
 

Journals, Newsletters & Articles 
Many Jewish genealogy societies (JGS) publish journals and newsletters that are available to 
society members. Some societies, such as those listed below, provide samples of these 
publications to those who visit their websites.  

As a courtesy to RootsTech 2022 attendees, we have also attached a sample of the Orange County 
Jewish Genealogical Society newsletter, Keeping Up With the Genes. 

These websites include direct access to some JGS publications 
Kosher Koala, Australian Jewish Genealogical Society: https://www.ajgs.org.au/kosher-koala/  

Shem Tov, Jewish Genealogical Society of Toronto: https://jgstoronto.ca/shem-tov/  

Online magazine articles, Jewish Genealogical Society of Willamette Valley Oregon: 
https://www.nwfam.com/articles.html   

Venturing Into Our Past, Jewish Genealogical Society of Conejo Valley and Ventura County: 
https://www.jgscv.org/newsletters-2021.html  

Treasured Times, Jewish Genealogical Society of Hamilton & Area (Canada): 
http://www.jgsh.org/newsLetter.php  

ZichronNote, San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society: 
https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html  

Mishpochology, Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida: http://www.jgsswf.org/  

Mishpacha, Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Washington: 
https://jgsgw.org/fileDownload.php?sid=2  

Mass-Pocha, Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston: https://www.jgsgb.org/mass-pocha/  

Our Blog, Minnesota Jewish Genealogical Society: https://www.mnjgs.org/blog  



Dorot, Jew Genealogical Society (NY): https://jgsny.org/publications/dorot  

Shemot (index of journal content), Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain: 
https://www.jgsgb.org.uk/shemot  

Boletín, Sociedad Genealógica Judía Colombiana [Columbia]: 
http://www.sgjcol.com/descargas/sociedad_boletin_Julio.pdf?_x_tr_sl=es&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl
=en-US&_x_tr_sch=http [in Spanish]  
Articles, Israel Genealogy Research Association:  https://genealogy.org.il/articles/  
 
Maajan (index of journal content), Schweizerische Vereinigung für Jüdische Genealogie 
[Switzerland]: https://www.svjg.ch/71/maajan/journals?&wslanguage=en [in German] 

The VGS Newsletter, The Villages Genealogical Society (Florida): 
https://vgsfl.org/mo_newsletter.php  

Online Journal, LitvakSIG: https://www.litvaksig.org/information-and-tools/online-journal/  

Attached Newsletter Sample: 
Keeping Up With the Genes, October 2021, Newsletter of the Orange County (CA) Jewish 
Genealogical Society [starts on next page] 

 



October 24 at 10 AM 
Arthur Kurzweil: In conversation... 

November 21 at 10 AM 
Aaron Ginsburg: Curing the “I Can’t 
Find My Shtetl” Syndrome  

December 19 at 10 
 Joel Weintraub: Here comes the 1950 
US Census!  What to expect. 
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 COMING UP 

Welcome to Fall. I hope everyone had a nice, pleasant holiday 
season. Health and happiness to all. The first of the year is 
coming up in three months. If anyone would like to join the 
OCJGS board of directors, please let us know. We can always 
use new talent on the board. I hope to have the schedule of 
meetings finalized for 2022 in 4 to 6 weeks. If you have a 
speaker or topic you would like for 2023, please let me know.  

This month we have another lecture in our Pioneers of 
Jewish Genealogy series. Arthur Kurzweil, author of From 
Generation to Generation published in three editions will be 
speaking about his part of the Jewish Genealogy world. 

The next IAJGS convention is in Philadelphia Pennsylvania in 
August of 2022. I will be surprised if it goes off in person and 
not on Zoom. If anyone decides to go, please let me know. 

Michelle Sandler MLS    

OCJGS President   info@ocjgs.org 

Zoom call in—see details on 
Upcoming Events section 

We continue to have wonderful programming on zoom reach-
ing viewers all across the globe.  Throughout this Newsletter 
you will find learning opportunities that you can find on zoom 
or YouTube. There are so many lectures and presentations 
available and I hope you have been taking advantage of them! 

I recently took on the role of IAJGS Newsletter Liaison and will 
be collaborating with other Societies to share ideas and con-
tent, which should be very exciting! If you have story or article 
to share, please let me know! I hope to bring you some new 
things in the not too distant future. 

Aileen 



 December 19 at 10 AM Joel Weintraub: Here comes the 1950 US  

Census! What to expect. 

 The U.S. 1950 census will become public on April 1, 2022.  Joel will prepare us for its debut. 
Joel will conclude with a discussion on his and Steve Morse’s 1950 census locational tools, 
online right now at the stevemorse.org website.  Those 1950 utilities took almost 8 years to 
produce with the help of under 70 volunteers, involve 230,000 or so searchable 1950 census 
district definitions with about 79,000 more small community names added, and street in-
dexes for over 2,400 1950 urban areas that correlate with 1950 census district numbers.   

Joel Weintraub, a New Yorker by birth, is an emeritus Biology Professor at California State University, Fullerton.  He became inter-
ested in genealogy over 20 years ago, and volunteered for 9 years at the National Archives in southern California.  Joel helped pro-
duce location tools for the 1900 through 1950 federal censuses, and the NY State censuses for NYC (1905, 1915, 1925) for the Ste-
ve Morse “One-Step” website.  He has published articles on the U.S. census and the 72-year rule, the name change belief and find-
ing difficult passenger records at Ellis Island, and searching NYC census records with the problems of NYC geography.  He has a 
YouTube channel that has his genealogy (and biology) talks at “JDW Talks”.  
 
Register in advance for the virtual meeting by clicking this link:: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdO2grzMuHtOunIRO49hj_fm906mRkRzn  

 October 24 at 10 AM Arthur Kerzweil: In conversation 

Arthur Kurzweil, author, educator, genealogist, and magician (who knew?). Another in our Pioneers of Jewish Genealogy series of 
conversations. 

Register in advance for the virtual meeting by clicking this link: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqfuGtqTgoGdTfoumFbprqcXiiFgdb8Kf5  
 

November 21 at 10 AM Aaron Ginsburg: Curing the "I can't find my shtetl" 

Syndrome; Examples and techniques  

Sometimes it's not easy to find a shtetl using the JewishGen Communities Database (formerly known as the Shtetl Finder) 

on jewishgen.org. Either your shtetl is not listed, there are too many hits, or not enough information is available. This presenta-

tion will discuss Shtetl Finder and demonstrate alternate approaches, using examples. Techniques will include networking, de-

tailed family histories, immigration and naturalization, military records, JewishGen records, Yad Vashem, and how to find and use 

detailed online maps for Poland and Austria-Hungary. Having found the shtetl, the examples will show how that may lead to more 

information. The talk will include slides showing the steps in solved. 

Aaron Ginsburg was born in Newport, Rhode Island. His research into his family led to the creation of a non-

profit organization, The Friends of Jewish Dokshitsy, to help local officials in Belarus restore a Jewish cemetery. 

Aaron has traveled frequently to Belarus and Ukraine and he has helped several families reunite after 50-100 

years. His motto is, “Genealogy can be fun…if you are patient." 

Register in advance for the virtual meeting by clicking this link: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcscu6grj4uHdYSAuAKLID_FTUKeczCnn3y  



Greg Nelson presented  our Society  some interesting information regarding the gathering of records from Eastern Europe as well 

as what is available for us at the Family History Library. 

 
They began record capture in Hungary 1962, then Poland 1968, adding additional countries when able. Interestingly some of the 
collecting  stopped along the way because of government changes.  

Below is a sampling of some of the information regarding the records acquisitions  that Greg presented. 

We had a great turnout to hear about this most interesting topic covering all of the areas of interest for people with ancestry in 
Eastern Europe. 

 

 

Greg Nelson: Preserving Eastern European Records for the Family History 

Library 



    

 

 

 

 

 

                              OCJGS Library Column 

October 2021 

American Cities 

 
The Guide to Jewish Detroit 4th edition edited by Phyllis Gutenberg Jewish Community Center of Metropolitan De-
troit ad the Jewish Information and referral Service 1985-1987.  

Name, address, telephone number and description of every Jewish organization in Metropolitan Detroit. 

Looking backward: True stories from Chicago’s Jewish Past by Walter Roth, Chicago Jewish History Society 2002. 

A book of stories on the historical Jewish figures in Chicago Jewish history. 

Images of America: Jewish community of St. Louis 1890-1929 by Diane Everman, Arcadia Publishing 2016. 

Photos of historic Jewish St Louis Missouri. 

The Jews if Oregon 1850-1950 by Steven Lowenstein, Jewish Historical Society of Oregon 1987. 

A history of Jewish Oregon. 

Capital Collections: resources for Jewish genealogical research in the Washington. DC area 30th anniversary edition, 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington, Inc. 2010.  

Name, address phone number and description of every place in the Washington DC greater metropolitan area that 
has potential information for doing Jewish Genealogy. 

The Jews of Boston edited by Jonathan Sarna and Ellen Smith and Scott-Martin Kosofsky, Yale University Press 
2005. 

A history of the Jews of Boston. 

Resources for Jewish Genealogy in the Boston area by Warren Blatt, Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston. 

Chapters by institution listing the resources they carry, address, phone number and a description of what they 
offer. 

 

Michelle Sandler, OCJGS Librarian 
Phone: (714) 464-7810 
Email: info@ocjgs.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Library is now open again! 

To  schedule an appointment to visit our vast Library 

Send an email to info@ocjgs.org 

Or call 714 464-7810 



 

October Free Webinars  

Family Tree Webinars 

 

Investigate the Neighborhood to Advance Your Research Friday October 8 at 10:30 AM 
Recent Updates to MyHeritage’s historical search engine  Tuesday October 12 at 11 AM 
Navigating Your Way Through FamilySearch Wednesday October 13 at 5 PM 
Building Family Trees for Your DNA Matches Wednesday October 27 at 11 AM 

Register  https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php 

Community Research Using the National Register of Historic Places  

Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 AM (PST)  
Register  https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4611131176144427279 

The Sanborn Map Company created maps of small towns and large cities starting in the late 19th century to calculate premi-
ums for fire insurance.  Such maps, many of which are now online, may have a second life as a tool for genealogists to de-
scribe the homes and neighborhoods where ancestors lived.  Learn step-by-step how to use the maps to tell nuanced stories 
about your ancestors’ lives.  Presented by Jane Neff Roliins 

RootsTech Lectures of interest to Jewish Genealogists  
Some outstanding recorded sessions from Rootstech are available on their website  

https://www.rootstech.org/category/2020-rootstech-sessions  

MORE LEARNING: The origins and meanings of Ashkenazic last names  https://jewishjournal.com/culture/126045/  



 A two day session on Historical Jewish Belarus. 
Belarus is the unexplored and unknown root of modern day Ashkenazi Jewry. With presenters from around the world, join us 
as we showcase  insights through music, presentations, conversations, quizzes, films and more. We will be exploring hidden 
history, overcoming severe challenges and taking a look at modern day solutions. Find out more in our programme! 
We will be exploring the unknown world of Jewish Belarus and beyond. 
 
* A session on the Archives of Belarus and one on restoring the Jewish Cemetery in Lodz.  

https://thetogetherplan.com/zoymen/  

Yad Vashem Genealogy Seminar 
 
October 5, 2021 at 17.00 (Israel time). 
Please enter to the link for the program and registration. 
https://trailer.web-view.net/
Show/0XF79D19BADCE1E5AAC0E88FD9C1331FDEF87D57CD8E467DFF9DCD7092109BB2579984675BDDB0AF1B.htm  





Have you heard the one about my grandfather Sam and his brother Sam? 
True story and I’ll bet you have some equally fascinating genealogical finds! 

Don’t forget to LIKE us on Facebook!  https://www.facebook.com/OCJGS/ 

 

 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-3164806           

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to the  charitable organization of your choice.  

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.  

Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com 

  
Get OCJGS News 
in your inbox    Sign up at  

https://www.ocjgs.org/ 


