In fact, various 
documents record his name as Falkner, Folkner, 
Faulkner, Faulconer, or Fawkner. When he married 
in Garrard County, Kentucky, in 1806, his name 
was recorded as John C. Faulkner.12 When he was 
licensed to perform marriages in Bourbon County 
in 1809, he signed his name “John C. Faulconer.”13 
When he sold land in Woodford County in 1811, 
he signed the deed “John C. Fawkner.”14 He had 
not just arrived from England in 1828, and he did 
not change his name for the benefit for his wife’s 
benefit.

Ann Jr.’s mother, Ann, was also known as Nancy. 
(Nancy is a nickname for Ann).15 She was the 
daughter of James Coleman, whose 1831 will 
named his daughter, Nancy Faulconer.  Nancy 
Coleman married George Faulconer in 1793 in 
Orange County.16 George Faulconer died about 
1816. His will named his wife, Nancy, and several 
children, including a daughter, Ann, and a son, 
John.17 In 1835, Ann (aka Nancy) Faulconer 

wrote a will naming a son, John C. Faulconer and 
a daughter, Nancy.18  Nancy was Ann, who had 
married John C. Fawkner. John C. Faulconer was 
her brother.

TWO JOHN C. FAULCONERS – NEVER 
THE TWAIN SHALL MEET
The John C. Fawkner who married Ann 
Faulconer, Jr., in 1828 was probably a Faulconer, 
but he was not the John C. Faulconer who lived 
in Lewis County, Missouri. There were two John 
C. Faulconers in Orange County. The 1835 
will hints at the possibility. An 1837 report of 
the settlement of the account of Nancy [Ann] 
Faulconer’s guardianship for her children confirms 
the possibility. Each of George Faulconer’s 
children was to receive $285. Separate payments 
were made to “John C. Faulconer husband of 
Ann” in 1829 and to Jno C. Faulconer in 1833.19 

There were two John C. Faulconers. The first, 
using the name Fawkner, married Ann’s daughter 
(Nancy) Ann in 1828. Then, in 1832, Ann’s 
son, John C. Faulconer, married Mary Ann 

10  Orange County, Va., County Clerk, Marriage Register 1, p. 124; FHL film 4,810,100, image 258.
11  For a proof of his four marriages, see J. H. Fonkert, “Finding a Man’s Past through his Children: Four Wives of John C. 

Fawkner of Kentucky and Indiana,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly, 99 (September 2011): 165-84.
12  Bill and Kathy Vockery, comp., Garrard County, Kentucky Marriage Records 1797-1853 (Garrard County [Ky.] Historical 

Society, 1989), p. 35.
13  Bourbon County, Ky., Clerk of County Court, Loose Papers (marriage records), Drawer 5; FHL digital film 4,542,753 (from 

FHL film 183,079), image 221.
14  Woodford County, Ky., Clerk of Court, Deed Book E, p. 250, John C. Folkner to William Agun; FHL film 8,192,321, image 

412.
15 Christine Rose, Nick-names Past and Present, 4th Edition expanded (San Jose, Calif.: Rose Family Association, 2002), p. 2.
16 Orange County, Va., County Clerk, Marriage Register 1, p. 33; FHL film 4,810,100, image 167.
17  Orange County, Va., County Court, Will Book 5, p. 48; FHL film 7,645,707, image 41.
18  Orange County, Va., County Court, Will Book 8, p. 125; FHL film 7,645,708; image 426.
19  Orange County, Va., County Court, Guardians accounts, 1825-1852, pp. 196-7; FHL film 7,579,026, image 234.
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J. H. (“Jay”) Fonkert, CG® researches 
Norwegian Morstads, Swedish Falks, 
German Rombkes, English Tidballs, 
Kentucky Fawkners, and Dutch 
Zorgdragers from his home in Roseville, 
Minnesota. He has lectured in a dozen 
states, taught at the Salt Lake Institute 
of Genealogy, and published more 
than 80 research and teaching articles, 

including three in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly. 
He is co-managing editor Minnesota Genealogist and a past-
president of the Minnesota Genealogical Society.

Quisenberry.20 The payments were made to each 
shortly after their marriages.

Both young couples went west to Kentucky and 
beyond.

	John C. Fawkner went to Kentucky, where 
James Coleman Fawkner was born in 1829.21 
James died in 1889 in Arcola, Illinois.22

	John C. Faulconer went to Kentucky, where 
James Coleman Faulconer was born about 
1834. John’s name appears twice on a March 

20  Orange County, Va., County Clerk, Marriage Book 1, p. 134; FHL film 4,810,100, image 268.
21   “Statistics for Applicant for Admission to Illinois Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb,” Fred Fawkner 

probate packet, Douglas County, Illinois Clerk and Recorder, Arcola, Illinois; copy in author’s files.
22   Julia A. Fawkner general affidavit, 3 December 1889, Arcola, Illinois, in James C. Fawkner Civil War pension file, no. 

332629. Fawkner’s death is not recorded in the county death register. 
23   “Memorial of Inhabitants of Lexington and Fayette County, KY., Disapproving of the measures of the Executive in removing 

the Deposites [sic] from the Bank of the United States,” 27 March 1834, Serial Set 240 S. doc. 217, viewed 6 June 20 at http://
persi.heritagequestonline.com. 

24  Kentucky Gazette, 13 July 1836.
25  Lewis County, Mo., Marriage Book 1, p. 49; FHL film 7,515,686, image 37.

1834 petition from inhabitants of Lexington 
to the U.S. Congress.23 He was probably 
the John C. Faulconer who advertised a 
set of surveying instruments for sale in 
Fayette County in April 1836.24 He was in 
Lewis County, Missouri, by 1837 when he 
remarried to Martha Ann Lamberton 11 
April 1837 in Lewis County, Missouri.25 
His son, James Coleman Faulconer, died in 
Lewis County, Missouri, in 1904.

James Coleman Faulconer and James Coleman 
Fawkner first cousins. They were given their 
middle names in recognition of their grandmother 
Nancy Ann (Coleman) Faulconer.

Lessons. The story of two John C. Faulconer/
Fawkners, two James Coleman Faulconer/
Fawkners, and their grandmother Nancy/Ann 
Faulconer illustrates two family history research 
lessons. First, characters of the same or similar 
name can be easily confused. Researchers must 
follow research subjects forward and backward in 
time to separate easily confounded individuals. 
Second, there really is no such thing as a correct 
name, thus the necessity to merge identity 
fragments into a consolidated character.

James Coleman Fawkner, about 1880, Arcola, Douglas 
County, Illinois   (GAR uniform)
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The Tragic Tale of Benjamin and 
Miriam (Gill) Harnden of  

Altoona, Blair County, Pennsylvania
by Elisa Scalise Powell, CG

“I believe that our ancestors are in a genealogical 
purgatory. They’re waiting for researchers to find 
them. When we find them, we open the vault, 
and they tell us the stories. You’ve inherited 
those stories, and they’ve shaped you in invisible 
ways.” –Henry Louis Gates, Jr.1

In 1904, under the influence of alcohol, 
Benjamin Silas Harnden attacked his estranged 
wife with a kitchen knife and then turned it on 
himself, leaving their four young girls orphaned. 
This one horrific act affected the following 
generations even without the full story being 
told. Their great-great-granddaughter wrote her 
surprise and sadness that she had pre-judged her 
grandmother in public postings on the online 
memorials of her grandmother’s parents.2 Some 
things families do not talk about, especially 
events that deeply affected them. It is possible 
for a genealogist to explore the facts of the events 
and to examine contributing factors so that 
healing based on the truth can begin.

1  Elena Nicolaou, “Gayle King Learns About the Relative Her Family Never Spoke About on PBS’s Finding Your Roots,” Oprah 
Magazine, posted 6 January 2021 (https://www.oprahmag.com/entertainment/a35133205/gayle-king-finding-your-roots : 
accessed 8 January 2021).

2  Find A Grave, database and images), both memorials added 12 February 2011 by Find A Grave contributor, Kathie Weigel 
“Zella,” Benjamin Harnden (1870-1904), memorial 65551804 (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/65551804/benjamin-
harnden : accessed 3 February 2021), citing Greenwood Cemetery, Altoona County, Pennsylvania; Miriam (Gill) Harnden 
(1872-1904), memorial 65551706 (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/65551706/miriam-harnden : accessed 3 February 
2021), citing Greenwood Cemetery, Altoona County, Pennsylvania. Neither memorial includes a tombstone photograph. 
Descendant Paula Frederick commented on Miriam’s memorial on 14 February 2013 and 12 July 2018; she left a comment on 
Benjamin’s memorial 8 August 2015.

3  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Mirror, Thursday, 24 November 1904, page 1, column 1-2, “Horrible Double Tragedy”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/9916868 : accessed 21 Jan 2021).

WHAT HAPPENED THAT FATEFUL DAY 
On Thursday, 24 November 1904, the front pages 
of newspapers in several states printed various 
accounts of the murder of Mrs. Miriam Harnden 
followed by the suicide of the perpetrator, her 
husband, Benjamin S. Harnden. From Altoona 
to Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Wilkes Barre, and 
other towns in Pennsylvania, to Cairo, Illinois, 
Waterbury, Connecticut, and Lead, South Dakota, 
the story flew on the news wires. One of the local 
Altoona papers summarized the sensational crimes 
in a lengthy headline that reads like a synopsis: 
“Horrible Double Tragedy. Benjamin Harnden 
Murders Wife and Kills Himself. The Crime was 
Committed at the Home of Mrs. Harnden on 
Eighth Street Lane, Last Evening at 7 O’clock—
Harnden Called at the House, Knocked Wife 
Down, Cut Her Throat With a Butcher Knife, and 
Used the Same Weapon on Himself—Their Little 
Daughter the Only Eye-Witness of the Bloody Act.”3 

The murder-suicide happened soon after Miriam 
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sued Benjamin for support. Since their separation, 
Miriam had worked as a maid for insurance 
salesman T.J. Trout. After serving him dinner and 
cleaning up, she and her youngest child “Hazel, 
age 3,” returned home.4 Shortly thereafter Benjamin 
entered, killed his wife and attempted suicide. The 
toddler ran from the home to the street stating that 
her father had killed her mother. A passerby entered 
the home and secured it until the police arrived. The 
child ultimately found her older sister, Violet, who 
pushed her way into the home and kicked her father 
until she was removed. Benjamin died later at the 
hospital.5

The Blair County coroner charged $3.47 each 
for viewing the remains of the victims.6 Other 
records such as those from Lafferty Funeral Home7 
and court records supported the facts, but it was 
through newspapers where the details and emotion 
of the tragedy were portrayed. One story recalled 
on the day of his funeral tried to explain Benjamin’s 
behavior. 

About four years ago the dead man was struck 
on the head by an engine, and he was to all 
appearances dead. In fact, his parents had been 
notified to this effect and arrangements had 
been made with an undertaker to take charge of 
his remains. He apparently recovered from the 
effects of the accident, however, but is stated by 
some of his fellow workmen that since that time 
there were periods when he was not rational, and 
they attribute his tragic act to a sudden attack of 
violent insanity. They claim that he would never 
have committed the deed if otherwise was the 
case.8 

With detailed reporting and eyewitness accounts, 
the story was pieced together, with the best and 
lengthiest eyewitness accounts coming from the 
three Altoona newspapers local to the event: The 
Mirror, The Tribune, and The Times.9

4  It should be noted that Hazel was 9 years old and Mildred was 3 with it most likely that the toddler was with her mother. The 
birth order list of the children in the same article was not correct, placing Hazel last, thus creating an error that was perpetuated 
throughout many news accounts.

5  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Morning Tribune, Thursday, 24 November 1904, p. 1, cols. 1-2, “Murder and Suicide, …”; Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/55445225/ : accessed 3 February 2021). Also “Man Stabs Wife and Self to Death,” 
The Philadephia (Pennsylvania) Inquirer, 24 November 1904, p. 1, col. 3; Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/
image/169006684 :|accessed 3 February 2021). Also, Altoona (Pennsylvania) Times, Thursday, 24 November 1904, page 1, 
column 1-2, “Murder and Suicide”; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/268654063 : assessed 5 
January 2021). The Tribune story identifies the oldest child as Mabel rather than Violet and describes the kick. The Philadelphia 
paper identifies the child as Violet but states that she was removed from the scene. Because Violet’s attitude to her father is well 
documented, it would seem more likely the Altoona reporter’s error was in the name rather that the birth position. The Times 
article correctly names Violet.

6  “Receipts and Expenditures for Blair County, Pennsylvania, from January 1st, 1905, to January 1st, 1906,” The Altoona 
(Pennsylvania) Morning Times, Saturday, 31 March 1906, p. 13, column 2; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://www.
newspapers.com/image/278425692 : accessed 22 Jan 2021).

7  Jennie Amrhein, Roy Amrhein, Linda Shillinger, John P. Lafferty Funeral Home, Altoona, PA, 1889-1907 (Hollidaysburg, PA: 
Blair County Genealogical Society, 2004): 57.

8  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Times, Saturday Morning, 26 November 1904, page 1, column 4, “Parted in Life, Victims Lie Side 
by Side in Death”; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/?clipping_id=67164043 : 2 February 
2021)

9  No coroner’s reports are extant; state death records began in 1906 because recording compliance at the county level was spotty; 
the Harndens do not appear in the in Blair County Register of Deaths, v.1-2, 1894-1905, FHL microfilm 1,293,303, items 
1-2; digital image, FamilySearch, (https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/232414 : accessed 21 January 2021); no deeds 
or probates were recorded for the Harndens; newspapers remain the richest source for information and eye-witness accounts.
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BENJAMIN’S EARLY INJURIES
Named for his two grandfathers, Benjamin 
Lightner and Silas Harnden,10 Benjamin Silas 
Harnden was born in February 1871 to John Baker 
Harnden and Mary Catherine (Lightner) Harnden 
in Altoona, Blair County, Pennsylvania, where he 
would live, marry, and die.11 

At ages 13 and 15 years, Benjamin exhibited his 
impulsive, risk-taking nature resulting in sustained 
injuries. Today we know that post-concussion 
symptoms can contribute to depression,12 and 
perhaps explain why he became a heavy drinker. In 
November 1884, 

Benjamin Harnden, aged about 13 years and 
son of John Harnden, …met with a very ugly 
accident…when the carriage was between 
Ninth and Tenth streets the boy started to 
cross the avenue ahead of it. He was unable 
to do so and was struck by one of the shafts of 
the buggy. The blow was quite a severe one and 
struck the lad between the eyes and glancing 
upward made a circle of the forehead above the 
left eye, tearing the skin loose. The boy was 
taken to his home and a physician summoned, 
who found it necessary to put several stitches 
in the gash.13

Another article from May 1886 discusses the details 
of another head injury in “An Accident Which Was 
the Result of Attempting to Jump on a Moving 
Train.

10  “Deaths of a Day,” obituary for Mary C. Harnden, daughter of Benjamin Lightner, Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Monday 
morning 21 June 1915, page 12, column 3 (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57735296/ : accessed 3 February 2021). 
Also “1880 United States Federal Census,” database and images, Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/
collections/6742/images/4244230-00671 : accessed 3 November 2021), Blair County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, 
household of John B. Harnden includes father Silas Harnden, Altoona, ED 157, page 53A, stamped page 169, dwelling 457, 
family 510; National Archives micropublication T9, roll 1102.

11  1900 U.S. census, Blair County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, Altoona, ward 2, precinct 4, stamped page 99, ED 43, page 
8A, dwelling 160, family 165; Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4115006_00445 
: accessed 3 February 2021); National Archives micropublication T623, roll 1380. Also Blair County, Pennsylvania, Marriage 
License Docket vol. 9, page 190, no. 3490 (1892), Harnden-Gill; Office of the Orphans’ Court Clerk, Hollidaysburg.

12  U.S. Centers for Disease Control, “Traumatic Brain Injury and Concussion,” “Overview” in first paragraph, (https://www.cdc.
gov/traumaticbraininjury/get_the_facts.html : accessed 3 February 2021).

13  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Thursday, 6 November 1884, page 3, column 1, “City and Country.”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/269414109 : accessed 22 January 2021).

14  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Thursday, 13 May 1886, page 3, column 4, “Accident Record”; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/269413855 : accessed 21 November 2020).

…Thursday morning he attempted to get 
on another train, but being in a half-dazed 
condition consequent from awaking from a 
sound sleep, he in some manner got his right 
foot caught in a frog, and then it is thought 
was struck by a box car and thrown to the 
ground. Four of the toes of the foot were 
severely pinched, but fortunately not smashed 
and the boot bears the mark of the flange of 
the car wheel. How the foot escaped more 
serious injury it is impossible to explain. His 
head was seriously injured. There are two large 
gashes in the back of it, it is feared the skull 
has been fractured. There is also a cut under the 
left eye, but the organ of vision is uninjured. 
The wounds were dressed by the company 
physician at Huntingdon. The boy’s father 
was telegraphed for and went to the bedside of 
his wounded son on Johnstown express, and 
returned to Altoona on way passenger with 
him. He was immediately conveyed to his 
home, and later in the afternoon, when seen by 
a reporter, was resting comparatively easy. He 
complained somewhat of a pain in his head, but 
his voice was strong, and he was able to speak in 
its usual tone. His escape from an instant and 
horrible death was certainly a narrow one. Mr. 
Harnden desires to acknowledge his deep sense 
of gratitude for the kindness and attention 
bestowed upon his injured son by the railroad 
company. Nothing was left undone that would 
tend to render him more comfortable.”14
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In the newspaper account Benjamin says he was 
traveling with friends Wood and Leader, returning 
home on Tuesday night into Wednesday from a trip 
to see the Forepaugh Circus in Harrisburg when 
the accident happened on Thursday morning. 
According to the account, the Circus “exhibited 
in [Harrisburg] on Tuesday” (probably 11 May 
1886) but the Adam Forepaugh & Wild West 
Show was in Wilkes Barre then, not Harrisburg. 
Even if the referenced date intended was Tuesday, 
4 May 1886, Forepaugh’s Show was in York. It did 
play in Harrisburg on Wednesday, May 5.15 It is 
hard to know the actual reason for the mismatch 
in information—whether a reporting error or a 
misremembering. The newspaper reporter may 
have suspected that the truth was not being told by 
using the phrasing “ostensible object of the visit” 
meaning that there was some doubt. If the “half-
dazed condition” that Benjamin was in was not due 
to just waking up but to having been drunk, that 
would explain much about the accident. Another 
reason for not remembering was if he had a 
concussion headache it can interfere with memory 
and “symptoms can last for days, weeks, or even 
longer.”16 

GERTRUDE DODGES A BULLET
In 1891 Benjamin proposed marriage to Gertrude 
J. Rutter, age 17, and took out a license, but the 
marriage ceremony never took place.17 Two years 
after the aborted marriage intention, Gertrude 
married Kimmel Darr. On the marriage application 
her maiden name is listed as “Butler” which she may 
have known would be printed in the newspaper.18 
Although it could be a misinterpretation of 
Rutter—the two surnames are similar in their 
written appearance—it also could be a purposeful 
hiding of her real surname. Perhaps she did not 
want her former fiancé to know she was married. 
When Gertrude died in 1953, she left eight 
children, twenty-four grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.19 Gertrude may have counted 
herself lucky that she did not marry Benjamin and 
suffer his wife’s fate.

MIRIAM SEALS HER FATE
Just a year after taking out a marriage license with 
Gertrude, Benjamin married Miriam Gill 15 
March 1892 at the parsonage of Trinity Reformed 
Church.20 Although she was listed in the marriage 
application as being 21 years old with an occupation 
of “Lady,”21 she was more likely 19. In December 

15  “Adam Forepaugh & Wild West Show 1886 Route,” Banner Line, No. 101, September 1, 1951, pp. 4-5 (published by John Van 
Matre, Philadelphia, PA); typescript, Circus Historical Society, (http://classic.circushistory.org/Routes/4P1878.htm : accessed 2 
January 2021).

16  “Concussion,” Mayo Clinic, Patient Care & Health Information > Diseases & Conditions; digital article, Mayo Clinic, https://
www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/concussion/symptoms-causes/syc-20355594 : accessed 21 December 2020).

17  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Marriage License Docket 8, page 144, no. 2844, (1891) Harnden-Rutter; Office of the Orphans’ 
Court Clerk, Hollidaysburg. Application for marriage license 17 March 1891 and sworn before B. F. Rose, alderman. “Oct. 5 
1891. License Returned the same having never been used.”

18  “Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/1:1:VF3G-J8R : 5 August 2020), Kimmee T Darr and Gertrude J Butler, 23 Aug 1893; citing Marriage, Blair, 
Pennsylvania, United States, multiple County Clerks, Pennsylvania. Blair County, Pennsylvania, “Application for Marriage,” 
page 491, no 4391. Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Wednesday, 23 August 1893, page 4, column 2, “Marriage Record.”; digital 
image, Newspapers.com, https://www.newspapers.com/image/62820607 : accessed 22 January 2021; “To Kimmel T. Darr, 
and Gertrude J. Butler, both of Altoona.”

19  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Tuesday, 8 December 1953, page 12, column 3, “Obituaries”; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/58054917 : accessed 26 December 2017).

20  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Thursday, 17 March 1892, page 4, column 1, “Wedded”; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://
www.newspapers.com/image/56472825 : accessed 21 November 2020).

21  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Marriage License Docket vol. 9, page 190, no. 3490 (1892), Harnden-Gill; Office of the Orphans’ 
Court Clerk, Hollidaysburg.
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1892—just nine months later—she delivered her 
first-born daughter, Violet.22 Violet was followed 
by three sisters: Hazel Catherine Harnden, born 
11 November 1895,23 Miriam Gill Harnden, 
born 19 November 1897,24 and Mildred Elizabeth 
Harnden, born 5 June 1901.25

There is not much known about Miriam’s early life. 
At the time of her marriage, her parents’ names 
were given as Joseph and Ellen Gill. She stated that 
she was 21 years old even though she was born in 
1872. This was a common lie to avoid having a 
parent or guardian give signed permission to the 
marriage for an underaged bride or groom. The 
report of her death that she was 32 years old at the 
time of her death agrees with the birth information 
of September 1872 given in the 1900 census.26

The marriage application also stated that she was 
born in Huntingdon Furnace, Pennsylvania, which 

is about fifteen miles from where Benjamin’s 
parents lived just prior to his birth in Altoona,27 
and therefore probably an area with associates and 
relatives the bridegroom would have been familiar 
with. The newspaper article reporting Miriam’s 
demise listed her survivors as being her father, 
Joseph Gill “of Huntingdon Furnace,” two half-
brothers, and four half-sisters. With the mention 
of only her father being alive in 1904 along with 
half-siblings, it is likely that Miriam’s mother died 
when she was young, and her father remarried. 

RAILROAD WORKING CULTURE 
INVOLVES DRINKING
As with many men in Altoona, Benjamin worked for 
the railroad.28 From his first marriage application in 
1891 through his youngest child’s birth registration 

22  1900 U.S. census, Blair County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, Altoona, ward 2, precinct 4, stamped page 99, ED 
43, page 8A, dwelling 160, family 165; digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/
images/4115006_00445 : accessed 18 May 2018); National Archives micropublication T623, roll 1380. Miriam’s birth was 
listed as September 1872, making her age 19 in March 1892. Violet not located in Blair County Birth Records since they did 
not begin until 1894. No record in the county delayed birth records. 

23  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Register of births, v.1-3, 1894-1905, “Harden”; digital image 107, FamilySearch, Film #8418393, 
item 1; FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS16-TS7T : accessed 2 September 2020). Hazel 
C. Harnden, born 11 11 1895, female, white, parents Benjamin and Miriam Harnden of 440 5th Ave, occupation: Brakeman 
PRR. Also, Blair County, Pennsylvania, Register of births, v.1-3, 1894-1905, “Harden”; digital image 107, FamilySearch, 
Film #8418393, item 1 (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS16-TS7T : accessed 2 September 2020). 
Recorded 30 December 1895. Hazel Harden, female, white, father Benj. Harden, mother Mirian [sic] Harden, resided 504 5th 
St., father’s occupation Brakeman, born 11 - 11 - 1895, place born 504 5th St., Altoona.

24  Altoona City Hall Births, from the Original Doctors and Midwife Certificates, 1886-1905 (Altoona, PA: Blair County Genealogical 
Society, 1994): 270. Miriam Harnden, born 11 19 1897, female, white, to Benjamin and Miriam Harnden of 13 6th Ave., 
occupation: Brakeman PRR. Also, Blair County, Pennsylvania, Register of births, v.1-3, 1894-1905, Harnden; digital image 117, 
FamilySearch, Film #8418393, item 1 (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS16-T9GS?i=116&cat=232395 : 
accessed 2 September 2020). Recorded 13 July 1898. Harnden [no first name], female, white, father B. S. Harnden, mother M. 
Harnden, resided Logan Twp., father’s occupation Laborer, born 11 - 19 - 1897, born East End.

25  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Register of Births, v.1-3, 1894-1905, Harnden; digital image 384, Film #8418393, item 2, 
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS16-T9SW : accessed 22 January 2021). Recorded 21 
December 1901. Mi[l]dred Elizabeth Harnden, female, white, father Benjamin Harnden, mother Miriam Harnden, resided 
Pine Croft, father’s occupation Brakeman, born 6 - 5 - 1901, born Altoona 4th Ave. 8 St.

26  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Morning Tribune, Thursday, 24 November 1904, page 1, column 1, “Murder and Suicide”; digital image, 
Newspapers (https://www.newspapers.com/image/?clipping_id=35005900 : accessed 22 January 2020).

27  1870 U.S. Census, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, Warrior’s Mark Tp., Neff Mills, page 12, stamped 
page 850, dwelling 80, family 80, John Harnden household; Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/
images/4278581_00766 : accessed 2 September 2020),  National Archives micropublication M593, roll 1349.

28  Manuscript personnel records have yet to be researched due to pandemic restrictions. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
has several record groups of interest at the Pennsylvania State Archives which displays a website disclaimer about completeness 
and include records outside our time period. Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), “Railroad Employees” 
(https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Railroad-Employees.aspx : accessed 23 July 2020). Another good 
source of records is the Railroad Retirement Board, but it was created in 1937.
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in 1901, his occupation was listed as brakeman29 
which was “one of the most danger[ous] 
occupations on the freight train, or anywhere on 
the railroad, being required to walk atop moving 
cars and manually apply brakes.”30 With that 
job came an aptitude for risk-taking, and certain 
culture and occupational community expectations, 
including heavy drinking. The culture of drinking 
among railroaders was “an integral part of the early 
railroaders’ work life…. In the nineteenth century, 
railway workers, when off duty, were most likely 
to be found in one of the saloons; consequently, 
the call boy—a young boy who brought the off-
duty railroader his work orders—had to know the 
favored drinking spots of the men.” In particular, 
“Brakemen were regarded as being ‘the worst 
drunkards, gamblers, and rowdies in a profession 
that was infamous for drinking, drifting, and 
disorder.’ ”31

It is no question that drinking contributed to 
the 1904 tragedy. Who can say whether it was a 
cultural norm in a railroad town such as Altoona, or 
whether Benjamin also self-medicated for residual 
pain from his previous head injuries. In any case, 

Benjamin was not a quiet drunk. The newspapers 
reported charges of threats beginning just two years 
after his marriage. “Commonwealth vs. Benjamin 
Harnden. Assault and threats. Prosecutrix, Miriam 
Harnden”32 and continued until his death when 
Blair County was ordered to pay his case prosecution 
costs postmortem.”33

VIOLET CRIES FOR HELP GO UNHEEDED
At age six, Violet first went to the Penn School in Tyrone 
and was among the Honor Roll students with perfect 
attendance listed in the newspaper at least four times 
from March 1900 through March 1901.34 She either 
loved school, or was avoiding her homelife, or both.

Violet appeared in the newspaper again in July 1901 
but not under her own name. Probably fearing 
retribution from her father, then eight-year-old 
Violet and her next younger sister Hazel, age five, 
were found just after sunset wandering the streets 
about a half-mile from their home.35 They gave 
fictitious names, said they were from Harrisburg, 
and that they were visiting their grandparents but 

29  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Marriage License Docket 8, page 144, no. 2844; FHL #1,293,320. Application for marriage license 
17 March 1891 and sworn before B. F. Rose, alderman. Blair County, Pennsylvania, Register of Births, v.1-3, 1894-1905, 
Harnden; digital image 384, FamilySearch, Film #8418393, item 2, (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS16-T9SW : accessed 22 January 2021).

30  American Rails, “Railroad Brakeman: How the Job Has Changed” (https://www.american-rails.com/brakeman.html : accessed 
20 January 2021).

31  Sonnenstuhl, William J., Working Sober: The Transformation of an Occupational Drinking Culture (Ithaca, New York:Cornell 
University Press, 1996): 4; digital preview, Google Books, (https://books.google.com/books?id=tJNUneyVpWkC : accessed 22 
January 2021).

32  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Friday, 23 November 1894, page 4, column 2, “City Suits Among The Number”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57144516/ : accessed 5 Dec 2020).

33  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Tuesday, 6 December 1904, page 2, column 4, “Argument Court”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/55445576/ : accessed 3 January 2021). “The county of Blair was directed to pay 
the costs in the prosecution against Benjamin S. Harnden for deserting his wife. Harnden recently went to his wife’s home in 
Altoona, murdered her and then committed suicide.”

34  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Saturday, 3 March 1900, page 7, column 3, “The Honor Roll.”; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/57038659 : accessed 5 Dec 2020). Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Monday, 1 October 
1900, page 6, column 2, “With the Schools”; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/56144852 
: accessed 5 Dec 2020). Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Friday, 1 Feb 1901, page 6, column 2, “Roll of Honor”; digital 
image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57055024 : accessed 5 Dec 2020). Altoona (Pennsylvania) 
Tribune, Monday, 4 March 1901, page 7, column 5, “Additional School Reports”; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://www.
newspapers.com/image/57055825 : accessed 5 Dec 2020).

35  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Monday, 15 July 1901, page 1, column 4, “Where Are Their Parents?”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57105926 : accessed 18 May 2020).

Case Study



FALL 2021 - CROSSROADS    23

could not tell their grandparents’ names or where 
they lived. They spent two days at the police station 
before they were taken home to their mother who 
also had a five-week-old baby, Mildred, and three-
year-old Miriam. If the girls talked about their 
family life to the police, it was not recorded. The 
newspaper story summarizing their adventures 
describes an earlier effort to make their homelife 
conditions known.

Where the Children Belonged. The two Miller 
children who claimed to be from Harrisburg and 
who were picked up on the streets last Sunday 
night and sheltered at the police station, have 
turned out to be Helen [sic] Harnden, aged 8 
years, and her 5-year-old sister, daughters of B. 
S. Harnden, of 802 Fourth avenue. They had 
left home Sunday evening for a walk and did 
not return. This caused their mother much 
worry and yesterday morning she read of the 
two Miller children being sheltered at the 
police station. Believing that they were her lost 
children she telephoned the police authorities 
and identified them by the description 
furnished. They were taken home. 

It seems to be a mania with little Helen [sic] 
to play such pranks as on one other occasion, 
she went to Alderman Irvin’s, where she gave a 
fictitious name and told a terrible story of the 
treatment she had received at the hands of her 
father.”36

It is a shame that no one believed little Violet. The 
customs of the time spoke louder than the child’s 
multiple cries for help. In the end, she expressed 

her anger toward her father by kicking his prostrate 
body after he had killed her mother.

When the oldest daughter, Violet, aged 12, 
heard of the tragedy, she hastened to the house. 
On seeing the awful effects of the tragedy that 
had been enacted, it is said that she became 
so highly incensed at the father’s cruelty that 
she rained kicks on his prostrate form. It is 
alleged that he made an attempt to reach her, 
but weakness from the excessive loss of blood 
prevented him. Angered as he was, she possibly 
might have met the same fate as her unfortunate 
mother had he possessed sufficient strength to 
enable him to reach her.37

THE FINAL STRAW
The Harndens separated about April 1904, “owing 
to unhappy marital relations,” with Miriam taking 
the children to live with her.38 In her situation, 
Miriam had little recourse. The first battered 
women’s shelter in the United States was not 
opened until 1973 and although Pennsylvania was 
the first state to pass legislation providing for orders 
of protection for battered women, it was not until 
1976.39

Both liquor and Benjamin’s nature were to blame 
for their tumultuous marriage and abuse: 

Those who are acquainted with the affairs of 
the murdered couple say that the use of liquor 
was responsible for their separation. Several 
years ago they had parted, but, when Harnden 
showed a spirit of repentance, friends were 

36  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Tuesday, 16 July 1901, page 1, column 5, “Where the Children Belonged”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57105934 : accessed 18 May 2020).

37  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Times, Thursday, 24 November 1904, page 1, column 2, “Murder and Suicide”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/268654063 : assessed 5 January 2021).

38   Waterbury (Connecticut) Evening Democrat, Saturday, November 26, 1904, page 4, column 6, “Kicked Dying Father”; 
digital image, Chronicling America, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93053726/1904-11-26/ed-1/seq-4 “Benjamin 
Harnden, aged 32, a Pennsylvania railroad brakeman, had been separated from his wife since last April, owing to unhappy 
marital relations. Mrs. Harnden had the custody of their four children and worked hard to maintain their humble home.”

39  Saint Martha’s Hall, http://saintmarthas.org/resources/history-of-battered-womens-movement, accessed 26 January 2021. 
Tierney, Kathleen J., “The Battered Women Movement and the Creation of the Wife Beating Problem” in Social Problems, 29, 
no. 3 (Feb 1982): 207; digital preview, JSTOR (https://www.jstor.org/stable/800155?seq=1, accessed 26 Jan 2021).
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able to effect a reconciliation. Again he took to 
drinking heavily, the neighbors claiming that 
when intoxicated he would come home and 
brutally beat his wife, compelling her to take 
her children and leave him.40

“Unhappy marital relations” was an understatement. 
Miriam tried multiple times over the years to report 
her husband to the authorities—a brave act for the 
time—with each occurrence publicly reported in 
the newspaper. Exactly ten years to the day prior to 
the final tragedy the newspaper listed a court case 
of the Commonwealth vs. Benjamin Harnden for 
assault and threats brought by Miriam Harnden.41 
Benjamin was arrested and jailed “on the charge of 
wife-beating” on 15 March 1903.42 In July 1904, 
Mrs. Miriam Harnden filed a complaint against her 
husband for “assault and threats” before Alderman 
John J. Irwin.43 This was the same alderman that 
little Violet had visited and “told a terrible story 
of the treatment she had received at the hands of 
her father.” Alderman Irwin ordered $200 bail 
($5,853 in 2021 purchasing power44) for Benjamin 
and a subsequent hearing on August 2. Hopefully 
his deliberations were not unduly influenced by 
sympathy for a fellow railroader. Alderman Irwin 

had formerly worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company as did his two sons.45 

Categorized as a “significant risk factor” in femicide 
is that the victim recently left the home of the 
perpetrator. The risk becomes even greater if the 
perpetrator owns a weapon or if the woman left for 
another man.46 Although the latter two factors are 
not apparent in the Harnden case, it might be that 
Miriam’s attempt to create a safe place for herself 
and her daughters made the situation worse, calling 
more public attention to the marital strife.

After leaving him, Miriam sued her husband 
for desertion and support of just $15 per month 
(equivalent to $440.87 in 2021), causing more 
tension between the couple. 

This he had paid up to the present month, but 
it is said that he chafed under the court’s order 
and often threatened that he would put an end 
to it. When he failed to pay the money this 
month, which was due several days ago, his wife 
sent him a letter requesting that he send her the 
funds, as she was badly in need of it. This letter 
he received yesterday, and it is thought that it so 
angered him that he decided to end the matter 
by killing his wife.47

40  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Times, Thursday 24 November 1904, page 1, column 2, “Liquor Caused Trouble”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/268654063 : accessed 21 November 2020).

41  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Friday, 23 November 1894, page 4, column 2, “City Suits Among the Number”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57144516 : accessed 22 Jan 2021).

42  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Monday, 16 March 1903, page 8, column 4, “From the Mayor’s Office”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57062505 : accessed 22 Jan 2021).

43  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Saturday, 30 July 1904, page 5, column 3, “In Alderman J. J. Irwin’s Court”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/55405918 : accessed 3 January 2021).

44  Official Data, interactive website (https://www.officialdata.org/us/inflation : accessed 25 Jan 2021).
45  Sell, Jesse C., Twentieth Century History of Altoona and Blair County, Pennsylvania, and Representative Citizens, (Chicago, IL: 

Richmond-Arnold, 1911): 557-558; digital image, Google books, (https://books.google.com/books?id=X88wAQAAMAAJ: 
accessed 5 Dec 2020).

46  Jacquelyn C. Campbell, PhD, RN, Daniel Webster, ScD, MPH, Jane Koziol-McLain, PhD, RN, Carolyn Block, PhD, Doris 
Campbell, PhD, RN, Mary Ann Curry, PhD, RN, Faye Gary, PhD, RN, Nancy Glass, PhD, MPH, RN, Judith McFarlane, 
PhD, RN, Carolyn Sachs, MD, MPH, Phyllis Sharps, PhD, RN, Yvonne Ulrich, PhD, RN, Susan A. Wilt, DrPH, Jennifer 
Manganello, PhD, MPH, Xiao Xu, PhD, RN, Janet Schollenberger, MHS, Victoria Frye, MPH, and Kathryn Laughon, MPH, 
“Risk Factors for Femicide in Abusive Relationships: Results From a Multisite Case Control Study,” American Journal of 
Public Health, 93 (2003 July): 1089–1097; posted in the U.S. National Library of Medicine, The National Institutes of Health 
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1447915 : accessed 3 February 2021).

47  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Times, Thursday, 24 November 1904, page 1, column 2, “Murder and Suicide”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/268654063 : accessed 21 Jan 2021). This account of the evening’s events seems to be 
the truest one.

Case Study



FALL 2021 - CROSSROADS    25

48  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Morning Tribune, Saturday, November 26, 1904, page 5, column 2, “Funeral was Private”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/55445300 : accessed 3 January 2021).

49  Jennie Amrhein, Roy Amrhein, and Linda Shillinger, John P. Lafferty Funeral Home, Altoona, PA, 1889-1907 (Hollidaysburg, 
Penn.: Blair County Genealogical Society, 2004): 57.

50  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Ejectment and Misc. docket V, page 210, no. 455, Harnden Guardianship Appointment, 1904; 
microfiche, “Orphans Court Auditors Reports, volume V, 1904-1905, pp. 194-240,” Blair County Prothonotary Office, 
Hollidaysburg. Decree was made 12 December 1904.

51  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Monday Morning, June 21, 1915, page 12, column 3, “Deaths of a Day”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/57735296 : accessed 21 Nov 2020).

52  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Mirror, Tuesday, 22 November 1938, page 1, column 1, “J. B. Harnden, Last of City’s G.A.R., Dies”; 
microfilm, Reference Department, Altoona Area Public Library, 1600 5th Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16602.

53  No record found for Violet Harnden in: general Ancestry.com search for Violet Harnden, born 1892 +/- 5 years. Specific 
1910 census search for Violet Harnden, age about 18, and by first name only for Blair and surrounding counties on both 
FamilySearch.org and Ancestry.com. “Blair County Marriage License Index-Females (1885-1980, H-R)” microfilm 007730167, 
item 1, section 94, FamilySearch.org. “Blair County Registration of Deaths, v. 1-2, 1894-1905”, microfilm 005546705; Violet 
not in vol. 1 (1902-1905); vol. 2 is the overflow area for each letter for vol. 1 and had no “H” section. “Pennsylvania Death 
Certificates, 1906-1967,” Ancestry.com, shows no results for Violet Harnden born 1882-1902, or first name Violet, born 
1887-1897 with father’s surname Harnden. FindaGrave.com, search for Violet Harnden, also any Violet in Blair County, born 
1887-1897.

FINAL ARRANGEMENTS
The tragic couple was laid to rest side by side two 
days after their demise “with as much privacy as 
possible to escape the eyes of the curious…The four 
children of the unfortunate couple will be taken by 
Mr. Harnden, the grandfather, who will endeavor 
to have them entered in a home connected with the 
United Brethren church, where they will be educated 
and taught to lead a Christian life.”48 Perhaps at ages 
63 and 66, respectively, John Harnden and his wife, 
Mary Catharine, could not take on the challenges 
of raising four young girls due to age or infirmity, 
even if they were the grandparents. John Harnden 
did take on the financial responsibility of burying 
the couple by hosting their funeral services at his 
house and paying for expenses.49

THE ORPHANS
Less than three weeks later the court sealed the fates 
of the four Harnden girls—Violet Harnden, aged 
12 years, Hazel Harnden, aged 9 years, Miriam 
Harnden, age 7 years, and Mildred Harnden, aged 
4 years. Grandfather John B. Harnden, as the 
children’s “next friend,” petitioned the court to be 
appointed their guardian, “having them without 

any known means of Support outside of that care 
which has been afforded them by their grandfather, 
John B. Harnden that there is no personal estate 
and income.” The court granted the appointment.50 
A synopsis follows of each girl’s life.

VIOLET
The tragedy changed the girls lives, each differently. 
For the oldest, Violet, there is no further record. 
She is not mentioned, either alive or dead, in her 
sisters’ obituaries. In 1915, her grandmother Mary 
Catherine Harnden’s obituary did not mention any 
grandchildren.51 Her grandfather John B. Harnden’s 
obituary listed that he had six grandchildren in 
1938 but not their names.52 Violet’s rage toward 
her father probably affected her the rest of her life. 
She may have married, run away, been placed in an 
asylum, or died.53 She may have used a fictitious 
name as she did when she was younger.

HAZEL
The second oldest, Hazel Catherine Harnden 
married Chester R. Smith when she was nineteen 
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years old, with her guardian J. B. Harnden giving 
consent.54 Her obituary reads:

Mrs. Hazel C. Smith Of 105 3rd Ave., died 
unexpectedly at 1:25 p.m. yesterday at her 
home after an extended illness. She was born 
in Altoona Nov. 11, 1895, a daughter of 
Benjamin and Miriam (Gill) Harnden and 
on Nov. 10, 1914, in Altoona was united in 
marriage with Chester R. Smith by the Rev. 
M. R. Berkstresser in the city. Surviving are 
her husband, three children, Mrs. Viola Kreps 
of Fallentimber, Richard of Canoga Park, 
Calif., and Mrs. Dorothy Snyder of the city 
[Altoona], seven grandchildren, one great-
grandchild and a sister, Mrs. Mildred Roth 
of Los Angeles, Calif. She was a member of 
the Bethany Lutheran Church. Friends will be 
received in the Myers Funeral Home….55 

MIRIAM AND MILDRED
Miriam Gill Harnden, named for her mother, was 
seven years old when she was orphaned, and the 
youngest, Mildred Elizabeth Harnden, was four 
years old. Both were placed for adoption just eight 
days after their paternal grandfather was granted 
guardianship with the adoptions finalized about 
two and a half months later. Miriam was adopted 
by Charles and Annie Fetter and Mildred was 
adopted by Herman and Christina Grosse. 56 

For Miriam, perhaps it was a temporary adoption 
since J. B. Harnden consented to her marriage in 
1915 as her guardian, and she used the Harnden 
surname.57 Miriam’s 1963 obituary shows that she 
had children and that her sisters Hazel and Mildred 
were still living at the time. [It is interesting to note 
that one of Miriam’s grandsons, Robert Hite, Jr., 
was the lead singer in the 1960-70s band Canned 
Heat and died tragically in 1981.58]

Mrs. Arthur A. Stille. Services for Mrs. 
Miriam G. Stille, 65, of Pine Hook Beach, 
Milford, formerly of Holloway Terrace, will 
be Wednesday at 1 p.m. at the McCrery 
Funeral Home, 3010 Kirkwood Highway. 
Mrs. Stille died Friday of a heart attack 
at Georgetown, S.C. Interment will be in 
Gracelawn Memorial Park. Friends may call 
at the funeral home tomorrow evening after 
7. A native of Pennsylvania, Mrs. Stille lived 
in the Wilmington area 35 years, moving to 
Pine Hook Beach last June when her husband, 
Arthur A. Stille, retired. In addition to her 
husband, she is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Robert Heite[sic], living in California; a son, 
Jesse Carson, Altoona, Pa.; a stepson, Arthur 
A. Stille Jr., Willow Run; seven grandchildren; 
and two sisters, Mrs. Hazel Smith, Altoona, 
and Mrs. Mildred Roth, living in California.59

The youngest Harnden sister, Mildred, used 
her adoptive parents’ surname and became 
Mildred E. Grosse. Herman and Christina 
Grosse, both born in Germany, had immigrated 

54  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Marriage Docket 38, page 409, no. 22106 (1914), Smith-Harnden; Office of the Orphans’ Court 
Clerk, Hollidaysburg.

55  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Mirror, Tuesday, 23 February 1965, page 24, column 1, Mrs. Hazel C. Smith obituary; microfilm, 
Reference Department, Altoona Area Public Library, 1600 5th Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16602.

56  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Tuesday, 20 December 1904, page 4, column 2, “County Court”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/55446040 : accessed 13 Dec 2020). Judge Martin Bell of Blair County heard the 
matter. Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Tuesday, 7 March 1905, page 5, column 3, “Legal Matters”; digital image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/55447859 : accessed 13 December 2020).

57  Blair County, Pennsylvania, Marriage License Docket 39, page 190, no. 23057 (1915), Carson-Harnden; Office of the Orphans’ 
Court Clerk, Hollidaysburg.

58  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Mirror, 3 January 1993, Anna E. Carson Hite obituary; microfilm, Reference Department, Altoona Area 
Public Library, 1600 5th Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16602.

59  The News Journal, (Wilmington, Delaware), Monday, 7 January 1963, page 6, column 4, “Obituaries of the Day”; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/162715658 : accessed 22 January 2020).
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in 1871 and 1870, respectively, and were 
married about four years after their arrival. 
Christina, at age 53 in 1910, was listed as 
having had eight children of which only three 
were living, presumably including Mildred. 
Herman Grosse, Sr., age 65, was listed with 
no occupation but did own a house free of a 
mortgage.60 Having known the loss of so many 
children, the Grosses were in a position to care 
for and raise a child.

Mildred married Frederick W. Roth 22 October 
1923 and took up housekeeping in Altoona.61 
She was orphaned again when she lost her second 
mother 26 August 1924 as well as her adoptive 
father twelve years prior. She did have a brother 
and sister from this family, both of Altoona.62

Frederick and Mildred Roth had at least four 
children by 1940 whom they raised in Altoona.63 
It appears that the family moved to California 
afterward with the youngest child, Barbara Jean 
Roth marrying in Long Beach in 1957 and 
Mildred E. Roth dying in Riverside, California, 
25 April 1993.64

60  1910 U.S. census, Blair County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, Altoona, ward 8, precinct 2, ED 54, page 11B, dwelling 
247, family 250, Herman Grosse, digital image, FamilySearch, https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRK3-G45; 
citing National Archives micropublication T624, roll 1317.

61  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Tuesday, 23 October 1923, page 7, column 2, “Weddings”; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/56143039 : accessed 3 January 2021). “Roth—Grosse. Frederick W. Roth, of 2304 Sixth 
avenue, and Miss Mildred E. Grosse, of 2512 Eighth avenue, were united in marriage at the Hollidaysburg Presbyterian church 
by the Rev. Stacy Capers, yesterday morning. Following a short wedding trip the couple will reside at 2304 Sixth avenue.”

62  Altoona (Pennsylvania) Tribune, Wednesday, 27 August 1924, page 16, column 1, “Deaths”; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/57063952 : accessed 3 January 2021). Christina “Groose” “is survived by one son, Carl 
Groose, of Eighth avenue, and one daughter, Mrs. Harry Moore of this city. Six grandchildren also survive. The husband died 
12 years ago. She also leaves an adopted daughter, Mrs. Frederick Roth of this city.”

63  1930 U.S. census, Blair County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, Altoona, ED 18, page 4A, dwelling 83, family 93; digital 
image, FamilySearch.org (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XH83-LJV : accessed 5 January 2021) citing National 
Archives micropublication T626, roll 2004. 1940 U.S. census, Blair County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, Altoona, 
ward 6, ED 7-25, page 6B, household 131, Frederick “Rath”; digital image, FamilySearch.org (https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MT-K96R : accessed 5 January 2021) citing National Archives micropublication T627, roll 3438.

64  “California, County Marriages, 1850-1952,” Certificate 5698085 (1957) Allen-Roth; digital image, FamilySearch.org (https://
familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K8X6-GM2 : accessed 5 January 2021), Mildred Grosse named as mother of Barbara Jean 
Roth, age 20, marriage 14 April 1957 at Long Beach. “U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014,” Mildred E. Roth, 
SSN: 196-14-8704; database, Ancestry.com (https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=53530750&indiv=tr
y&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord : accessed 5 January 2021). Last Residence: 92503 Riverside, Riverside, California, Born: 5 June 
1901, Died: 25 Apr 1993, State (Year) SSN issued: Pennsylvania (Before 1951). “U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims 
Index, 1936-2007,” Mildred E. Roth, SSN 196-14-8704; database, Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/802916169:60901 : accessed 5 January 2021). Birthdate 5 June 1901, death date 25 April 1993, Claim date 24 
September 1965.

CONCLUSION
Family history can be lost through events that 
families purposefully forget but that shape their 
lives, and those of their descendants, for many 
generations to come. Understanding ancestors in 
the context of their society customs and norms, 
and not our own, helps us not to understand 
their actions and motives. Although tragic, this 
family’s story needs to be remembered so that 
future generations can understand their past and 
learn from it.

Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, a western 
Pennsylvania researcher for over 
30 years, is the co-director of the 
Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh (GRIP), and “Genealogy as 
a Profession” course coordinator at the 
Institute of Genealogy and Historical 
Research (IGHR) in Athens, Georgia. 
She was an instructor and module 

creator for Boston University’s Genealogical Research Certificate 
program (2008-2016). She was the mentor for ProGen Study’s 
1st, 25th, and 50th groups, and author of two chapters in the 
2018 Professional Genealogy: Preparation, Practice & Standards. 
The author is a first cousin, four times removed, of Benjamin 
Harnden.

Case Study
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Research

You most likely read online that the Family History 
Library re-opened on July 6, 2021. I'd promised myself 
that as soon as the Library was open, I was going to travel 
to Utah to research. I didn’t make it on opening day, but I 
was there later that week. 

This isn't just a re-opening after the COVID shutdown. 
FamilySearch used the closure to make improvements. 
Some of those improvements were still under construction 
during my visit, including the new break room, complete 
with vending machines and comfortable spaces to enjoy 
your lunch. This is a welcome addition since I found 
procuring food somewhat difficult during my visit. 
Many nearby restaurants within walking distance were 
closed permanently or temporarily, or their hours were 
significantly reduced. 

Also, be aware that the Family History Library is currently 
open fewer hours than before the closure. So if you’re in 
town on the weekend, you may want to make other plans. 
One suggestion I have is the Salt Lake City Public Library 
https://services.slcpl.org/. They are open on weekends and 
accessible via Trax.

What’s New at the FHL?
So what’s new at the Family History Library? New 
technology and brighter work areas are the most significant 
changes. Microfilm scanners, book scanners, and 
multiple-screen workspaces are now available. However, if 
you don't like technology, that's ok. If you're like me and 
would rather use an old microfilm reader, you still can. 
Various choices exist for the researcher, whether you prefer 
the latest technology or would rather go “old school.” 

The ground floor is still a discovery area where visitors can 
learn more about family history. (This floor was the busiest 
during my visit.) The second floor holds the US/Canada 
Microform Collection. The third floor is where you will 
find US and Canada books (50,000 books were donated 
in 2020!).

For those doing international research, B1 is the floor with 
the international microfilm collection and the maps (check 

out the lighted map table!). In addition, all microfiches are 
located on this floor, no matter what country. B2 is the 
international book collection.

No matter which floor you are on, you'll find the 
technology that you need. But there's also the old tried 
and true like photocopy machines. A nice bonus is that all 
photocopies are now free! 

Now, what if you need help? That’s no problem. Use a 
Family History Library computer or your cell phone (via 
a QR code) to summon help. Each floor also has a staffed 
help desk. 

Prepare Before You Go
Here are a few suggestions for preparing for your trip to 
the Family History Library.
 
• Consult the Catalog before your visit.
• Identify more than one family history research 

project. That way, if you run out of ideas or become 
frustrated with one family line, you can move on to the 
next.

• Prioritize your research. Begin with materials only 
available on-site (books, microforms, or restricted 
record images). 

• Spend some time at the computers using the subscription 
websites. The Family History Library Portal differs 
from the Family History Center Portal. While they 
share genealogy websites, the Library has additional 
subscriptions such as JSTOR.

• Need a break from research? Take advantage of what 
the first floor offers, such as pedigree chart printing (a 
FamilySearch Family Tree is required to use this service).

I want to conclude by addressing research “success.” 
Researching at a major genealogy library doesn't always 
mean you'll find everything you need. Yes, I did find records 
I needed, but I also didn't find everything I was looking 
for. That's ok. I spent time reading books and searching 
subscription websites I normally don't have access to. No 
library visit is a waste of time if you are learning something 
that will help you in your future research endeavors.

Now Open! The Family History Library
by Gena Philibert-Ortega
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Learning Genealogy
by Doing

by Taylor Bell

Editor’s Note:  Taylor Bell set a goal to earn 50 
Scout merit badges in 50 states. She chose to do the 
genealogy merit badge in Utah and worked with 
UGA Board member Julia Anderson. The following 
is about her experience.

Hello, my name is Taylor Bell, 
and I live in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee. I joined Scouts BSA 
Troop 2019 in February 2019 
when they began to allow females 
to join. I then started a journey 
to earn scouting’s highest rank, 
the Eagle Scout. Since then, I 
have been working towards a 
goal of earning a merit badge in 
every state of the United States. 
Currently, I’m up to 49 states 
and awaiting my trip to Hawaii 
(Editor’s Note: Since writing this 
article, she has achieved her goal 
of 50 merit badges in 50 states).

Over winter break, I had the 
opportunity to visit Utah (state 
number 46) and work on my 
genealogy merit badge. Everyone 
I met along the way told me to 
wait to do the genealogy merit 
badge in Utah. I didn’t really 
know why but after visiting 
Salt Lake City, I discovered 
the answer. Utah has so many 
genealogy resources and such a 
vast amount of knowledge. 

By the mystery of social media, I connected with 
Mrs. Julia Anderson and she agreed to serve as 
my merit badge counselor. I learned a lot about 
my family and my past. My mom had done some 
family history research and shared with me what 

Youth
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she had learned, but Mrs. Anderson was able to 
give even more details about my family tree.

My mom had discovered that my Lashbrook 
family came to the colonies from England. With 
the research I conducted while working on my 
merit badge with Mrs. Anderson, I learned what 
my family did in England before they came to 
America. I found the reason they were expelled to 
the colonies and even traced them several more 
generations back. I got to see photos of relatives 
from long ago and learn about familiar traits that 
have been passed down through my family.

Also, while working on this merit badge, I learned 
about the Utah history that relates to genealogy 
and why it’s so prominent there. I would have 
never had this experience if it wasn’t for working 
on my genealogy merit badge in Utah with a great 
counselor like Mrs. Anderson who was willing 
to share her knowledge and expertise with me. 

She shared with me about genealogy and how it 
relates to her life. Before completing this merit 
badge, I did not realize how deep genealogy can 
take you into the past and how much you can 
learn about the people of your past. Genealogy is 
such an interesting topic, and now, after working 
on this merit badge, I’m more interested in 
genealogy and learning about other family lines 
in my history.

With the development of the internet, there 
are so many online resources to do genealogy 
research that everyone should give it a try. I would 
recommend every scout earn the genealogy merit 
badge and be sure to find a great counselor that 
will make the experience even more fun. 

Who knew the punishment for stealing a wheel 
of cheese would lead to expulsion to a new 
country?!

Youth
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Youth

REQUIREMENTS FOR BSA’S GENEALOGY MERIT BADGE
1. Explain to your counselor what the words genealogy, 

ancestor, and descendant mean.

2. Do ONE of the following:

•	 Do a time line for yourself or for a relative. Then 
write a short biography based on that timeline.

•	 Keep a journal for 6 weeks. You must write in it at 
least once a week. 

3. With your parent’s help, choose a relative or a 
family acquaintance you can interview in person, by 
telephone, by email or letter. Record the information 
you collect so you do not forget it.

4. Do the following:

•	 Name three types of genealogical resources and explain how these resources can help you chart your 
family tree.

•	 Obtain at least one genealogical document that supports an event that is or can be recorded on your 
pedigree chart or family group record. The document could be found at home or at a government 
office, religious organization, archive, or library.

•	 Tell how you would evaluate the genealogical information you found. 

5. Contact ONE of the following individuals or institutions. Ask what genealogical services, records, or 
activities this individual or institution provides, and report the results:

•	 A genealogical or lineage society
•	 A professional genealogist (someone who gets paid for doing genealogical research)
•	 A surname organization, such as your family’s organization
•	 A genealogical education facility or institution
•	 A genealogical record repository of any type 

6. Begin your family tree by listing yourself and include at least two additional generations. You may 
complete this requirement by using the chart provided in the Genealogy merit badge pamphlet or the 
genealogy software program of your choice.

7. Complete a family group record form, listing yourself and your brothers and sisters as the children. On 
another family group record form, show one of your parents and his or her brothers and sisters as the 
children. 

8. Do the following:

•	 Explain the effect computers and the Internet are having on the world of genealogy.
•	 Explain how photography (including microfilming) has influenced genealogy. 

9. Discuss what you have learned about your family and your family members through your genealogical 
research. 

Excerpted from: Boy Scout Trail < https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/genealogy-merit-badge.asp>
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On the Bookshelf

  Author: Jack Darrell Crowder

 Publisher: Genealogical Publishing Company

  https://genealogical.com/

 Publication Year: 2018

 Pages: 102

 ISBN: 978-0-8063-5874-1

 Price: $24.95 

Women Patriots in the American 
Revolution: Stories of Bravery, 

Daring, and Compassion
by Melissa Barker

Women Patriots in the American Revolution is a nice 
little work about an overlooked period of women’s 
history. The layout of this book makes it an easy read 
and one that you can pick up and put down without 
losing your place in a larger story. The author, Jack 
Darrell Crowder, has arranged this volume so that he 
addresses each person in their own complete section, 
allowing you to read about a particular woman in a 
brief amount of time. 

Crowder says, “The work of the women on the home 
front and the fields of battle were important to the 
successes of the Continental Army. The support of the 
women allowed the army to give its full concentration 
to the defeat of the British. Without the sacrifice of 
countless women, most unknown, the Americans 
would not have gained their freedom.”

Crowder has divided the book into two sections: 
Women Patriots and Heroic Women of the Battle of 

Lexington & Concord. There are a total of 96 
individual women in this work. Some stories are only 
a paragraph in length, while others are a few pages. 
Each woman’s story includes genealogical details such 
as birth, marriage, and death dates if known. The 
author then gives information about their role in the 
Revolutionary War. 

On page 13, we learn about Penelope Pagett Barker, 
who was born 17 June 1728 in Edenton, North 
Carolina. She married John Hodgson in 1745. 
After a couple of paragraphs about her marriages 
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Melissa Barker is a Certified Archives 
Manager for the Houston County, TN 
Archives. She also lectures, teaches  and 
writes about researching in archives and 
records preservation.

She writes her own blog and has written 
articles for several publications. She is 
affectionately known as The Archive Lady. 
She is also a Professional Genealogist that 

works with clients researching their Tennessee ancestors.

and children, Crowder writes of her role during the 
Revolution. 

When British troops marched into Edenton, 
they took Penelope’s horses from her stable. 
In a fit of anger, Penelope took her husband’s 
sword off the wall in her home, raced outside, 
and cut the reins held by the British troops. 
The Officer in charge, impressed by her 
courage, allowed her to keep her horses.

This is just one of the many stories in this book. 

I was particularly pleased to see Crowder’s sources 
noted at the end of each story. There is also an 
equally impressive bibliography with numerous 
books and articles listed, including several from the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). There 
is a separate section at the end of the Bibliography 
entitled Government Records  that includes a list of 
records accessed on Ancestry.com.

Crowder includes some images and pictures in this 
volume such as on page 80, where the reader will 
find a page from the codebook of the American 
Revolutionary era Culper Spy Ring. 

This book also features African American women 
and their roles during the American Revolution, such 
as Elizabeth Freeman “Mum Bett” born c. 1742 to 
enslaved parents in Claverack, New York. One of her 
grandchildren was W.E.B. DuBois, the civil rights 
activist and writer.

Women Patriots in the American Revolution is a short 
book at only 102 pages. Still, it is full of wonderful 
stories of women during the Revolutionary War and 
their contributions to the war effort and the times 
they lived.

On the Bookshelf

AUTHOR
SUBMISSIONS

For more information on submitting 
an article for UGA’s Crossroads, 
contact Gena Philibert-Ortega at 
genaortega@gmail.com.

UGA CROSSROADS IS 
LOOKING FOR  FEATURE 
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