
 

 

 

 
The Power of Archives  
 

• Shaping the shared sense of national, state, and individual identity that creates the 
framework for our democracy and accountability, gives people a frame of reference for 
their place in society, and helps them to understand how their location, community, and 
family have developed.  

 

• Providing a stimulating environment for documenting government and promoting 
history that nourishes an interest in people, places, and our shared histories and 
experiences.  

 

• Sourcing evidence that demonstrates the integrity and judgement of public decisions 
and actions, which lasts longer and is more reliable than individual memory. Archives 
thus support evidence-based and data-driven policy-making and accountability and have 
an impact on the lives of individuals by providing authentic and reliable evidence of past 
actions. 

 

   
 
CoSA: Who We Are 
 
Our Mission:  Using collaborative research, education and advocacy, the Council of State Archivists provides 
leadership that strengthens and supports state and territorial archives in their work to preserve and provide 
access to government records.  
 
Formed in 2002, the Council of State Archivists (CoSA) is a national nonprofit using collaborative research, 
education, and advocacy to provide leadership that strengthens and supports state and territorial archives in 
their work to preserve and provide access to government records. Its members comprise the state archivists in 
the 50 state, 5 territorial and District of Columbia archives. These individuals oversee agencies that hold a legal 
mandate to document government and protect the rights and history of the American people across our 
country. 



 

 

   
 

What We Do 
 
State Electronic Records Initiative (SERI) 
CoSA began the State Electronic Records Initiative (SERI) in 2012 in response to the explosive growth of 
electronic records in state and territorial governments. SERI provides critical training and networking to the 
state archival community in electronic records management and digital preservation. CoSA administers the 
CoSA Resource Center with open availability to information, resources, and training opportunities. CoSA is 
currently working with the National Association of State Chief Information Officers, the National Association of 
Secretaries of State, the National Governors Association, and other allied organizations to promote the 
importance of electronic records management and digital preservation with a series of guidance materials, 
conference and workshop presentations, and webinars. SERI’s funding comes largely from federal funders, 
such as the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission, however, corporate sponsorships support training and informational webinars, and 
research and publications.   
 
Emergency Preparedness 
CoSA launched its Emergency Preparedness Initiative (EPI) in response to the widespread destruction of 
records during the 2005 hurricane season. The initiative recognizes that records are at risk from a variety of 
natural disasters — tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, and more — as well as from a wide range of other threats.  
In 2007, the Federal Emergency Management Agency awarded CoSA $2.6 million to support its 
Intergovernmental Preparedness for Essential Records (IPER) project. IPER teams trained state and local 
government officials in every state and territory in emergency preparedness and ensuring the safety of 
essential records. 
 
CoSA launched its Disaster Recovery Fund in 2017 to assist state and territorial archives recovering from 
natural disasters. With the generosity of corporate and individual donations, CoSA arranged for thousands of 
dollars of supplies to be shipped to government archives in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 

Research and Publication 
CoSA regularly undertakes research on state archives in its biennial Archives and Records Management Survey 
and its resulting statistical report, The State of State Archives. Additionally, CoSA surveys its membership in a 
variety of special subject surveys, ranging from electronic records management and digital preservation needs 
to advocacy issues. The result of much of this work is published reports available on the CoSA website.  CoSA 
continues to expand its research and publication emphasis, and invites corporate sponsors to support report 
design and dissemination. 
 
CoSA’s monthly News Brief shares information about CoSA programs, member activities, issues facing 
government archives, and news from allied organizations with more than 1,000 subscribers, including MLIS 
graduate programs. Corporate sponsors receive recognition in each News Brief. 
 
Training and Development 
Every year, the Member Webinar Series focuses on a theme of interest to the archives community (the 2019 
webinar theme is about emergency preparedness and response for archives and records centers). A wide 



 

 

range of presenters including federal and state representatives, thought leaders, and practitioners join state 
archivists and staff to discuss training, funding, and related issues.  The SERI Webinar Series is a monthly 
opportunity highlighting digital preservation and access projects, software, formats, and new technologies. 

 
CoSA partners with the Society of American Archivists or the National Association of Government Archives and 
Records Administrators to host an annual conference featuring work sessions, networking opportunities, a 
business meeting, and an awards program. There are numerous opportunities for corporate sponsors to support 
activities where they can meet CoSA’s membership. 
 
Each spring, CoSA convenes a program forum and partner briefing in Washington, DC to update association 
leaders and funders on its work. Most recently, the forums have focused on the SERI project. 
 
 

   
 


