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Γειά σας!

Presentation Outline

• Historical background 
of the FamilySearch 
Greece Record 
Collection

• Examples of records

• How to access and 
search the collection



Collecting and preserving the world’s 
genealogical records since 1894; in 
1998 microfilm conversion to digital 
began and was completed in 2021

1980 – Microfilming started in Greece. 
Each district negotiated its own 
contract and decided which records 
could be photographed

Extensive collections: Ionian Islands, 
Thessaloniki, Athens, Piraeus, 
Argolidas, Kythera, Evia, Rethymno
(Crete). Other areas may have smaller 
collections. 

Images from FamilySearch Blog, Sept. 21, 2021

Greece Collection: 1,800 microfilms     
of vital records, from all areas



Not Poulos:  but Zacharopoulos
(male) or Zacharopoulou (female)

Not Agios Ioannis:  but Agios Ioannis, 
Sparta

Rule #1: 
You Must Know 

the Original Surname 

Rule #2:
You Must Know the Exact Village 

AND the Region  

The original surname is 
what is written in the 
records, NOT the 
Anglicized, abbreviated or 
changed names

Records in Greece are maintained 
strictly by locality
• Each village has its own records
• There are many villages with the 

same name



Civil Birth & Baptism

1 2 3

Name of child; certificate number

Birth Information as reported to 
municipal office  

Baptism information as reported 
to municipal office 

1

2

3



Civil Death

1

2
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Name of deceased; certificate 
number

Information about the death 
provided to registry office 

Information about the decedent
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2

3
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2
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Names of bride and groom

Registry office information 
and parents’ names

Marriage information, 
signatures

1

2

3

Civil Marriage



Child’s Name, Father’s Name, Birth Year and Place, Notes  

• Created at the village level
• Every male is listed
• Used for military draft and taxes
• Proves a man was registered in his village

Mitroon Arrenon (Male Register) 



Military Lists

Names of males required to serve at age 18
Printed in the Government Gazette (ΦΕΚ)
Organized by district, county, village



Juror’s Lists
(List of People Who Fulfill the Criteria to Be Called as Jurors, in Nauplion, November 2, 1849)

Column Headings:
Juror’s Name
Age
Village
Occupation
Annual income (drachmas)

Organized by 
prefecture/district, 
nomos/county, village

Printed in the Government 
Gazette  



Church Records
Metropolis: Marriage Index Books

Village: Birth/Baptism, Marriage, Death Index Books



Immediate Access to Records

If FamilySearch has records for your area, you will have immediate access 
to documents held at repositories in Greece. 

How do we find these records?
Sparta 1865



FamilySearch Menu

Note: 
It is very important to be logged into FamilySearch.
Create a free account to ensure you can view all available features.



FamilySearch Catalog 



FamilySearch Wiki
Explore the many topics on the Wiki page for Greece 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Greece_Genealogy





FamilySearch Wiki
Explore the many topics on the Wiki page for Greece 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Greece_Genealogy



Found on Greece Wiki home page  

Created by Lica Catsakis, Greek 
Genealogist

All films held by FamilySearch are 
catalogued by locality, then type of record

Easy to find what is in your area

Download and save to your computer

Guide to Greek Microfilms
at FamilySearch



Table of Contents  
Organized by region for All areas of Greece

Nomos (County) of Argolidos
Type of Record – Years – Film # – Item # on Film



FamilySearch Menu



FamilySearch Catalog
Search by Film #



FamilySearch Catalog
Search by Film # 1794178 from Greece Microfilm Guide 



FamilySearch Catalog
Search by Film # 1794178 from Greece Microfilm Guide 

=  Digital image is viewable at a Family History Center 



FamilySearch Catalog 
Naplion, January 1857 – Town Register (Dimotologion)



Nauplion, January 1857 
Town Register (Dimotologion)

Apostolos Georgiou, age 30, married
Despoina, age 25, married
Theodoros, age 9, male
Konstantinos, age 6, male
Andreas, 5  months , male



FamilySearch Catalog 
Nauplion, 1839 Census

1. Name: Efthymios Vrachoritis
2. Born in: Vrachori
3. Age: 30
4. Married
5. Resident of the city since 1836
6. Resident of Nauplias Municipality
7. Religion: Eastern Orthodox
8. Nationality: Greek citizen
9. Occupation: illegible
10. Wife’s name is Konstantina, dau of Stamatis 

Batrouziz
11. Has 4 children, names & ages: 

1. Aikaterini, 9
2. Alexandros, 8
3. Harikleia,  4
4. Georgios,  4 months



FamilySearch Catalog 
Search by Place

`



FamilySearch Catalog 
Place: Greece



FamilySearch Catalog 
Search by Place

Districts
of Greece



Villages,
Cities in 

Argolidos

FamilySearch Catalog



FamilySearch Catalog

Digitized 
Records for 

Nauplion



Nauplion Tax Records, 1854



Nauplion Tax Records, 1854

Column Headings
Name of taxpayer 
Amount of barley produced  
Tax paid on 10% of his yield  
Tax paid on 25% of his yield 
Village of residency  



How to Access Digitized Films

https://www.familysearch.org/fhcenters/locations/



Help from the Community

FamilySearch:
• Greece community page
• Southern Europe FB group

Hellenic Genealogy Geek FB page





Join Us for Session II

Topic:

Exploring Online 
Greek Digital Records  

at the 

General State Archives 
of Greece 

MyHeritage.com 
Greek Ancestry.net

RootsTech
Session ID: 500150


