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This session aims to contextualise the 1921 England and Wales Census, which was the first census after 
World War I. The 1931 Census was destroyed in a fire and there wasn’t a Census taken in 1941 because 

of World War II, so there won’t be another Census revealed until 2051. This session will dissect the useful 
information available to family historians which can be gleaned from the 1921 Census. 

 
Censuses 

• decennial - every 10 years 

• 3 separate censuses in the United Kingdom - in England & Wales, Scotland, & Northern Ireland, 
although they are often co-ordinated 

• from 1821-1911, the census included the whole of Ireland 

• ‘snapshots’ - place individuals into context of families, neighbours, local and social surroundings 
 
England & Wales - published Censuses 
available on all of the major family history websites 

• 1801 - Tuesday, 10 March - head counts, statistical summaries, government planning 

• 1811 - Monday, 27 May - statistical summaries 

• 1821 - Monday, 28 May - statistical summaries 

• 1831 - Monday, 30 May - statistical summaries 

• 1841 - Sunday, 6 June - place, name, age rounded up/down, sex, work, born in or out of county   

• 1851 - Sunday, 30 March - plus relationship, ‘condition’ (S/M/W), where born 

• 1861 - Sunday, 7 April - plus disabilities 

• 1871 - Sunday, 2 April - plus lunacy 

• 1881 - Sunday, 3 April - same as 1871 

• 1891 - Sunday, 5 April - plus employment detail, language/s spoken  

• 1901 - Sunday, 31 March -  plus employer/ work at home 

• 1911 - Sunday, 2 April - length of present marriage; total number of children born & number still 
living; filled in by head of household - signature; quirky comments; social commentaries 

** 100-year closure rule was established after the 1911 census ** 
 
1921 Census context  

• WWI: 28 July 1914 – 11 November 1918 

• Flu epidemic: February 1918 – April 1920 

• the post-war era - ‘The Roaring Twenties’ 

• a period of huge contrasts in British society 

• World War I had ended and brought victory to Britain 

• prosperity for the aristocracy and wealthy classes 

• British Empire reached its peak 

• women began to feel more independent after undertaking paid employment during WWI 

• unemployment was at its highest 
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UK events January to June 2021 

• 16 February - unemployment reached 1 million+  

• an increase in unemployment benefits 

• 21 February - Conference of London 1921-1922 – (backdrop of dissolution of Ottoman Empire) 

• 17 March - Dr Marie Stopes opened the UK’s 1st birth control clinic in London 

• 31 March - the government formally returned the coal mines from wartime control to their 
private owners, who demanded wage cuts 

• The Miners’ Federation of Great Britain calls on its partner trade unions in the  Triple Alliance to 
join it in strike action  

• the government declared a state of emergency for the first time - Emergency Powers Act 1920  

• 1 April - lockout of striking coal miners began 

• 3 April - coal rationing began 

• 15 April “Black Friday“ - Transport union members of the ‘Triple Alliance' refuse to support 
national strike action by coal miners 

• 3 May - The province of Northern Ireland was created when the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland divided Ireland into 2 self-governing polities: Northern 
Ireland and Southern Ireland 

• 24 May - Irish elections 

• 25 May - Irish War of Independence 

• 7 June - new Parliament of Northern Ireland assembled in Belfast City Hall  

• 10 June - unemployment reached 2.2 million 

• 15 June - 2 million workers involved in pay disputes 

• 19 June - 1921 UK Census (excluding Ireland) - taken on 19 June, not the 
standard April - delayed because of the national coal miners’ strike 

 
To the Right Honourable Sir Alfred Mond, Bart., P.C., M.P., Minister of Health 

“The great events of the decennium thus concluded cannot fail to impress a character of 
uncommon significance upon the results of this Census, whether regarded as vestigial records of 
the passage of the War itself or as a source of enlightenment upon the many problems which the 
War has bequeathed to us. For such enlightenment, at the very time when it is most sorely 
needed, the country has been unusually at a loss, since there are but few questions today upon 
which guidance can be sought of the last Census across the great gulf of War which lies between. 
It is thus with a full sense of the heavy and responsible burden of service which this Census will 
be called upon to render that the operations now completed have been planned and carried 
out...” S. P. Vivian, Registrar-General. Vision of Britain | 1921 Census: Preliminary Report | 
Introduction  

 
1921 Census questions covered: 

• Population - Tables showing the numbers of males and females enumerated in every civil parish 
and ward (of an urban district) together with their aggregations into sanitary, poor law, and 
parliamentary areas. Population figures will also be given for certain judicial areas and for 
ecclesiastical parishes. 

• Tables showing the number of persons working within each administrative area. 

• Housing - Tables showing in administrative areas the number and kind of houses, classified 
according to the number of families, persons and rooms within them.  

• Ages and Marital Conditions - Tables showing the distribution of each sex according to age and 
marital condition. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_Alliance_(1914)
https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/text/chap_page.jsp?t_id=SRC_P&c_id=2&cpub_id=EW1921PRE
https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/text/chap_page.jsp?t_id=SRC_P&c_id=2&cpub_id=EW1921PRE
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• Orphanhood of Children under 15 - Tables showing the numbers of each sex in respect of whom 
both parents are alive, father or mother is dead, or both parents are dead. 

• Education - Tables showing the numbers of persons attending educational institutions classified 
according to age and sex. 

• Birthplaces - Tables showing the distribution of the population according to birthplace and the 
relation of birthplace to place of enumeration. 

• Foreign-born Population - Tables showing the distribution according to country of birth and 
nationality and differentiating between visitors to and residents in this country and between 
those who are British subjects by birth and naturalised British subjects 

• Occupations and Industries - Tables showing the numbers employed in various occupations and 
industries respectively, classified according to age, marital condition, and industrial status (e.g., 
employer, employed). In addition, tables will also be given showing the various occupations 
covered by each industry and the numbers of people engaged therein. 

• Dependency - Tables showing for married and widowed men and women the numbers and ages 
of all living children under age 16, classified according to age of parent, and, if possible, by 
reference to parent's occupation and housing conditions. 

• Couples - Tables showing ages of husbands in relation to the ages of their wives. 

• Workplace in relation to Residence - Tables showing daily movement of population from one 
area to another for purpose of work or employment. 

• Welsh Language - Table showing for Wales and districts in Wales the numbers of persons who 
speak Welsh only, Welsh and English, or English only. 

 
Observations: 

• first census after World War I - c700,000 men aged 20 - 40 died  

• reduction in the number of 2, 3 & 4-year-olds compared to the number of 5, 6, 7 & 8-year-olds 

• large number of 0 & 1-year-olds - babies born as men returned from WWI 

• ages and numbers of children assessed dependency and numbers of orphans, assisting the 
introduction of the Widows’, Orphans’ and Old Age Pensions Act of 1925 

• because the Census was taken in June, rather than April, some traditional holiday places would 
have inflated figures, for example Blackpool, Southend-on-Sea, Brighton, Margate, Ramsgate 

 

Great Britain Population  Ireland Population 

England and Wales 37,886,699  Northern Ireland 1,256,561 

Scotland 4,882,497  Irish Free State  4,882,497 

Jersey 49,701  Ireland (total) 4,228,553 

Guernsey and others 40,519    

Isle of Man 60,284    

Great Britain (total) 42,919,700    

The Registrar-General's Statistical Review of England and Wales - Google Books  
 
Findmypast selected in 2018 as The National Archives’ chosen commercial partner, to digitise the census 
in association with the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 

• 28,000 bound volumes of original Householder Returns  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Registrar_General_s_Statistical_Revi/RDoiAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
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• pages handled by a conservation technician  - responsible for delicate tasks  

• scanning team who created an image of every page  

•  quality checked before being stored on a secure server 

•  made available on Findmypast 6 January 2022 

•  this exclusivity will last for up to 3 years  
View the digital images free at: 

• The National Archives, Kew 

• Manchester Central Library, St Peter’s Square, Manchester  

• the National Library of Wales, in Aberystwyth 
original paper census returns will not be available to view 
 
FMP Charges  

• "micropayments“ to view transcripts and the original census image  

• FMP 12-month Pro subscribers get a 10% discount on 1921 Census purchases 
 

transcript image 

UK £2.50 £3.50 

USA $3.50   $4.90  

Australia A$4.80 A$6.60 

Ireland E3.00 E4.10 

Prices correct 9 December, 2021 

 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) will be releasing their indexed images of 1921 Census returns for 
Scotland on ScotlandsPeople | Connecting Generations and in the ScotlandsPeople Centre in the latter 
half of 2022. 

• the 1921 Census was not taken in Ireland due to the Irish War of Independence 

• censuses in Ireland and Northern Ireland were conducted in 1926  
 
Most recent - 21 March, 2021 census 

• 1st time the census was conducted primarily online 

• new questions in the census: 
o 2 voluntary questions for people who 16+ about sexual orientation & gender identity 
o a 3rd new question - have people served in the armed forces 

 
Stay in touch:  

• penny_walters@talk21.com  

• www.searchmypast.co.uk  
Books available on Amazon: 

• ‘Ethical Dilemmas In Genealogy’ 

• ‘The Psychology of Searching’  
* Paperback or Kindle * 
Other RTC 2022 sessions: 

• Leaving Liverpool 

• Damnatio memoriae - condemnation of a person’s memory 

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
mailto:penny_walters@talk21.com
http://www.searchmypast.co.uk/

