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Women in 1920s Britain

Post First World War changes

e Sex Disqualification Act - made it somewhat easier for women to go to university and
take up professional jobs as teachers, nurses and a few even qualified as doctors.

e Pre-War Restorations Act - as consequence over 25% of working women left the

factories.
e Divorce Law reform 1922
e 1.7 million more women to men

e Reproductive rights — Married Love by Marie Stopes

Today’s Presentation

e Police
e Medicine
e Military Service

e Education
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Women in the Police

Matrons were previously employed as civilians to assist
with female prisoners.

22 May 1914 - discussions from the Criminal Justice Bill,
undertaken at the House of Commons. Here:

Lord Henry Cavendish-Bentinck...moved a new clause
providing that there should be appointed in every county
borough and in every metropolitan borough, and by
order of the Secretary of State in any other local
authority, two or more women police constables, chosen
in county boroughs by the Chief Constable and in London
by the Chief Commissioner of Police.
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Women in the Police /) past
Florence Mildred White

Firsts
First women to join a police force and to be attested as a constable.
First women to become an inspector and to receive a police pension.

1914 Senior Language Mistress at the Godolphin School in Salisbury
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Women in the Police
Florence Mildred White

1918 Left her teaching position to join the Women’s Police voluntary
Patrols in Bath

28 May 1918 — White joined the Salisbury Police Constabulary and was
immediately attested.
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Women in the Police vy past

Florence Mildred White

1 June 1925 — Age, 51, joined Birmingham Police Force’s
Criminal Investigation Department as Lady Enquiry Officer
(Female detective).

v" First year dealt with 577 investigations

Feb 1937 - Retired

Nottingham Evening Post - 15 November 1928

i "1"'?}"5.’1‘.1' defence of women }H‘-H('l'. Sir Charles said they

woman nquiry officer attached to the Criminal

tigation Department at Birming

““ The women police have been an unqualified success in
Birmingham,”” he said. * Their duties are not quite what their
advocaies wish them to be. We think in Birmingham that we
have discovered the true sphere of woman’s usefulness in police
work. We need more, and | hope we will have them when
finances permit.”
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Fight for women to enter the male-dominated world of
medicine began in the 19t century.

Arguments against female doctors

Argument for female doctors

e Lack of physical strength
e Delicate nature
* Monthly insanity
e Brain was less suited
e Competition for male doctors
e Challenge societal role of wife and
mother

* (Caring nature
e Empathize with patients
e Just as clever and strong
e Equality




ICine

Women in Med

DICINE.
EER WOMEN IN ME
PIONEER WOM JEXBLAKE:

T ikl 2258
AU %M
N & 4“: %2

:

!

FindMyPast | Confidential | All rights reserved 2020



Louise Martindale

1889 - Studied at Royal Holloway, University of London

1900 - Became an assistant and then business partners with Dr Mary
Murdoch

1906 - gained her Doctor of Medicine and opened her own practice in
Brighton and joined the Lewes Road Dispensary for Women and Children.

1920 - Set up New Sussex Hospital for Women in Windlesham Road, there
she was the Senior surgical Consultant Practice in London.

1933 - Elected Fellow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists

1937 - First woman appointed to the Council of the Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists

1943 - Elected as chair of the Sussex Hospital for Women and Children

Louisa Martindale (front
National Women's Party row, fourth from the left) with the
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DAME LOUISA ALDRICH—BLAKE.‘
PA

rt L.
By LOUISA MARTINDALE.

In this short Biography Lord Riddell tells us he has aimed
at revealing the personality of Dame Louisa and showing some-
thing of 1l as of what she did. In this aim
he has succeeded, and many of Dame Louisa’s friends will
be grateful that this picture of her character and personality
has been drawn by on¢ who not only knew her in her work as
Dean of the London (Royal Free Hospital] School of Medicine
for Women and Surgeont to the Royal Free Hospital, but also
had a keen insight into the ruling motives of her life.

Her childhood in Welsh Bicknor on the Wye scems 1o have been

an exceptionally happy one- As a result she  became skilled We see h
ow

in navigating the treacherous river, an expert with th

e rod, h
daring swimmer, & capable veterinary er

nter and a keen anc

understanding gardener-wachievemeuts rendered possible by
body, a sound mind, a quick eye and clever hands.”
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Women in Medicine

A WO

against h

he
E O" aut
e?vy Odds she

obiograph

y und
Ictor Gouﬂn(:z. er the

10



) M LA f, cﬁ.._)lc_; , LY

i ;x‘t'mu*;s.:l

R N T




w4y past
Women in Education ’
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Women in Service

During the First World War (1914-1918), the role of women in Britain was massively altered and the women’s

sphere was enlarged in every direction. Some historians mark

when women were looked at less as fragile creatures and more as robust figures.

The was established in 1917 and was the women’s unit of the British
Army. In 1918, it became Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps. Women were recruited to work as messengers,

typists, cooks, and even carpenters.

The They were
first established in 1917 and disbanded in 1919 after the war ended. Then they were
revived for the Second World War. Women were employed in various duties on shore
hitherto performed by naval ratings such as cooks, clerks, wireless telegraphists,
weapons analysts, electricians, and air mechanics.

The was founded in 1918 and employed women as
mechanics and drivers. It was disbanded in 1920 but reinstated in 1939 for the Second
World War. The WRAF was given the nickname ‘Penguins’ because they were like the
birds since they did not fly.
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Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan Find
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AAC) in France,

v past

First female professor at the Birkbeck, University of
London — Professor of Botany

Served in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps
Commandant of the Women’s Royal Air Force

Chief Controller of the Auxiliary Territorial Service
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Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan
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Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan
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