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This lesson should take you 10 minutes to 
complete. 
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Objectives  

 

 Describe the typical method of 
conducting FamilySearch 
searches. 

 

 Recognize five useful techniques 
to improve FamilySearch 
searches. 
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 Problem—Searched for Hampton Smith 
of Anderson County, S.C. in the 1900 
U.S. census without success 

 

Where in the World Is Hampton Smith? 



 Problem—Searched for Hampton Smith 
of Anderson County, S.C. in the 1900 
U.S. census without success 

 

 Solution—Search using the wild card * 

 Ham* Smith  

Where in the World Is Hampton Smith? 



 Problem—Searched for Hampton Smith 
of Anderson County, S.C. in the 1900 
U.S. census without success 

 

 Solution—Search using the wild card * 

 Ham* Smith  

 

 Found “Hamp Smith” among the entries 

Where in the World Is Hampton Smith? 



 Problem—Can’t find an ancestor because 
of spelling variations 

 

When a “?” Is an Answer 



 Problem—Can’t find an ancestor because 
of spelling variations 

 

    Solution—Use the wild card ?  

  Jam?son  
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 Problem—Can’t find an ancestor because 
of spelling variations 

 

    Solution—Use the wild card ?  

  Jam?son  

 

 Found 

   Jameson 

   Jamison 

When a “?” Is an Answer 
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Event and Relationship Selections 



















 Problem—Searched and searched for:  

 Agnes M. Flenniken  

Ohio Death records 

 1920 census 

 1930 census 

 

Where Is Agnes M. Flenniken? 



 Problem—Searched and searched for:  

 Agnes M. Flenniken  

Ohio Death records 

 1920 census 

 1930 census 

 

 No useful results   

Where Is Agnes M. Flenniken? 
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 Father—Jesse Anderson b. ~1856     NC 

 Mother—Ellen   b. ~1858    NC 

 Child—Flossie  b. ~1886     NC 

 Child—Willie Morton      b. ~1888     NC  

 Child—Libby                  b. ~1891     NC 

 Child—George               b. ~1893     NC 

 Child—Mary Hettie        b. ~1896     NC 

 Child—Pauline               b. ~1899     NC 

1900 Census 

Maiden Name? 

Married Name? 



 Search for Children’s Death Records 
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Success—4 Children 
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   Ellen Daughtry 
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Success—Ellen’s Maiden Name 



Louzenia Branch 

Flossie Boone 

Success— 2 Married Names 
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Browse By Location 







Congratulations! 
 

You have completed the lesson. Please take a 
moment to complete a short survey to provide 
feedback on this lesson.  Thank you! 
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