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Post First World War changes for women  

● Sex Disqualification Act - made it somewhat easier for women to go to university and take 
up professional jobs as teachers, nurses and a few even qualified as doctors. 

● Pre-War Restorations Act - as consequence over 25% of working women left the factories. 

● Divorce Law reform 1922 

● 1.7 million more women to men - It is normal for women to outnumber men, but this was 
the greatest difference between men and women ever recorded in a census.  For every 
1,000 men there was 1,096 women.     

● Reproductive rights – Married Love by Marie Stopes 

 

Women in the Police Service 

• Matrons were previously employed as civilians to assist with female prisoners.    
• Women Police Corps started in 1914 – volunteer force without the power to arrest 
• Florence Mildred White 

o First women to join a police force and to be attested as a constable.    
o First women to become an inspector and to receive a police pension.  

 

Women in Medicine  

• Fight for women to enter the male-dominated world of medicine began in the 19th century.  
• Elizabeth Blackwell – 1858 - First women to be accepted on the Medical Register in Britain.  

British women living in America.   
• Elizabeth Garrett Anderson - became the first women to qualify as a physician and surgeon.   
• Sophia Jex-Blake – 1869 – started the fight for women’s admission in medical education at 

University of Edinburgh, had to go abroad to get a degree 
• Louise Martindale 

o 1889 - Studied at Royal Holloway, University of London 
o 1900 - Became an assistant and then business partners with Dr Mary Murdoch  
o 1906 - gained her Doctor of Medicine and opened her own practice in Brighton and 

joined the Lewes Road Dispensary for Women and Children.   
o 1920 - Set up New Sussex Hospital for Women in Windlesham Road, there she was 

the Senior surgical Consultant Practice in London.   
o 1933 - Elected Fellow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists  
o 1937 - First woman appointed to the Council of the Royal College of Obstetricians 

and Gynecologists  
o 1943 - Elected as chair of the Sussex Hospital for Women and Children 



Women in Education  

1868 – First British women allowed to attend university -  not awarded degrees, instead they 
received a certificate of proficiency.  

1880 – First degrees were awarded 

 1888 – Eliza Orme first law degree 

 1895 - Lilian Murray first dentist  

 1898 – Ethel Charles first architect  

 

Women in Military Service  

• During the First World War (1914-1918), the role of women in Britain was massively altered 
and the women’s sphere was enlarged in every direction. Some historians mark the First 
World War as a watershed moment in women’s history when women were looked at less 
as fragile creatures and more as robust figures.   

• The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) was established in 1917 and was the women’s 
unit of the British Army.  In 1918, it became Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps.  Women 
were recruited to work as messengers, typists, cooks, and even carpenters. 

• The Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS became known as the Wrens).  They were first 
established in 1917 and disbanded in 1919 after the war ended.  Then they were revived for 
the Second World War.  Women were employed in various duties on shore hitherto 
performed by naval ratings such as cooks, clerks, wireless telegraphists, weapons analysts, 
electricians, and air mechanics. 

• The Women’s Royal Air Force (WRAF) was founded in 1918 and employed women as 
mechanics and drivers.  It was disbanded in 1920 but reinstated in 1939 for the Second 
World War.  The WRAF was given the nickname ‘Penguins’ because they were like the birds 
since they did not fly. 

 


