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When will the 1950 census be released?  
The official census day in 1950 was April 1.  
Release date by the National Archives: April 2022.  
This census can help you confirm what you’ve already found and provide new facts & clues for 
further genealogical research.  

 
Who was counted during the 1950 census? 
Americans abroad were enumerated in 1950 for the first time, including members of the armed 
forces, crews on vessels at sea, and employees of the United States government and their 
families living in foreign countries. There were other people who didn’t fall within these 
categories. In those cases, they were to be  reported by their families or even neighbors who 
lived in the U.S. This was second-hand information which means that the information wasn’t as 
reliable. In fact, so much so that these individuals weren’t included in the published statistics.   
 
What Questions Were Asked in the 1950 Census? 
You can download the 1950 U.S. Federal Census form from the Census Bureau.  
1. Name of street, avenue or road where the household is located 
2. House (and apartment) number 
3. Serial number of dwelling unit (order of visiting) 
4. Is this house on a farm or ranch? (determined by resident) 
5. If no on 4 – Is this house on a place of three or more acres? 
6. Agriculture Questionnaire Number (If yes on 4 or 5, it had to be completed.) 
7. Name (last name, full first name and middle initial) 
8. Relationship to head of household 
9. Race (all members assumed the same race as the head unless told otherwise) 
10. Sex (Male or female) 
11. How old was he on his last birthday? If under one year, month of birth was entered. 
12. Is he now married, widowed, divorced, separated or never married? Annulment and 
common law marriage = Nev (Never married) 
13. Place of birth. (State or foreign country where born) If outside U.S., enter name of territory 
or possession, or foreign country. 
14, If foreign born, is he naturalized? Yes, No (including 1st papers) or AP (born of American 
parents abroad or at sea.) 
Questions for those in the household 14 years and older: 
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15. What was this person doing most of last week? 
16. Did this person do any work at all last week not counting around the house? 
17. If no, Was this person looking for work? 
18. If no, even though he didn’t work last week, does he have a job or a business? 
19. If working, how many hours did he work last week? Including unpaid family farm or 
business work.  
20a. What kind of work was he doing? (his occupation title)  
20b. What kind of business or industry was he working in? 
20c. Class of worker: "P" = private employment, "G" = government employment, "O" = own 
business, "NP" = working without pay 
Questions 21 through 42 (Sample only) 
 
Who You Will Not Find in the 1950 Census 
Enumerators were told not to enumerate with household: 

• People temporarily visiting the household 
• Foreign citizens visiting embassies and similar facilities.  
• Student who board elsewhere enumerated at school, not household 
• Domestic workers who don’t sleep there.  
• Household members who are currently an inmate in prison or other institution.  
• Ship crew members or people who live in lighthouses 

 
Questions asked in 1940 that were not asked in 1950: 

• Home owned (O) or rented (R) 
• Value of home or monthly rental  
• Attended school or college  
• Highest grade of school completed 
• Residence as of earlier date (April 1, 1935) 
 City, town or village having 2,600 or more inhabitants.  
 County 
 State (or Territory or foreign country) 

Farm? 
 

You Should Find More than Ever Before 
Several procedures were put in place to improve accuracy and completeness:  

• improved enumerator training 
• publishing "Missed Person" forms in newspapers 
• setting a specific night to conduct a special enumeration of people on the move 
• post-enumeration survey was instituted, recanvassing a sample of 3,500 small areas and 

reinterviewing 22,000 households. 
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