
How to read The Church 
Records for Iceland

Liv H. Anderson, CG®, AG®



This class will teach how to 

read the Birth, Marriage, 

Confirmation, Death and 

Moving Records for Iceland



Objectives

You will be able to Search

• Birth and Christening Records (Fæddir)

• Confirmation Records (Fermdir)

• Marriage Records (Hjónaband)

• Death and Burial Records (Dauðir)

• Moving Records (Innkomnir, Burtviknir)



Where is Iceland located?











Small Icelandic dictionary

Icelandic
Dánir

Fermdir

Foreldra
Fæddir

Færdingardagar

Hjónaband/Giftir/Giftur

Karlkyns

Kvennkyns
Piltur

English
Death

Confirmation

Parents
Birth

Date of birth

Marriages

Males

Females

Boy, boys



Objectives

You will be able to Search

• Birth and Christening Records (Fæddir)

• Confirmation Records (Fermdir)

• Marriage Records (Hjónaband)

• Death and Burial Records (Dauðir)

• Moving Records (Innkomnir, Burtviknir)



Go to: FamilySearch.org



















Birth 

records

Confirmation



Marriage



Death









Microfilm 0,073,981 item 1 Karlkyns (Males)





Entry no.  1 Karlkyns (males)

born 28 Febr. 1839, Christened 5 March 1839

Jonas Helgason

[Parents] Helgi Snikkare Jonsson og Gudrun 

Jonsd. [in] Rvik.





Kvennkyns (Females)

Entry no. 2

Born 14 Janr. Christened 30 January 1839

Sophia Christiane Johnsen

Parents:  Merchant H. Johnsen and his 

woman Sigridr, born Hansen

Afin (grandfather) Biskup Steingr Johnsen, 

Merchant S. Hansen, Land…Thorsteinsen



Christening Records year 1757

Microfilm 73980 item 4





15 March 1787 born Gudridur legitimate child of 

tenant farmer Gudmund Bergssonar and Axelin

Einarsdottur fom Myrahusan… 16 of same month 

christened.  Witnesses: Mr. Magnus Ormsson Mr. 

Sveirn Paulsson and Madme Margrete Magnusen



Confirmation Records
(Fermdir)
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Objectives

You will be able to Search

• Birth and Christening Records (Fæddir)

• Confirmation Records (Fermdir)

• Marriage Records (Hjónaband)

• Death and Burial Records (Dauðir)

• Moving Records (Innkomnir, Burtviknir)







No., Name, parents, Date of Birth, Read etc., Vac., Notes  



Entry No. 3

Jon Jonsson

Forr. (Parents) Jon Jonsson… og (and) …Gudrun 

Jonsd. of Elliðavatru

[Born] 4 Feb. 1843, read and understands, honest, 

well behaved

Vaccinated 20 Apr. 1857





Entry no. 5. (Confirmed 1857) 

Kristbjörg Helga-dottir

For. Snikkari Helgi Jonsson og kona Guðrun 

Jonsdottir i Reykjavik

Born 17 Oct 1842

Understand reading and knowledge of the 

(Lutheran) catechism, vaccinated, notes



Microfilm 73980 item 5, 1746-1935

Reykjavik Early Confirmation (Fermdir)















Marriage Records
(Hjónaband)
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Objectives

You will be able to Search

• Birth and Christening Records (Fæddir)

• Confirmation Records (Fermdir)

• Marriage Records (Hjónaband)

• Death and Burial Records (Dauðir)

• Moving Records (Innkomnir, Burtviknir)





Microfilm no. 73981 item 3, image 428 (Giftir = married)





Entry no. 190. Guðbrandur Þordarson a shoemaker in 
Þingholtssrtræti, age 26.  Katrin Magnusdottir, a 

housekeeper same place, farmers daughter in 

Árnessýsla, age 26.  [Marriage date] 16 December 1887



Microfilm 73980 item 5 

Reykjavik 1797-1816









Fæddir  = Birth 

Daúðir = Death

Giftir = Marriage

Fermdir = Confirmation



17 May 

widower Helgi 

Magnusson 

and Gudlaug

Teitsdotter….

Image 466





Death Records
(Dauðir)
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Objectives

You will be able to Search

• Birth and Christening Records (Fæddir)

• Confirmation Records (Fermdir)

• Marriage Records (Hjónaband)

• Death and Burial Records (Dauðir)

• Moving Records (Innkomnir, Burtviknir)









Males

Died 11 Okt. 1890, buried 20 Okt. 1890 Haraldur

Axel Sveinssonar … in Þingholturen, age 8 months



Females

Died 30 Sept. Buried 6 Okt. Ragnhildur Simensd., 

Recidense, age 48



Microfilm 73980 item 5 in 

Reykjavik

















Moving Records
(Innkomnir, Burtviknir)
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Pages 124-126 incoming to Reykjavik



Name, age, occupation, came from, age, marital status





A list of people leaving Reykjavik to move elsewhere



Page 170 image 684











Thank You!




