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Why join AGRA?

AGRA has been setting and maintaining high standards in genealogical research
in England and Wales since 1968,  and now has around 150 Members and
Associates. By joining AGRA, as an accredited genealogist, you will join other
professional genealogists who have had their expertise and experience formally
recognised.

Whether you have recently graduated from a specialist genealogy course, or built
up your professional business through several years of experience, we would like
to hear from you.

What are the benefits of belonging to AGRA?

One of the main benefits, cited by those
new to AGRA, is the opportunity for
networking with like-minded
professionals. We have local network
groups across the country who organise
informative talks and discussions, visits to
local archives and social get-togethers.

Another key benefit is the automatic listing of all Members and Associates in
the AGRA Directory on our website. This is widely visited by potential clients
from across the globe looking to hire a professional genealogist in England and
Wales. Your page in this Directory allows you to select from a number of
different specialities and describe your own business in your own “mini
webpage”, including links to your own website and social media pages.  Many
AGRA professionals find they attract plenty of new clients through this channel,
often replacing the need to advertise.
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AGRA also holds regular study days and
archive visits, providing valuable
opportunities for your Continued
Professional Development and helping you
keep abreast of developments in the field of
genealogy. Membership of AGRA provides
reassurance to your potential clients of your
professional competence, that you will abide
by the AGRA Code of Conduct and that they will receive a quality service.

Finally, AGRA professionals enjoy a range of other benefits, including a bi-
monthly newsletter and discounts from suppliers of genealogy products and
services. Members also have special access to GRO birth certificates (England &
Wales) within the last 50 years.

How do I join AGRA?

There are currently two categories of AGRA membership:
● AGRA Members are professional genealogists with an established business.

Members are accepted into AGRA after providing examples of their work
and their business practices. They are expected to show use of original
sources and research prior to 1837.

● AGRA Associates are generally less experienced than AGRA Members, and
are usually in the process of working towards gaining the necessary experience
for their Membership application.

Applicants for both categories of membership are required to show that they
possess a certain level of genealogical knowledge and the ability to provide a
professional research service. The criteria for Membership also require
applicants to submit a portfolio of client work.  There are some exemptions for
holders of the IHGS Higher Certificate and Diploma and the University of
Strathclyde’s Postgraduate certificate in Genealogical, Palaeographic and
Heraldic Studies.

We care about maintaining high standards of genealogy research and regularly
review our membership criteria.  The current criteria and application forms can
be found on our website: www.agra.org/join
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What our members say …

“I found joining AGRA and
meeting other like-minded
professionals an enormous help in
building up my genealogy
business” – joined as a Member in
2013

“Being an AGRA Member has proved to be one of the best decisions I
made professionally. Not only do I get support, but I also get access to
a local network group, study days and a professional network of fellow
genealogists I can call on if I need research carrying out elsewhere in
the country” – joined as a Member in 2013

“The AGRA website is a great way for potential clients to find my
business, and the locally based network groups enable members
to get together to help and learn from each other” –  joined as an
Associate in 2013, upgrading to Member the following year

“Having recently progressed from being an Associate to becoming a
Member of AGRA, I found the analysis of my previous work, project
work given and undertaken and the overall interview process to be
invaluable in my development and growth as a genealogist undertaking
research for clients” – joined AGRA in 2012

“The AGRA Study Days have enabled me to learn more about
various aspects of the industry and to network with other
genealogists.  This has improved my capability and confidence” –
joined as an Associate in 2014

“As an AGRA Associate, I have found Networking Group meetings
invaluable, providing support and encouragement, useful
networking opportunities, as well as opportunities for CPD, in
what can be a rather solitary profession” – joined as an Associate
in 2013




